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Joy in the New Year
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Dogs For Life wishes veterans

much joy in new year
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COMMUNITY NEWS 2k

Dups For Life wishes our veterans a joyous holiday season

Dogs For Life, Inc., non-profit organization dedicated 1o
improving the quality of life for people and dogs through
training Assistance Dogs, is waiving the Orentation fiee
to the Off-Leash Dog Park for Military Veterans.

Dogs For Life recently received funding for the Of1-
L.eash Dog Park to help reduce the cost and encourage
more people to join. “For the next year, anyone wishing
to use the park will be asked to pay an Onientation Fee.
Afier that, they will be invited to participate during our
Giving Campaigns. All dogs will still be required 1o be
neutered, social and inoculated,” said Shelly Ferger,
Founder and CECQ at Dogs For Life.

1.8, Marine veteran Daniel with service dog Ariel

“We have been working very closely with our local Veterans, some of whom are in training with their dogs. We don’t
charge them to train their dogs to be Hearing or Service Dogs and one of our trainers is a Veteran himself. The old
adage, “It takes one 1o know one™ couldnt be more true, Many of those who have served our Country have been
through ordeals most of us will never comprehend, but Veterans understand each other and we understand this bond,”
said Ferger.

Dogs For Lifie is one of only four organizations in the State of Florida Accredited by Assistance Dogs International,
Omee our Teams {owner and dog) are certified, they are allowed access throughout the world, including intesnational
travel and military bases, “This is very specialized training and we take it very seriously.” stated Trainer, Jay Harris,
1.5. Army Veteran. It's important to know that the training our teams go through takes six months to one year. The
dogs are trained fo perform specific tasks for their owners. As an Internationally Accredited Organization, we are
required to recertify the dogs every year. Assistance Dog users trust their lives and safety to their dogs, so everything
related to the training of both the dogs and people must meet extraordinary criteria. If we see the owners needs change
over the years, then we begin training the dog to perform new tasks.”

“{ine of the greatest things about this field of work is seeing how the person changes,” added Jay. “Someone who has
been isolated becomes more social. As we work with the owners and their dogs, we see a huge increase in confidence
in both the people and the dogs. 1t"s an amazing transformation to watch,” stated Jay.

“We want our Veterans to have a safe place to po with their dogs...a place where they can gather to socialize and relax
in the beautiful park setting. Whether they are going through Service Dog Training here or not, we thank them and
welcome them to the Off-Leash Dog Park.” stated Shelly. “On behalf of everyone at Dogs For Life, we send a special

thank vou to our Yeterans,™

For more information about DFL's Assistance Dog Treining, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog Training, the Off-Leash Dog
Park, or to make a much-needed year-end, tax-deductible donation, please contact Shelly Ferger, Founder and CEO at
T72-567-969 or visit our website at http:/www dogs
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Heroes Appreciation
Festival

Shelly Fe

Framm: Amenican Security Coundil Foundation <info@asciusa.org=
Sant; Thursday, Decernber 11, 2014 1116 AM

Ta: dogsforlifevbi@bellsouthunet

Subject: Step Up America Heroes Appreciation Festival

Step Up America
The Call to Good Citizenship &

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 11, 2014
Gary James; 772-388-24%90

org
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Step Up America
Heroes Appreciation Festival

Vere Beach, Florida — The American Security Council Foundation (ASCF) Dr. Henry A, Fischer
(President/CECD), Brig. Gen. Donald B. Smith (Chairman of the Board) our Board Members and Senior
Advisory Board wish to thank everyone connected with the 2014 Step Up America Heroes Appreciation
Festival that took place December Gth, 2014 in Holman Stadium at Historic Dodgertown in Vero Beach,
Florida.

W especially thank our sponsors George E. Warren Corp., Bedrock Aviation LLC, Vero Beach Chrysler Jeep
Dodge Ram, Chelsea's on Cardinal, Melody Music, Taddeo Family Foundation, Anthony Donedio, Quality
Health Care and Wellness of Florida, Anthony Donini CPA, Historic Dodgertown, Springhill Suites, %4.7 Hot
Country, Indian River Firefighters Association, Walmart # 1068, Home Depot # 8545, CVS # 5522, Nino's
Pizza & Matalie's Best Florida Juices,

We also wish to thank the City of Vero Beach, the Indian River County Commissioners and County
Administrators Offices, Indian River County Sheriff's Office, Vero Beach Police Department, Indian River
County Recreation Department, Vero Beach Airport Authority our volunteers and supporters for making this an

excellent evening.

We were prowd to have as our onsite heroes Medal of Honor Awardee SFC Melvin Momis Sth Special Forces
Group Viet Nam, CSM Ed Britt Sth Special Forces Group Wiet Nam, MCPO Rick Kaiser Executive Director



National UDT/SEAL Museum, MCPO Ken Corona Asst. Director MNational UDTYSEAL Museum, Pimnacle
Five; 9th MCPON Jim Herdt, 8th MCPOCG Vince Patton, 13th CMSAF Jim Finch, l#th SMMC Al
McMichael. Also in attendance but not on stage was local hero Staff Sgt. Justin Burdette from Palm Bay,
Florida.

With numercus Christmas Parades and other activities that took place on the same day, the evenl was well
attended by approximately 3000 attendees.

The evenl featured The Band Perry, JT Hodges, Newton & Thomas and Kurt Stevens. The opening
ceremonies ook place al 4:30 with the National Anthem Girl "Janine Stange”™ performing the Mational Anthem
as the Centennial High School ROTC Color Guard presented the colors.

The first of what we hope to be an annual event in Vero Beach raised money for the UDT/SEAL Trident House

and the ASCF Scholarship fund benefiting the children of Active Duty Military, Veterans, First Responders and
Law Enforcement.

The ASCF sends our sincere thanks and appreciation for vour generous and dedicated support for our programs,
including the Step Up America Program as well as your support of the strategy of "Peace through Strength”
which has kept America free and strong. We pledge to you our continued best efforts to ensure that the United
States of America will always have the best equipped, trained, and best lead military in the world making
America the beacon of freedom hope and justice throughout the entire world.

In closing, on behalf of our Board of Directors, Senior Advisory Board and Staff, we wish you a jovous holiday
season, Happy Hanukkah, and a blessed Christmas. May God truly bless you and your family in the new year!

Amencan Security Council Foundation 15 s non-profit 501 () (3) tax-exempt organization. Promoting the
Strategy of Peace Through Strength

This massags was senl 1o fogeforifevbibbelapuihnet from: Eivual Warralag s

r
Amarican Securty Counal Foundation | infofinsciusa ong | American Secunty Councll Foundation | 1280 2430 ":'Dnta:t
Stroad MW, Sulle 300 | Washinglon | DG 20037
Manape Your Subscripticn



Channel 5 News

EhEIILF.:_mHEr

From: D05 FOR LIFE, TNC, <dogsforlifesb @ bellscuthonet =

Cent Fraday, Decemiber 19, 2014 3:06 PM

Ta: dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

Subject DFL on WFTV Channed 5, Two Service Dog Tearms Certified, and Orientation Fes Waived
for Vetarans

T
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Aesistance Dag, Per-Aasited Thermpy Dog,
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Congratulations
Vietham Veteran Tony &
Service Dog "Shadow”
and
Retired Deputy Sheriff Phil &
Service Dog "Duke”

Tony, Shadow, Phil and Duke

W are proud 1o announce the
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See Beth and Tigger on
WPTV Channel 5!




Florida State Senator Jimmie Smith is proposing a bill
that makes it illegal for someone to
‘misrepresent a service dog'.

Watch the Newscast Here

Tell us what you think on

Dogs For Life Wishes Our Veterans a
Joyous Holiday Season

anr e T B R i . !Iu mial with Se

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL), a 501(c)({3} non-profit organization
dedicated to improving the quality of life for people and dogs
through training Assistance Dogs, is waiving the Orientation

fee to the Off-Leash Dog Park for Military Veterans.

Dogs Far Life recently received funding for the Off-Leash Dog Park
cost and encourage more people to join. For the

to help reduce the o

next wear, anyone wishing to use the park will be asked to pay an
Crientation Fee. After that, they will be invited to participate during our
eguired to be neutered, social

s and CEQ at Dogs For Life

cafe place 1o g0 with their

socialize and

i Service r_l._'p_:!

ey arg Saing Lhroy

wie thank them and welcome them to the Off-Leash

Shelly, "On behalf of everyone at Dogs Far Life,

Veterans.”

eond a spectal thank wou 1o L

For more information about DFL's Assistance Dog Traming, Pel

Assisted Therapy Dog Training, the Off-Leash Dog Park, ar to make a

much-needed year-end, tax-deductible donation, please contact Shelly
Farger Founder and CEQ at 7721.567.896% or visit our website ;

wowrw . dogstorlitevboorg.

3 Phth Avenue. Vero Beach, F




Ambassacdors
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From: DOGE FOR LFE INC. <dogsforifedb@ibeicouth. et >

Sent Friclay, December 12, 2014 218 PM

To: dogetorlifevbiballsouthnet

Subject: Dog Perk Ambassadaors and A Special Message from Service Dog, Didke

w5
For Life

Assistance Dog, Per-Assisted Therapy Dog,

Trairelng &
(T Lemaft Farik

Calling All Dog Park Ambassadors

Are you a Dog Park Ambassador?
Would you like to be a Dog Park Ambassador?

If you answered "yes,” then

Remember when vou were new o the Park and
coming for vour Orentation”? Was there another 2

or 4 legoed friend here 1o help vou feel welcome
{ 2 o'l

asslor 15t a big
_ R et Lo
v 1o the Park. Whether vou are a big dog
or 4 small doe, We Want You 1o be an
Off-Leash Do Park Ambassador!

1 5 5 5 A . i r . B
W e reed volr help witl Lo Fark Lirientations S

x e frends wanl to join.
bul lack of Ambassadors dig

g orientations make it difhicult, Let's reach
out to our new friends with open paws by being a part of the Off-

Leash Dop
Park Ambassador Program today! All 2 legeed Ambassadors must brine

Lhesr 4 legged companions @)

POr e (niermeatson, |=|.'..--. COnERE Shel v 3

And Now...




A Special Message From Duke

Does Hor Lifte
(t-1l.eash Dogs Park
Hours: Dawn o Dusk
Moemberships Available

For Information or B Iﬂt..ll_l..l'll_h_‘.'-i
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On behalf of all of the
Dogs For Life Service Dog Teams,
Duke wishes you all a safe and joyous
holiday season.




NOVEMBER




Thanksgiving

Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at
Dogs For Life!

We want to take a moment to thank you for giving us
the opportunity to serve.
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8 1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32060 772-567-8060
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dog park,

Assistance Dogs are specially trained 1o
perform tasks to assist a person with special
nieeds 24 hoursa day. This critical help enables
their owners to lead a life of self-reliance and
independence. During their training they
develop a special bond with their human
partners. Lhogs For Life specializes in training
Assistance Dogs, including Hearing Dogs and
Service Dogs.

Hearing Dogs can be trained to alert their
owners to a knock at the door, a telephone
ring, a smoke alarm or an alarm clock Many
ather suungs. stich as a baby’s orv or an oven
timer, can be added to tralning depending on
individual needs, A

Service Dogs can  assist with maobility
challenges and psychiatric support. They can
I:lc_' crossed-trained, depending on the needs
of thelr companions, to open and close doors,
turn lights on and off, tap a specialized K-
emergency phone to dial 911, carry shopping
bags, help with laundry and bring items to
their companions. They can be trained to look
brath ways before entering a room or to wateh
behind ones back and create a barrier to stop
people from approaching if It makes their
companion uncom fortable.
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Diogs Far Life, [nc,

111155 For Lif

James Tiaplor, S5¢

LS Army (Ret.)
frag War Veteran
and his Hegring/Service
Doy Pia Pia

Fia Pia taps 911 phone.

