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Gunny Checks In

Dogs
For Life

Assistance Do, Pri-Asalvind Thergny Dag,
Cormparnion Dog Treaiolng &
TWELovaste e Pewld

Gunnery Sergeant
“G'I]]']]'IF"
Assistance Dog In Training
December 2015

My First fow week at DFL, 'm only 5 months old here. I"m with my Trainer & Foster Mother L. A., and rmy friend DFL
Tralner Lisa holding Shelly's Dog "Sunny” and my “Live-in" dog friend namad Darel. Darel is a DFL Cortified Service

D for my Fostor Mam, He sald be would teach me everything ha knows|

e agnin with my trainers and Darel, we're at an event in Vero Beach, FL that honored the 9711 First Responders

froem New Tork City.

This is me today with my Best Bud Darel. I'm 8 months old and learning all | need ta
Best Service Dog in the World.

Thank you for helping me to be all | can be. ™ Love Gunn



NOTE CARDS
Veterﬂns Service Dogs

Improving the hives for our heroes
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Perfect Christmas Gifts for Friends and Family
On Sale at Dogs For Life Training & Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32560
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‘Who rescued who?’ Vet's wife pens

‘tail’ of unique service dog

Mary lh’mﬂi'
STAFFWRITER: .
HWMWWH' o &

It's often &rmmml X1
inr military family

mﬁ‘ﬂt}r T lts"t & chullenge,
r the veleran and those

Ja::n.ua

aaid, "’i‘h,e. 8 Were
“My sister and 1 joked about

| wreithie a book. 1 decided to wiite
a jourtial, T wantsd to not just
write ahoul our ﬁ!ﬁb&i‘l&n{:&s, but
~also to educale people on how
i impnﬂmtamﬁtdggw;ﬂnhefur
veterans.”

The journal wawcl h‘ltu the
| I:nm}k which 56 as &

itinv —that{:mplcwﬂuld
appreciate it,* she said,
'Tthﬁl,.lght well, I'might as well
[
ook, whose illustrations
Dawn also drew, began to be
picked up on social media among
frierids and family. It's now one
of the chiel marketing outlets for
the boak, though the publisher,
.ﬁuﬁh&r House, is marketing it 54
we
*My best critics were my par-
H'lcnui * §tan and Ann Orvel,
Clentwater. “The book definitely
1‘9&.&#&‘] ﬂitparenttm

“It went really well,” Dawn
riveted.,

Fergm‘-s- team makes the d.E—
cision based on in-home tesis,
Eul::h e in ﬂnngﬁ 1o sauge |
dog’s reaction to loud nolses.
“‘Elheﬂy was hesitant, because I
she’s an unusual breed for it, but
she said as long as we were dedi- “ ;i
cated, liﬁcnuld work.”
James began speaking at en-
gagrments with Pla Pia, especially K,
fundraisere for Dogs For Life, to i
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ﬁnmmmdu reads’ @ book written by Dawn Taylor, whode hugband,
Jmﬁm combrat wetaran, relles an her to halp him muﬂrm
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ANIMALS

Esuer Research faundalinn a7
e in resaarch stodies that do
mot Inwahve the wse of arimads et
whirch ¢an make ahuge diference
im inspnowing animeel and hiryies
nezizh,

ww baiasrreseanch.ong

Bark Park i cha aff-lzash cog
park in Sebastan with an apsis
area wivesn man’s Dest friencs fiy
lik tha wired. Set-amche. spostin
soccommprlss '-'J'l_" 'i.l't'ﬂ‘“dl‘."l;ﬁ and
Lirger Duaitemers.”

wraw Sebastisnbarkpa koo

oo Tar Life nc, prosvides e

ing far o s foasslst people with
Frparing o rnabeliby isgiieg, 33 waell

as pelerard with past-irsumatic 2
STFR GG ERRUER,

weaywLcogeforlifeyb.ang

ML ALL.O, Mo il Fesowe Eaes in
anid adont it e Ty 500
anirals annually, belping them
find a Furewer home

e baloresiotell ong

Thae Humans Sockely of Varo
Beach & Indiam River County's
*Coen doorn, Cpen Heai T shalker
accephs all avimal, regeediess of
2@, heaih, behaviar or adaptanil
ity vy FrSwigoe

The Mational Fleghast Centar i
Felsmens khame to Morth Aner
can slaphantsin nead of shor and
Iahg-18rm haalth care.

waw pationalelephanl<entacey

Viere Brach Doy Park, the off-
Swank park almng the indian Fivos
Lagaom, has phecty af rurming and
chvaniry e Ter our foorpased
friends s a-sooal fime for ther
CANNEry

wwnet voenbearhdogpark.ag

ARTS AND
CULTURE

The Academy for the Performing
Jurts offers vocal sl insbsenen
tal istructicn and pesformence
appartuniies for all ages

AL ACACETTH IR IO

Thia Atkantic Chilkdren's Chorale |
a gt chaeir Chat develops the iry
diwidual's potential b 2 hicgh owel
of vocal chnique white explonryg
challengirg repertoeee
wrsatarticchiklpnschonle g

The Atlantle Classics Orehestra
encourages ard cultisates the ap
preciatian of dassical symphsinic
muslc by presentieg geronmanoes
&7 ke hig@est artisk evel

wran izt ooiassic karchersira s om

Ballet Vare Baach gromoies
cha et of dande ata urversal
largmiag e in our commen ity
drd boyond with perfanmmances

throaag howl ths yoa
wedcn o aletverabegrin ong

The Cisltural Councd of Indian
Hiwer County proenabes public
awarenoss af the many avallabile
cultural pppertunities throughout
e cammiunity,

wnarculboral-< casdilang

The Gilfard Yautls Grebestra
prroradches saduca oo, Eraniiig and
gn-stage stage Bxiniibadale i thi
peer fior (edreg 0TS ShRoLg P,
"M Violins, Less Virlende, Bt |
T rorms.” |
WL gy DEag e g

Tha InnFlan River Symnphénii | I
Asroclatice seaks 1 being tha
wardd’s finest orchestras anid |
sodods [0 Vera Baach, They e
=R e i k
v s Cac Oy [

Fehverside Childresns Thoatrs

ey aordanie periorming s
armerersces grod oulreach Ioares
chiklrees. The youchiul anthgpitam
and tabest |5 sometiing b s,
i Wy e R e O s

Treasure Coast Chorala maombor
shane Chigir Iowe and enjoymesd of
chioeal mkesic wikh Tour sl pee
fomnerces &1 First Bagsist Chuech

il Wur: Basch

vaw . breasunsigar e hivesnaorg

Thi Treasare Coast lazr Society |
gnoaurages the pnrlr.-,rrrlam:e.-pr-:l-j'
iEailon ard gresepvation oF jpes
vy, ol ey el Wl yL0e [

|
The Vero Beach Art Clulb fostors
Hre apgiecsatom of art and artebos
grasdh through schiti tom s ard
pducalicaal GEpertanites.
winrsl verabeachar iolub seg
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Stadl photo by Mary Kes

T Bra. & monthly meetng of the Indisn River Veterans Emnﬂvdq.mw
mbri thisn 20 member organizations and athaast s dozen mmrfal'rm-emh-,-.u.mduﬂu
Dogs For Ule, Vero Beach, Shawn are, from left, trainers Liss Saycarskl;, wish sanvice
MWEE#H Gairny, and LA, & farmer i m!-:-r,n:mn-t nﬂ!ﬂ:l with ratired sordce

counil paeks its
‘December agenda

Ve Kemper

m ) |

Reports, tributes and holiday
I:-n-:‘qqm m-]u;t u:u.n!l.t‘ of the

Anto a glzable
at the Dec, 2 mesting of

ﬁ mﬂ—u:i Coarpetl of indian

1“.h|5 & covincil ists mare
than 20 membeér argatizations,
g 4 of auxibary
e, mEﬂ Far Life, T}Eﬂ
Beach. All wore h:qught up o
speed an B wide variety of activ-
ilaes.

“Om Nav. 14, Velda Ford; Vero
Beach, Held its annuasl Car Shiow
in tribute to veterans. General
Manages Waoyne Zwick was there
to snnouncy that more than
H4, 008 was raised 1o help the
council help vetarans.

“We had a batl,” hezaid. “We
had about 30{) cars this year,
which was up from last vear®

Tetnager Austin Berwick, Vera
Beach, was given & cerlifcaie
hodoring his more than 1,000
voluntesy hours over 2 years for
the councl,

Set. Jue Abolle; Indian River
County Sheriifs Oiffice, warnad
councl members about the pe-
rennial untformed charity seek-
ers.

"We take this very, wory scrious-
Iy.” hee smidh. ©If you see saomenne
suspeet, pleazevall me at (772)

wamﬂﬂ'sm'
:'rfP:um-::rI: Fri-

:luetlm& announced s Mili-
tary Exps and Giun Show Feh. 6
artd T al the ndlsn River Counly
Fairgroninds, Hix compaoy pdrk-
ners with charities fitke vetersns’
organizaiiong o help them roise
Punds by manning bootl: at the
cvent,

As part of the i:lJunL'iul':-.U]:'wa:h:l
American Yeterana program, it
was annaunced that s hodse,
undergalng reaovation, will seon
be ready to become & home for
a neady veteran and his Tamily,

-and that iy more are on the

waiting st It is expected that
the re-homing project will be

‘completsd by Juns 2016

Down the rivad; there are plans
o balld & vttn:-rms'mm'_cmtm
community for veterans: and
thelr familles baraly sctaping
a living on disablility or Soctal
derurity benefits

A pep rally at Vero Beach High
School ks planmed specialiy (o
homor weterans, to ke plase
at & &am. De. 17 a1 the high

~achool campas,

A hat was passed for dona-
thone for holiday bonuses for
the councii’s $-man driver staff,
which tales vwelernng to West .
Palm Beach VA Medical Center
and back, By mesting’s end, a
litike over BHI0 was cnllected,

See COUNCIL page 7

- e e e i — d

COUNCIL from page 2

providing the hard-working men
some extra holiday cheer.

Curtis Paulizin of the {tal-
ian-American Velecans told the
council that an anenymous do-
nor approached him and wanted
o dorrate 4 late-model van to the
council. “Well make sure it goes
tey & needy vel,” he Said:

The coancll's recent *Opera-
tion Enduring Laughter”™ come-
Ay shwwe drew 98 velerans atd
their femilies. It wes designed 1o
reach Ut b0 younger velerans
g part of the counail’s Veterans
Outreach Program, which con-
nects veterans to ieeded bene-
fit= and local resousces.

For the next 3 weeks, the
council’s Victory Center Military
Store, Indian River Mall, will
open on Sundays. One item Lo
tempt gift-givers is-a new-styie
fimg pole. which telescopes from
T to 20 [eet and has & rotating
mechanism that allows the fag

VETERAN VOICE « THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE » DECEMBER 10, 2015 »

S
not 1o becomes canght on its
latiyard,

Veteran Rob Meding, a repre-
sentitive of U.5. Rep. Hill Posey
thanked the council members
“for all the great things yoo do
— ok are by far one of the best
[councilsl in the state.

*Give yourselves Kuados.”

[ndian River County Com-
minsicner Jog Flelsciher, wita
attends every council mecting
with few mmpli&na, echosd tha
staterment,

“Everything you do ripples
out b the comrmunity & fdes-
dred-fold,” he satd. “God hless
youl — vyl ve earned & very hag
Py holiday.* |

The Veterans Counail of Indi-
an River Counly meets the first
Wednesday of eaoch moeeth af
1:30pom, af the Indion River
Cownty Admimectraiive -I!'..'-n:llil'lpl'e::.
Butlding B. For mare fnfarmation

corrtaet Cotherine Coddell of
(FF2) 326-019].
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‘We cannot abandon them now’

Veteran organizations are banding together

to provide homes for those who served

By Fran Foster
The Newsweaekly

- Despite the efforts of  deserve. T

‘However, due to the
devotion and drive of
some of our local sup-
port organizations,
will hgre € e tb call

ave a to call
home,

The Veteran House,
located on Old Dixie
Highway in Vero Beach,

is just one example

owned by Jerry Hamel

is operated by the Viet-
nam Veterans of Indian
River County and hous-
es four men.

Each individual has
served his country and

each has a compelling

story like so many others

in our community.
Their plight is a re-

minder approaching

Veteran's Day we have

- port those who

the o nity to sup-

back in 2010 there were
fﬁu homeless veterans in
e county.

“I have been all over
our country and there
are homeless vets ev-
erywhere, for various

reasons,” he says. “We
turned up 38 veterans
living in our woods.”

« Diaz,along with pres-

ident of the Vietnam
Veterans of IRC, Tim
Nightingale, decided to
provide housing for all
those seeking shelter.

They knew benefits
were available and they
wanted to make sure the
servicemen received all
they were due.

As Diaz pointed out,
“We needeg them to de-
fend our country then,

| Wadnesday, Novermber 4, 2015 |

¢
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Tim Nightingale.
we cannot abandon them

A big clean-up
The work began
person by person with

agmdh kesdag, || Ogenderr M 20VE
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Mulatrid Lobiaroo Je Soesten. Frors Aflar, Mel Casnotter

VETERAN ooy and shetage BN over yet!
o ¥ i::-'ic:. llr:um secon ﬂ;ﬂlﬂ%&f}
— - S Liar el . i
modates welit .‘“I i

and Tvery Dresm Has a
Each

e o
furs s own expertise  USMC

And most ogerate Doly
on locat Funding. -

oy e Bt~ vehnay Bhoa I-ng.,.mn.;q't-'-_\.{

VETERANS

iy I Vorn Smacn. Sof ALk
Dvme mfie T Mighbrgale.

Vietnam Veterans of IRC Smﬁrﬂfm Diaz and President

-Eq_lndiunh'l iver Coumts il-]l.g.;g together, ﬁ:ih has
Stays y I8 W TR0 cabbe
T'nﬁrmm Hosse,  television and shared  putible to live togethes
locased ot 955 Obd Dixie comumon areas. and snpport exch other

Rl i i
S i s Y g

M SEATEY
"We  have  helped
3] vegorany uadet thy

had 512,000 ﬁﬂmn% |

o =¥ Eﬂ_ﬁ:ﬂhlh'h

bottom, knekde and out, can et more, This was
including apptiances, o a font-pesr journey that

Alber makes sopethas W
B and Sp s bload |
e T et s

There it a_IIj! WK o
b= cbotin i b I.'l.n'gﬂﬁﬂﬂ
biaesde m%hﬂpm

¢ weberuns in .

For IostEoce; the
owners of the Breath of
THeven Mindstries house

iassisltance from other
ocal organizations
such as the Veteran's -
Council of Indian River

See VETERAN, 18
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ers have succumbed Lo
drug und abookol abise
and refine assistance.
> stilt guffor
from PTSD sbd require
~ilang-term assistance 1o
I:EH;}E o Lhiir feet.
described |
ticular veteran. m
~suffered from PTSH
and couldn’ kecp EEI'}
Eré‘l:nd'i balamce in llg

Throogh a bot of haed
work over the past-six

yoard, thiz veteran hasg
Fecenved proper medl-
Cc#d treatment, I8 em-
ploped full-time, rec-
onclled with his wifs

homeless: woterans

lbves in n chrie-hed-

Lv,” Dhazin
P o, Diag und - tﬁ+
*There |5 no reagon  gale are sot i up
iat we shouid have on those thet need s

and children snd now

SERVICE DOGS fDR VETS

| M.b

Visteran Jim Tayloe with his haoring assistaroe dog Plo Fia

living lo Indian River

et ¢ Ut 7. o B ENS |
Dogs For Liferecognizedb
Veterans Administration

By Sy Fresm _ _
Diogs For Life (DFL). s one of only fiour Assis-

rance Dog Tralning organizations in (he site of
Hmﬂamgmuabymvmmm

‘Asstatedin the Foderal Regiser,"Service dogs
st be certified by ADL or International Guide
Pog Bederition for vetéris with visual, hear-
i, or shstantial mobility impairments to fecolve
benefits,” :
our service dogs o enter VA a.n;lm&&ar?ﬁtﬂ]r
tiees, and our dogd' ownerd are efigible to receive
benefits. Dags trained by other arganizationsdo
ol hiave these privileges., )

Orur dogs have been turning lives around since
2001 beeause they enrich peeple’slives — provids
9} buttons for emergency and legs that provide
Access bo an unseer world, _ :

' “The fastest growing need fiar service dogs is
in Florida, and it isfor the brave military men
capd women whe served our country! More than
231,000 Veterans of Afghanistanand Irag already

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

BO,000 veterans will etire o Florida in the ned
Extrupotating national VA numbers, the news
is grim for our now residents: o
m 3 k0 10 will have a gervice-rolated disability
w30 percent will suffer from the offects of
nmﬁmﬂthmﬂmﬁﬂﬂwmmuﬂ

w19 percant will report FTSD symptoms clas-
sified a¥ “serious functional impairment” |

w Ome-third of Florida's adult bomeless are Yot-
erans, and 4% percent of ther will suffer from
mental illness .~

w Florkda i home 1o the highest mumber of am-
putees from the Gulf War-Frn wars .

