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DFL Assistance Dog Trainer, Paula Via, poses with Fred and his service
dog, Sissy Girl. DFL Trainer, Jay Harris, assisted in training this team
and is shown on the right.

DFL Assistance Dog Trainer, Patty Ruble, presents Joan Freeman and
her hearing dog, Daisy, with their certification vest. DFL Trainer, Patti
Schell, assisted in training the team and is shown on the right.

DFL Certifies Assistance Dogs For Veterans

Since 2002 Dogs For Life (DFL) has been involved in
training 70 service, hearing and guide dogs in Indian River, St.
Lucie and Brevard Counties. Countless referrals are offered
through DFL’s website, the internet (e-mails), and telephone.
The need for assistance dogs in this country far outweighs the
availability.

When DFL received international accreditation in February
of 2010, we unexpectedly found our small organization
accelerated into an arena that increases our opportunity to
educate more people in need all over the country on how to
obtain or train their own assistance dog.

What we didn’t know was that the federal government does
not adhere to the same federal laws when it pertains to veterans
as it does for civilians. Civilians are protected under federal law
to train their own assistance dogs and have all the public access
rights as a facility trained dog. However, veterans must prove
certification of their dog’s training through an Assistance Dogs
International accredited organization to receive reimbursement
benefits for their dogs through the Veterans Administration.

And, we did not expect the number of requests we would
receive from veterans to certify their self-trained dogs. We
quickly realized that we need to accommodate the brave men
and women who have sacrificed for our freedom by helping
to give them freedom through trained certified assistance dogs.
Certification will adhere to the standard of certification policy
currently set by DFL and Assistance Dogs International.

DFL has certified dogs for three veterans since 2010,
(two in Vero Beach and one from Georgia), and we have one
additional veteran dog team currently training in Vero Beach.
There is also a veteran dog pending certification that lives in
Jacksonville and hopes to travel to Vero Beach before the end
of the year.

With the addition of the dog park training center, and
with the on-going appeal to local veteran groups, our goal is
to recruit local veterans to foster rescue dogs in their homes,
become trainers and then help with the transition of a trained
assistance dog to a disabled veteran.

It may seem as if the task is too big for such a small
organization, but when you see the difference DFL makes
in a person’s life, it only inspires us to do more. We hope it
inspires you, too, and we hope that you will support the DFL
Assistance Dog Veteran Dog Program. Contact the DFL office
for additional information on how you can help the Veteran
Dog Training Program at 567-8969.

INTERNATIONAL
ASSISTANCE
DOG WEEK

2011

In so many important
ways, assistance dogs help
our colleagues who have
debilitating physical and
mental disabilities

SO IN A SENSE,
ASSISTANCE DOGS ARE
OUR CO-WORKERS, TOO!

We're proud to recognize the
hardworking assistance dogs
here at the U.S. Department
of Labor and in workplaces
3Cross our country.

And we take this opportunity
to salute the puppy raisers
and trainers of assistance
dogs—their work makes a
real and significant impact
on our work.
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A Four Legged Teacher

Joan Freeman and her hearing Dog, Daisy, visited South
Fork High School in Port St. Lucie and performed a hearing
dog demonstration for an assembled group of youth. The pre-
sentation and demonstration was at the request of South Fork as
the students wanted to know more about how a hearing dog is
trained.

Not only did Joan inform the students about DFL’s assis-
tance dog services involving Assistance Dog Training for the
hearing and mobility challenged, but she also told them about
the off-leash dog park in Vero Beach.

Daisy is trained to alert Joan to someone knocking on the
door (or ringing the door bell), a phone ringing, a smoke alarm
going off, an alarm clock ringing, and when her name is being
called.

Thank you, Joan & Daisy, for representing DFL at this edu-
cational event and for helping to spread the word to those in
need.

Joan & Daisy demonstrate hearing guide dog training
at South Fork High School.
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What? Dogs in Public Places!!

What would you think if you see a dog in a restaurant, gro-
cery store or doctor’s office? Your first instinct would probably
be what most people’s instinct is, and that is to pet the dog.

You are probably witnessing an assistance dog “at work,”
and the last thing you want to do is distract its attention away
from its owner, who is relying on the dog to pay attention to
their needs.

Most people with hearing or service dogs are happy to an-
swer questions pertaining to the training of their dogs and what
they are trained to do for them. The law, however, does not
require them to discuss their individual medical conditions.

Their dog is required to be task trained to mitigate their
disability as well as be trained not to cause disruption while in a
public place. Did you know that interferring with an assistance
dog is punishable by law as a misdemeanor offense?

Each year, Assistant State Attorney Chris Taylor outlines
the laws and penalties at a DFL assistance dog workshop at the
United Way building in downtown Vero Beach.

Thank you to the State
Attorney’s office and to the
United Way for donating
their services and space
for this valuable workshop
which is open to anyone
who would like informa-
tion on how to obtain an as-
sistance dog, or a business
that would like additional
information on the laws
pertaining to assistance
dogs in public places.

Humane Society Director
of Outreach Services, llka
Daniel, with Norine and Abby, |k
HSVB rescue, at last years
Assistance Dog Workshop.

prepare for her walk.

True StOl'y! By: Norine Coody
In December of 2009, my dog, Abby, was approximately 14 months old. I was working in my bedroom and Abby came in
carrying one of my shoes I wear when I take her outside. I said “just a minute” as [ wanted to finish what I was doing before taking
her outside. She went out of the room and then returned with the second shoe. I looked on the floor and she had also brought her
“long-line” leash half way into the room. I followed the leash and at the other end was a “poop” bag. I guess she was helping me

Sebastian.

L to R Norine Coody with Abby, Jim Taylor with

Moore of the Florida Eagles, Dog Chain Club
at the Indian River Lagoon Chapter Aerie 4527.

Dogs For Life, Inc. Assistance Dog Teams demonstrated their dogs
August 20" for the Florida Eagles, Indian River Lagoon Aerie 4527 chapter at a fish fry in

DFLAssistance Dog Teams Demo For Dog Chain Club
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task training” on

Demonstrating how his hearing dog alerts him to a door knock, Jim Taylor and Pia Pia,
showed off one of her many talents by leading Jim to the sound of someone knocking on a
door. Abby “fetched” Norine while someone called her name from the next room, and Sissy
Girl picked up a pill bottle and a set of keys for Fred.

The Eagles Indian River Lagoon - Aerie 4527, Dog Chain Club raises funds for
assistance dog training throughout the state of Florida and have been very generous to DFL.
We look forward to a long relationship with this organization as we move forward with the
DFL Assistance Dog Veteran Dog Training Program.

Thank you to Jim Moore who coordinates the partnership between DFL & the Florida
Pia Pia, Fred Jones with Sissy Girl and Jim  Eagles Dog Chain Club.