Service Dogs for Velerans Training Program
‘task trains” dogs to assist Veterans with
hearing and mobility challenges, as well as the
effects of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder,

Pet-Assisted  Therapy Dogs  provide
warmth and comfort o individuals in need
of suppaort and unconditional love. Certified
volunteer teams provide pet-aasisted therapy

for children and senlors al iaaiEleqd |I|.-:||||.|;
Facilitbes and at the dog ||.]r|||.

Dogs For Life

IMPROVING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR
PEOPLE AND DOGS
ATNOCOSTTO OUR CLIENTS

(772) 567-8969

| DFL Assistance
Iraining and Administrative Center

In response to growing needs in aur coammunity
and Fm-:.-um._i, Dogs For Life is constructing a
_."_.-HJ-IJ S M. air-conditioned Assistance Dog
lraining and Administrative Center at our 44
acre Off-Leash Dog Park on 12th Streel in Vern
Beach. This facility will enhance the Dog Park
Lampus and give DFL much-needed exposure
o the public in a central location

The center will allow DFL to train many more
dogs _:r'-:ar-r-;:-und. as well as widen the reach o
our Community Outreach Programe. It will
also enable us to expand our "Service Dogs For
Veterans” Program by enabling us to pre-traln
Assistance Dogs at the center,

The new bullding will house administrutive
c_:-lhn:z for our stalf and volunteers and the
incremental space and central location will allow
LIFL to better serve the needs of the peaple who
méed our services. The on-site bocation will alss
enable DFL to offer different categories of dog
park memberships and provide long-awailed
restrooms for dog park members.

CAEL O Lawialy P Park
tath Steewt anidd 16tk Aveme, Viro ol i N it




llngs For Life
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12th Street & 16th Avenue * Vero Beach, FL 32065
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Service Dogs For Veterans

A Message From Kathi Schumann

Dogs For Life, Inc. is one of only four Assistance
Diog Training organizations in the state of Florida
recognized by the Veteran’s Administration to
certify Service Dogs for Veterans,

As stated in the Federal Register, “Service
Diogs Must Be Cerrified by ADS oF fmternational
Crulde Dog Federation for Velerans with Fisua!,
Hearing, or Substawnricl Mobiliny Impairments io
Receive Bemegfits. ™

DFL's prestigious AD] accreditation enables our
Service Dogs 1o enter VA and military facilities, and
our dogs’ owners are eligible fo receive Benefits,
Dops trained by other organizations do wot have
these privileges,

Chur dogs have been turning lives around since
200 because they enrich people's lives — providing
ears that hear smoke alarms, paws that tap 911
buttons for emergency. and legs that provide
seeess e an unseen workd.

The fasiest growing need for Service Dogs is

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?
The sobering fact is that suicide is rampant’;
Almost pnce an howr — every 65 minotes —

a military Veteran commits suicide

Almost goce a day an acthe dahy soldier
commits suicide: 349 in 20012 - & record hiph

There are now more suicides among active
duty soldiers than combart deaths

Veterans make up 7% of the American
population, but they account for 20%
of its suicides

Qur Veterans deserve our help!

Kathl Schumann ghes Veleran Jim Taylor and his Hearing/
Sarvice Dog Pla Fia a spacial tresl at the Schumann Raceirack

in Florida, and it is for the brave military men and
women who served our couniry!

23L.000° Veterans of Afghanistan and  [rag
already claim Florida as (heir home of record .

80,000 [rag and Afghanistan Veleruns will retire
to Florida im ihe next two vears®,

Extrapolating national VA numbers, the news is
grimm for our new residents:
=3 in 10 will have a service-related disability
= 307 % will suffer from the effects of PTSD
= 50%% of these with PTSD will net seek trentment
= 19% willl report PTSD symptoms classified as
“serlons fanctional impairment”
= 1} of Florida's adult homeless are Veternns, and
45% of them will suffer from mental illness'
- Florida is home to the highest number of amputees
froin the Gulf War-Era wars’

DFL iz committed to capitalizing
on our 12 vears of expericnce o 3
train Service Dogs for these Florida 5
Velerans n niced. X

Service Dogs Can Help Veterans with PTSD

I'he Depariment of Veteran Affairs has long recognized the effectiveness of
Service Dogs for Veterans™. The Department is currently sponsoring a study to
evaluate the effectiveness of Service Dogs as a treatment method for PTSD.
While the results of this soudy will not be available until January 2014,

Other programs indicate'™;
Trestment via medication
lalk therapy

Service Dogs

50%% effective
Al effective
Bd. 5% effective

James Taylar, 886 L& Ay
|Reet], bragq War Veteran and his
Heaaring'Sarsice Dog Pia Pia

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL) Service Dogs glready help Veterans with PTSD by task-traming hearing,

mability and psychiatric service dogs, as well as dogs that can be cross-trained depending on the Veteran's
needs. Specifically, DFL Service Dogs help Veterans with PTSD by:

. Waking up the owner from mghtmare

|
2. “Creating a Barrier” around the owner to allow distance from people in a crowd
3. “"Waiching myv back” = dog sitz'downs with back to owner’s Back to alert if anyone approaches

4. Making a perimeter search inside of the home before entry
3. “Popping a corner” - looking both ways before person enters a room or long hallway
6. Barking when given a hand signal if the owner feels the need o leave a stressful sitation
7. Prowviding tactile stimulation to disrupt emotional overload of the owner
8. “Breaking the Spell” andior combat sedative side effects
% “Finding the Car™ - when owner needs o exit building quickly and get to car
1. Calling suicide hotline on a special K-% emergency phone
11, Carrving backpack with medical supplies and/or water

12, Providing deep pressure for calming effec
3. Reducing hyper-vigilance through teamwork

14, Berving as the owner’s “combat buddy™ to provide security and mitigate loneliness

Ohar dogs alap help provide the emotional stability that Veterans suffering from PTSD need to restore
peace in their everyday lives. They instill the confidence necessary 10 be able to leave the house, or o
enter a confined space like an elevator. This critical help enables their owmers to lead a life of self=reliance
end mdependence.

ficconding e loesl Vickemos Ginmps
Waker Feed Arnmey Hespdal oimasic

Flarida Dieparteo of Velcram Aflam

* Om September 5. 201 2, the Department of Vetermn AfTairs (VA ) amended s regulstions
conceming veterans in need of service dogs. Under this final rule, VA will provide 1w
wirlerans with visual, bearing, or mobility Impalmenis beneflis 1o support the wse of
a service dog as pan of the mamsgement of such impaimments. The benefits include
aseisiance with veterinary care, travel benefits associated with obtaining and fraining o
d-l;:-g. and the p-n:n.'isi«m._ maintenance, nnd replocement of hardware required for the dog
o peerfiorm the tasks necessary 10 asgist such Viterans,

SCpreen Popubiboe Survey LS 3002 LA Deparimend 8 Yoieros & Bairsond L. Peparimend of Lalses

Our Veterans Are Returning Home ... Without Homes

in Florida:

W OIHEND,

A brief book as the national numbers also gives us an wea of whs s o e

= 16" million Veterans have served our coumiry since Scpiember 2000

07,0007 members of our wrmed forces are fikely o leave the miliesy = ot
of the neat four vears”

Current homelessness statistics do oot bode well for these brave voung mes s

PTSD, Physical Disabilities & Homelessness:

Whai does PTED have o do with homelessness? The sad fact is

The Statistics Are Staggering

= 13% of homeless adults Veterans

» 20%% of male homicless: Veterans

« 62,619 Veterans homeless on any
iven night!

» d i 10 of these are unsheltered*

« 240,00 hiovseless or “at risk”™
Veterans were served by the VA in
2002 (*21% we ML)

= 80,558 calls made to the Matbonal
Call Camter for Homeless Veterans
I Aseal 2002 (*123% vs ML)

- &3 of homeless frag and Afghanistan veterans have PTSIF

PETD is even far mode commen than plysical wounds among troops wie ke
servesd in Brawg and A fghamnistan:

- 336, 000" have been diagnosed with FTSD (some stidies indicaze that ap w908,
of Veterans suffer from PTSDY

= 50404 have been wounded”

While unemploymem, poverty, lack of support petworks and substasfed
hous=ing are major reasons that many Veterans bocome homeless, a closer ool
reveals that disabilities, both mrewdal and physical, precede and contribese
these conditions®:
= 81% of imdividual homebess Viterans have divabilivies
- &% have serfous mental ilness

= Tir%% have substance abuse problems

Hiomeless®:

» 20% homeless for veterans aged
18-25 {vs. 16.4% for seme-aged
civilians}

« 10.4% for vetenuns aged 25-34
(ve. 8.1% for same-aged clvilians)

What's even worse:
- 1 AD0D0BD veterans are considered “at risk™ of homelessness'

Moreover, the VA says the numbers could be higher because they include osly the
homeless the department 15 awarne of®

Compownding the problem is the fact that our Irog and Afghanisian ves s

different from other Veterans, They ‘re vourges orch snere savvy ond Shey doe )
necessarily fike to ask for help™
No one who has served our country should ever go without a safe, stable place to call home
Those who kegp us safe dexerve our help now!

needs of their cormpanion.

teams have visited 23 facilitics in Indian River County

Dogs For Life Programs and Services

Assistance Dogs are specially wamed 1o perform fasks o assast o person with a special need 24 hours a day. 365 days
a year, o provide a life of self reliance and independence for their companions. Dogs For Life specinlizes in hearng.
mobility and psychiatrc support treining at no charge fo our Clients, Dogs can be crossed-irained dependms on e

Service Dogs for Veterans Tralnimg Program “ask trains™ dogs to assist our Velerans with hearing and medbsln
challenges, as well as the effects of Post Traumatic Stress Dhisorder. This innovative program 15 certain 10 give back o o
Weterans who have given so much to assure our freedom

Pel-Assisted Therapy Dogs provide warmth and comion. so individuals in need of suppon and uncondsional ke |
Certified volunbeer dog teams provide pei-assisted therapy for childeen and semiors. Sinee 2002, Does For Lile vohoess

Conmimrenity Chnireaclr Programes feature @ Dog Behmaor Hotline, Dog  Placemerd Referral Program.
Workshops and Obedience Training Classes. The OMT-Lessh Dog Park Campus has served 492 members ssnce openmg =
February 2002, Memberships help to fund programs and services,

Do Brohumiar

Jim Taylor, 855G, US Army Ret. & Service Dog Pia Pia
By Dawen Tavlow, Jim 5 Spowse

Fun Pia attended mamy
outings in 2002 with friemds,
neighbors  and  families,
which  incloded  dinner
at the Obive Carden and
breakfast at Cracker Barrel
Wie've been to Texas for [0
days, visited the Spagheit
Factory, Steak & Slake amd
ihe Burleson Mall where she
performed  perfectly,  She :
abtended Jim's zon's wedding reception and stayed right
by Jim’'s side. When we stayed in hotels, she inok 1o the
elevators really well and comforted Fim while he was in the
ehevator by licking his face and holding onte him. There
was @ time when Jim was unable to go o an elevator amd
Fia Pin walked up five flights of stairs with him.