" DFL is committed to capitalizing on our 12
yolrs of ecperienen i brainservice dogs for thes:
Florida veterans in meed. :

1 you know hasneed for these servicesor you
would Hike g0 support DFLs mission, please call
T72-867-6989, email dogsforlifevbimbelistuth,
met or visit DogsForLiféVR.org.



PHILANTHROPISTS OF THE DECADE

[ —— 5.

}'1 DONADIG|'
- |& Associates, Architects, PA.

Donadloand Assodates, |
 ArchitectsPA, l

Tireless iz a word often used to de-
. scribe Anthony Donadio, president of
- local architecture firm, Donadio and As-
| s0CIates. N

For over 20 years, the firm has support-
ed more than a dozen nonprofit organiza-
tions with in-kind professional services
1o halp facilitate the planning and design
of H”_s stireuntuﬁls. e k

A ssed dog lover, Tony gen-
muﬂ].rdgl‘:md the services of Domadio
and Associates to draw up the architec-
tural plans and overses the construction |
of 4 new dog training Ricility at the Dogs
for Life Offi-Leash Dog Park on 16th Av-
whue in Vero Beach.

T

—
e —

et the needs of local veterans..
m-]n E,Imﬁﬁiﬂmlﬁann:mngtedqu-
dio and Associates as Outstanding Corpo-
rate Philanthropist ﬁ%ﬂﬁbﬂtl@mﬁ

ssional give nonpr

W mﬁﬂmﬂtﬁ?gﬂuﬂgﬂ and ability to
expand services in the community. _
e ———

——




Howl-0O-Ween
overage

j_.
[ TEEASHURECOAST NEWSFPABERS | LAMIMARIES « LN ] mwlﬁﬁd _m

STARS WERE OUT DogsForUfeHoM-U—anDogcusth Pawrade

ness in the community about the
ﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂhﬁ}tpﬂﬁﬂmaﬁag
tum Nﬂﬂfmﬂﬂmﬁsfmhf&.
i 24 “This year, we've had more
aymmnmangﬂw;ﬁgrwm
“We're very grateful to all our un-
wto derwriters, including Henry 1%
ers.  Schumann and Dyer Subaru who.
haye been awesome. We're also
- yery thankfiil to Dale Sorensen
for helping us gut boday and all
our volunteers and other spon--

mﬁmnﬂmm:ﬂﬁ%ﬂmym | : or ond hi
grandm the Mwﬂﬂmm mmﬁmwmﬂma%mm

‘ Friday, November 6, 2015 Hometown News - SEBASTIAN - www.HometownNewsOlL.com -
e e e ————ee e —

Pets on
parade .

Dogs For Life held its
14th Annual Howl-o-
ween Pawrade and Pet
Expo Saturday, Oct. 24.
Dozens of dog owners
were on hand for the |
annual event. Dogs For
' Life offers programs for
assistance dogs, pet
assistance therapy,

: companion dogs at
their off-leash park. For |
more information call |* =
(772) 567-8965.

Lilly Springer came as |
Little Red Riding Hood |
and her Yorkshire
terrier Oliver, was
grandma.

Rocky the pug, dressed as a bumblebee, gels a last minute
costume adjustment from his owner Deb Soroka. Her son Jayse

stafl photographer is a member of the 4H Dog Masters,

R — = S
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Antnidal "Doa’s For Life”
‘Pawrade’ a howimg sSuccess

‘!‘Li.'" 1 : L”. I-I;_-l- !"""H-H-Ir MM hlm mﬂr

Stephanke Sprimg...  Yero o ~ach; hier dasghter Ui and thelr Yorkshire tw oo, e Bronke Roura, e ard Lise Eemi o aiaey technicisns with Vero Beach Veterinany
&H:-p&ﬁﬁ-atm-EﬁEu g o= Elseree, with Obiear Deing the Big Sad Walf dressed Hospetal, manned a boath at the annual Howl-0O-Ween Pawrada beld Oct 29 3t Dogs
as Grandma. For Life, Viera Beach.

More than 100
people showed up
at the 14th Annual

Howl-O-Ween

Pawrade

Mary Kempes
[10FF WRITER

e mperdnebea nvsiceweekhoom

Mo in its 19 yvear, the anmnizal
Crogs For Life Howl-0-Ween Paw-
rade fundraizer waa & amash oncs
agrin Ot 24 in Verd Beach.

Nearly 100 owners and their dogs
Bocked to the OF Leash Dog Park
bo march in costumes ranging
fromm & haarse and feckey o Little
Fed Riding Hood.

Humndreds of others carme b alow
gupport. for Dogs For Life, and to
donate towasd its mission of help-
Ing those who need it from boar-
gzt friends.

Representatives from the Indian
River Cousnby Sherilfs Offics -0
Unit put on & dog-handling dis-
play. Other representatives tn-
chaded a contingent from the Vero

Beach Veterinary Hospital. VEW

Staff photo by Mary Kempar
Aoscoe, 3 B-year-old Dachshund owned by Beth Martin, Vero Beach, came to the Ot 24 anmual Howl-D-Ween Pawrade heid 31
See PAWRADE page 9  pogs ror Life. Vero Beach.



PAWRADE from page 8

Pest 3218 provided a Calor Guard,
wriile “Hoba Jim”™ provided musical
entertsinment. Munerons raffles
were also held.

An English Labrador bresder in
aorthern Floridn contacted the
mother of Shelly Ferger, founder
and CECQ, nsking if Doge For Life
wented & pUppy o trein for some
Igicley reci plisyt

*0f courses, [ spid yesl™ Ferger
sakd. (n the Doge For Life “Paw
Prints” newaletter, it wiss &n-
nounced that “we are- o
[thl: Tfm by Lab-ar Day.")

Do For Life's most im-
pl:l.rl;.n,nt orograms invalves bain-
tng service doge for veterans with
FT30. While other kinds of disabil-
ites — hearing, loss of sight, =te.
— are also part af dogs® traindng, it
fa veterans with PTSD who provide
o irnigue challefge n matching
them with service dogs,

Trainens teach the dogs (o “secure
perimeters” or investigate & room
or area before the veleran enoers
it, and brece themsehves sgrinst
a weteran having & panic sitac,
sEEE many other tasko,

Everyihing — the service dog and
its training — ia provided Lo the

RS LCDART MU, D EACH-IMDLAR BOVER NEWEWEIALTNAME

veteran for free, theanks to gener-
ous donors and Piwrade-goers.
Algo 0 the works is a program
called Veterans Training Dogs for
Veterans, which, as its nerme im-
pliea, will invalve veterans taking
oy A more direct rode in helping
ather vetergns with thelr service

o,

In sddition to aasisting veterans,
Cogs Far Life haz a thrvdng nam-
brer of dogs in training to Assist
dizsabled cvilians as weil, who
hearing, sight or mobility issues

1|.-"i.|.E|.l tagkes the dogs are trainsd

i inchade alerting their carmers to
s doorbell or fire alar, “merding”
them ot the door ond dialing &
speacial 91 1 phone, among many
others.

Training for all the service dogs
takes place in part al Dogs For
Life's adminlstrative facility, which
ha= a mock bedroom r:-n-mpll'_-tt
with furndture, partly in the owme-
er's home and partly in public
paces, It is a Goe-consuming and
demanding job, bul the stafl has a
atrong treck record of successfial
*gradustes.”

Those wishing to donate, or to
leaom more abocd Doga For Life's
programs, camn coniacot them of
(772] S67-8903,
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‘Pawraders’ strut their
stuff atDogs for Life park

Dﬂgs For Lﬂfe, Inc.
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‘PAWRADERS’ STRUT THEIR STUFF AT DOGS FOR LIFE PARK
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I LOVE MY JOB!

(Lasist 8%
Cave lives
| Bea jniend

‘ (lent to d.angen

Oper. a. doon

Choss a street

Make a call

I WAS CHOSEN FOR A REASON.

Dogs
For Life

Al Dogs For Life, Inc., our mission is to empower those in our community whoe
have physical disabilities or are living with the effects of post-traumatic stress. With
vour help, they can gain independence and live with confidence.

Dogs are man and woman'’s best friend for a reason. Qur specially trained dogs
help their owners achieve amazing things. Hearing Dogs give the gift of confidence
to their owners by alerting them to a knock on the door or when a smoke alarm
sounds, Mobility Dogs provide independence to their owners by picking up
dropped items or helping them stand. Service Dogs return freedom to their owners
by waking them from a nightmare, creating a soft barrier in a crowd or disrupting
emolional overload through tactile stimulation. DFL has trained over 100 dogs since
2002, rescuing 18 dogs from area shelters; saving their lives and changing the lives
of their disabled owners.

In 2015, the number of veteran teams we certified and supported increased 17%.
That's a considerable jump in the need to train dogs for the men and women of our
military and DFL has been recognized by the community for its commitment
to these velerans.

Assistance Dog Teams Trained and Certified for Veterans | First Responders

« Twenty-Five percent increase in the number of dogs task trained to mitigate PTSD

» Seventy-Five percent of these dogs are duel trained as either a hearing or
mobility assistance dog in addition to PTSD work

« Sixty-Five percent increase in the amount of questions we receive nation-wide
via phone and email

» Eight Indian River County veterans are on a waiting list for our program

And as you can read below, Florida has seen an enormous surge in veterans
moving to our state,

We need to make sure we, as a community, are prepared to serve them

= 80,000+ Irag & Afghanistan veterans are expecled lo relocate to Florida in the
next two years; more than 231,000 already claim Florida as their home

* Roughly 30% suffer from PTSD

+ Florida has the largest population of veteran amputees in the nation

They proudly stood up for us, now it's time for us to stand up for them.

Please donate 1o DFL today.

Kathi G. Schurnann, Vice-President

seiclerd

Eleanor M. Bengyak,

Dogs For Life is ONE OF SIX fully accredited service dog providers in the State of Florida.

Your donation helps Dogs For Life train dogs for

Mnkﬁﬂiﬁg

limitations

Healing

Families

\ekexasu uith DICD

Dogs
For

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training & Off-Leash Dog Park
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960
T72.567.8969
f e dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

www.dogsforlifevb.org




ASSISTANCE DOGS
WELCOME

GUIDE DOGS
HEARING DOGS
SERVICE DOGS

Dogs
For Life

Training Service Dogs Since 2002
772-567-8969

IYPES OF ASSISTANCE DOGS

Guide Dogs assist their blind or visually impaired
partners to independently and safely negotiate
the environment by GUIDING them around
obstacles, safely across streets and stopping at
curbs and steps,

Hearing Dogs assist their deaf or hard of hearing
parmers by ALERTING them to sounds such
as the smoke alarm, welephone, alarm dlock, door
bells, siens, stone, or dryer dmers.

Service Dogs assist people with maobility or
psychological impairments and ean be custom
trained for the particular needs of the individual.
A dog trained in mobility task work can help their
partner stand up, pull a wheelchair, open doors
or cabinets, carry items (proceries/ medication),
retrieve dropped items (keys/ eane) or tap a special
911 phone. Service Dogs also assist individuals
with symptoms of Post-Traumatc Stress and can
be trained to wake someone from a nighrmare,
conduct & perimeter search, find an exit or creaee 4
‘safe zone” around their partner.

SOME PEOPLE DO NOT “LOOK
DISABLED.” WHY DO THEY
NEED AN ASSISTANCE DOG?

When you see an Assistance Dog “on dury,” be
issured there is a pood reason for it, even if the
human partmer does not use obvious EquLpImIEns
such as 4 wheelehair or 4 cane.  The human
parther undoubtedly has something known as a
“hidden disability™ such as chronic back pain, a
senous hearing impairment, or & nearo-seizre or
perchological disorder.

HOW DO I RECOGNIZE AN
ASSISTANCE DOG?

Most assistance dogs wear 4 tag, vest, harness, or
backpack, however, these forms of identfication
dare not required by law. You should never pet an
assistance dog when it is working as this could
distrace the dog’s focus from its human parmer.
You can ealk to the person, not the dog, if they
are not busy and are able 1o hear you

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

dogsforlifevbiibellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Federal laws which protect individuals with
dizabilities  include the Americans with
Digabiliies Act (ADA, revised 2010); the Fair
Housing Amendments Ace (1988); Sect 504 of
the Rehabaliation Act (1973); and the Air Carrier
Mccess Mot (1986).

The ADA is the federal law that governs access
tights to  buildings, businesses and public
accommaodations for people with service dogs.
For more informadon, visit wawada.gov or call
1-800k-314-0301.

The ADDA and Florida lew both define a service
animal as any dog that is trained to do work or
perform tasks for a person with a physical or
pevchological disability; the work or task must
be directly related to the individuals disability.
The disabled person must have a diagnosed
impairment that substantially limits one or moge
major life activicy,

Service dogs are working animals, not pets: A
dog used only for cime deterrence, emotional
support, comfort or companionship does not
qualify as a service amimal under this defniton.

These laws protect the rights of individuals
with disabilities to be accompanied by their
trained service dops in taxis, buses, trains, stores,
restaurants, doctors’ offices, schools, parks,
hotels and other public places.

=R IR/

Flotida State Starste 413.08 defines the rights and
responsibilities of an individual with a disability, use
of aservice animal and prohibited discrimination in
emiployment, public accommodations and housing
aconmnmodations:  The law alse provides for
criminal penalties in the following circumstances:

Any person, Arm, or corporation, or the agent
of any person, firm or corporaton, who denies
ot interferes with adminance to, or enjoyment of,
a public accommcdation, or otherwise interfores
with the rights of an individual with a disabilicy
or the mainer of a service animal while engaged
in the training of such anp animal, commits a
misdemeanor of the second degree, (55 4)

A peson who knowingly and willfully
misrepresents him or herself as using and being
qualificd to use a service animal or as a trainer of
a service animal commits a misdemeanor of the
second depree, (55 9)

Reasons to Deny Access

Under Federal Law, 88 36.302 (c){2) of the ADA,
access can be denied for owo reasons: (1) the
animal is out of conmol and the animal’s handler
does not take effective action o control it or (Z)
the animal i not howsehroken,

Under Florida Law; FS5 413.08 {331y access can
also be denied if the dog’s behavior poses a direct
threat ro the health and safety of others,

Allergies and fear of dogs are not vakid reasons for
denving access or refusing service to an individual
with a service dog. 1f a service dog is properly
excluded or remioved, the public accommaodation

N @

Dogs

For Life

Legal Rights for
People with
Guide Dogs,

Hearing Dogs,

and Service Dogs

Assistance dogs are
“task trained”
to mitigate the disability of the
peaple who own then.

o AL
4.:, A -\.I'J*.

must provide the disabled individual the aption of
continuing access to the public accommodatior
without having the service dog on the premises.

Summary of Law:

Physically or psychologically disabled person:
have the legal rght to be accompanied by :
specially trained dog in business establishments
housing and accommodations where the gencra
public has access and on all common earrers. Nr
extra charge can be levied because of the dog!
presence, but the dog user is liable for any dameag;
the dog might cause o the premises.

Busingsses

When it is not obvious what service an anima
provides, only limited inquides are permitted
Business owners or employees may ask
questions: (1) i the dog 2 service animal require:
because of a disability; (2) whar work or task ha
the dog been trained o do.

Staff cannot ask about the person’s disabilin
require medical documentarion, require 4 speci
identification card or teaining documentatio
for the dog, or ask that the dog demonstrate it
ahility to perform the work or task.

Service dogs can be any breed or size and ar
not legally required to wear special equipmen
or tags. Certification o registration of the do
as & service animal is not required under feder:
or Florida law Its the maining to do work o
perform tasks that makes a service dog legal, nc
the 113 or ‘clothes” they weat

= =



Oither stmdies show':

Freatmiend via mechcation | 500 effective
Talk therapy s effective
Service Dogs 84.5%, effective

Cuir s alse help provide the emotional
siabality thal velerans sulterning from  post-
traumkale siress need 1o Tesiord peace in Lheir
everyday Dhives. They instll the confidence
necessary fo Be able to legve the howse oF o
gnter 0 conlined space like an clevatoe. This
crifical belp enables thetr owners 10 lead a life
of self-rehmwee and independence:.

Dogs For Life Programs
and Services

Dogs
For Life

Agsistance Dogs are bk tmaved 1o pesed
peaple 24 houwrs a day, 365 days @ vear
Dhogs For Lite specialies in training heaning,
mobility and psychiatric support dogs -at
mo -cast to our chents, [Dogs can also he
cross-tramed depending on the needs of ther
LONERAOnS,

Service Dogs
For
Veterans

Pet-Assisted Therapy Bogs provide sarmith
ard combort o individuals in need of support
and unconditional love. Cemified volmteer
dog teams provide pet-assasied therupy for
children and semiors. Since 2002, Dogs For
Life wolunteer teams have regularly visited 13
facilities in Indian Ribver counity,

Community Outreach Programs feature
Doeg Behavior Workshops and  Obedience
Training Classes for the public and members,
A four-acre (HY-Leash Dog Pak Camps
has served the communily since opening in
February 2RI2.  Memberships help 1o fund
programs - and services,

Dogs

For Life Assistance Dog Training &
Assistance Dog, Per-Assisted Therapy Dog. Administrative Cent
ki E!}‘ ministrative Center
mﬁgm 1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Emuil: dogsforlifevha bellsouth.net
www.dogslorlifevb.org

Paomgs Fog Lalr, Dia fo @ vl prali L Tag wamql ofpas ks i choicribaid
ki’ thail Poterrind Fervmmine Ol B0 e 5L - Faokorad [Dsé 33 -G 80E08Y

(772) 567-8969

Service Dogs For Yeterans

Dogs Fer Life, Inc., = one of only
si% - organizations. in the state of Florida
recognized by the Veterang  Adminiztration
to certify service dogs for veterans, DFL's
prestigious accreditation from Assistance Dogs
Internanonal enables our service dogs to enter
VA and military Bicilities ond our dogs” owners
nre cligible o receive benefits.

Jimied Tayior, S50, LS Amy (Rab) Irag War Veleran
Wi Knlfs Bchumars, OFL Board Vice Prosident and
Pty & sorvice dog Fis Fia

Chur dogs have been turmimg hves around
since 2000 - providing ears tha: hear smole
wlarms, paws and noses that tap 911 phones kn
emergencies, nnd begs that provide stability.

The fastest growing aeed for service dogs is
i Floridi, especially foe the bruve military men
anil women who served our country!

230007 veternns of Alghanistan wnd [rsg
alrieady ¢labm Florida as their ome of recond’

BOLMEY 1raq and Afehanistan vetersms will
retice to Florida in the next two vears®,
Extrapoelating  national. VA noumbers,  the
news is poim for our new residents:
- 5 im 10 will have a service-related dizability

- 2%, will suffor feom the effects al Pasi
Traumatic Stress

- B of those with Post Trawmatic Stress
will mint seek treatment

- 19% will report Past Traumatic Stress
symptoms classified as “serlous lenctional
impairment™

Service Dogs Can Help Veterans
with Post-Traumatic Stress

Our program 5 dedicated w0 providing
servace dogs to the brave men and women
who honorably served our country, muny
of whom suffer from the effeess of Post
Traumatic Steess, m addition to hearing and/
or mobility foss. Dogs Faor Life, Ine. (EYFL)
hasz been trmming service dogs o help
veterans combat the effects of post iraumatic
stress since 2010, Specifically, DFL Service
Dogs help veterans by:

I, Waking them from mightmares
- 113 of Florida’s adult homeless are Yeterans,  Creating o “safe zone’ around them 1o

ond 45% of them will suffer from memal allew distance from peopbe in a crowd

x 1
iiness 3. "Watching my back™ - dog sits down with
= Flonida 5 home to the highest number of back 1o owner's back to alert 1f anyone

(=

amputees from the Galf War-Erz® approaches

[DFLis committing our 25 vears ofexperience 4. Making a perimeter search inside of the

i trarn service dogs for these Florida veterans home
in meed, 5. Barking when given a hand signal if the
owrer feels the need 1o leave @ siressiul

situation

- 6. Cailing for help on aspecial K-9 emiergency

phone

7. Providing deep pressure for calming ellect
B. Reducing  hvper-vigilance  throveh  insk
T

L Slpretar- olff

£ Fameidnal
e
et

. Leoq) Frrires

O September 5, 2012, e Department of Visteran Affuirs (VA ) amended s regulstions concerning veleruns
i need of zervioe dups. Einder this final male, VA will provide o veleram with visual, lusnng, oo mabdllby
impseirments, benefits to suppor e vse of @ servios do. a5 part of e management of sch impainoenis. The
hepefits mohade assistance with veterinary care, truve] bersefiss nssocinhed with obtnining and taining & dog, and
the provision, maimenance, and replacement of hardwsre required for the dog to perfoem the tasks necessary
iy assis such veterams

Haride Deparmment of ¥Yoterans Adlaes
Shoobadingg $o Dol Yeterans Dirdis
Wailivr Bead Arimy Howpital eiimans
PO e e, Vel




Application Approval

| have read, signed and understand the
Off-Leash Dog Park application.

* | understand that all dogs can bite. 1
realize | am responsible for my dog's
safety and assume all risks for myself
and my dog for injury, loss or theft.

* | have attended the Canine Behavior
Workshop. 1 understand there may
be situations where my dog 18 not
compatible with other dogs in the
dog park.

* The dog described in this
application has attended the required
temperament evaluation.

* | agree to remove my dog from the
park if, at any time, it is found to be
incompatible with a dog or person
already in the park upon my arrival,

* My dog is currently vaccinated. 1 will
provide current proof of vaccinations,
and | understand proof of vaccinations
are required every vear.

Chwmer's Initials Daie

Evalugtor’s Signature Date

To be signed on Dog Park Orientation date

Off-Leash Dog Park
Information

All persong applying for use privileges at the Off-Leash
Dz Park must abide by all Park Rules and Regulabons,

Cost: $100 Orrientation fee.

Tax deductible donations needed and appreciated.
Orientation fee is non-refundable. Scholarships are
available to those who qualify. In honor of DFL's
Assistance Diogs for Veterans Training Program, there
is no cost for military veberans or first responders to use
the park.

Payment Method: Cash, Check or CreditDebit Card

Application Process: All dogs must be inoculated,
neutered and social. All applicants must attend a dog
park orientation and canine behavior workshop.

Dog Temperament Evaluation: Each dog’s
temperament is cvaluated 1o determine social ability with
dogs and people.

Canine Behavior Workshop: Onentation includes
a caninge behavior workshop where dog behavior, body
postures, communication and canine pack structures are
explained,

Dogs For Life Mission

A non-profit organization devoted to improving the
quality af life for people and dogs through training
Assistance Dogs, Pei-Assisted Therapy Dogs and
owning and pperating an Off-Leash Dog Park,

Dogs For Life Programs

Assistance Dogs: DFL iz accredited by Assistance Dogs
[nternational and specializes in tagk training hearing and

maobility service dogs, as well as psyvchiatric suppor
dogs for veterans.

Assistance Dogs for Veterans: This program i
dedicated to-providing serviee dogs to the brave men
and women who honorably served our country, many of
whom suffer from the effects of Post Traumatic Stress,
hearing and/or mohility loss,

Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs: Our certified voluntesr
deg teamg have been providing unconditional love and
support o children and seniors in Indian River county
since 2002, DFL teams bring warmith and comfor 1o
people at assisted living facilities, schools and the Off-
Leash Dog Park.

Community Outreach Programs: These programs
include Dog Behavior and Obedience training for the
public and members, a5 well as sponsorship of the 4-H
Dog Masters Club.

Dogs
For Life

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Cmﬁniun Dog Training &
-Leash Dog Park
Email: dogsforlifevbi@bellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

[Diogs Por Lite, Inc. bs a noa-profit, facesesapt organiestion as described
wnder the lnernal Bevenue Code S0[(cl 30 Fadipal 1130 31- 2300597

Safety For The Park

Rules are for everyone's safety and promote pood etiquetie.
The disregacd of any rule may resull in a grievance béing
filed against any person or dog.  Grievances will be
reviewed by the Dogs For Life, Ing. Board of Directors
and may result in loss of park privileges.

Rules and Regulations

1. Only pre-approved dogs may enter the park. Dogs
must wear 8 buckie coliar when i the park (no
choker, spike or electronic collars).

fredi

Dogs must be leashed when entering and exiting the
park. No exceptions.

3. Dogs are not allowed W chase people.

4. Do owners assume liability for any noa-member
invited mo the park.

5. Dogs are not allowed to dig. [f dogs do dig, owners
must rmmediately fill holes.

f, Owners must clean up after their dogs and must
deposil waste in receptaches.

7, Dogs over § months old must be spayed/neuterad and
no puppies less than 5 months of age are allowed.

% If your dog acts aggressively, you must leash your
dog and immediately leave the park.

9. MNo dog can be in the park without an adult in
attendance. No more than 2 dogs may be brought
into the park by any individual

10. Park gates must not be left open. Waich for dogs
o that they do not escape from the fenced areas.
Orwners are responsible for ensuring that their dogs
do not escape from fenced areas.

11. Mo bhicycles, skateboards, skaters, scooters or
motorized devices, except wheslchairs, ave allowed

12, No food, dop  treats, alcohol, smoking, glass
containers or sticks are allowed in the park.

13, Children under 8§ years of age are not permitted
in the park. At no ime should anyone run or chase
dops.

14, Park hours must be observed.

15, Dog owners must treal each other and dogs with

respect ot all times, Threatening, rude or abusive
hehavior 1s not allowed o 1oleraled

16, Mo toys are allowed in the park

Dogs
For Life
Off-Leash Dog Park

365 days

a year!

* 4 acres - safe, clean, fenced

Walking trails

Restrooms, chairs and benches
Separate areas for large and small dogs
Separate training area

Shade and watering stations

L

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center

1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

Application

Mame:
Address:
Chity: —- Liap:
Phoe:

Email:

Dog’s Name:
Dog’s Breed: _

Age/Birthday: Male Female

Vet Clinic:

Preferrved method of communication: O Emall 0 LLS, Mail

How did vou hear about us?
O Member O Friend O Ad O Dog Park Sign U Event

O Other

I, the undersigned, in congideration of park privileges in
the Off-Leash Dog Park, hereby releise from liabafity Duogs
For Life, Inc., its Board of Directors, employees, agens and
wolunteess and waive any right that 1 may hove i the lew ic
recover medical, progerty or bodily injury damages, regardless
of cost, ma redalt of any injury | msy sustain foom oy dog o
gy ather dog, while on the property of the Dogs For Life, Tnc.
Off-Leash Dog Park,

| further agree and assume the risk for participating iv
programs &t the Off-Leash Thog Park where there are dog:
whose femperzment may be unpredictable, T also assume ful
responsibility for any injury that may ocour o me. (o my dogis
or my property. 1 waive any right that [ may have fo institun
legzal proceedings to recover costs of nny kind

Phited™ides Releaae; 1 will permit free use of my neme
wviden and pictures of mysedf andior my dog for DFL brochures
newsletters or prometional material, including social medin.

| have rend this entire application ard am fully aware that thi;
constitutes & waiver and relense, | hereby certify that | am ovie
| % wearg of nee and of sound sate of mind

[:'Ix'.'nqr'-i Signature [

Refemad by




SOME PEOPLE DO NOT “LOOK
DISABLED.” WHY DO THEY

ASSISTANCE DOGS
WE NEED AN ASSISTANCE DOG?

LCOME

Do

Do
For Life

Training Service Dogs Since 2002
7T72-567-8969

TYPES OF ASSISTANCE DOGS

Guide Dogs assist their blind or visually impaired
partners to independenty and safely negotiate
the envitonment by GUIDING them around
obstacles, safely across sweets and stopping at
curbs and steps,

Hearing Dogs assist their deaf or hard of hearing
partners by ALERTING them o sounds such
as the smoke alarm, relephone, alarm clock, door
bells, sirens, stove, or dryver timers.

Service Dogs assist people with mobility or
peychological impairmenes and can be custom
trained For the particular needs of the individual.
A dog trained in mobility task work can help their
partner stand up, pull a wheelchair, open doors
or cabinets, carry items: (groceries,/ medication),
tettieve dropped items (keyvs/cane) or tap a special
911 phone. Service Dogs also assist individuals
with symiptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress and can
be mained to wake someone from a nighrmare,
conduct 4 perimerer search, find an exir or creace a
“safe zone” around their partner,

such as & wheelchair ‘or a cane, The human
parter undoubtedly has something known as a
“hidden disability” such as chronic back pain, a
serions hearing impairment, or 4 neuro-selaee or

pevchological disorder.

ASSISTANCE DOG?
Most assistance dogs wear a tag, vest, harness, or

backpack, however, these formsof identification
are not required by law. You should never peran

assistance dog when it 1 working as this could
distract the dog’s focus from its human partner.
You can talk 1o the person, not the dog, if they
are not busy and are able o hear vou,

Do
For Life

Assistance Dog, Per-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Dog Tralning &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

dogsforlifevbibellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

GUIDE DOGS When you see an Assistance D g "on Llu:};" e
HEARING DOGS nssured there 5.4 [:U""-l reason for it, even if the
SERVICE DOGS human partner does not use obvicus equipment Or k| e

Legal Rights for
People with
Guide Dogs,

Hearing Dogs,
and Service Dogs

Assistance dogs are
“Yask trained”

ta meitigate the disability of the
peapie who own them.

L EDITE
W 4

Laws that protect the rights
: le with disabiliti
who have task trained their

i 5:

Federal faws which protect individuaals with
dizabilities  include the Americans with
Disabilities: Act (ADA, revised 2010); the Fair
Housing Amendments Act {1988); Sect 304 of
the Rehabilitanon Act (1973); and the Air Cardler
Access Ace {1986),

The ADA 13 the federal law that governs access
tights to buildings, businesses and  public
sccommadations for people with service dogs.
For more information, visit wwwada gov or call
1-B00-51 40501,

The ADA and Florida law both define a service
ammal as any dog that is rained 0 do work or
perform tasks for a person with a physical or
paychological disability; the work or task must
be directly related to the individuals disability.
The disabled person must have a disgnosed
impairment that substantially limits one 6r more
majot life activiey.

Service dogs are working animals, not pets, A
dog used only for crime deterrence, emotional
support, comfort or companionship does not
qualify as a service animal under this defnion,

These laws protect the nghs of individuals
with disabilitics to be accompanied by their
trained service dogs in taxis, buses, traing, stores,
restaurants, doctors’ offices, schools, parks,
hotels and orher public places.

== @ = 2%

Flogida State Statate 413,08 defines the nghis and
responsibilities of an individual with a disability, use
of a service animal and prohibited discrimination in
employment, public accommodations and housing
accommodations.  The law also provides for
criminal penalties in the following circumstances:

Any person, firm, or corporadon, or the agent
of any person, firm or corporation, who denies
of interferes with admittance to, or enjovment of,
a public accommodation, or otherwise interfercs
with the dghts of an individual with a disability
or the trainer of a service animal while engaged
in the taning of such an animal, commis: a
misdemeanor of the second degree. (55 4)

A person who knowingly and  willfully
mispepresents him or herself as using and being
qualified to use a service animal or as a trainer of
i service animal eommits 8 misdemeanor of the
second degree. (55 %)

Reasons 10 Deny Access

Under Federal Law, 55 36.302 (¢)(2) of the ADA,
access can be denied for two reasons: (1) the
animal 1z out of control and the animal® handler

does not take effective action to control it; or (2)
the animal is not housebroken.

Under Florida Law, F55 413.08 (3)(f) access can
also be denied if the dog’s behavior poses a divect
threat to the health and safery of others

Allergies and fear of dogs are not valid reasons for
denying access or refusing service to an individual
with a scrvice dog If a service dog 15 properly
excluded or removed, the public aceommodation

== &=

must provide the disabled individual the opton of
continuing access o the public accommodation
without having the service dog on the premises.

Summary of Law:

Physically or peychologically disabled persons
have the legal dghr to be accompanied by a
specially trained dog in business establishments,
heusing and accommodations where the general
public has access and on all common carriers. No
extra charge can be levied because of the dog’s
presence, bur the dog user is liable for any damage
the dog might canse to the premises.

Businesses

When it is not obvions what service an animal
provides, only limited inquiries are permitted.
Business owners or employees may ask two
questons: (1) 1s the dog a service animal required
because of a disability; (2) what work or rask has
the dog been rrained 1o do.

Staff cannot ask about the person’s disability,
tequire medical documentation, require a special
identificadon card or training documentation
for the dog, or ask thar the dog demaonstrate is
ability to pecform the work or sk

service dogs can be any breed or size and are
not legally required ro wear special equipment
or tags, Cernfication or registtation of the dog
as & service animal is not required under federal
ot Florida law It's the training to do work or
perform tasks that makes a service dog legal, not
the ID or ‘clothes” they wear.

SR



DFL Community Outreach Programs

Off' Leash H"T Park usage for owners of dogs
ulated, neutered and social. Dog
behavior and park orfentations are scheduled by

Hhiat are i

appointment and an arlentation fee is required.
Walking trails, water, and shaded oak trees are all
a part of this safe and controlled environment,

Dog Behavior Workshops and Obedience

Training is available for the public by
appointment for a nominal fee.

4-H Dog Masters Club is available for youths
between the ages of 8 and 18, which promotes
respansible pet ownership skills, self-confidence
and leadership skills.This program is
sponsored by DFL at
no cost tothe club.

All donations to our
community outreach
programs are fully
tax-deductible.

DFL Assistance Dog Training
and Administrative Center

In response to growing needs in our community
and beyond, Dogs For Life has constructed a 2,400
sq. ft. air-conditioned Assistance Dog Training
and Administrative Center at our 4 acre Off-
Leash Dog Park located at 1230 16th Avenue in
Vera Beach. This facility enhances the Dog Park
Campus and gives DFL exposure to the public,

The néw building houses administrative and
training areas and the increased space and central
location allows DFL to better support the people
who need the specialized services we offer.