Pia Pia goes with us for normal shopping at Target,
Air Force Bases, Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club. She goes
o Jim's Chiropractor and Counseling appodntments amd
ahe was nght on ms lap when he had o give bioed
at his doctor's appoindment, She also attended 0 DFL
fundraising event at the Vero Besch Country Club, When
Jim needed to get the windows tinfed on his car, Pia Pia
was with him. The employess were impressed with ber
bzhavior and her attendence to Jim. She aiso attended
the DFL Howl-OkWeen event in Ociober at the DFL Off-
Leash Diog Park.

Last vear, Pia Pia attended a blessing for caregivers
at the West Palm Beach Weteran's Hospital Chapel,
Diecember was @ tough month for Jim.  Pia Fia qeaved
right by hiz =ide at oll tmes. in the kitchen, bedroom

and bathroom. When Jim became sick dowsstess Fa
Pacoane upstairs o get me from my office. She spen =
cireles wintil | goi up to follow her, then she led me i s
who 'was on the floor in the kitclen, oo wesk o gt ap bs
himsedf.

Many times during our trips, Pia Pia helped o o sy
calm so that he can be patiem enough 1o hear people ks
to him. She will “speak™ for him, so tha be mey escese
himsell from a stressful situation and she alers him whes
samesne is gt the door i a hotel, just hke she does ot homme
She 15 able to pick up o his moods and distracts bem =es
her playtul antics.

Jim & Pa P attended o fundraising luncheon wal
DFL to tell his experience of having has dog maned 2= a
service dog through Diogs For Life, Inc.  Jon explesesd
that without his dog he woubd have become & reclese. Pa
Pia has given him a quality of life he would not beee
had without a service dog, and we are grateful for fam's
service 10 this country and the independence he gave s
us all.

Pia Pla taps special K-4 amargancy phons

Spirit Saves The life of Her Owner By Tapping 911 Phone

By Daroilhy Davidron

Twar eyes are watching me, One is blue and the other
is brown but they both befong to my dog. Spirit. She is
never far from my side, waiting for something she can
do for me and this was never more imporiant than ag
Z:00 one moming when | found myselt fat on s cold, tile
bathroom foor tangled up in a walker and o wheslchair,
b sick angd oo weak to pet up. That is when | asked
Spirit 10 “go tap help.” She went o her 911 phone,
activated it and two big, landsome EMS men came and
tosrk e tir thie hospital.

Sparit has been picking things up for me since she
was & pup like bringing me my grandson’s dinty socks.
So when 1 wanted to get her certified, | tumed o0 my
friend, Shelly Ferger, and Dogs for Lile in Vero Beach,
FL 10 complete her training, cspecially the necessary
public training that | was physically unable to do myself.
They trained Spirit to tap the K-9 911 phone

I eould tell many stories aboot this dog ke how
mwany temes she has retrieved my bird focder o8 =
portable phone that fell off my porch then down the bask
it the woods, 1 bow she won the beans of all the =i
and patients at Care Parners in Asheville, NC, the rebal
cenler where we spesl bes
weeks afier coming ool of the
|IM|};.'::|| Tlerre are mao weords
io tell you how grateful | e
to have Spiri snd the
peopke who have boom wo
o b s along the was

Dorpify Davcieon el “Soet
trames and cersfed o e B 7Y
phone by DFL ==

Emerpency

Vyterane Fraplaymimt sndd Tradning Service fetured on ABC. Ashwile T
werd ol Veterapa Al
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THE PLURPOSE

Natioeal Phiinthropy Dy payst=hoe
i the contrittions tha philanchropless,
vohammeers and companies une made.

THER&RTY

~ Locally, the Assoclitin of Fundmis
mg Frotesusiml Indian River Chapter
LA FTIED willl hoet a1y awasds preseniation
i =30 jumi. Toesday, Moy, B 4 Bhesides
Thestre, 3250 Rivenad= Par Dr, Vero
Beach. Lnsht hors doviseees amd cockiails
wiill el Tickets dre £55 each, Conia
Fuitie Bowsmic i 7772 -557 55069 or Shamman
Borermse al F72-S0E-000

THE FEOPLE

A Fentignetits ane Corstanding In-
dinvacsl Philunthropdsi: Robert Bowman;
Cutssandmy Corporatre Philombeopdas Gi-
ritrd Equipmen Inc. Citstanding Valan-
o it e Willidmnd S Dt

Local Philanthropists

Appreciating the untiring work

of local philanthropists

Mional Philonthrogy Doy commitso membans include: Manigue Weloer, Julions

Wy, Monicg Cheassol, Angala Agtnup, Sormiln wolnnght, Shdnnan Sowman, Lorie
Coyle, Kotin Mowanio, Julia Ksenon, Jomie Jocsksan, CFopier president Cynthin
Faiartdeay, Cornie Cotherman, Mancy MoGumy, Many Miner ond Alvesa Driterbos

i Yoot m Whilanibrogn: Beian Barmer:
mnd U useng Flewree Rivees, ok lwomin, Alsa
mocrgeered ape Paulioe Adame Tl RNoewr
Tk Mledhin Blabeer. 1" by A ek [0,
Caary s Tk Freed: D apuf Rordar

e Rohoet

Rl Tnie, 1T Ko Boborts: Bob Schlin

Tt Bab and Carmes Seork and lack and
CRnoiym Ve man,

mezTihers inchode Angzeda Astrup, Keroy
Harilest, Nie Brocknes, Monica { Feslnlc
Lamite Cotherman, |omme Cople. Alpsa

Dirtenhas, Cyntlss Falandem, filkine
By, e Jack=om, Canol Kanarek, fulls
Keenmn, Carol Lindwig, Michell: Maim,
Mancy MeCurry, Mary Mines, Mmoo
Micrloce, Jessia Schmirn, Eronida Sposain,
Fennader “Trotter. Camilla Wainrighs, and
Mokontijue Whlker,

NETr pvere sponsons youth in philan-
thropy sporsor Bob Carter Cios) ewin
Mo Fomk of Americs, Indizm Roesr
Coenmrmity Foundaion, Leigh fovaders

el Bemmkede Trush Cioy, Riclssesn_ sed B
Frabel Sendio and Martirers Phoscsgrapig
el fpewsons Scripps Tressrme Coast
Pemarspomers, wncl Thessue A Space Cogm
Radin Vi sporsor s Biversile Thaen:.
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Lasting Legacy




Shelly Ferger

Subject; FW: Your campaign DFL Mourns The Loss of One of Our Founding Dog Park Members
has been sent

In 1997, Dogs For Life began a relationship with
Victor and Eleanor Bengyak and a Golden
Retriever named Taffy.

Had it not been for these generous neighbors,
: we would not be enjoying the off-leash dog park
. and Assistance Dog Training Center foday.

Dogs For Lif
* In 2009, DFL Certified Victor's Dog Mitzi, a
Springer Spaniel, as a Service Dog. We are
saddened by the loss of Victor and will be forever
grateful for his service to our Country, our
Community and our Organization.




Victor Nicholas Bengyak

Mr. Victor Nicholas Bengyak, 89, passed away unexpectedly, October
=014 at Indian River Medical Center in Vero Beach, F1 with family by HSS _ L
side.

Victor was bomn in Jackson Heights, NY and lived in Vero Beach for 3
years. He was a graduate of Newtown High School, Queens, NY.,

He was a veteran of the United States Navy from 1943 o 1946. Having
served during World War I and subsequently being honorably dischs

Victor was a retired New York City Firefighter for 20 yvears, serving Lo
Manhattan with Engine 24 as a First Responder, before his retirement i
1978,

Survivors include his wife of 37 years, Eleanor M. Bengyak and his bel
service dog, Mitzi of Vero Beach; stepson, Patrick M. McCalister, Sr.
(Elizabeth) of Fort Pierce; grandson, Patrick M, McCalister, Jr. of Vero
Beach; granddaughter, Sharon Shelton (Justin} of Fort Pierce; 3 great-
granddaughters: Cheyanne Caudill, Alayna McCalister and Ava McCali
a great-grandson, Neil Caudill, Ir.; one sister, Margaret Quaglietta, of
Olbridge, NJ; 2 nieces, Diana Rosenthal (Richard) of Manahawkins, NJ
Margaret Schepperie of Olbridge, NJ; | nephew: Christopher Bengyvak
Vero Beach; Patricia McCalister (Jill} of Ransomville, NY, Cathleen Dc
(Richard) and Cheryl Kratts (Richard) both of North Tonowanda, NY:
brother-in-law, Charles McCalister of Niagra Falls, NY.

Victor was pre-deceased by his parents Rudolph Bengyak and Theresa
Radakovics; both of Jackson Heights, NY; 3 brothers: Frank Bengyak,
William Bengyvak and Edward Bengyak.

In lieu of flowers, any memorial contributions may be made to Dogs fo
Inc. for the "Eleanor Bengyak Legacy Society”, 1230 16th Ave, Vero B
FL. 32960 in memory of Victor N. Bengyak,

Visitation will be held from 5-7 p.m., Tuesday, November 4, 2014 Stru
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Howl-0-Ween
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' 13th Annual [
Howl-O-Ween Dog

-
Ty,

LT

Pet Expo

Vasistmmey Doz Pradwing & Vdmdnistorntise  coter
Open Honse

B 1230 16" Avenue - Vero Beach

© FREE ADMISSION
A October 18, 2014
2-5 PM - Pawrade 4:00

g Ower 100 Dogs in Costume!

|
,,':"' Please do not dress your dog in any way 1o canse harm.
- Bring your lavwn chairs and prepare to have fun!!!

| Exhibitor and Sponsor
! Space Available starting at $100!
Call 56~-8969

L |... ll'l.-'lll_‘." |:r.\!

Honning and Service Dog Tradning
Ped - Asistin] Therapy Dog Trmining
Companion Dog Training  and O -Leash Dog Park

Don't rmss the Secret Dog Park Announcement
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Dng‘s For Life;

1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960

A Special Thank You to this Year's Event Sponsors

Gene, Martha Schumann

and Sir Bentley

It Rained Cats & Dogs!

Baby, It's Wet Outside!

Be on the look-out over the next few days at the dog park while
additional drainage construction is taking place. Additional drains will
be placed in the Dog Training area to the South of the Training
Center and to the North of the Training Center. Fill Dirt will be
brought into the N.E. corner of the Large Dog Area, all draining into
the existing underground drainage pipes.

A BIG THANK YOU to Daisy & Amber for throwing us a life
preserver.



VETEMAN VIECE » THE vOICE OF EXPERIERCE » OCTOSER 16, 204 =8

VETERAN VOICE

The Voice l;lf
Wakeran bovew u d weikly fomsapey Aor valne
uﬁlnﬁm..mm-l'ﬂli'ﬁhm:

How I-ﬂ-:"li'lr'ur:-t-.n )
Costunwe Pawreade
Pet Expo

hmdol i Mgy §ordoiog B Rl limen | aged
diee

airbs nt vymir — Vero Beach

FIREL ADNMISSITON
Chetobeer 18, =iy
2 Pl = Padmmls go00

Tever s Dags b Crsineiel

Fraas b no cirves osm ke, v arg e e e raes o
I-llll..-.rhﬂhh—ln'-l'-iullln B
Fsbddar and Fywemor
Apare Areilablr dariieg a1 B’
il pes fatm

Lyl oL

Rl T | ey Py
.H'!.:'L'I'h.— L=m.

- ey n o ol T Lk Py

EN] B 1 o | ] Pl g e 0




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2014

tcpalm.com

Your Newsweekly

VERO BEACH, INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
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THINGS TODO
Plenty of pooches at ‘Howl-O-
Ween Dog Costume Pawrade’

By Shelly Ferger open house, is at the off-  able

o Nirwsweeekly Contributor hmﬂﬁ amd new Assis-

= tance Training & Ad- Pawrade has drawn over |
For the 13th year, Dogs minimaﬁ?e Center,12300 100 dogs in costume and

ﬁarLiﬁnlshq&p.ngmﬁgm— 16th Avenue, Vero Beach.  over 300 spectators for the y

ture fundraising event, the The FREE event is open three years. Bring your |0

Howl-0-Ween Dog Cos- tothe public and Ea\:rnchain,dngx chil- :

The Howl-O-Ween

tume Pawrade & Pet Expo,

sponsored
by Gene, Martha and Sir
Schumann,

dren with costumes and be

on Oct, 18, 2 - 5 p.m. The Bent
Addrtional sponsors and

parade starts at 4 p.m,

All the fun, i ingan exhibitor space is stil] avail-

prepared to have a howling

Katie Jordan with Mylo. dressed a5 a hot dog

Soa PODCHES, B at a past Dogs for Life Halloween parade,

POOCHES ty Sheriff's Office K-9 Uni, food sors a Veteran Dog Traini

from 1 nﬁlheu&rﬁby]‘mbﬂg‘;ﬂn Program and -:-Hzgrs Pet—An:E

Run from Fraternal Order of sisted Therapy, and obedi-

o Eagles f.ene-lﬂﬁ?*thcat-ﬂ Dog ence classes Enr the public,

good time! Master’s Club will be selling The organization owns and

_ Howl-O-Ween Pawrade ac-  water as their first fundraiser manages a 4-acre safe and

tivities include raffle items and of the year, and entertainment ¢lean off-leash dog park,

I;tm-{pr_l:n::;ﬁ:ﬂ-:aul.idaug:lnlz:l:raitul:l:ne.a is n-ﬂ‘e:‘edbrtbe_ﬂlp_'l'ldes. where dogs are screened for

tir{rmlur guard presenta- Dogs For Life is a non- health, temperament and so-

tion by Veterans of Foreign War  profit organization dedicated ciality.

Post Elﬂ,amu.lﬂ-law_mﬁum& to provi ini services to the For additional information

ment E-9 demnpstrﬁ_uun prga- community by training hear- please call 772-567-8969 or visit
nized by the Indian River Coun-  ing dogs, service dogs, spon-  Gator g, www.dogsforlifevb.org.

Dogs For Life, Inc.

Presents The 13th Annual Howl-o-ween
Dog Costume Pawrade & Pet Expo!

¥1230 16th Avenue

#

e ;
Sat. Oct. 18th 2014
2-5 pm

FPawrade at 4 pm

Vated Favorite Dog Park in Indian Rver County

Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center ‘it’
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida 5.l M
www.dogsforlifevb.org * 567-8969 K(f

ipre e s wion
¥ Al g ey

dogsforlifevh@bellsouth.net
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Dogs get the j Jjump on humans

B MARY STHENKEL
LT

Patent poaches, owtfitted as eveny-
thing from butterfiies and bess o pides
wnd pirates, got an earhy jump on Hal-
loween, stmurtting thistr stulf lest Sanrday
at the 13th anmual Hiswd-0-YWeen Dog
Costurme Pawrde & Pet Expo to henefit
Drogs fior Life, Inc.

“It has been non-stop all day long”
said Katie Kowanic, DFL Administra-
tive and Fund Development director
wirlchidng as dogs of every size and vari-
ety wandered around the four-acre DFL
Off-Leash Dog Park, accompanied 1o
mushe by the Rip Tides,

Talls were In constant moton and
moses in a state of sensory overload dur-
ing doggie meet-and-greets, Bven with
all the distractions, all were on their very
best behavior, displaying troe puppy ove
and one ventive oostumse alter anoth-
er. Some let the dogs take center stage,
while others awgmented their pets’ out-
Bits with their own cheathe get-ups,

Befpre the Pawrade, Darel a petired
bomb dog and now Pet Assisted Ther-
apy dog and his trainerfhandler LA
Bykowsky gave a demonstration of his
skills. Mary of the DFL service dogs have
been rescued from Jocal shelters, and
some of the most potgnant "costumes”
were simple “Adopr Me” vedis worn by
several Humane Sociery dogs.

The occasion offered an opportunity
forvisitors to four the newhy constnacted
Adsistance Dog Training & Administri-
tive Canter, which opened this summer.

“We're thrilled to be showing off the - |

Tmining Canter,” said Shefly Perger, DFL
founder and CED,

D= fror Life irains hearing and ser-
vioe dogs, ofers programs for Vederan
Do Tradridng and Pet-Assisted Therapy,
&nd offers basic obedienc: and behsy-
or classes o the general public. DFL

ey

|

at Howl 0-Ween Pawrade

hopes bo raise $100,000 by the end of the
year, which an anomymons donor has
pledged to match. Donor kevels from
$1MmsIMMmm:“mmm.
nized on the Donor Becognition “Tres of
Life," painted by Teri Barrett and prosni-
nently displnyed in the Training Center
lewbbry.

‘1 grabbed her Hallowesn cosmume
but 1 I'J'.il:lT_ﬁ HE'I:I her SRrvice mg"

| lnwnghed Dranwm Tanddor, sitting with hus-

band Jim, as Pis Pia, & sweet litthe pug |
wiggled in her arms. When her vest s |
on, Pia Pia is all business, Despite her |
diminutive sée, Pia Pia, dual-certified in |
hearing Inss and post-traumatic sross
syndrome, his made an enormes dif-
ference in the life of fim Taylor, 2 former |
Army Staft Sergeant who served in Des-
ert Storm and Operation Iragi Fresdom
Thesirs was the flest veterans' dog weam

trained and certified by Dogs for Life. w |

e =



The Howi-0-Wees Dog Costema Prarnde & Pet Expn will be held 1-5 p.m. Satsrday ot For Life, 1230 E5th five,, Yarn
Raach, For more Infarmatian, call 172-567-85968 nrmﬂi:ﬁnrlmmmm ot
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DOGS IN COSTUME
A HOWL IN PAWRADE
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Serving mainland Indian River County

Dogs get the jump on humans at Howl-0-Ween Pawrade

HOTOG BEK1AMIN HACER:

By Mary Schenkal | Stalf Writer
Ly Pe ety T T T a1 )

Fatient pooches, outfitted as everything
from bartterflies and bees o pixies and pi-
rates, pot an early ump on Hallowsen, strut-
ting their stufl last Saturday at the 13th an-
nual Howl-0-Ween Dog Costume Pawrade
& Piet Bxpo to benefit Dogs for Life, nc,

“It has been non-stop all day long” said
Katie Kowanle, DFL Administrative and Fund
Development director, watching as dogs of
every size-and variety wandered around the
four-acre DFL Off-Leash Dog Park, accom-
panied 1o music by the Rip Tides.

Tuils were in constant motion and nos-
Es in @ stale of sensory overload during
dogeie meet-and-greets, Even with all the
distractions, all wer: on their very best be-
havior, displaying true puppy love and one
Inventive costume after another. Some let
the dogs take center stage, while others
nugmented their pets’ outfits with their
DWW Creative gel-ups.

m ﬂ'll Fl'l'lldl. Hﬂﬂll aretired bomb
M Rk L o B 3

LA, Bykowaky gave a
dhernatinthon of s wkills, Many of th D11

shelters, and some of the most poignant
“costumes” were simple “Adopt Me® vests
worn by several Humane Society dogs.

The occasion offered an oppormuniy
fior visitors 1o tour the newly constructed
Aszistance Dog Training & Administrative
Center, which opened this summes. “We're
thrilled to be showing off the Training
Center,” said Shelly Ferger, DEL founder
and CED,

Dioge for Life trains hearing and serviee
dogs, offers programs for Veteran Dog
Training and Pet-Assisted Therapy, and
offers basic obedience and behavior
classes to the general public, DFL
hopes to ralse $100,000 by the end

rd
# » OCTOBER 23, 2014 » |
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Braoke Rimm-Hewitt, a vetérinary techniclan at Vero Beach Veterinary Hospital, hul_l:ls
Foxy, wha, like Rimm-Hewitt, Is wearing a bumble-bee costume at the Dogs Far Life

T T P T T T W T —

VETERAN "

The Voice of Experience

L e
S

]

:

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER
mkemper@veteranvaiceweekly.com
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Staff photo by Mary Kemper

It was a day for dog owners far

and wide to dress up their pets to
help benefit Dogs For Life, Vero
Beach, Oct. 18.

The event, billed as “Howl-0-

Ween,” had more than 60 dogs

and their owners marching in the
“pawrade,” in all their costumed
finery. In all, more than 300 at-

tended.
“pww, look at that cute onel®

“Howl-O-Ween" event held Oct. 18 at the Dog Park, Vero Beach.

. who let the dogs
out? Pooches on
‘pawrade’
at Dogs For
Life event

LY

was a phrase heard throughout
the day. Costumes ranged from
superheroes, ballerinas, butter-
flies and bumblebees, and there
were even two dressed up as
spiders, inspired by a video prank
that recently went “viral" on the
Internet (type “dog spider prank”
in a search engine to view the
hilaricus stunt].

There were even & bride and
groom, who “renewed their vows
after two years together,” accord-

See DOGS page 5
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DOGS from page 4

ing to their owners.

Happily, though there were well
over 100 dogs at "“Howl-0-Ween,” no
fights brolce out,

A demonstration was also given by
veteran Aleohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms agent *L.A." and her retired
bomb-detection dog, Daryl.

Vero Beach band Rip Tide played
standards from the 1950s to the
19808,

Vendors were on hand to tout
veterinary care, pet cremation and
other services, as well as food — the
fees they paid helped benefit Dogs
For Life as well.

Additionally, raffles were held
to win “goody baskets” flled with
items donated by various area busi-
nesses,

AVFW Color Guard led the "paw-
rade," after an invocation given by
former Navy chaplain Dick Flicl.

Dogs For Life provides a full range
of services, from conventional ohe-
dience training to its newest, and
most cherished, offering, according
to CEQ and founder Shelly Ferger:
providing service dogs to returning
veterans, at no coat,

“We could not put into words how
much it means to us to be able to
help our veterans,” Ferger said in
her address to the crowd,

"We want to thank our sponsors,
ine all of you, whoe have helped us
and continue to help us help them.”

Whether a veteran suffers from
PT3D or a physical disability, Dogs
For Life trains dogs to help them
in living a more normal life. For
instance, someone suffering from
PTSD can have his or her dog
trained to “secure a perimeter” in
times of acute anxiety, or calm the
veteran by placing him- or herself at
hiz or her back."

Dogs are also trained to dial 911
on special phones, as well as to
alert other members of a household
in a medical emergency.

Assistance dogs for the hearing
impaired iz another service that has
proven invaluable,

Dogs For Life alao provides pet-as-
sisted therapy, which sends dogs
inte places like assisted-living Tacili-
Hes to help improve patients’ quality
of life,

While sponsors continue to be an
enormous asset for Dogs For Life to
continue its mission, smaller do-
nors continue to be a crucial factor,
Ferger said,

“By attending our ‘Howl-0-Ween,’
you all have stepped up for us, and
| hope it's been fun for everyone,”
she =aid.