The center allows us to increase the scope of our
Community Qutreach Programs by training
dogs vear round. It also enabled us to expand
our Hearing Dog and Veterans Assistance Dog
programs with the addition of a simulated home
environment,

Administrative Offices, Training Center
and OfT-Leash Dog Park

Dogs
For Life

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Email: dogsforlifevhi@bellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Dhoggy Bor Lifio, Ine. i a o profit, be-exempe anganisation as diseribed
ander the Intermal Riromm Code S EE3E  Federal D9 31 - 1800500

Dogs
For Life

Improving The
Quality Of Life For

People And Dogs
AT NO COST TO OUR CLIENTS

d)

fames Taylor, S5G, U8, Army (Ret,)
Irag War Veteran
and his Hearing/Service Dog Pia Pia

Asgistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center

1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

Dogs For Life Mission

\ mon-profit organization deveted to improving
the quality of life for people and dogs through
training Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisted Therapy
Dogs and owning and operating an off-leash
Ju_t: P:Ii“.‘-

Assistance Dogs are trained to perform tasks to
assist a person with special needs 24 hours a day.
This critical help enables their owners to lead a
life of self-reliance and independence. Dogs For
Life specializes in training Hearing Dogs and
Service Dogs.

Hearing Dogs can be trained fo alert their owners
to a knock at the door, a telephione ring, 4 smoke
alarm, or an alarm clock. Many other sounds
such as a babv’s ery or an oven timer can be added
o training depending on individual needs.

Service Dogs can assist with mobility challenges
and psychiatric support. They can be cross-
trained to open and close doors, turn lights on
and off, tap a specialized K-9 emergency phone
for help, carry shopping bags, and bring items to
their companions, The dogs can also be trained
to watch behind ones back, create a safe zone
around their human partner, or reducing hyper-
vigilance through task work.
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Assistance Dogs For Veterans Training
Program “task trains” dogs to assist veterans
with hearing and mobility challenges, as well as
the effects of post-traumatic stress.

Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs provide
warmth and comfort to individuals in need
of support and unconditional love. Certified
volunteer teams provide pet-assisted therapy for
children and seniors at assisted-living facilities,
schools and at the dog park.

Average Cost To Train A Service Dog

Ivirpika T oy o) ieRs I'H-gj- For Life ia arlele da (RLLEY lile
oy sl traleing free af charge B e ciems

Team Evaluation Process UMIT A¥E.# TOTAL
Client Application Review S50 hr, 4 300
Homme Vis Head Tralner & o
Aesgnied Tralnar 575 1 §75
Shefter Visits B Dog Temperament
Evaluation $50/he. f £300
et o Adopt Dog £120 1 $120
Administrative Pecord ¥eaping £50 T ] 5300
Training Equipmment
D Card - In Training £15 i §15
Yackat & Patches - Tn Training 5135 1 125
Canire 911 Emengency Prone 264 | 3264
Training Supplies 250 1 +250
Basic Behavior | Obedience Training
Group Obedience Classes £100 4 5400
BEC Canine Good CRizen Test £10 2 i)
Public Access Traint &75/he: 10 5750
Administrative Kesping S50/, & £300
Task Training: 3 Tasks Minimum
Assigned Trainer 42/ hr 120 £5.040
Heag Traines $75/he 36 42,700
Adrministrative Record Keeping 50 9 44608
D Card - Codified £15 1 515
Parsonalized Coflar & Laash;
Mew Jacket Patches 150 1 %150
Administrative Record Keeng 50/he 3 3150
TOTAL Initial Training  $15,782
Annual Recertification & Support
hanual Recartification £750  1ys: 57,500
Apnwal 1D Cards 15 My 15
Bepigeement lackets, Collars & Leashes. §175 4 700
Agministrative Recond keeping e hr 10 2500
TOTAL $24,632
Additional Costs For DFL Pre-Trained Dog:
Yeterinary Care
Imitial Exams & Vaccinations 280 1 5280
Hearteiorm; Fles Mads 40 Gmos. 5240
Subtotal $520
DEL Housing C
st of Service [og Puppy 51,000 1 51,000
Boarding SES{daE & mos. 34,550
Foed & Treats $10 fmos. 5800
Crate & Dog Bed 2400 1
Subtotal $6,550
GRAND TOTAL w/Additional Costs §31,702

Your donaton B tar dedoclible as s cPenilatie conribusion for Fesnd
o fae parposess nder sacion B (3) of B kermal Pereanus coda,
Aagsyason # GHYEEET, You sl recoie 3 waike fanapl and roguls’ updalkes
thieugn tha Doges For Lifi, b, P Prints Hewelids:d.

Weare grateful for your support. Should you ave &ny
guestions pleass call our office Bt |7T2) BET-2888.
A copy of e oficiat regiialion and fAinancial i oy be i el

from e Divison of Corsusr Sendoes by calisg e G200 4I5-TI6%
wihin e slala
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Howl -O-Ween

SEBASTIAN

n News

Vol. 13, No. 6 www.HometownNewsOL com Friday, Oct. 30, 2015

Perfect pet ‘'Pawade’

Dogs For Life held

_ its 1ath Annual
r. _ Howl-o-ween
Pawrade and Pet
Expo Saturday,
Dozens of dog
OWNErs were on
hand for the
annual event,
Lilly Springer
came as Little Red
Riding Hood and
her Yorkshire
terrier Oliver, was
grandma,
Dogs For Life
offers programs
for assistance
dogs, pet assis-
tance therapy,
companion dogs
at their off-leash
park. For more
information call
(772) 567-8969.




OOGS FOR LIFE, INC. <dogstorlifevh@belisouth. et
Faesday, Octoter 27, 200154222 M
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Cobaect DFL"s Howl-0-Ween Photos and YouTube witeo
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Alsa be sure to check out the YouTube video donated by
OhMo! Productions
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IN SEASON

Pawrade

Bruni Serrano gets
Jasmine ready in her
not-so wicked witch
costume. Dogs for Life
held its 13th Annual
Howl-0-Ween
Pawrade at their off-

| leash park. Dozens of

'  dogs dressed in the

holiday best assem-
bled for a parade
around the park.

Cliff Partiow
\ staff photographer

Events

From page 36

$35. For more information visit afpin-
dianriver.afpniet.org

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 18

+ Sebastian Arca Historical Society,
“Flounder Fishing at Sebastian Inlet
State Park” by Ed Perry, Park Services
Specialist, Sebastian Tnlet State Park.
Morth Indian River County Library,
1001 Sebastian Blvd., CR 512 at Rose-
land Road. Admission is free. Refresh-
ments provided. For more informa-
Hon coll (772) 581-1580 or email
sahsi@att.net.

» Free Wildlife Tours, 8-10 a.m.
every Wednesday, Movember through
March (except holiday weeks), Pelican
Island Mational Wildlife Refuge. You
MUST have a reservation. For reserva-
tons call (772 581-5557, ext. 2,

THURSDAY, NOV. 19
& SATURDAY, NOV. 21

October 2015

* ‘Riverside Goes to Hollywood:' §
p.m., Stark Stage, 3250 Riverside Park
Drive, Vero Beach, Two. evening per-
formances, Thursday and Sarurday,
following an already sold-out musical
réviie luncheon ‘on Nowv. 19. Enjoy
some of the most beloved and
acclaimed songs from Hollywood
mugicals. Tickets are $45, For tickets ar
more thfarmation, call (772) 231-6990
or visit www.riversidetheatre.com.

THURSDAY, NOV. 19
- SATURDAY, NOV. 21

‘That's Emtertainment!’ variety
concert: MoAlpin Fine Arts Center,
IRSC main campus, 3200 Virginia
Ave., Fort Pierce. foin the IRSC "Com-
Py singers and jazz ensembles ina
celebration of elassic jazz, pop and
Broadway music from past to present.
Show times aré 7 p.m. Thursday
through:Satirday, with 2 2 pamn. show
on Saturday. General admission tick-
gls are %15, For more informtion,
contact the IRSC bax office ai (772)
4624750 or visitwww.irsc.edu.

See EVENTS, page 39
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Ay Suvwsal Bowel-T-Wiesn
Dog Costume Pawsrade & Pat Expo
October 24, 2015
Registration - 2 pm * Pawrade - 4 pm

Bt Undarmpfse
Henry IX Schumann

Dogs For Life Off-Leash Dog Park
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

772-567-8969
www.dogsforlifevb.org




ShaIIr.FErier

From: CHOGS FOR LIFE, INC, <dogsforlifevhibeltaouth ne =
Sent: Friday, Octaber 16, 2015 4:18 PM

To: dogsforifevbilbellsouth.net
Subject: Qict 24 Howl-0-Ween Pawrade

Don't forget to join us for our Annual Canine Howl-O-Ween
Pawrade Saturday, October 24th at 4 PM!

I

L4th Aol Bow-O-feen
%‘é mmmmn %‘%

1230 16th Ave, Vero Beach
T mnm iy
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Service dogs “paw it forward” to military and sw enforcement veterans

Ferger founded Dogs For Life based on her passion for helping veterans and people
with disabilities. “We recognize each person’s disability and determine how a trained dog
can help”, she states. “Dogs interrupt panic attacks, anxiety, PTSD to name just a few,

One of the things we teach is "lap’ where the dog makes full, comforting contact with
Darel, a Labrador retriever, is a retired law enforcement K-9 and is now an assistance the veteran®, she adds. “It's like a dog hug”.

dog. Returning soldiers and law enforcement personnel often suffer from PTSD after a traumatic
event. Founder and assistance trainer Shelley Ferger of Dogs For Life is increasing the number of
service dogs trained at their facility in Viero Beach, Florida to accommodate the growing
demand. Dogs For Life is one of only four Assistance Dog training organizations in Florida with
Assistance Dogs International accreditation and is recognized by the Veteran's Administration,

i . o g : = 2 Fer—

Dawn Taylor, wife of Jim Taylor, 55G US Army Irag War veteran got Jim a rescued pug
named Pia Pia after he showed signs of PTSD. The pair went through assistance training together
at Diogs For Life and the family has seen a big turnaround. *“They all say they cannot believe
how 12 ibs of love could change this man into a happy and smiling person again. Jim does not
hesitate to tell anyone that Fia Pia is his angel.”

Another favorite task assistance dogs perform is "Watch my six” where

dogs alert to anyone approaching from behind. Dogs can also provide stability
50 the owner can stand without help from another person,
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Ferger believes that dogs are a workable altematiu:e to medication and augment talk Iraq war vet lim Taylor's assistance dog Pia Pla is trained for many of the tasks veterans
ther?w to a great degree. She is_ backed up by the Dperation Wnlﬂmundl stl.fd'y' that showed and law enforcement want, such as alerting to a deorbell or knock, babies crying, tea kettles,
service dogs were 85% effective in helping with PTSD as opposed to medication and talk therapy stove timers and they can even distinguish between a cell phone and house phone. Some dogs

each at 50% effective. are also taught to dial 911 on a special phone in an emergency.

Almost once an hour g military
veleran commits suicide

Almost once a day an active duty
soldiar commits suicide

More suicides omong active duty
saidiers than combat deoths

i 1in 5 veterans deploped to lrag or
Afghaniston suffer from PTSD
OF major depression.

Ferger is increasing the number of dogs she trains to accommaodate the growing need
and echoes the sentiments felt by many: “They deserve our help for all they have done for us”.
On October 24th, Dogs For Life holds its annual Howl ‘o'ween Pawrade at 1230 16th Ave. in
\ero Beach, Florida to raise money for their work. Judging by the chart below, they will need it
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Dogs

For Tife

1250 Teth Avenue = Vers Beach, FL 32960

Service Dogs For Veterans

A Message From Kothi Sehimmanm

Dogs For Life, Ine. isone of only four Assistance
Do Training orgintalions in the state of Florida
recopmized by the Veteran's Administration (o
certify Service Dops for Veterans,

As stated m the Federal Regmister, “Service
Ligs Must Be Certified by ADE oF Internotiono
iwide Dog Fediraiion for Feterans with Vicual
Hearing, or Subsranriad Makifin Tripairments in
Receive Benefire

DFL's prestigious ADI acereditation enzbles our

serviee Dogs to eater VA and military facilities, and
ouf' dozs” owners are cligible to roceive benefits.
Diogs trained by other greanizations do not have
hizse privileges.

Our dogs have been wming lives around sinee
2001 hecauge they enrich people’s lives - providing
ears that hear smoke alarms, paws that tap 911

buttons in emergencies, and that provide
whabrifity s J

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?
The sobering fact is that suicide is rampani’;
Almast anee an our - every 65 minutes —

amilitary Veteran commits suicide

Almost ppee a day an active duty soldier
commits sujckde; 349 in 2012 — a record high

Thiere are now more suicides among active
duty soldiers than combat deaths

Veterans make up 7% of the American
population, but they account for 20%,
of its suivides

Our Veterany deserve our help!

Our Veterans Are Returning Home ... Without Homes

A briel ook ad the nateonal numbers sl gives wsan idea of what awaits us here
in Florida:

- 20" million Veterans have served our country sance Seplembes 2001

- 3070007 members of our armed forees are lkely o e the military in gach
of the riext fonr years®

Cuirrent binnelessness staiistice do pod bodie woall for these brave young men ancd
WomEn

Post Traumatic Stress, Physical Disabilities

& Homelessness:

Wb does Posi Traomugoe Seness have o cdoowilh bomselessmesesT  The sl Tt s
- 23 af hemieless Frag and Afphonlsien vererans fave Post Traumaric Siress”

Poat Trawreatic Sivess i egven far mone commaen than physical wounds among
troops who have served 1 Irag and Afphanistan;

< 36,0007 kave been diagnosed with Post Trauneatic Siress {some studies indicate
that wp o 70% of Veterans suffer from Post Traumatic Siress)’

200 e o Ve
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While unemplovment, powverty, lack of suppen networks and - substandarnd
honaging are major reasons thal many Meterans become horeekess: 2 closer look
reveals thal disabifiries, both mental awd physical, preceds and contrboie 10
these conditions™

= 51% ol individual homeless Vieterans have dizsahilities

- 50%% have serdons aearal Miness

- T0% huve substance abuse prodlems

Bl ey

calls mad to the

o o 11
What™s even worss:
= 1AM veterans are considered “at eisk" of homelessness"

Moreover, the WA says ihe numbiers could be kighes because they include onky the
Bemmzless the departrent is awane of ®,

; Compeanding the problem is the fect that cor Irag and Adfghanistan vebs ane
different fromn other Visteruns, “They ‘re vaungern suich mee savey ana shey don ¥

nevessarily fike fo a5k for belp ™

Mo one who has served onr country should ever po witheut a safe, stable place to eall home.
Those who keep us safe deserve our help now!

Dogs For Life Programs and Services

Amantance D are specially wained v perfonm tasks 10 assist & person with o special nesl 24 bours o day, 363 days
8 yeaz, bo provide-a fife of self reliance and independerice for their companions. [ogs For- Life specializes in hearing,
meckaliny und pevehiatric support trainong al e charge (o our Clents, [Dops can be coossed-trained depending on the
peeus of e compans.

Service Dogy for Vererais Training Program "task frains” dogs 1o assist our Veterans woth hearing asd obality
chisllenges, a5 well a5 the effects of Post Troumate: Stress, This mnovalive program 1$ cemain o give back 1o ow Velerans
who have given so much 1o ssere our freedam.

Pri-Asinted Therapy Pogs peovide wasmth and comfet tooindividuals i veed of support and uscondisonal bove.
Cletified vidumtesr dog teams provide pet-assisted therapy for children amd sendors. Since 2002, Dogs For Life volunieer
somms Ry vissied 23 facilibies an Indian Biver Coutiy.

Comawmnity (hafreach Propraes: e ¢ Dog Belwvior Hotline, Dog Placement Refermal Progmm, Doy Behaaor
Wirkodhwops s Obsintienoe Training Classes: The (ff-Leash 1xdg Park Campus has served 492 neenibers sice opening in
Felwrary 2007, Memberships belp 10 fund programs and services

Kathi Schumann fives Materan Jm Taylor and e Hearing:
Service Cog Fla Pia's specis! treal &l the Schumann Racstrack

. The fastest growing need fir Service Dogs i
in Fiarida, and it is for the brave military-men and
wormen who served our country!

231,000° Veierans of ‘Afghanistan and Trag
already elaim Florida az their home of second!.