Dogs For Life has several opportu-
nities for volunteers, whether prowvid-
ing dogs as therapy pets or helping
keep the Dog Park safe. To learn
more about velunteering, or to offer a
sponsorship or donation, visit dogs-
forlifevb.org; call (772) 567-8063; or
email dogsforlifevbiibellsouth, net,

r Staff photo by Mary

Bride and groom® Oscar and Sophie arrive In wedding finery ot the Digs Fos
“Howl-O-Waean” avent held Oct, 18 at the Dog Park, Vere Beach. Their owners, who
declined to be named, sald the two pooches were “ranewing thalr vows after two

yaars ol marriage.®
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Caninesin costumes

From creepy to comical they strut
their ruff’ at Howl-O-Ween Pawrade
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® . Senior Bulletin Board &

A newsletter from the Ciry of Vero Beach Recreation Department, covering all of Indian Eiver County

— OQcTOBER ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS ——

Gee Jnsicde fox CDMMNITY & SOCIAL EVENTS

Bulletin Boonds on ...

Cominienity & Sockal Ewesits —-oomeoiees |

Helth Eibaifo--mneemmsessm s siianae 2§

Exevvie and Fitness ----meeeeeeeemeeee 5

Lefe Enmohomemt Clies HOWL-G.WEEN
ard Uirop Meetings --eerremmnrem- - 10

Computer (lasses meeeerreammmeemmeeeeee ||

Doc Costume Pnnnns

s Saturday, October 180000, 2:00-5:00 pum,
at Doges for Lite park, 1230 161 Avenus, Verd Baach
Dog Costurnes, parades, calebration,
« Confact Katie Kowanic, S67-8362
woww. dogaforifevb.org

—
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Community Ualendar

Pawrade, 4 p.m.

Diogs For Life; 1330 16Eh A,
o Beach. T72-5E7-8968;
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Newsletters
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Constant Contact <support@constantcontact.com s

Seniz Wonday, Octolser 06, 2014 2:56 PM
T dogsforlifevhi@beftsouth.net
Subject Your campaign Dogs For Life, Inc. Newsletter & Dog Park Maintanance Update has been
sert
Constant Contact ™

Detar Shelly Ferger,

four campaign "Dogs For Life, Inc, Newslatter & Dog Park Maintenance Update' was sent an
ROy 2004 armund 14:55 PM EDT. i
DFL Paw Prints Mewslaiier Fall 2014

Below is a copy of the message yvour subscribers received. Sea how vour campakgn ks doing by

visiling Reparts [n your account to get real-time results and stats. Howl-O-Wean Pawrade Fhyes
Subject: Dogs For Life, Tnc, Newsletter & Dog Park Maintenance Update Sponsor and of Exhibilor Agreament

Preview of DFL Newsletter

- n Off-Leash Dog Park - Drainage Work
Dogs For Li . "

Dcitobar 2074

e e e e e ey
Below is DFL's Paw Print Mewslattar Preview hnk,

Inside you will be updated on the opening of the DFL Assistance Dog Training and Administrative
Cenler opening &% well as many cther exciting programs and events

You will alss sae links for the 13th Aanual Howi-0-Ween Dog Costume Pewrade & Pet Expo fo
ba held in two weeks, Cctober 18th at the Dog Park. Please share this email or the links with
your fiends and any potential exhibdors that you think might be imeresied in booth space.

Thank I:lrnu for supporting OFL Programa and Your Dog Park by promoting our Fundraizing

gﬂlmer
From:

lnd_ian Ribver Equnl:,l Chamber af Commerca n I ng
;1§;méﬂﬁfg:$;m::mg:nh;ﬂr:hm of indian River Coumty Chamber & Ad miniEtrﬂt‘l‘h"E 'EE ntE r
. Sent: M :
B N S miow How Dppant
Subjject: Estabilished Professionals Meets November gth
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960
T772-567-8969
gﬂﬂ;&i I'hank vou to

DFL 13th Annual Howl-0O-Ween Dog Pawrade & Pet Expo
A [ egacy of Frogress.

e SPONSORS

GENE, MARTHA & SIR BENTLEY

Wa welcomed some of our new members last week at a new member reception.

Sporsored by EmbroidMe.




In Memoriam

O sHRRE E¥E
Sanid Fioews | Send Cane

B — DR. DONALD B. EDWARDS
July 14, 1948 - October 27, 2014
rianorirg the e of O, Donald B, Edvwards

Or. Doradd Birchand Edwards of Viers Baach, Aonda pessed away ot
tre= age of 65 om Manday, Octobss 27, 204,

Can was barn @ Hastford, Conrssctiout o the ate Earle Eugene and
Harfef Browng Bdwards. His famrely mowed to Oewiston, Flodda

whare Don atftended armd graduated from Oewiston High Schood
with his thees younger Brotfiers,

Dan attended and gradusted from Fairmont State College in West
Wirginia where he playsd as & lineman oo the fockball teaim, He
proceeded to East Tennessee Stabe University in Johrson City,
Tenness=e where he recefwed his masters in biokagy, then he
gktended the West Virginia Schood af Denbisiry

Con performed his general prackios residency gt Carswell Air Force
Bage Regknal Hospiial in Texss, than warked as 8 gersersl dentist
at Tinker Alr Force Base n Okfahoms, Me served his Oral
Maxzillafacial Surgery Residency ab  Unsersity  Hospital  in
lackoonyille, Florida whene be aiso served as Chiel RBesident af Oral
Maxillafacial Surgery. Don wenk on 1o be an oral surgean with the
Air Force &t Yakoka Alr Force Base amd Patrick &ir Force Bades, &fber
besng bonorably discharged from the United States Air Foroe in

1991 and joining the Air Foros Raseraes, Don éntarad into private
practice with Dr. Glan FiEe,

|$ Cend Flowers Con was & mamber of the American Dentsl Association, American
EVIE FOMENeTS Society of Dental Anecthesia, American Assodation of Oral
Maxilkafacial Surgeans, American College of Surgeons, Tr-County
Deital Saciety, Florida Derksl Associabian, Florda Socdety of QOal
a Send a Care ared Maxilkafacial Surgeons and X Fsi Phi Dental Frabermiby

Don had a8 genuine lowe far the outdoors, and from this grew
. fondmess for fishing and caring for his pels. His delight and joy For
Fackts b cutside was immaakirahla, Gnd e and bes owife spent
wanderful days together horseback rding

Bam: July 14, 1546
| Death: Ochaber 27, 2014

: Survlvors inchide wile Cynthis "Cindy” Edwards of Vero Baeach:
Memorial donations can be daghter and ean-in-law Leslie and Scott Stanton of Raleigh, Marth
Cargling; san and dsughter-ir-lyer Gaerett and Corsm Bdwasdds of
Weasthrook, Maine; father and mother-in-law George and Shifay
Rosks of Cotia Beschi; brothers and sisters-inlaw Chip amd Mary

made to:

e stnumk fuseralbome com/memsel e ™aser 1d=1 4487845 113714




Dogs For Ufe, P.O. Box BSI023, Vero Besdh,
FL 3296%, American Wik Horse Pressreation,
PO Box DO4E, HIIEI:I-:I-I'I:H.Ig]'n. MC 27278 or thie

Mental Health Assodation of [ndian River |

Caurty, 820 37th Place, Vero Beach, FL 325960

Edwards, Jeff and Cindy Edwards and Webster Edwanis of
Chwiston; grandchildren Ell and Nathan BEdwards of Westhroos
Maine and Aaron, Amee and Anna SIanton of Raleagh, oS
Carolina; sstar-in-law Kathee MecDanied of Padm Bey, Flonda; and &
nigcd Miranda MoDaniel also of Pl Bay.

In additece tD bes pasrenbs, Don was was preceded in death by hes
hereonr Mason Garmett Royes.,

Memorial contributions may be made to Dogs For Life, PO Bes
B40023, Wern Beach, FL 32965; American Wild Horse Preservalon,
FO Box 1048, Hisborough, NC 27378, or, the Henial HaalS
Assoction of Indian River County, 820 37th Mace, Vero Beach, FL
Ae0ed.

Tree Farnily will recene friersds st Sironk Funersl Home n Ve
Beach on Saturday, Movember 1. 2014 begirming st 12 pm se
ereding at 1 p.m. in the afternoon. Immediatsty following wll be 2
memorsl b cslebeste Don's (e with military honors by the Patrick
Air Forpe Bas= Homor Guard Unie

Visitation
Saturday Movember 1, 2014, 12 Noon - 1300 PM

Sorunk Funeral Homs

lick for Mag ang DireCisong
Celebration of Life
Saturday Movember 1, 2014, 1:00 PH

Strunk Funeral Home
Click e Hean are] Cerections

Military Honors Service
Saturday November 1, 20104

Gligh for Had sl Dyectaons

Sign the Guastbook

Share your thoughts and mamores about DR DONALD B
EDWARDS In the guasthaqk.

il he criestbaok
Read the guestbook
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Awards Luncheon

Economic Leadership
Alliance Investors (continued)

Friends of Alliance
Alex MacWilliam, Inc. Realtors
Boyle & Drake, Inc.
Brewer Imtemational, Inc.
Carter Associates, Inc.
Coastal Technology Corp.
Coldwell Banker Paradise —

Ed Schliit Paradise, Inc. Realtors
Creative Floors Carpet One
Croom Construction Company
Hayhurst Land Surveying Inc,
John's Tsland Real Estate Company
Kimley-Hom & Associates, Inc.
Lambert Commercial Beal Estate

Nicolace Marketing, Inc.

MNorthwestern Mutual Life

Parker Hannifin

Rogers Brothers Groves, Ine.

School Distriet of Indian River
County

SLC Commercial-Bird Realty
Group

Strunk Funeral Home

Jeff and Peggy Thompson

Twenty First Century Engineering

Vero Beach Municipal Airport

Vero Millwaork, Tne,

Mew Vision Eye Center

W.F. McCain & Associates

Thank you to the members of our Industry
Appreciation Awards Committee

Alfonse Alexander, Alexander
Insurance Co,

Lynn Fiske, EGP-The Document

Imaging People

Duvid Hooper, Marine Bank &

Trusi

Melody Ipolito, Kmetz, Mutall,

Elwell, Graham, PLLC

Donna Kingsley, Vero Chemical
Donna Leemon, HR Dynamics
Terry Schlitt, MBY Engineering

Jeremy Schwibner, Merrill Lynch

Mark Seeberg, Mormris & Co, Real
Estate
Anna Valencia-Tillery, White
Glove Moving, Storage and
Delivery

Economic Leadership Alliance

In addition to the financial support received from the Indian
River County Board of County Commissioners, we thank the
following Economic Leadership Alliance investors who
support our countywide economic diversification efforts.

Policy Sponsor
AT&T Florida

Chairman's Sponsor
Florida Power & Light Co.
George E, Warmen Corporation
Piper Aircraft, Inc.

Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers

Corporate Sponsor
Donadio & Associates Architects
Dwver Automotive

Marine Bank & Trust Company
Seacoast Mational Bank

Wells Fargo

Leadership Sponsor
Alliance Business Development
CenterState Bank

Corrigan Ranch

INEQS Mew Planet BioEnergy
Morthern Trust Bank

Oculina Bank

Republic Services

Supporter Level

Bill Bryvant & Associates, Inc.

Robert Brackett Foundation

CareerSource Research Coast

Dale Sorensen Real Estate, [nc.

Disney's Vero Beach Resort

EGP-The Document Imaging
People

FALl-Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institute

HES, Inc.

Huryn Construction

Indian River State College

Laurel Homes, Inc.

MBY Engineering, Inc.