S0,000° Iraq and Afghanistan Velerang will retire
to. Florida in the next twi years™,

Extrapolating national VA numbers, the nisws is
grim for our new residents:
= 3 in 10 will bave a service-related disability
= M %% will suffer from the elfects of Posi
Troumatic Stress
- 5% of those with Past Troumatic Stress will
not seek irentment
- 19% will report Post Traumatic Stress sympioms
classitied us “serlons fanctional impeirment™
= 143 of Florisin®s adult homebess are Veterans, and
43%a of them will suffer from menda) illness'
- Flomida is home to the highest nwnber T
of ampatees from the Ciulf War-Era L C

" el = =

DFL 15 committing eur 25 vears §
of experiente o main Service Dogs %,
for these Florida Veterans in need
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Service Dogs Can Help Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress

I Department of Veteran Adfhirs has fong recognized the effectivencs of
Service Dhags for Veterans: The Departmemt s curmenthy spossoning 3 study
to evalante the effectivencess of ‘Service EProgs-as a weagment method for Post

Tranmatic Siress

Other programs indicate':
Treatment via medication
Falk therapy

Serviee Dogs

S0 effective
S0 effective
H4.5%% effective

James Tegdor. 5506 ULS. Ay
CREL L Irag Wi Yeleran ang e
HearngSecvioe Diog Pia Pia

Dogs For Life, Ine. (DFL) Service Dogs afready help Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress by sk
training hearing, mobifity and psychiatric service dogs. a5 well as dogs that can he cross-trgined depending
om the Meteran s aeeds. Specifically, DFL Bervice Dogs help Vetérans with Post Traomatic Siress e

I, Waking op the owner from mghimares

2. "Creating a Bamier™ aroomd the gwwer 10 allow distance from peopls in a craoverd

3. “"Watching my hack™ - dog sits down with beck 1o owner's back o alert 1f anvone approaches
4. Making a penmeter search mside of the home before entry

5. “Popping acomer” - lovking both wiys before a person enters a room or long hallway

6. Barking when given a hand signal of the owner feels the need to leave a sressful situation
7. Providing tactile stimulation o disrapl emotioral overload of the owner

B. “Breaking the Spell™ and/or combat sedative sade effocts

Y. "Finding the Cayr™ - when owner needs fo exit building quickly and get to 3 car
. Calling seicide hotling on 4 special K-9 emerpency phone
Il Carrving backpack with medical supplics and'or water
2.  Providing decp pressure for calming effect
13, Reducing hvper-vigilance through teamwork
l4.  Serving as the owner's “combat buddy™ 1o provide security and mitigate Toneliness

Cur dogs alse help provide the emotional stability that Veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Sress
g to restore peace in their everyday lives, They ingtill the confidence necessary to be ahle 1o letve the
house, or woenter & confined space like ah elevator, This critical help enables their owners 1o lead a life of
selfreliance and mdependence.

" O Septenher 5. 2002, the Depariment of Vetern Afziss (WA ) amended is repilations
concerming. velerans in beed of seovice dogs. Under thiz-fmal rude, WA wall provide 1o
velemins wilh visual, hearing, or mobility: impairments, beoefits o appoen the e of
i Fm iy dog as gk OF e nuangpenrear of such inpainoems: The benefns inchide
nssastasen with viterinory care, truvel benefis essociated with obtining snd tremag
oz apd the provigion, maintenance, and replacement of kardware reguired fiar the dog
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Dogsfurhfeﬂowl—ﬂ«—Wm |
Riverside The Autumn Equinox waslast week, |
MM&QWﬂeﬂmmm 50 we can start thinking about pumpkin
tuctic “fmmmemﬂn weather and all that comeswithit! |
From 2 to 4 p.m., on Oct. ﬁ.ilagﬂu
Life will hold its 14th Annual Howl-0-
Wml‘awmdekﬂetm
| &mmaamamgﬁrwm
alike, and extra festive with gmmm

- - costume.
| ETﬂnThEEﬂWﬂEM“‘m
mwmmﬁmw
at10 am.and 1pm,, Oct.3.

Then at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., on Nov. 14,

RCT On The Go will present“The Tiger
Who Came To Tea”

Ihemﬂﬂaﬂmlgm:mmhe-

MMWWWIMB

Hmammmm

pany is donating juice toward the cause

LammmeatnagsFoer_

e s
—m———

The free tickets will distributed at the au-

ki st srteens | LnmaRIBSSO] Moniday, Sapterer 2672015 ] 7

IN REMEMBRANCE

ﬁhnm‘m,-* Duke Scales, Bu-
ﬁa America, and beni-
thoem by Fathiee D Newluart,
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Ha].'m Dick W this is a
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ﬁnrhi:rn lnlamq;'
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wy father’s brother,
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Golf Tournament
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VOLUNTEERS UNITE FOR DAY OF CARING

" .
reakiis] pap rally o Fifst Prasbytesan Church befor

Cipgad Life gate naw mulch than
it vy coalnty:

Brttamy Auld, Erin Faines. Jess

Lo =
¥ E | -.h |‘_
ﬁ1‘vﬁr“ p
e

.-1.'::.'-'!'.'51‘|'H.h."|" Drog, Pet-Assisted Thevapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training & —. :
Off-Leash Dog Parkam S22
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Cowbhoy Beer Night

I
il
(8w

e o bt

T
. -rlu Tl




Johns Island Grant

MEWENOTEWORTHY

Dogs For Life Receives Grant

A e Il Fouandanem iverdod Dogy For L I d 516550 gren, The fussding wa provile expanded Bandiupped

S e dog park os el 5 Ee cladoor aining arkak This generons grant will alse belp oonmdete the dranage prioject
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VERC BEACH MAGAZINE'S ANNLAL GUIDE PROMIDES A COMPREHENSIVE
REGISTRY OF NOMPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR AREA
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aro Beach and lndlan River Cognty are blessed with people swho give Freely of thetr time prerpy and money

e help others. Mo matter whers your Intetests lie, we have a number of organizations that you can oo
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Vero Beach Elementary
PTA

" TI'IH.Nﬁ YOU! -

This certificate of appreciation is presented to |

DOGS for LIFE

for

| ~ Supporting our PTA 2015-2016







4-H Dog Masters Club
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Club wants children and youths to have
doggone good time

PO WE TRIAMN WOICE

R LI Tranisy Conttr,
i ﬂ‘r
PG 16 Avenue, Vero Beach.
Hmhuuhlp in open to children
ﬂfﬂ to 18, or still
|.'h Humh-mmmnm
dogr. Lesrn to use
ruluhrmnml to have fun

1 sotivities the club
um:ur include bﬁn dog

i ke *

Phata courtesy of Dogs For Lite
Indinn River County children recently participated in a fundralser for the 4-H Dog Masters Cluly at Dogs For Lte, Viero Beach. Veter-
ans and cvilians with childien nﬁnnmumgad to attend the clul’s upcoming arlentition meeting Sept. 8.
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International
Assistance Dog Week

2015 International Assistance Dog Week
Tour The DFL Training Center

You're invited to tour the
Dogs For Life, Inc. Assistance Dog Training Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

August 2-8, 2015

www.assistancedogweek.org




2015 international Assistance Dog Week Fact Sheet

e a2

tmenataead Assiptance Dog Week was (rested 0 recognize all the dewated, Rt
Agmstarce Dogs transfoem the leres of their human partners with debibitating plwsicad and
“‘mh werving & their companion, felper, aide, best friend and close member of

What are the goals of intemational Assistanice Dog week?

The goals sce by vecoynles aond Hane the ardwesking assistance dogs; rakse awaraness amd
-sducate the public about how these spacially trained animad are aiding so rany people in cwr
communities; honot the puppy raisers and trainers of assistance dogs; and recagnize heroic deeds
parformed by assistance dogs i aur communities.

Are all zssstance dogs retrievers or are they other breeds o well?
Aasiztance Dogs can be from a vanaty of breeds including, but et lienited to: Labrasdor
Retrgwerd, Golden Retrievers, Standard Pogdias, as well as shelter dogs.

e can | oot o information abiout Assstance Dogs?

Yow can ga to the wehsites for Intemational Assistance Dog Week [www.assistancedogwesic.ong)
ana Wocking Live Dogs (www workinglikedogs.com). You can also check out Assistance Dogs
tenatosal (wew assistancedogsintemational, ang) and the Intermational Assocration of
Adintance Dog Partners -I'ﬂ-lr.i;a-l;l_p.-l:-rg]-

Wt g of activities can | take part in during Intermnational Assistance Dog Week?
T poor focal Exzictange Dog Traming Canter at Dogd For Life, Inc. 1230 16th Avgnue, Vera
B, FL

WS ipaesceng International Assistance Dog Waek?

Sesatoesl Lssstiasce Dog Week was establishad due to the efforts of March Davis, a
gt S e g5 years and CEO of Davis Inngvations, a consulting fiom based in SantaFe,
S D e ssthor of “Working Like Dogs: The Service Dog Guidebook, "and she is the host
o The et salie proaram, "Working Like Dogs,* at www _patliferadio,com. international

Aassaoy Dog Weak & facivtated a8 a program of Soutful Presence, a nonprofit Davis established
fell < e b =R ORI ETIT Y

W tpceen oF erwstance dogs ace there !
e sy people st lemifiar with Guide Dogs, those that ascisty peaple with vision loss, not s

Iy peapis avw peace of the other types of assistance dogs workden today, Hera (s a description
o T oo S o e s dogs:

Suste Dogs - Ausast peaple with vision osd, leading these mdividuals around
Ehvycal sbwtaches and to desinateons such 25 saating, (osting streets, entering
of ewifang Soorwayr, clevaton and ftaneays.

Sarere Dags - Asia? peiphs with disabditses with walking, balance, dressing,




transfeiring from place 1o place, retrieving and carnying items, opening doars
and drawers, wﬂqmmmﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂqﬂmm
choses, sach 35 putting = and removing dothes from the washes snd drpe

Hl:#ﬂhﬂ#-ﬂhrtpm-;ﬁﬂﬁihﬂhﬂhﬂmﬂtmd-ﬂ{
skt Tuch 35 doorbels telephones, crymg babees, sinens, aosther person,
BTG bl o ey, koo ot the e ov FRCAE Fre e Cleck slarven

Seicore AerrSemare Beuponss Dogt  Alert or respond 10 medc sl
o, Each e beart STIRCE, SDThE, Solaiey, eDOe0Te e

Are assitance dogs allowed 1o g0 in tH restase et i e St ceen though
other pels can't? o

¥ed, mdagﬁthnumﬂhﬁmmﬁﬂ
Disshilitias Act (ADA), they are guarantesd equal sccess to sny snd ol establishments
and accommodations; no extra charge can be levied bacause of the dog.



"The Voice of Experience
Veleran Voics is 8 weekly newspaper for velarans,
active military; their familes and their fiends.

2 » AUGHST 28, 2014 » VETERAN VOICE = THE WOICE OF EXPERIENCE

_Celebrating valor







Sign Language Class

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Thevapy Dog,
Companion Dag Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

You Are Invited to Attend a Free

Sign Language Class At The DFL Training Center
With Instructor Whitney Mann
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach

Register now for this FREE 6 week Class
Starting Wednesday July 29 from 2 - 3:30 PM
772-567-8969

Learn the Sign Language Alphabet, hand shapes,
expressions and etiquette.
Basic communication and key words.

JUL 8, 13
AMOURNT

3058
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Korean War Ceremony
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Hammer the

Dachshund
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1st Graduation

= THURSOAT, JUEY S, 2015
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‘Vet, assistance | @ e
dog earn honors | SR
‘at 1st graduation
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Fake Service Animal




Vero Beach Dog Park
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Gra

duation

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC. <dogsforiifevb@belisouth,net >
saturchay, June 27, X005 1226 PM
dogsfarifevis@bellsouth.net

Hearing & Servics Dog Graduation at DFL

Dogs
For Tife

Assistonce Dog. Per-Assivted Thevapy Dog.
Coumpamidon Doy Tradning &
(HT-Leest Dog Park

Assistance Dog

Crraduation
Ceremony
Well Anended
And i Huge
Success!

DFL held it's first Graduation Ceremony at the
DFL Admingstrative & Training Center that opened in
Judy 2014, at 1250 16th Avenge in Vero Beach, FL.

"We are thrilled to have hasd s0 many distinguished
guests on hand to help s eelebrate” said Shelly

Ferger, DFL Founder and CEQL

Danief with his hearing dog Ariel and Nocine with her
hearing & service dog Relly, have completed all of

the requirements of DFL and Assistance Dogs
Interzational to graduate the DFL Assistance Dog
Training Program with honors.

They will now b seen around town with their
asFistance dogs. 1f yoo want, you may ask ahout their
dags training, but please do ot pet their dogs as this
diztracts them from their work.

Dunied and Ariel began training in April of 2014, and
have completed 64 hours of In-Mome Training and 14
hours of Public Access Training. Daniel was sible to
tukes an & week old puppy and bring her to full Public
ArncessHearing Dog status.

Norine and Kelly started training in Jupe of 2084, and

opmpketed their 6 month certification in October of
2014, Norine was instrumental in helping to tram her
second bearing dog with DFL. The Ceremony marked
Norine & Kelly's 1st vear Re-Cectification.

Hearing dogsare trafbed 1o alert their ownersw e
knock at the door, the phone ringing, an alarm clock
and the amoke alarm. Other soonds can be trained as
neadied. Service doge are trained toassist thew
owners with balancing on their feel, picking up itoms
or apping a 91 ¥-9emergency phone, Service
chiogs can akso be tealned o h4-|:|'| samenns with the
effects of post tranmatic stress, such as waking from a
nightmare, creating subtle barriers in crowds, and
atltviating pncoming pamic attacks. Other tasks can
be trained to mitigate mobility and stress related
wsnes a8 meeded.

For sdditionat information eall 7r2-567-8060.
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NGRADULATIONS DANIEL & NORIN

1
BFL Crrachiunting, Teams: Dantel wath Ariel and Morine w

s
$ =t
I
i
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John Schumann, Jr. poses with DFL President Eleanor Bengyak and
DFL Vice-President Kathi Schumann, and DFL Hearing Dog Team Joan Freeman and Daisy.
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aniel & Ariel at
Graduation




DoOoGSs FOR LIFE
Pet Assisted Therapy

_Pel: Sunny - 10 Ib. Maltese

Voluntear

Program / Facility Report

et Assisted Therap

Voluntesar: Edna Hitzel Schubert

PAT-Booth

Facility Visited | PAT-Booth-stc | B of peopis| Residant's -H-IIFIIDEl Asimals Responsa | Comments
Harbor Chase PAT aporox B receptive, coemiforted calm, gentle  |Shelly brought sslertion
Sommarset !qu“&uﬁ-lng that one resident heid oo
aro Beach FL  |Poind of Entry lighthy_ardiisted

Fresentation  |Group & Sunmy showid slight
Eana Sherry  |individual [On resident not 'mgn of siress (yawned)
Saphny FOOM:s reggansive or welcommg when not comfonake
on residerds lap-adhisied
(ONE NEgRNG MBEHOnSe
from resident - ol
PAT approx 10 [receptive, comiorfed fcaimer it with e e
Sommerses TeeThaiDered Eons s MG YaEwning rasidents - quastioning
Vo Beach FL  |2nd wisdt indiviciual [ Sunny jor fidgeting some nol “loyers of dogs’
{Edne & Sunny  |rooms D werhe dedighbed with
Sunny was wisit.  Last vis® wigh
hiEdtwiay combontabie “niegatree” rasident was
Vi iwih tha car FIONS responsieg e
ride - curious wRlcomang. Held
Hien slept coenation about Sunny

(Bt no "hands on™




Johns Island Grant
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John’s Island
Foundation

awards grant
to Dogs For Life

Mary Kemper
TTEFT WRHTER _
msmperdve teranvaiceweskly com

A huge thank you goes oiut to the John's Island Foundstion for their
$12,679.50 grant awarded to Dogs For Life [nc., Vero Beach. This
funding will provide expanded handicapped accessibility in the Dog
. Park as well as the outdoor training areas.

This genercus grant will also help complete the drainage project
throughout the DFL property.

sance 1997, DFL has been working to improve the drainage through-
cut the property and now the John's-island Foundation is poing to
help us complete this preject. “We are thrilled that all of our clients
who nse wheelchairs will have total access to the outdoor training ar-
eas,” said Shelly Ferger, DFL founder and CED. *Thanks to the John’s
Island Foundation, this 8-year-long drainage project will be finished.”

Eleanor Bengyak, DFL's board p.resident added “As the only Assis-
tanee Dog Traming Center in the area accredited by Assistance Dogs
International, we have specific standards we have to meet in arder
to meintain our accreditation. It is our goal to extesd the minimum
standards and raise the bar because our clients deserve more than
the minimum.

See GRANT page 4

GHAH;'-frum page 3

“We are proud and honored that the John's Island Foundation is
confident in our organization, and we look forward to sharing with
them the results of their investment,” e

Kathi Schumann, DFL's board vice president, sajid “Since the Assis-
tance Dog Training and Administrative Center opened in July 2014,
the number of local residents and vetérans enrolied in the Hearlng
and Service Dog Training Program has doubled, and we need to b=
able to efficiently and effectively use all the space we have, indoors
and out, The John's Island Foundation is helping uz do that.”

LDogs For Life, Inc. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life for people and dogs through training Assistance
. Dogs.

. For more information about DFL’s Assistance Dog Training, Pet-As-

. sisted Therapy Dog Training, or Off-Leéash Dog Park contact Ferger at
(772} SHT7-8969 or visit the website at wwnw. dogsforlifevb.org.
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Florida veterans
populatlon growing

Patrick McCallister

FOR VETER AN YINCE

patrichumiccallistergyahoo.cosm

The Department of Velerans
Affaird recently rélénsed its 2014
Geographic Bistribution of Expens
-:I‘:imw:-zr The nanual document
helps the Forida Department of
Veterans Affairs and others low
where the veifrans are.