Mational Bank of Commerce

Orrchid 1sland Golf & Beach Club

Proctor Construction Company

Rossway Swan Tiemey Barry

Schlitt Services

Spectrum Interior Design

Dr, David Sullivan

Sun Aviation

T Bank

Additional investors listed on back cover

17t Annual
Industry
Appreciation
Awards Luncheon

September 18, 2014

Indian River County

Chamber of Commerce

2014 Industry Appreciation
Awards Luncheon

Welcome
Lunch Served
Introductions

Special Tribute

Presentation of Architectural
Recognition Awards

Manufacturer of the Year

Entrepreneur of the Year

Latin Business of the Year
Company of the Year

Closing Remarks

Adjournment



e

Frowm: [ndian River County Chamber of Commerca
<director@indianriverchamber.ccsend.com=> on behalf of Indian River County Chamber
of Commerce <director@indianriverchamber coms

Sent Monday. September 22, 2014 218 AM

To: dogsforlifevbi@befisouth net

Subject Local Businesses Recognized

—

=1

A [ egacy of Frogress.

September 22, 2014
eNews

"Industry Appreciation” Recognizes County Businesses

The Chamber celebrated the achievarments of local companies at our
17th Annual Industry Appreciation Awards event last week al the Indian River

23
RIBBON CUTTINGI Eita!_a College Richardsan Emtﬂf._ fl.l"ufEr_Ehnw our appreciation to those
Eor the businesses that have made a positive impact in our community during the past
. year, either through architectural enhancemants or by way of community
Lm;ﬁwn am“ HI: E.m”dﬂl mvolvement and economic impact.
m::hﬂ" ﬂut'-;ﬂn at The awards luncheon also paid tribute to the late John Dean, a local architect
mﬂ Hi“'liII and community supporter who passed away eariier this year. Tony Donadio,
[ chage) principal of Donadio and Associales Architects, spoke presented Dean's
accompiishments, many of which had been recognized by the Industry
5-?25 Appreciation Awards program through the years.
pm

e COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Busi - " ::t;’_ Hours | Small - Brite Future Electric
Tk Sponeor. Medium - White Glove Moving, Storage & Delivery/Pak Mail Baachside

MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR
Members: $8 Small - Triton Submarines LLC
10 walk-in Medium - H'Flﬂml:h Eﬂ‘ﬂlnrﬂﬁﬂn
RSVP 772-567-14981 or Large - Novurania of America
RESERVE HERE
ENTREPREMEUR OF THE YEAR
30 Chive Restaurant
Sam-10:30

LATIN BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
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Vero Beach Exchangite

FExchange Club of Vero Beach

A Serml-bantbly Newsletter

OHfficers
ident - Glenn Grevengoed
Fresigient Ekect - Rick Hahn
Treasurer - Herb Whiitall
Fecretany - Diana Walker

Past Fresident - Baribara Heston

Board of Directors
Batsy Craun
udy Landgrase
Nancy Madsen
lack Mcafap
Boh Santorn

Rbarihn Wallach
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vetoran of the gg:r_ur l"i-lap[_fr:ﬂur hinoereg, Sgrgltan-.
Famés Taylar, retired fram the US Army after serving 20

* years as Military Folices, Military Palice Corrections and an
DOperation Iragi Freedem 'War Yeteran. After retiring, lim
and his wife, Dawn, returned to Florida to setthe in Vera
Beach, Mot long after, PTSD started to affect Bm's abiity oo
~ want o go out or to be arcund groups of peeple, A he
begame more homebound, Dasn thought that a dog
would be a good way bo get lim out of the house, They
adopted Pei Fei and immediately began obedience ciass. it
was during thase classes that the Bstructor noticed Jim's uneasiness and recognized the symo-

| torns. Me referred him to Shefly Ferger at Dogs for Life (DFL) wha trains dogs te wark with FTSD
wels Shelly worked with Pei Pei and for the last four years the dog has been by lim's dde halping
him to cope and work through his disorder.

Tt SLoey doesi’t slop thene, Jim has been 5o thankhul that he was able to find 3 way to sndurs that
he has taken on working with Shelley in introducing the idea of service dags 1o vels. When they wee
harw it works tor firm, they start to see hope for themsehes. 'We congratulate lim for his service to

our country and far his work helping his fallpw sets, |Pctered | o Glens Grevenpoed, Preddent, fmes Ty
od, Dawn Tayler md Pai P

warg wanderirg what Roy Howand was up 1o when hé annownced,
“Ladies ared Gentlemen, Elvis has arrived”. It's definitely not something
you wauld expect 1o be hivaring these days wnless you were @ Las Vegas.
BUL, na Soaner the announcement was made, Elvis did walk through the
doors, white pumipsult, Jet black hair, cape and bl ard immedistely began
his performance. While the real Eivis is no longer with us, this Ekés is the
creation of Glann Ordndorff, Genn is one of these rare individuals who
ot andy sound like Elvis, but has alzo masterad his mannestsrs and
Dgars a strange resemiblance Lo lim

Glenm Byes in Verg Beach and sings every Sunday with the First Baptist Church chodr. When nat
simging in the chair b likes to sing country and western, but will gip into his Ehvi persona for spe
cial accasions.

Toastmasters Mesting Dema - Sept 16" John Young, Presadent of the ocal Toastmasters dub
was our guast speaker today, John, song with seversl of his Toastmaster colleaguoes, gave usa
chance o expeience what a meating would feed Boe. During 2 mesting, membars evaliate ams
anather’s presentations. That feedback process is based on tmekeeping, grammar, and nuances.
Ad we vigwed the demonstrakions, we learmed quickdy that the ability to listen effectivaly i ex-
Eramaly imipartang

Sahm toak it one step further by having same of our membars {caliad &1 rendom) particpats in im
prampiu table topic subjecds. They would have a minimum of 2 minwtes and manimem af §

| minutes to talk At the end of their dsoussion, they would be subjact o the feedback from the

| mramibeTs

Senior
Resource
ssociation







Governor’s Veterans
Service Award

=
-
-

Governor's Veterans Service Award
You're Invited!

Ceremonies Honoring Florida's Veterans and Military Members

EV.ENT: DETAILS,

Veterans & Military MELBOURNE

Personnel are Strongly
Encouraged to RSVP: AUGUST 14 Melbourne National Guard Armory

1889 Stewart Road
hitp://rsvp.myflorida.com Melbourne, FL 32935
RSVP Code: "MELBOURMNE" CLICK HERE TO RSVP
Questions? WHEM 215 p.m.

Call (850)717-9207
REGISTRATION 1:00 p.m.

MNote: Veterans must provide

sarme form of identification that
Governor's Veterans Service . : - .
Award Medal validates their veteran stotus. :

Includes: DOZ14, VA ID Card,
Refirement ID, Military ID, etc.

ATTIRE Business atfire recommended.
Yeteran Service Qrganization
attire is welcome,

g

To honor Floncky's meee fhan 1.5 milkon Yeferons,
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July 10th - Under the Sea
July 24th - Christmas in July
August 7th - Masquerade
August 21st - Puppy Love

Thgse. Great Local Charities

Anthony M. LaRosa

_____ | WL l ‘
— . @’ Hibiscus Children's Center
LA - : Savirg Children Since L9ES

-:--',,f'II

......

: | TEAM In
IIll'J:li.'E"l'-'!'I]I'r'1zl - I TE‘-"-'-'HII'-I.Z
VERO BEACH - 772.492.6744

BASTIAN - 772.918.4844



International
Assistance Dog Week

. . i i family, Assi 5 i i service Dogs, Hearing Alert Dogs,
Dogs For Life celebrates 2014 International Assistance Doz Week Ausust 3-9 mizmber of their family. Assistance dn@q imclude Guide Dogs,

” % Eus Seizure AlertResponse Dogs and Medical AlertResponse Dogs.
For sdditional information, or to have your dog screened for training & an assistance dog,
contact Shelly Ferger at {T72) 367-8969,

Dogs For Life schedules dog training classes

Dogs For Life, Inc. Has two basic obedience classes, one beginning Saturday, September 2, a1 9
AM and the second beginning Friday, September 8, at & PM.

With the completion of the new air-conditioned Dogs For Life Training and Administrative
Center, Inc. Located at the Off-Leash Dog Park, 1230 16™ Avenue, DFL will re-start our dog

havior/obedience classes for assistance dops, pet-assisted therapy dogs and dogs owned by the
general public, The classes are one howr, 1ast for six weeks and cost $120,

Shelly Ferger, Founder and CEQ of DFL, will be teaching the first series of classes with trainers

Retired Deputy Sheriff Phillip Muma works with his Dog Duke, during an assistance dog Sgt. Jay Harris, CPDT-KA, US Army, and Paula Via, CPDT-KA, ABCDT.A #faeNow that the

tranining session. &€ceTeam Duked€ in Training, through Dogs For Life, Inc. Training and Administrative Center is complete, we are excited 10 be teaching again, from the
very basics to the advanced levels, all while having fen and using positive renforoement &

In honor of International Assistance Dog Week, Dogs For Life, Inc. Will be holding tours of shid Shely Ferges.

their new Assistance Dog Training Center. A The Training Center is located at the DFL Off-

Leash Dog Park at 1230 16™ Avenue in Vero Beach, Florida and is open from 9 AM to 6 PM, Class size 13 limited, and reservations are required, call DFL at (772) 367-8969 for additional
information or email at dogsfodifevbidbellsouth.net. A Website

: . ; 4 " ss5:A www. dogsforlifevb.org.
International Assistance Dog Week was created to recognize all the devoted, hardworking addreas:h. warw.dogsfarlifovh.ore

assistance dogs helping individuals mitigate their disability related limitations.A In addition to
honoring assistance dogs during their special week, onc of the goals is to raise awareness about
these very special and highly trained animals. This year International Assistance Dog Week is
August 3-9.

-

] - ;
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We hope everyone in our area can join us 1o celebrate the selfless love and devotion these dogs
provide. A DFL will have information on hm- service dogs are evaluated, trained, and the laws
pertaining to service dogs in public places.A DFL will have information on how their program

operates in and outside Vero Beach, Florida.

a€eFinally, our Assistance Dog Training Center is complete and we are training more service
dogs than ever this year.A Our Veteran Dog Training Program is moving full steam ahead and
we currently have three dogs in training for local Veterans. €  said Shelly Ferger, DFL head
dog trainer. A Vero Beach has a gem right here in Indian River County and we want our
community to learn all about it.

Assistance Dogs transform the lives of their human partners with debilitating physical and
mental disabilities by serving as their devoted companion, helper, aide, best friend and close




Chunky Chat Radio
Show

"A Veteran's Best Friend"

- Chunky Chat Radio Show #8
With Tania Ortega-Cowan
08/21/2014

Listen in Friday August 22 from 3:30 - 4 pm and Sunday August 24 from 5 -
5:30 pm as we chat about the benefit of man's best friend to veterans with
post traumatic stress and people with other special needs.

In the studio with me are Jay Harris, L.A. and Darel the Labrador Retriever,
and Shelly Ferger from Dogs for Life.

Find it at 107.9 FM and 1370 AM in Indian River County, on i-Heart Radio
"WAXE".

The show is called Chunky Chat.

Here is where we have 'conversations of substance' with do-gooders and
heroes which will air every Friday at 3:30 to 4:00 pm, and Sundays from

3 t0 5:30 pm on 107.9 FM and 1370 AM in Indian River County, on i-Heart
Radio "WAXE" and online at www.chunkychat.com and on social media. ~
Tania Ortega-Cowan.

Left to Right: LA & Darel (Labrador Retriever) Tania Ortega-Cowan, Shelly Ferger and
Jay Harris.



Barbara Hoftman <info@coultural-council.ong>

Froem
St Monday, August 04, 2014 507 AM
Tex dogsforkfeviibellsauth. net

Cuttural Counc! Conmnection
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WA
Arts

R

MATTER ‘ www. Cultural-Council.org
Dear Shelley,
Welcome to our Monday Morning Cultural Cavncil
Connection.

THE CULTURAL CONNECTION WITH WILLI MILLER

Evaery Monday on WAXE 1370 AM or 107.9 FM
5 to 5:30 p.m.

To hear the show streaming via your computer, visit
www.waxeld70.com at 5 p.m.

Josa Daniel Flores
Marcaos Flores

TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR SUMMERFEST 2014

—

I:r-ngs For Life, Inc. Schedules Dng Tralnmg Classes

Dogs For Life, Inc. Has basic obedience classes, beginning
Friday, August B, at 6 PM.

With the completion of the new alr-conditioned Dogs For Life
Training and Administrative Center, Inc. Located at the Off-
Leash Dog Park, 1230 16thAvenue, we will re-start our dog
nehavior/obedience classes for assistance dogs, pet-assisted
sherapy dogs and dogs owned by the general public. The
dassst are one hour, last for six weeks and cost $120,
ieweis, all while having fun and using positive relnforcement.”

Class size is limited, and reservations are requined, call DFL
at (772) 567-8969 for additional Information.

mltmal Conneil

CONNECTION

F72.770.4857

FESTIVAL

Saturday, September 27
10 am to 4 pm
Riverside Park
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Dogs __l*_'ur.]_.ifc-q Inc.
MISSION STATEMENT:

A non-profit organizetion devoted to fmprov ng the quality of Iife for people and dogs through

training Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs and ow ming and operating an off-leash dop
park.
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under section 5o1(¢)(3) of the Internal Bevenue code, Registration @ CHas8:3)

Yo will receive a written recelpt for tax purposes and regular updates |_|||-.:_.|_|;_-|-| the Does For

1 4
Life, Ine, Paw Prints Mewslotter

dogsfortest. o




News Articles

HH
DFL Celebrates 2014 International Assistance : g At 45wy

—rrrr—

Dog Week August 3-9 -,-r

In honor of International Assistance Dog Week, Dogs For Lite, Inc. will be haolding tours

of their new Assistance Dog Training Center, The Training Center s located
ﬁﬁnﬂmlﬁﬂa’t 1230 16™ Avenue in Vero Baach, Fhﬁﬂﬂhm:'::in:ll-ﬂ
o i

international Assistance Dog Week was created to recognize all the devoted
hardworking assistance dogs helping individuals mitigate thesr disabisty related
limitations. In addition 1o honaring assistance dogs during their special week. one of the
goals s to raise awareness about these very special and highdy trained animals. This

year Intemnational Assistance Dog Week s August 3-8.

We hope everyons in our aréa can join us to celebrate the saffless love and devobion
thess dogs provide. DFL will have information on how service dogs are trained, the laws
pertaining o service dogs in public places and how their program oparates in Vero

"Finally, our Assistance Dog Training Center is complete and we are training more
sefvice dogs than ever this year. Our Veteran Dog Training Program is maving full
steam ahead and we cumently have three dogs In training for local Veterans," aaid
Shally Ferger, OFL head dog frainer. Verc Beach has a gem right hare in Indian River
County and we want our community to kearn all about it

Assistance [ogs transform the lives of their human panners with debditating physical

a‘-ﬂmuﬂ]dimhﬂﬁiﬂﬂfnnhgaﬂﬂmidﬂnﬂdmwﬂmmtﬂh. best friend
and close member of their family. Assistance dogs include Guide Dogs, Service Dogs,
Hearing Alert Dogs, Seizure Alert/Response Dogs and Medical Alert/Response Dogs.

For additional information, or 1o have your dog screened for raining as an assistance
dog, contact Shelly Farger at (772) S67-88639.

F
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‘Armageddon’ — a soldier’s tale

of the aftermath of Katrina

Mary Kempar
STHEF WHIFLE

s ksrrrenivebergrra revetah by com

“Phe smell ... when we got ofl
the C130, it hit me like a sledge-
hammer, L '.'i-‘ELE- Fikoe miscking your

in & bodbet,”

h];::iin:w Army Mational Guard
Sgt. Jasen “Jay” Harrie, of Vero
Beach, sald the memorics — I?r.-t'h
harrilie and gratifying — of his
one-month deploymment (o New
Orleans in the immediate after-
math of Hurricane Katrina w-iil

his Hfetame. .
“Euaf-. Awg, 0, 2005, Katrina
slammed irto the Chalfl states,
killing 1,833 and causing more
than $100 billlon m damages.
Omne week later, Harms armdved in

Mew Orfeans to help the devastat-

tits.

E?[:ﬂa mechanic, attached to
the 972 Military Police Battal-
jor. He was part of & mosaic of

ustis from all servicees, from all
faoraas the couniry.

The immediate need was some

belgadl oof bame.

“We hod the beat first serpeant

— [ wish 1 coald remember iz

name,” Harrls said. "He gol us ac-

commodations at the Univeraity
af Hew Ogleans,” which is lacated
near Lake Pontchartrain

“When we flew in, the Alr Foroe
bags ([Maval Adr Station Jolnt

Reserve Base New Orleans| waz

compiciely destroyed. The ran-

way was hastily put 1ng-|:ﬂ_1|:r_ We
apent two doya there, basically
camping, before we moved nto
the university.” Hamis sid,

il L

I o
Army Natioral Guaed Sqt. Seson “Tey™ Harris takos 2 break at fis Wera Beach home with his “unit® of pet dags.
Formedr ;

“The scene was Armageddon, like something out of & "Mad Max' I

movie. Apocalyptio. People were just in shock.”™
I

| Jay Harria !

| Thers Were people from gl sver
M our undt. They called us the

| ‘misfit battalion,” he faid, laugh-
ing

Harris and the “misfirs" Hot o

work rght away, disproving their
i by quickly grtting their
biase set op for operatiomne and
commandesting supplics.

“The Loulsians National Gisasd
Armory grve us access to ek ja-
mcHL, like & wrecker, exira
trucks, Humvees and tosls”
Harriz maid

“Lowe's and Home Depol wars
baslcally bust anyway, so they
Bave U any kind of supplies we

‘L P&peT, you fmme i
a MacCnrver ajiy
BN — fnd it grd Bt i, and
mnke It happen, | ceriainly thank
that wnit {the Lenlisiana Crizard)
—_ made sure we fad e,
trueks, even & feniced-in area or

E

*There were 150 of 1 Hwing in
the gymnusium, ™ he guid, “Thers
were cots lined up to glesp on,
male and lfemale changing areas,
no running water, anly one fan,
and we had to wse MEE hones
;-lhtr;'ﬂ#ll; = P!I:ul'[j primdtive; bt

1wl logether, o real
bonding. *

Harrin and his unit-mates began
Soe KATRINA page 4

%

W oy |

“We wore in a MscGyver situation —
find it and got it, and make it happen. ”

Farmer Army National Cloanrd
8gt. Jason “"Jay" Marris
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ferrying supplies o their base

from the afmrport fram lo-

Cal Batme s, “Fight thiough ke

PUmping areas,” he aaid, =4

| that Hme, the water was st
very high.” And the amell From
| the water, switling mass of raw

seware and toodc chemicals — 5
lot of peaple were thrawinge up
Eram je"

Death and destriiction wers s
erywhere. “You had bodies in the
trees, boats, everything,” Harrig
guid, I was chang — migdiess

The MPs pot o work right awny
a8 well, securing perimsters and
establishing cleared areas, “They
Wilked in teams,” Harris sajil,
“That’s when it hit me that e

mighit et |y,

*New Orleans Always had a bod of
crime anyway, bt Baw snd ardes
hadn'l been re-established yet

"W had 1o Eeep ol we %
with us at all Grees, We didn 't
kncle and load, but we always had
o have o mageine jn.~

Only once did Harrls and the
MPs encounter poten tial darniper,

SITY Uf
%%LEANS

: the aftermath of Marricane Katr
@ Wniversicy of dow Orleans T-shir

ina incluce a strest sign and

ly o the MPy, Harris said.
"I diddn't Like to ask oo iy

Quentions® when out and about
wiih lh-ehlh-—'rwumu.m
L o e matlill




uaed to tell I;ﬁmml
o
m;wﬁﬁm

avertheow government or
something™ people sxid. Mo,
mttndnmdhhgmrnlu-

.ii:ut.]-{ﬂ-rluﬁ:u.u:dhia

Ao misan

s, U ™ Dont

en it really began to tilt,
Water started coming in. And yau
did.rl:tr!'l:'ml: to come in contact
lﬂ.ﬂjthﬂ'ﬂtu'.!:-ﬂ;mhnﬂmt

ﬁ;&.u_mmur, "hﬂ,i'“h"‘-’!!mﬁﬂ '

.mu;k- R ] F:"ﬂ

mhtﬂhﬂm . =.':tn'u hang
¥

ot for & wh

: supplies,” he
suicl. *It waxz the first time I'd
evEr wiodkosd with saich an eclec-
tic group. Even the cooks were
%mﬂm |
e ;
;r::n'tk. ciped ot el
we DU EVETVOne we
met — it was the whole reason we
were there,” Harrls sald.
“Pecple were 20 h thank-
‘the mis WS
much of a difference we made.
When 1 went bome, [ fzlt goad.”
: ul hygiene for the
to improve from
primitive

:bm;';m

arcund the clack.”

A few days before leaving, Harris
arid his Fiends heard there was a
‘s restavrant %

“We took a ride across Lake Pon-

deplayment.
Tnmthcd?m%;&l
itself up, to help people, o be a
part of that — it's just the great-
-Entlhz_lin]:,"hcmid-

Harms said he'd “love fo go back
and see New Orleans today, 185 a
beautiful city. Back then, it was
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Veterans to get service
awards in Melbourne

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick.mccallister@yahoo.com

Gov, Rick Scott will be in Mel-
bourne on Thuraday, Aug. 14, at
2:15 p.m. to give veterans and
military personnel recognition,
The governor will be at the Mel-
bourne National Guard Armory,
18859 Stewart Road, giving those
who served and are serving the
Governor's Veterans Service
Award,

The Great Seal of the State of
Florida is on the front. The seals
of the five branches of the mil-
itary — Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps and Coast Guard
— on the back. Below those seals
are the words, “Honoring Those
Who Served.” Scott hopes to get
the Governor's Veterans Service
Award to all in the state who
served in uniform,

"I'll be there,” said Garren Cone,
president of the American Veter-
ans Empowerment Team (AVET)
Project, and co-host of Americ

BRI R R R Rt g

Warmior Radio, a veterans-interast
show on 1300 AM, WMEL. *1 reg-
istered to go to the (céeremony) in
Orlando, but couldn’ get there.

A lot of veterans around here got
therm.”

Florida iz one of only four states
with more than a million veter-
ans. The Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs estimates there
are 1.6 million veterans in the
gtate. The Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs is separate from
the federal Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. Among its duties
are running the state's veterans
homes and advocating for veter-
ans interests at the Florida Legis-
lature and Cabinet,

In a press release when the
awards were introduced last year,
Scott explained their importance.