*The numbers look good for
Florida,” Steve Murray, comini-
nications director-at the state
veterans department, said “We're
anly about 100,000 bekow Texas.
We may bump up ahead of Texas

veterans. New York lost its stamus
a8 a millionweieran state a <ou-

le years '
FDUJ;HI ﬂ:l.f:w claims the largest
number of veterans in Florida,
with about 98,860, Hillsborough
comen 0 with the second most
weternniln the Sunshine State,
94,500 There are 22 countles
with moere than 25,000 vwierans
and 11 counties with mare than
50,000, Liberty County has the
amillest number of veterans,
B65. It is'ani of only two counties
with fewer than 1,000 valerans

In the Veteran Voles coverjge
area, Brevard County has the

about 320 million toduy. In other

words, veterans are in the next

30 years going to drop from about

T pervent of the population to 3.5
ent.

Nevertheless, the Florida Legis-
lature sent & measage during its
2014 sesalon — the state wants
veterans, The House and Scnate
pnanimously adapted the Florida
CH B bast year, and Gov, Rick
Boult — a Navy veteran — signed
i foeg alier. The Florida Gl
Bl Wi omnibus legislation that
eoinbined numerouas milltary-
and veterans-rolated bills, but
crention of Florida is for Velerans

— ruw called Velerans

— was s core. |t was

the Floridn sermad

e BB A o SR I
autonomousky.

The state-created not-for-profit
got $300,000 from Visit Florida
“for market research on the vl -
eran and military community and
to achvizse Visit in the de-
velopment and implementation of
o marketing campalgn encourag-
ing veterans atd service meribers
to make Florida their permanest |
residence.” And Viait Florkda s
directed to use §1 million annual
iy to do that marketing catn palgn.

: . most veterana, 67 060, Heading [ L - B TTIETYE
here in & lﬂmﬁ"ﬁﬂ"“'-ﬁ ida in th south, Indian River has slightly i - r : y
E:}L:Tul " E:E:cfulm " maore than 15,200, 8t l.n.u:l:;dhun . 4,
: - slightly more than 24,100, Martin | ,
From 2013 1o 2014 Florida went Just.more than 15,000, )

from aboiat 152 milhon veterang
to 1.58, gaining about 63,000,
Matonally, there was & slight
increase, from 21,582 153 w
21,894,286, aboul 12,0800 more,
Texas picked up about 12,700
veterana, going from 1,667,740

1.680.4 18 veterans,

Californla s the most verer-
ans of any atate in the nation
ahout 1,8 million. Floridog Tomas
and California are the anly three
slates with more then o milllion™,

While there was a slight uptick

ik the number of veterans from
2013 to 2014, the population is |
reducing. The population de- .|_ _
creased about 17 percent from -
2000 to 2014, The veterans pop

ulation is projected to decline to -

Tewegr than 14 million within the ‘ I
niext thgee decades, At the same
time, the American population

in growing. TheiCensus Bures
prajects that theréll be about

400 million by 2050, Tip from
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Makeover pro apace on Brevard Corsair

A vintage 19605 Navy Comalr jet, on loan
1o the Brevard Memorial Center as ron-
ovatlon efforts maove farward, is gatting
cloner to the goal of getting the plane

" that &ir once again, Craw members in-
clude, from left, front, Bill Kewaloyk, Bob |
Doyie and Donn Weaver; rear, Bob [ v,
"Hﬂuﬂnnnn, Anthany Cannini and
Enrigiom Barnes (not shown: Dave Brands
antl Roger Scruggs) |
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i1, of Vera Beach, who spent four years in the Marines, was pne of Lo
ateive Service dogs from Dogs Far Life on Saturday afternoon. “She’s helged
justa ‘getting up off the conch and doing stuff with m "“‘.“ﬁ““'“-'"’!-*ﬁ%mk'
ho seffers from heasing 1oss and post-traumatic stress disorder. In addition to his dog, Ariel,
graduating Fi“ﬁﬁaﬁm Votrovek and three other veterans also were presented with
ahand-stitched quilt by members of the Quilts of Vialor Foundation, Aiso graduating during
tihe event was Kelly. 2 service dog for Nerine Coody of Vero Beach -h. To see more photos, visit

-
For #ife
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TR & TLE e

Veteran Daniel Vatrobek, Verp Be. i

j .  Vers Beach, and his service
For L[fe Inc., 'hfem Beach. Votrobek is just one of many
ed with service-dog training since it started,
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From: Judecaroled@comcast.net
Sent Friday, June 19, 2015 1:53 PM
Tac dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net
Subject May PAT report.

Yikes. So sorry this is so late. | had NY company and "life" got in the way too so | apologize for not
getting this to you on time. Not that anything has changed. Group is getting smaller and smaller and
the staff has all changed. The original aids are gone, Mary, Amy and the rest are gone as well. The
new clients are beginning to bond with Hammar. He still has a few favorites that go and they're
explaining to the others what he does, how cute he is (how can ya not notice???7?7?) etc. One of my
girifriends who visited me in May | brought to DFL to show her the facility. She was VERY
impressed! | was very proud to be a small part of all you've accomplished. It's dead as a door knob
in Vero now that summer is here. Actually, summer has been here ALL YEAR... Heat is just

awful. Ham goes for his yearly shots on Thursday. I'll fwd. his shot record for his file. | haven't told
him yet. Just dropping him off for his usual groom and then they'll surprise him with the needles! |
can't bare to watch so | just drop him off and pick him up when it's "all over" He ate my girlfriends
$400 pair of shoes within 20 minutes of her visit. Her wifi charger, silk underwear, a stick of butter,
dinner rolls and attempted a garganzol salad which he apparently didn't like. All because my friend
ponded with Sally Ride, the hound from hell. Here I'd been bragging on him being a highly trained
PAT dog and he blew it! He was insane with jealousy because Sally for once in her life got all the
attention. | think he needs a tune up in the attitude department. He thinks it's always all about

HIM! Little creep. Again, sorry for not getting this to you on the first. Since the shoes | doubt anyone
will visit me again for a few years so I'll be more timely in my reports from now on now that | don't
have any friends left. | did ask my friend when she'd visit us again and she asked me "how long do
Doxies live" Guess that tells me her answer. She mentioned the Rainbow Bridge. | covered
Hammars ears on that snarky comment....Love ya girl and as always, thanks for the opportunity to
serve! xxx



RANGER POZIOMEK

n June, 2015, a farge but undernourished biack dog was

picked up by Animzl Control and brought to the Humane

Society shelter. Mark Poziamek had just lost a dog he had
loved for 16 years, and when he heard about the big black dog he
came to the shelter to see him.

Mark and his wife Lisa decided to add the nameless canine to
their family, which already included three cats, a stray and two
adopted from the Humane Society. Mark recalls that the new dog,
who was about a year old, was skin and bones and had bad teeth,
With good food, lovingly cooked by the Poziomeks, he developed
Inte the 90-pound family member with good teeth now named
Ranger.

Ranger is currently in training at Dogs for Life to become a
service dog. As a service dog he will provide needed assistance to
MWark, who has a balance impairment and depends on Ranger for
support, '

Ranger has also learned how to swim; his first time in the water
was a challenge but now he does just great! A recent photo of
Ranger practicing his new swimming skills won first prize in Vero
Yines Best Dog Photo Contest,

Go Ranger| &

Ranger and Mark Paziomek

Editor's note: If you have adopted from the Humane Society and would like us to publish your pet’s story, please contact Joan Patota at
regpatl@msn.com,

HUMARNE SOCIETY OF VERO BEACH & INDIAN RIVER COUNTY



* Free membership for Military Veterans & Assistance Dogs

THANK
YOU FOR
VOTING
FOR US

FOR BEST DOG PARK

4 Acre praperty located
at 1230 16th Avenue,

Mature Oak Trees,

winding trails,
water fountains,

chairs & benches.

Dogs
For

Extablished m 1997

Separate areas for:
Large Dogs/Small Dogs
Training/Transition
Meamorial Garden & Pavilion

All dogs screened
for temperament, all dogs
inoculated, neutered & social

Summer Membership Special
only $50/6 MONTHS

Join the DFL Off-Leash Dog Park and enjoy
recreation with your dog while supporting
4 non-profit organization that frains hearing
& zervice dogs for the community incleding

local military veterans
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”bEDrEr
_— BEHAVIOR
— TRAINING
.|"'|"-'-| ir:r

+* Schotarship Memberships available
* Spon to be installad, lights for use after dark

winding trails,
watar foumisins,

Sunvnzr Memborship Spacial
only $50/6 MONTHS

e
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Announces
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dﬂ#hfﬂnmﬂng Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog

Companion Dog Trafning &
OfYF-Leash Dog Park

Off-Leash Dog Park
Summer Special

$50/6 months
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Youth Guidance Excel
Club




Armed Forces Week

Open House

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC, <dogstorffevi@belisouth.net>
Friday, Bay 08, 2015 4:52 Pr
dogsforlifevhi@bellsouth et

Arnmed Forces Week Celebrated at DFL

May 11 - May 15
Mon - FRB -4

Dogs
For fLife

Open House to Celebrate
Armed Forces Week At DFL

Open House at DFL
In Honor of Armed Forees Week

In honor of Armed Forces Wesk DFL will hold an
Crpen House for anyone intérested in learning mare
abut raining for Assistance Dogs for Veterans

Veteran Dog Teams will be on-hand througheut the
wieek 1o answer guestions from the public;

[f wom wand to schedule n ime to meet with a Veteran,
pheaze call ahead to make sure we're "covered”.

O just drop by for Informalion, 3 tour ansd
refreshmenis.

Tours will be offered Monday, May 11 through Friday,
May 15, from § AM - 4 PM. at the DFL Assistance Dog
Training & Administeative Center, located at 1230
1ivth Avenue in Vero Beache

For additional information call 772-567-8g6g.

Be sure and visit the DFL Booth and Service Dog
Teams on Armed Forees Day, Saturday, May 16th a1
the Victory Center in the Indian River Mall 11-12:30.

-
eyl

DFL Veteran Assistence Dog Teams will be on hand during Arimed Forces Waeek at the
Diags For Life, Inc_Traming Ceaie
To amswer your guestions copeemimg DFL S Trlning Frograms,

Tany & Shadoswy, L. A& Darel, Jim & Pia Pla, Jay Harrie, DFL Asgistanee Dog Troiner, and
Bill with Loda:

EVEN MORE TO COME
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onghi g Pet blessmg

Bright gives
Raymond a head = |
1"}'\ "“k ,. 1&1#1;_: |

scratch during
Saturday’s event.

Below: Steve
Selzer and his
apple head
Chihuahua listen

as the opening "
prayer is read. _

o -

|  Formore than 30 years, the |-
Humane Society of Vero Beach and
Indian River County has offered a :
Blessing of the Animals. Over 100 _@“ 5
animals and families took part in

b 5 &
5 i ':-.I
o . H
3 e \
‘ 1, l. 3
- 1 j LT
Ll LAl | o

. £ Al
L i ey
-3 L'

|| this year's event The Rev. Chnisto-
. : pher Rodriguez and The Rev: Jason
: o) R o ) N Murbarger gave this year’s blessing. | % .
N A special award was given to the Photos by CIiff Partiowstaff ph

otographer
Dogs for Life organization for their The Rev. Jason Murbarger blesses Winnie, owned by Kimberly
B work with service dogs. Mudge. "
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In Memory

Of the Military Working Dogs
t served this country both
in peacetime, and times of war.
These dogs were our faithfull
companions. Forever loyal.

They were our puddies and
forget them.

tha

we will naver

EJFL 13




DFL History

History
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2001 Dogs For Life, Inc. filed for IRS 501{c)(3) Tax deductible status in August & September and the Florida
Departneent of State Articles of Incorporation. 2002 501(c)3) Status swanded on February,

STATEMENT: To train and certify qualifying o= assistance dogs for individuals who are deaf or
lruar-:i of hmmg, and or and phy=ically challenged. Provide training for pets and their owners for therapy visits
to area nursing homes and children’s facilities.  Provide pet behavior information with a telephone hotline,
Provide educational programs such a= anti-dog bite, and providing dog behavior amd obedience training for the
general public and groups such as 4-H Dog Master’s Club. Coordinate with local law enforoement and
Emergency Response agencies on the legal rights of assistance dogs. To enlist donors, stafl and volunteers who
are interested in sharing mutial interest in assistance dogs and training in general dog welfare.

1997 The Indian River County 4-H Dog Master™s Club, a5 & community service projoct, under the keadership of
Shelly Ferger owner of Shelly's Canine Community Center and began raising funds toward Indian River
County's first off-leash dog park.

1999 The Dog Park Club of Indian River, & non 1 organization, was formed to continue fundraising,
development and management of the park. Owver 380,000 in donated funds and invﬁmddammwﬁwmmlm:l
to build the dog park on 4 % acres of leased property at the comer of 12% 5t & 16" Ave. Vero Beach.

2002 The Dog Park opened for membership.

ﬂﬂ:e_,_ﬁ For Life?

2003 Dogs for Life, Inc. a tax-exempt non-profit organization adopted the Dog Park in July. The lease
agreement ended in 2007, Membership fees: $200 annually, second dog from the same household half price.
Qulifving dogs must be inocukated, neutered, and social.

2i)7 The DFL Board of Directors agree to a Capital Campaign to purchase the 4 % acres of dog park property
for $275,000. Assessed value was $450,000 and plans were made to build a DFL. Assistance Dog Training
Center with offices and restrooms.

2010 The dog park property was purchased by Dogs For Life, Inc.

2013 The goal of $350,000 was reached through a $ 100,000 matching grant 1o build the Assistance Dog
Training and Administrative Center.



2014

Un January I1.EﬂIdnmmumw&&hﬂdﬂﬂmiﬂgpmhﬂmdmﬁnmﬁMgmﬂm.

In June DFL moved into the Assistance Dog Training and Administrative Center located at 1230 16™ Avenue.
Shelly Ferger was hired as CED and Director of Training Programs, Debbie Burton a= Adminisirative Assistani
and katie Kowanic as Administrative & Fund Development Director, Condractors: Paula Via, Jason Harris and
Patti Schell work part time for fraining, office and maintenance duties.

The Center is & hub of sctivities. Regular basic obedience classes are open fo the public, assistance dogs are
traimed at the center on a weekly basis, the 4-H Dog Master’s Clih has re-started. The general public interest
haz increased 50%% since June in all of DFL’s programs.

Au.;mu&].rmmﬂdmmrhﬂsdmlndﬁnfﬂwms!tuupﬂaicihdﬂgpi:kfurdunmlymm:dngpark
orientation fee is lowered to a 1 x $100 orientation fee, and The Eleanor Bengyak Legacy Society is established
to help offsel dog park operation costs in hopes that donations will continue to support the purk forever,

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy
Dog Training &
Leash Dog Park
Nowember §, A New DFL Logo is unveiled, The Logo with a Purple Heart is to help signify DFL’s
commitment o training service and hearing dogs for our Military Veterans.

A Matching $100,000 Grant has been Awarded to DFL toward programs and operations for 2015.
Current Account Balances: $150,000

DFL's estimated Badget for 2015: $250,000

STATISTICS
Movember 8, 2014
Assistance Dogs Trained ———— 129 2014 Budget $85,000
Assistance Dogs Currently Supported 18
Assistance Dogs In Training — ty
Assistance Pogs For Veterans Trained ——— 11
Pet-Assisted Therapy Facilities Visited ———— 19 2014 Budget 535,008
Pet-Assisted Therapy Facilities Active ——— 12
Pet-Assisted Therapy Volunteers - ——a LS
Dog Park Users —— - - 116 2014 Budget S40,000
Actuzl namber of dopgs - . 134
Asgistance dogs / no charge — — 15
Scholarship Program / no charge -———0 18§
Community Out Reach Program 2014 Budget 560,000
General Public Support / Public Training / 4-H Dog Clab
DFL Board of Directors — — ——=§ | 4 Openings/Volunteers
DFL Staff -—— — - — 3

DFL Dog Part-Time Contractors — 3 Total 2014 Budget 5220,000




Dogs For Life on
Facehook

r Efe

mmmmﬂwﬁﬂmwng.

mmmm

Find us on

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/DFLVB

Find us, Like us, Share us with your Friends

Posting on Dogs For Life's Timeline
IT you wanl to share something with DFL friends, you can post it directly on the Dogs For Life's
limetine, To do this, stmply use the Publisher located on DFL's Timeline.

| § ] S For e, inc i W Mo Hows P Friends

. R
Dﬂ% R
F{}I' fE Dcn:ls Furule mu ;

Pl G ETERR P R  [300 [raireyg  Desatdiy Services
Urarganifg fraining 4

L BT Murd
Tiiadain
3 rons
% & Ruby will be at the park today at 3. Wha else is
479 going? She wants to ploy with her friends! ﬁ
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Woman of the Year




Congratulations to our 2015 Nominees
Join the Junior League of Indian River in honoring these remarkable
women at a luscheon benefitting Junior League initintives inchiding

0’7)?@’7 ?f" wmmﬁmﬂﬁﬂ"é? at 11:30 am

LOF THE YEAR | nsiive st b it

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF INDIAN RIVER (77127 9319 or estephens@omnitachelp.com) by April 22, 2015 at naom,
For mere infarmation about our nomanees and the event., vt [LIR.ong
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Park Improvements

Shelly Fen;a

Frosm LGS FOR LEFE, INC. «dogsforifevb@belisouth net s
Sent: Friday, &pnl 24, 2005 1147 ah

Tox dogsfordifevi@bellaouth net

Subject; Imperovesments Corming to the Off-Lessh Doy Park

For Tife

Attention Dog Park Friends

iITTN

You may have noticed the beavtiful umbreflas, tabies and
chairs recenthy added (o the dog park from very genemias
eontributinns restricted o these iterms.: We g ey
grateial for thess improvements to'the park,

Bl Tmprivem el are coming bo Ui BFL OF-Leash Dag
Park beginning Wiednesday, Aprlagih. East Cossl Toee
Conpany will be in the park Apeil-2gth amd goth e ik
anid thin 84 treds oo the four soee property. IUEE owr goal
and East Coast Tree Comnpany’s to make sare sdequine
sreas of the pack remain open for off-leash use during tiis
LireE

Plhease be mindfid of the wark and where it is being
condieted, Sabeby is alvays n priority for you and voar dog,
and whilie we want to make sure there is p plice to tnko
oar four legged Mopds during the work, §f yos see the
wirkers CoOMINR inko an area where yoo ane, piease leash
vt dhog and miove to another sechion-of the park

Eape helow for mmnre o

Do Park Drainage
Project to be completed

The John's [sland
Frmundstion his awarded
Diergs Far Life with a grant tis
anplete the 8 year loag
dirainage project. o

g diticim, wee will be
connecting 1he sheil
pathway from behind the
spnall dog area through the

{TRINiTE Wren

Pardon (hir hless
As We "Shed™

Thonks to o vEFy gEnEToUE
coniribution, the ald DFL
shorage sbed will bé “hiown
down” and a new, larger,
hirricane pated shesd will b
imstalled in the very nesic
futiare.

DFL T-Shirts will he
Avgilable for Purchase

Several peaple hirve asked o
parchiase DOFL T-5hirts
They are on orcker thiough a
local venador amd will be
availabde in the next weok oF
b, Tf vy ame {nterested in
parchasing one, please
contact e office al

o e i 1

Eind Us. Like Us, Share Us With ¥ ol Fnands
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: Exchange Club ‘Champions for
[mmm Charity’ donates to Dogs for Life
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American Legion
Auxiliary quarter
auctionis April 13

e 8 Come join us

Am!uﬂﬁ_:in Legion Aux- fﬂf d Flight ﬂf

: * fun, raffles,

50/50. Bring
"month we are 92 fOT paddle
' s o [ENtal and
| : quarters.
seryice dogs for veterans  Dove Chocolates, Every-
with hearing and/or mo-  thing Ecuadorian, jam-
B Pap et Eﬁ’&ﬁi“é’bﬁ?ﬁ i

of fun, raffles, Sﬂﬁi}ilrﬂ ‘i':"himnina]
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Veteran Voice writer given
award from Dogs For Life
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» 4+ acres - safe, clean, fenc
+ All dogs screened for tem)
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= Separate training area

» Watering stations, chairs

(772) 567-

Dogs For Life
Off-Leash Dog Park
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Donors And Volunteers
Are Celebrated

March 28: Dogs For Life e, colebrated those who
helpead mrsure the fulfdiment of thes mession i 2008 =1
tne annual Denor and Voluriteer Appreciation Awards
ak the Diogs For Lize Administrative & Azsctance Dog
Training Centex. “'Ne look forward to the ecent each year
It gives us the opportunity to express oW grastude 1o
our donoes and volurmeen,” stated Shelly Ferger foundes

Fedreidinar MYRTH A ek,
i G, Sorhumeaan

and CEQ: Board president Eleanor Bengeek aoded

“The numbeer of chents we are working with 16 become
Certified Heanrg Sewice Diogs has doubled in the lass
fem months. S0 far, we Have been able 1o keep v with e
demand, but only because of the donatons and volisntess
work that goes mto.-each client. Theseypecally trained

[hginn Mooir, Preston Cerick

dogs pertoem tasks by assating with medecal and ie-
coping sibustions hor peaple right here in our ocommems
including our miitany veterars, law enforcmment officens
and first responders.”

Recgnents ot tris year's Donor and Yolunteer Ssards:
Aszistamoe Chog Tedmn: L AL Byoowsioy and K-¥ Diore
Volunfeer of the Year: Eleanor 8. Sengy=k
tourriaism Awarg: Mary Kempes, Veteran Youoe
Diigital Media dward: Sharon Morgan

Cligital Media dwward: Preston Ormck

Pet-dzsisted Therapy Team: Ana Mortoya & Ok
Iigital Migka, Sharos Morgan Individual FRdanthroprst: Kathi G, Sohumann

Fidanréss o e - Yo
e rior Rmaniik

Corporate Philanthropist: Jeft and Sary Gormes
Coeat fo Coast Langscaping

1T Corporete Cmianchropdsty Soey and Pt Ak emind Thvsery Tearms Ami Tk Fitii o il L s T [E) Tl
T T G L T R T R ki Baiv i i Bjio=uiy



2014 Donor and Volunteer Award Recipients

Assistance Dog Team L. A. Bykowsky & K-2 Darel
Volunteer of the Year Eleanor M. Bengyak
Media Awards

Pet-Assisted Therapy Team  Ana Monloya & Oslo

Individual Fhilanthropist Kathi G. Schumann

Corporate Philanthropist

Please join us for our
2014 Donor & Volunteer
Appreciation Awards

Saturday, March 25, 2015
at 11:00 a.m.

Dogs For Life, Inc.
Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida

Refreshments will be served.

Please RSVF to 567-8%6%9
or dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

Journalism Award ~ Mary Kemper, Veleran Voice
Digital Media Award ~ Sharon Morgean
Digital Media Award - Preston Orrick

Jeff & Suzy Gomez, Coast to Coast Landscaping



ARCH 21, 2015

Dogs For Life celebrates donors and volunteers Re"

fr Mark Schimarn = Community News
NEWS RELEASE

[Iny For LIfE?

For LJ.fE,. In: will celel:lrate the -:i-::rmr-e. EI.I'I-I:|. ?n]unteeri wl'm J.'_I.El.]:lEd EnsILTE Lhe
fulfillrment of the mission of the organization In 2014 at an event to be held March
28 at 11 a.m. “We look forward to this event and having the opportunity to express
oaur gratitude o our donors and volunteers. Pogs For Life has 50 musch b be grateful for. B is our donors
and volunbeers who have made it possible for us to be working with so many clients today,” stated
Shelly Ferger, Founder & CEQ.

Board President, Eleanor Bengyak added "The number of clicnts we are working with to become
Certified Hearing/Service Dogs has doubled in the last few months. 50 far, we have been able to keep up
with the demand, but only because of the donations and volunteer work that goes into each client. Each
dog mitigates the challenges to their owner from mobility or hearing loss or post-traumatic siress.

These specially trained dogs perform tasks by assisting with medical and life coping sitwations for
peaphe right here in our community; including our military veterans, law enforcement officers and first

responders.

Diosgrs For Life is proud to announee the Becipients of this year's Donor and Volunteer Awards:
Assistance Dog Team — L A. Bykowsky & K-9 Darel

Valunteer of the Year - Eleanor M, Bengrvak

Journalism Award — Mary Kemper, Veteran Voice

Digital Media Award — Sharon Morgian

Digital Media Award — Preston Orrick

Pet-Assisted Therapy Team — Ana Mantova & Oslo

Incividual Philanthropist - Kathi G. Schumanmn

Corporate Philanthropist - Jeff & Suzy Gomesz, Coast bo Coast Landscaping

The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Administrative & Assistance Dog Training Center located at
12300 16™ Avenue, Vero Beach,

Dogs For Life is'a non-profit organization devoted to improving the quality of life for people and dogs
through training Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisied Therapy Dogs and owning and operating an Off-Leash
Dog Mark, If you would like more information on the programs and services provided, please contact
Dogs For Lite at 772-567-85960,
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Army vet

Dream Job

realizes dream
job with Dogs
For Life in
Vero Beach

FOR VI TERAMN VINCE

Part of the mission of Dogs For
Life, Vero Beach, i providing
raining for returming sarvicms
and their caning companions to
help tackie the daily challenges
of kife,

Mow, Artoy weteran Jay Harris in
going to continge his mission af
training atd helpdng full-tme —
up till mow, he haa been working
an a contract basls,

Dogs For Life board president
Eleanor Bengyak sald, “Since the
Asslstance Dog Training and Ad-
ministrative Cendar has opened,
the number of people and dogs in
training has doubled.

“day iz a team player, dedicated
to the DFL miasion. He has been
contracting with us for fve years,
afid who better to-assisl in the

trapning of dur heroes than some-

onie who has ‘been there?

“Dogs For Life is proud and
honored to bring Jay from a
contraciual status to 5 fxll-tme
empioyee, We nead the additional
help with training, especialiy with
the increass in e number of
military veterans we are working

"For me, it"s about giving
back. I know that sounds a
little strangs, coming from

another veteran, but t didn'e
sorve alone. [ might aot be here
today if It weren't for o many
atheérs who sevved, This is my
chance to gay thunk you and
Flve back to them.™

liy Horrie, tralnes

with.

“Jay, being a vetéran himself,
can relate to the brave men and
women hie fraine. He is truly an
Basel to the organization " added
DFL director of treining programs
Shally Ferger,

Harrig sadd, "For me, it's about
giving back. | know that sounds =
httle strange, coming from an-
other veteran, but T didn® serve
alone. | might not be here today
if it weeren’t for a0 many others
wha served. This s my chance to
gy thank you and give back to
them.,”

For more information on Dogs For
Life and (s misston, wei dogafor-
kifevh.org
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Accredidation

We Are Accredited by Assistance Dogs International

Gold Seal Achievement

Assistance Dogs International §

REDITE,
AR

o bk

The ADI Mission

Members must be accredited every 5 yeors

Compliance with AD| standards in all these operational
araas results in full ADI accraditation for a term of five
years and the award of an official plaque containing the
ADI gold meadaliion.

To establish and promote standards of excellence in

all areas of assistance dog acquisition, training and
parinership. Facilitate communication and leaming
among member organizations. Educate the public to the
benefits of assistance dogs and AD| membership.

Participating organizations undergo an official on-site
assessment conducted by highly skilled azsessors.
During the course of the visit, assessors interview
agency staff, volunteers, the Board of Directors,
assistance dog applicants and recent graduates, and
are glven access to a variety of agency documents

‘We ara proud io be an Accredited ADI member program

As o Member Program of Assistance Dogs Internafional (ADI)..

\We believe that organizattons and individuals involved

in the assistance dog industry have commeon goals and
intersats which are best achieved by uniformly complying
with all local, state and federal laws as well as ethical,
maoral and legal policies, practices and procedures.

We are honored to demonstrate our commitmant to
thiz belief through voluntary participation in the ADI
accreditation process.

Our achievement of full ADI accreditation means that the
facilites and operation of our assistanca dog program
meeat ADI's standards of excelienca.

ADI ond the Accreditafion Process

ADI is an international coalition with members
representing assistance dog programs from across
the world. The purpese of ADI is to improve the areas
of selection, training, placement and utilization of
assistance dogs.

Accreditation by ADI is a peer-review process, Itis a
uniform method by which ADI voting member agencies
can achieve compliance with the operational standards
of excellence established by ADI for organizations that
train and place assistance dogs.

and reconds,

The following areas are evaluated during the
accreditation survey:

Progrom Management

+ Application policies and procedures
« Canine management and training

« Teaching curficulum and instruction
» Program record keeping

= Volunteering

« Graduate input

Administration

= Qrganization

« Emergency proceduras and safety regulations
» Risk managemant

« Docurnentation

+ Business practices

» Written policies and procedures

Fucilities

= Building and grounds

*+ Safety and maintenance
+ Kennels

Community Activities
« Behavior of assistance dogs in the community
» Community education about assistance dogs

and be recognized for maintaining ADI's standards of
excellence in all areas of our assistance dog program,

For more information, please visit:
www.assistancedogsinternational.org
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It was 1o be a birthday party for the late Chief
Petty Officer and former Mavy “SeaBes" Charlie Cox
Feb. 4, but he died just days beforehand. The [ndi-
an River Veterans Council decided to turn mourn-
ing him into a Celebration of Life instesd.

In conjunction with itz monthly meeting, the
councll gave a tribute, attended by Cox's widow,
Busilisa,; and family and friends.

The ceremony began with a speech by Bradiey
Scott, 13, Vern Heach, o Leagues Cadet with the [a-
vid Mclampbell Construction Battalion (SeaBees)
of the Navy League Sea Cadets, Melbourne,

{Editer's note: Please see a feature on Sracley
Soott, and his *Change 4 Change 4 Vets” effort to
Felp veterans it need, in the Jan, 22 edition of Vel
eran Voice.)

Accompanied by his father, Mark, Bradiey had
most in the assembly moved and impressed,

T ke to give thanks to the coancil for allowing
mie bo speak today about Chief Petty Officer Cox,®
Bradley aaid.

“We in our battalion want to be just like him, We
WALt 10 recoghize a brother.”

Brediey then read “The Old Salt.” a poem by Mac
McDonald, which ends:

“As [ ook up at night, | envision The Qld Salt, &
berel draped just above the sye, a3 he draws upon
his pipe, quietly he waits: The guardian of heaven's
Emte,”

Hradiey then explained his *vision” — with the
help of the council — "to see that someday every
Soa Cadet in the notion will coflect change for our
patrints.”

Counell Viee President Curtie Paulisin then Fane
opening remarks on Cox and his legacy.

“He was the sldest veteran in Indian River County,
and he was a hero,” he said. *Not only to our coun-

Stalf photo by Mary Kemper
Indian River County Shedfl Deryl Loar speaks 3t 3 Celebration of Life ceremany for the late Chief Petty
Officer Charfie Cox, who recently died just short of his 105+ hirthday, a% Warg Beach Vetarans e, hesd-
qusrters, Vero Beach, Fel, 4. Listening are, from left, Indian River Vebterams Councl Vice President Curtis
PauBsin and Cox's widow, Busilisa, and farmily and friends,

“Anyone who knew him knew he was & resl pressnce, He would command ths
room, and with bls voles, he never needed a microphone.”

Curtis Paulisin, vice president,
Indian River Veterans Counci]

Paulisin introduced Busiliss Cox and
family gnd friends who accom Pres,

Fellow Secaber Bill Bayerle reflected on
Cax's life and carser, and rend o letéer
from national commander Jecry Landcas-
tie, who wrote, “Chief Petty Officer Cox
joined a brand-new battalion in World

ty, but also to his country and his family,
“Anyone who knew him knew he waz a
real presence,” Paulisin seid, “He would
command the room, dand with his vaice.
he never needed a microphone.”
An imwocation was given by Eric “Rip”

EETECE A HOYEE OHEA Weiler, of the council.

FAV HISL OETL Former Army Command Sgt. Maj. Edwin ~ War I, and wss thrast immediately into
O 3T B04 5900 Britt next paid tribute to *my fiiend, com-  danger.
QBACE LEH05 HI v sremnnnnnms Bd £S5 rade and buddy," whom he designated “He had little military training, but siills
o LAY AL LRI TR FLTEPCE | LPLRE | EPLTEL ER I A ELLL AP “an hondrary paratreoper.” | an electrician) second to none.”
After & rendition of * Grace” by Beverle puinted cut that Cox was in-
Delores Chambers, tl'h.e Colors were pre-
r 1 ™ e 1t iy E N L] P B PUAR T e o

“He was an unbsllevable ho-
man basing. [0 & recent con:
versation, he sald to me, “Joe,
they mothball ships younger
than ms."

CHARLIE from page 1

volved in "many, many” veterans’
organizations, and served as Vet
erans Memaorial Island chaplain
for 12 years.

“He truly lived up to the Seabees'
motis can do,” 1 wigh him calm
winds and lollowing sean

Indinn River County
Commissionsr Jos Fleachar

Beverle said that in addition to
hin many services to veterans,
Cox was also the founder of Hab-
itat for Humanity in Indian River
County —at the age of 80,

Reminiscences were next given
by Joe Martorana and Tony Rus-
80, members of both the council
and the [talian-American Yeter-
ang Association, of which Cox
was alae a member,

Martorana, the former national
commander, recalled that among
Cox's other Lzhmernits, “he
established the Four Chaplains
Legion of Honor Award here in
Indian River, and he even met
one of the survivars of the (LUSAT)
Dorchester.”

Memaorial lsland stewsrd John
Michasl Matthews spoke in trib-
ute to Cox's “deep sense of spirit,”
and Will Collins spoke on be-
ialf of the Vere Beach Veterans,
which donated the use of its post
for the ceremony.

Indian River County Sheriff

Deeryl Loar said "There's no way
te know how many lives he [Cox)
has tourched in our county.”

Weiler noted “the difference in
our ages” [Weller is in his B0s) —
"he remembered World War 1 —
ahd when | think of what he's ac-
complished in the 25 vears since
he turnsd 80, I'm ashamed.”

Indian River County Cemrnis-
sioner Joe Flescher spid, *He was
an unbelievable human being,

In a recent conversation, he said
to mie, Joe, they mothball ships
younger than me.”

“He could be anything he want-
ad "

Forimer Army Col. Tony Young,
preaident of the council, who re-
cently returned from & two-month
leawe of absence, said, “Charlie
told me, Twe been acound the
wiorkd, but I'm glad to be around
voli [veteranz].

“For hiz birthday, he aaked that
flowers be given to his wife. That
speaks volumes, Mrs;, Cox, his

otk

Photo courtesy of the

AN

Indian River Veterans Counci

The late Chiet Petty Officer Chastie Cou, conter, 5 seen at a récent Indian Rewier Whetar-
=ns Coundl functan, Hiz wite, Busilisa, is seated behind hem, and fe ic COETSing with
dahn Michae| Matthews of the Vetesans Counol.

stucoess in Hfe was born from
your love and affection.”

Young noted that after serving in
the SeaBess, Cox went on to have
o dong career in electrical engi-
MBering.

Laztly, Sam Kouns of the coun-
cil proposed that & Charlie Cox
Memorial Scholarship be estab-

lished for deserving lndian River
shudenis.

During a luncheon following the
ceremany, family friend Helene
Beck said, *They shared bove
every day, He had a Jong, produc-
tive life, and {Mrs. Cox} was his
caregiver in the last months.

"He will be sorely missed . ®



U.S. Army Veteran, Jay Harris,
Joins Dogs For Life on a Full-Time Basis as

Training Coordinator

1.5, Army Veteran, Jay Harris, Traiming Coordinator

For those of vou who have had the opportunity 1o meet or work with Jay, you
arc familiar with his dedication 1o the people and the dogs he works with. DFL
Board President, Eleanor Bengvak stated, "Since the Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center has opened, the number of people and dogs in training has
doubled. Jay is a team plaver, dedicated to the DFL mission. He has been
contracting with us for five years and who better to assist in the training of our
Heroes than semeone who has "been there™™

Jay added, "For me, it's about giving back. I know that sounds a little strange,
coming from another Veteran, but I didn't serve alone. | might not be here today if
it weren't for so many others who served. This is my chance to say thank vou and

give back to them.”

"Dogs For Life is proud and honored to bring lay from a contractual status to a
Full-Time Emplovee. We need the additional help with training our increase of
Military Veterans. Jay, being a Veteran himself, can relate to the brave men and

wornen he trains, He 15 truly an asset to the organization,” added DFL Director of
Training Proprams, Shelly Ferger,
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Meet Ariel — and her human —

who are fo

|".-:!:H'I'!'-!E-1'.-||:|':
SR ARTTR

Hﬁmperﬂ'-'nl:trum-ukmﬂjﬁum

Hhe's small, has besitifil hair,
bright eves and bounidiess enaor-
BY- She can leag orito a tall bed in
& mirgie bound and save her hu-
mans lie o the event of danger.
She can walt patiently under she
talle until & meal is done.

Sie oRn #ven “hepd® and bewp
track of those lssaer beings not
g:lflhhi with her sense of Orgariea-
;u;r:. In thers amvthing ahe can't’

o

The answer: Mot much_ Jyad
_ulsk her htman, Daniel Votrobele,
vero Beach, wha has Arel, a
Belgian Turveren (also knpwn as
Belgian zheepdag) in Eradning at
Dogs 4 Life to become a certifind
service dog.

Vatrobel iz 8 Marine Corps
veleran and recipdent of the
Purpls Heart Medal, for wounds
sustained in thres gifferent IED
explagions in [rag,

Enlisting in 2002, he served in
the initial svasion in 2003 as

SO ey Ry i e
PR Ry o
iir

-
= II-"’-'.'.rllll:'l_.

well ax later missions checking
viehicles and house-to- house
combat,

He sulfered hearing loss from
pmfm-_.:t_ed Sardrums, amony
other injuries, and the condition
appears 19 be getiing worse over
bme

1 Fguired T'd better get Ariel
trained in case it goes complete-
I#.™ he smid

That's where Dogs 4 Life came
i L
*My niEighbor, Barbara, fold
me abaut them,” Vatrobek smid,
"I contacted (founder and CEDY
Ehelly {Ferger], “I had just got-
tem Ariel in Tallahagsee gt 2
months old, She started Lraining
al 6 months, and sl almost 3
[vears sld} now,”

"To tell you the truth, [ was
a bit apprehensive nbout him
(Votrobek) providing his own

dog, without oy vethng it firse.”
Ferger said, “But as soon as [ met
Ariel, T oouald tell she has what |t
taboes "

Coge 4 Life, which just ch

It% dogo colar to purple — *ta hon-
A our weterans,” Ferger aaid, as
it reflecis the Purple Heart as wel]
— trains service dogs for veterans
with special nesds related o a
wide range of Injuries, whether
Bearing lops, paraplegia or PTSD,
as well ag civilians with similar
rieeds

Al & class on Feb 12 at Dogs 4
uile, Arel lesrned how to come
and get Vatrobek when she heasd
a knack at the doar, how to walke
him Up when & gmoke alarmm goes
aff and how to behave in & public
setting like a restaurant

Ferger and trainer Jay Harria,
an Army veteran, had Vatrobek
sitting at a desk, just as he

worild af homes. Whon a voharitesr
knacked i the door, Ferger or
Harrig wauld release Aricl, wha
then ran and alerted Vatrobek,
who gave her a treat both for
alerting properly and for sitting
when alw reached the doer,

E'U..I'Lr:h_'_ the snveke-alomm brain-
ing fwhich was purposely dane
&L the center, as Votrokek has
a newharn deughter, Cabrielis.
at heyne), Ferger made uae of n
mock bedroom, which i cion-
talned in a closst, complete with
8 real fold-dawn bed. Ariel sie-
cessfally “woks® Votrobek up
when the alarm went aff and led
hir g the door, earning more
I'-'G]I-:r.’l:l.cn'-:d trepis

tn e, shell be trained to go
outsicde Yourobek's home and wads
by the mailbax unti the farmihy
atmerges safely.

Cruring & break in the training,
Ariel jpined LA, (& Former lage-en-
farcement officer} and Daryl, and
Judy fwho declined to give her
sl name} aind Badey, out in the

rging a special bond

Sea NNIAS nana 2
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Marine veberan and Purgle Heart recipient Danied Vatrobek, right, snd his dog, Arie
ire uncergoang iraindrg 10 prepane Arel to become a service gog a1 Dogs 4 Life, Yem
Beach, with tha help of trsiner and Army veberan Tay Harrs.

DOGS from page 2

yard for & romig. Natugally, Aciel
tried to “ctganize” the other dogs,
whi sisply looked at her with
what could anly be ammisement,
Judy and Balbey, 4 "Labrado-
dbe,” are alao taking the sound
training, ag Judy has hearng
izzes a8 well. LA, visits Dogs 4
Life frequently with Darvl, & Lab-
rador retriever and former bomb *
dog, (o help the other dops see
how to behave properly,

After the sousnd training, the

group underwent “table” training,
which teaches dogs to lie gupestly
under o table in public siteations
likee poing ot for & meal,

Then if was aff to a real satery in
Vers Beach, to put the traiming to
A resl-world test.

Ferger showed Vorrobek how o
keep Ariel betwesn himeell and
the counter while ordering and
paying. a0 Re to Hmit distractons
feoen ol shve abiruall fe s Buasy
!'E!'..‘IL'EUTH.D['.

The ordering accomplished, Arie] -

fnally joined the other dogs un-

aft photo by Tiper

a5y

At the D d Life training centes, a mock badroam bedps simulate the home situations
of service dag trainess for emergency sitisstiors that might 1ake place whis the cren-
ar is asleep, such as someane knocking at the dooror 8 smake alarm galng aff

der the takble and, with the help of
treats and “stay” commands, she
sal at Votrabek's feet property
Ferger had a kot of praiss for
Ariel’s progress, “She picks things
up very quickly, and she's so
intelligent,” she said. "Thess two
are going to go e long way togeth-
er."
Votrobek satd Aciel already has
the instinct of protectiveness,
*Fhe helped my father-in-law st
Chrstmes,” He aaid. “He's dinbet-
i, wnd his sigar got low, He god
up and went do the door, but then

20t diserented.

“Then he found himssll sut oo
the road. Aresl went ta him; and
started pacing in circles around
himi. Sha waa very protective.

My father-in-law said the Isst
thing he rememberad was Ariel

ing wp to him,”

Votrobek said she's agually as
protective of his wife, Joy, and
daughter, “3he's pretty awe
HOTTEE.

(T beaurm mave aboil Dogs 4 Life
call {772 SET-G059. ar izt wnaw
dogsinrtifesh, orgl



Bridge Tournament

, e, Vero Beach Country Club
%‘ Dﬂ S E !f'L . BO0 30th 5t., Vero Beach, FL 32960
;-E Fﬂr fE i %ﬂ; Tuesday, February 3, 2015
= VE “A a0 Registration ~ 11:00 A.M.
I—{A : fl. HE 3 {T ﬁ Luncheorn — 11:30 A.M.
& Help Build A Bridge : Bridge - 12:30 BM,
Bl‘ldgf.‘ Tournament Masterpoints and Prizes
| Exciting Silent Auction Items!
iy N 50/50 Drawing i
(PR oAl
JU7%,  SANCTIONED DUPLICATE ¢ 7%,
e Master Points | First Overall g o]
ﬁ : Flight A, B & C ? :
#.;} ~ OR PARTY BRIDGE ot
. %75 Bridge/Lunch .
{850 Tax Deductible)
~ Limited Seating ~
Flease Reply By January 26, 2015
Eleanor Bengyak and “Mitzi"
Invite You To Support Committee Members:
The 5th DFL “Build A Bridge” Eleanor Bengyak & “Mitzi”
Bridge Tournament Eﬂlh;;;' didﬂjsfﬂm
To Help Raise Funds Betty McCalister
To Train Assistance Dogs in 2015
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Hi Do Buddies!

This week | met a Great Pyrenees,
Opal Schiesinger, who looks like a beau-
tiful, giant smowball. She lives in Sea
Oaks with her humans, Lil and Peter,
and she’s one of those pooches who

come from a long line of . She
has papers and But, even
though her Official Name is — get this -

Gardenia Ivory Jewel, for Lassie's sake,
slm?snﬂtamnl?alallﬁ-i'ﬂmu}rﬂmwaaa

HetHles ooy o iBews

When | arrived, she was on het leash
with her Mom, waiting for me In the
front vard. After & cautious wag-and-
sniff, her Mom said, "let’s go for a walk."
S0 off we went. [t was really pretty on
Opals street, jots of handy trees and
stuff. Arvd we ran into several of her dog
buddies and their humans.

I'd never gone for a walk with my in-
terviewee before and | guess | looked &
little puzzed, because Opal sald, by way
of explanation, “Mom says this is a good
way for us to get to know each other. I'm
still kinda shy and when we take a lovely
walk together it makes things easier, you
ko

"I never thought about it before"
I told her, "but this is nice. I think it's a
cool idea”

“Fwalk 3 % to 4 miles every day, mom-
ing and evening,” Opal told me. “And 1

also like 1o run around inside and jump

over stuff. I'm great at that!”

Back in the house, | asked Opal how
she found her forever family, Tumns out,
they'd had a Great Pyrenees before, for a

long time, named Oze. When he went to
the Big Dog Park in the Sky, they wanited
another pooch like him.
“Actually, Oze and | are related. Qur
dads had the same dad," Opal said
Then, in an excited voice, "I've gotta tell
you this story — my humans love to tell
it to their buddies. But their verslon is a
little different than mine,” she said.
“Can't wait tp hear it!" | was intrigused.
“Well, it was last Christmas Eve momn-
ing. Mom had to take Dad to the doc-
tor, but 1 didn’t get to go. | used to have
this terrible separation amxiety. Amy-
way, Mom knows | dont like it when
they leave so she left me a special meat.
There it was, in a lovely big pot right on
the stove, With a lid and everything —
just for me. So I very carefully got up on
my back tippypaws and gently, with my
nose, nudged and nudged and nudged.
Finally the pot slipped over the edge and
landed, as I had upright. The
lid had bounced off niceiy.”
I'm pretty sure my eyes were as big as
waber bowls, as | listened to Opal's story.
"So, then, T just stuck my nose in and
started nibbling. Man, it was fabulous,

Great Pyrenees who ate Christmas dinner

Serving mainiand Indian River County

Lots of delicious meat, and a lot of nice
juice. 1 kept pulling off little pieces and
them on the floor and nosing

“Dooch boy” | managed.

“Anyway, | was tsking a Hide nap
when, all of a sudden, 1 heard Mom
say, in her loud woice, "What did you do,
Opal?? Tums out, Mr. Banzo, I'd eaten
the entire Christmas dinner. Mom called
it Beef Burgundy. | mean, how was 1 o
know? Mom told me it was a pound and
a half of beef, with bacon and a whole
botile of wine. | thought she was just be-
ing nice because she knew 1 didnt like
to be alone. And it worked, too, because
| was s0 busy eating all that delicicus
food I didn't even miss Mom and Dad. 1
bet no other dog ever had such a great
Christmas dinner"

"] think that’s & safe bet,” | said.

"l had to stay in the den with my Dad
for 3 ¥ hours, while Mom cleaned the
kitchen. | guess it was a pretty big mess.
Then, two days later, Mom and Dad told
me | wasn't a little gitl anymore and
[ had to graduate to my own bed. But
that's okay, as long as 1 can have my fz-

mmdﬂmmymmmmdug

buddias?" | asked.

<= "We have this really cool

called Dogs For Life, Mmhersdgijpamr;
hamﬂﬂmtﬂnmﬁmundm.hhrﬁesﬁﬁ
are Sammi, Charlie, another Charlie,
Polly, Lady, Benj, Clem, Winnie, Tigger,
Dumﬂrm{;m-ﬂndﬂﬂﬂ-“

"wﬂ*"-}'ﬂuﬂtﬂmg‘empﬂme

LTEIH."IS&M.

can yap about anything."

"I knowt! But Lady’s my 1] BEE We

"But | have my job, too, Mr. Bongo.

and Dad are gone; [ don't freak out or
anything like that. | just push a chair
up to the dinlng room table, jump on i,
thén to thie table, where I sit and wait for
them. | jump off when 1 hear them com-
ing, So far, there hasn't been anything to
oAl p there, but maybe, somed ..

My ancestors were Spanish guard dogs.
They worked with the sheep-herding
dogs, standing guard se no other ani-
meals could grab any sheep. 5o | eamry on
the tradithon. | guard my family”

I knew she was right, but | couldnit
belp but think it would be kinda hard
1o be scared of anything that looked like
Frostie the Snowman, | wisely decided
not to share that with her.

Titl mext time,

The Bonz g
DON'T BE SHY

For a questios 'mﬂ:,_a‘:ﬁail
bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.




Vero Beach Magazine

| THE SCEM |

A whenlebe escorling ey docbrhung A crowd o dag lavers garheving far
ke Mowsl- 0. Wi Mewrade

Sugsarain! mungd fier sidmbic

Pooches Pawrade In The Dog Park

Spwcrarad &y Gewe and Martise Schunans

OCTOBER 18: Dogs For Life held thilr annual Hawd-0-Wien Pawrade

with 63 caninie entries and as many as 404 spectators taking & peek at

the pooches on pawrads. Attendess shapped local vendors such as the

Florida Veterinary League, Vero Insurance, CapHal lmvestments, Forever
Family Pet Cremations and the Voro Beach Veterinary Hospital,

Jast over $18.000 was collected through cash donations, rafles and wndor fens.

Claf e svimatin geiing a ride as
Svvn R rermae
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Dogs For LifeP
Off-L.eash Dog Park

Hours: Dawn toDusk
Memberships Available
For Information or Emergencies

567-8969

BFI, iy tai dedoctile nen profit erzaskzaios,
Membership foey sappint assitance and pet assivicd thevapy dog programe.
Donutians accepled a1 Tk Box 20023, Vero Boath, FIL 11965 or ww w.degsfirliles b.com

AREA UNDER 24 HOUR SURVEILLANCE




Service of Celebration

B Thtsoiay, dmniry 22 ZOTO B SCRIBDE TRELRSURE COAST WEWEPAPERS

n Service of Celebration
for

Nancy H. Ireland
september 29, 1925 — January 16, 2015

JTamuary 26, 2005 — 1100 am
Comimunity Church of Vere Beach
Vero Beach, Florida




Legacy Society

Sleanor t@mgf@é &gﬂcg Sﬂcz@@

MName:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Names of Guests:

U Iam unable to attend but want to help Eleanor and Mitzi

s Sleanor Bengya cordially invited yow to the “Keep the Dream Alive.”
. ; Please see my enclosed gift to the Eleanor Bengyak Legacy
Sleanot Qfﬁg?gfdé o@g&cg Society Keeption Baciey i fle ametint o &

This event will formally kick off the

Bleasns. Kt Ahgacey Seeiers

which began with gifts to Dogs For Life
in memory of Founding Member, Victor Bengyak

This fund was started to help su pport the
DFL Off-Leash Dog Park
which Victor loved to visit with his Service Dog, Mitzi.

Now [ will continue this Legacy to keep my dream alive,
We love this park and want to make sure it is here in the future.”
B

Please join
Eleanor and Mitzi
January 13, 2015
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Dogs
For Tife

Training & Adminstration Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Refreshmenis Serped
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