*The freedoms and opportu-
nities that are afforded by the

American Dream were paid for by
the service and sacrifice of our
brave veterans,” he said. “Our he-
roes have made countless sacri-
fives for Florida families and it is
important that we take the time
1o l\‘ul.:mﬂ;r honor and thank
them for thelr courage and their
service, Although we can never
thank our veterans enough, this
medal will serve an a testament
of our thanks from Floridians
everywheie *

Heott wan in ihe Navy from 1971
to 1974, He served ah o radar op-
erator aboard the LSS Clouer,

TR

Gow. Rick Scott, right, greets men and women in uniform at a July 2 ceramony In Jacksonville to give out the Governor's Veterans
Service Award. Scott will be in Melbourne Thursday, Aug. 14 to conduct a similar ceremony with veterans from the Space Coast

drea.,

“The freedoms and opportu-
nities that are afforded by the
American Dream were paid for
by the service and sacrifice of

our brave veterans.”

Gov. Rick Beott

Registration for the ceremony
begins at 1 p.m. For proof of
gervice, velerans can use military
Iy cards, DD214s, retirement [D
cards, VA [D cards, or veteran
service organization [Ds, Veterans
can also register ahead of time
by visiting wune. floridavets.org’
gusa/ new-melbourne-grsa.

Those who can't attend the Mel-
bourne ceremony will get a sec-
ond chance to receive the award.
On Friday, Aug. 15, at 3:30 p.m.,
the governor will give awards at
the Avon Park National Guard
Armory, 2500 U.S, Highway 27.
Registration begins at 2:30 p.m.
Veterans can also register for that
ceremony by visiting wrow, flor-
davets.org/ gusa/avon-park-gusa.

The FDVA said that so far 2,418
veterans have received the award.
For more, call (B50)717-9207.

thtnmuufﬁnu k Scott's

The ‘Governor's
Vaterans Service
Award” honors
Flaridians who have
served in the U5,
military, On the
front of the medal
is Great Seal of the
state of Florida. The
back of the medal
displays the five
seals representing
the five branches
of WA, military with
an inscription that
reads "Honoring
Thase Who Served.

Photo courtesy
of Gow Rick
Scott's office



Ceremony recognizes Purple Heart heroes

By Candoca Mooro

:Tlﬁﬂll Purple !-Ii:a.r-t Day
|i:|:l!|:-|]:|:5.' Center i th
Indipn River Mall, i

s ﬂi":r}lf-l:;::rn.ﬂrn-
WALS fanging (411
World War 1 to the Irag

“The Purple Heart iy
-I'FIHEd to members of
the armed farces of the
Linited Stutes who are
wounded by an instru-
| maent of war in the hands
afthe enemy and posthu-
moushy to the next of kin
in the nume of those who
dre killed in oction ar die
thm

Sipe “hmul: it a
oratlon sz de-

fined M TEtArY Or-
der of the Purple Heart,
"Thank rnu all® said

| {H“l ar
hﬂr."i'h-h
tie inctheir

____*-—-__

hisnor. "You have ricked
vour lves, shed blood,
gstained lnj'urie:, with-
out compromise and
unselfishly for us all,
You are all heroes and
I'm hese because yau're
hera”

Oneofnkind

Tha 1|."k|:l:1'llr.l' Center, &
vision that bocame a me-
ality two years ngo, 1 the
only center of ite kind in
the United Stiates and n
nwdifmﬁmmmudﬂ-
pesately needed throngh-
s thio ot

More than just o milj-

Tt

oper by
volunteers

Flﬂhlﬂlpmmdn ben-
efit loind voterans.
Behind the store ks “The

with wheelchales, walk-
ers and canis torough dis-
nations and stoTe profits.

Pete Sayles, pressdent of

m_mj.-_m!.-, Augusl 13, 2014 VERG BEACH - INOMAN RIVER NEWSWEEKLY

PURPLE HEART HE_GIFIEHTE (FROM PAGE 1)

and deserve,”
beart cane
T, Indian Rivaer

County _'Wn-nd:r,.-_rygf’,
supply beautiful hand-
crafted canes to distrib-
ure 1o Jocal weterwns and
Phr:lﬂlut reciplents

Each cane bears the
af l;: Americar
il ey 1 _:r_

|l||-.—.-:|m'|.ll,.
Hl'pla
Haart

ranipicets:
Johin Dag-

s idant
o Viaiory

curranthy a
| wolintser
EE A
| o Lan
Zancs gl
iha Purplie
| Heart Day
Embro-
o aE tha

the personal informas-
. tion of the reclpient,
autch as their name, rink,
division, service dates
mmd awards,
The bl-l]l-n-fﬂ:u ik
careles these poignant
wordn:

fing, former

Cantar and

indifin Fever

blank check made pay-
able to “The United Staces
of America' for an amonmnt

;?' b asd iul:'l|:|-:||_|'¥ My
(=

Ryan Testa, u Purple
Haart recipient, received
#veteran'scane an
Heart Day ot the Viciory
Cember, He dg thie 984h local
reciphant to date,

Colanel Tony ¥oung,
acting president of the
Yeterans Council aid,
“Take & look of the char-
actar of the people Ln this
toam. Everyone here to-
day s 3 hero and honored
for their sacrifice for our
freedom.”

The awurd dates back
ta Aug, T 1782, when Gen-
eral George Washington,
cotrmander by chief of the
Comtinendal Army, created
e 'Hﬂﬂ'l for Military
Merit," known today as
the Purple Heart.

To belp our local veeer-

- ans or make u donation,

contact Victory Center
Military Store in the In-
dian River Mall {neanr Ma-

ey'sl or call 772-226-5318.

CONTEXTE FREFAFED EY SORIPES THEASURE COABRT NICHE DEFARTMINT

[ATTOR I A (e
i .

| | Furpie Heaort Diay
at Vickary Cemer,
harodirg Pumle
Heart recipi-
ania [rom ndian
Fiver pnid Bt
L coanbes.
Starding: Ronald
Btavans; 0. har
Buanson, Jr.: Ed
Britk fank Yan-
nesel; James 0.
g Wilsan, St; Rick
‘Brownsar, John

s
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Community Calendar
CThusosy's srecikL £venTs

—#Gﬂ'ﬂmﬂ Veterams
Loarvice Award Ceremony:
Al ool veterans to be

honored with the Governor's
Veberans Saryioe fward
mechl. 2205 fum. Medbourne | —

kational Guard Armory. 1534 _
Stewart Feadd, Melbourme.

Must proveide snme form of
[demlEfecation that valdabes
prteran status: DD214, Wi D
card, retirement 10, military
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‘Man’s best friend’ brings hope
to veterans, others in need

Bty Wi
DU wen

b it redd oo

The Voice of Experience

VETERAN

VOLTSSUE 41

Toisy Basitea of Vere Beach & an Armoy vereran of
thee forean War.

PacinR loaig s g in the fupare due o healil
msues, he loows he's goisg to be limdied o his
Bcrmities inomialins weps

Eaiter Shadow, his d-pear-akl back Labracor)
Walker houmid miz. With the help of Dogs Fer Lilke,
Shatlow ix heing traired 0 help Santos ger the
newspaper, make an emergency phone coll and go
wp aeel down stair, among other taslos.

O Aing: 5, Shelly Perger, foander amd CED of
Dhogge. For Lifie, and one of hes Waiters, foemer Army
5. Jason “Jay”™ Harria, vizited Saptos’ bome io
rheck on Shoadow's progress.

Shadow 55 a8 e beramt dog — "1ie%s smart. but
he's 100 percent stabborm,” Santes wid — Tt be
maiEd e o obey commanda,

"Lt e wew you manke him e down,” Ferger said
b Banlos, whe compied

“We nesd wo gel him u e an hiz side, becaise
otherwise heW Beeak,™ Freoger said, referning to o
cog's hnbet of pamping back e or wallsing aumy
without permassmion.

8= anike Senbom and Shadow throogh a serks of
maks — frmom “dewn™ I "say” o belping Sanics
up from the couch — ol peossanced that ] want
e mee mare fUE ond relenss, o he's deiog well”

Affier the home visit, Ferger bind Sanoes and Shiad
oW wisin the clubisaiee, where Santos spends me
ench weel helpdng oul st inge. The plan wae
l-b;t!‘hﬂh—' Faerer b e down quuietly ander the
ke

After twa o three trien, Ferper sucreeded — buit
e mamdde puare this sk wO0 b nedtamary,

Te= up and down o ot ot chis bing,” Sen bk i,
He serven refrmsiiments from the kbchen, for mx-
mmpide "Bt sy wife and ] go e bigh-stakes kopgo
sometmmen., where [d just be sinieg.”

- SEaff phedin beg day Kioper
oy Saiice, an Ay Wetesen weimren wha fives In Ve Beach, gecs ready b take off in his gof cary with
i buriely, Fhanoeay wing will oo doy helD D Saalod dy, s and beedy ones meevios-tag TRereng 15 Lo
plEted derough Dogs For Ul

It takes o fadl o fo tein thes kinds of dogs, 1t w=ry, very wpecinlioed. ™

Former Army Bgl. Jeaoa “lay® Harrls
veterana” progmm coordinaiar at Dogs For Life

" werdicE; [i's probabiy best o
lesrre Sladoer Bames an these oasons.
Down the road, Shaders will rerwive
traming oo how o ues o spectl phone
“sbout the mxe of & sl shoehbox ®
Santoas madd = suipped with a butlen
Shadcew can presa, which will eall 911
when geegramsned, il Santos’ wife, Debis,
B et hebee dusng an emerpency. Shadow
will themn be trainsd oo hark when the dis-
patcher snaeers. | Debie 5 bome, Shd
oo will be rraingd oo get hed arlenlim,
lelpdng versrnng e Santoe irel,
currently, ancther veteran suffering Shom
FTE0 — im & big part af Deps Per Lilie's
RS,
“Cur goal |8 b0 expand our service-dog

arogram, wivich ix abheolaiely free w0 Al
wetErans wish nead them ™ Froger sd
Thin is acoomplishad through gerernio
dennbonie, s the ooabs oan B slesp.

"It rakes o Foll Feds o B thewe lonids
of doga,” said Harets, who is the program's
eofdindrer, “[i' very, very specinlized.”

Duogs For Life alie condizets seguler dhe-
disnre cloeses, opsn 10 the public, ewhieh
help ol conte o well

Ar the newly Bl admsniaeu o butkd-
g, Ferper conducied the fArst class of
& ix-werk cocran an Awg. 3, At least 30
peaple aciendead, seime of whom wese din-
mhilmd.

San OGS pago 3
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DOGS from page 3

PTE0 &re fearfiul in new mihg-
noedd, for example. A service
diog For this kind of velsoan
wrule] be irainéed o “serure m
ecfumEirT,” (00 SRLMpe, amel
comiort e weteran, some
fimes Uy preasmy spagnet bhis
or e hack

Dioygx For Life staff are Fully
ejulpged mnd cerified o wark
with saTvice doge-tn-te and all
the compleaiea ol (e tmam
Ing, azel Ferper anid ahe and
her e=nff keep consainly L b

DOGSE from page 1

Bhet: piianiied] cagh s nambeer of
fvctn albosat tradning doge thiat
even sewioies deg cwmers might
nul e awsre of

“How ol i yoar dog? Smadl
doge aren Il mature unidl
theyre 2 years 0k, und large
s arent mature till 3 peasa
ald," ghe beld the class,

“How mmany moilies. s your
dog been with beforn wou? There
might be any silgoleer of bahay-
itre that pot stamed heforeband
“Lexzh; mt the breed. Terniers are
hresd 1o il verain, while beagles
mre bred to chase rabddta, But
even laal may not be & oomgpleis
PIRCIUNE — @ PEbnener may ool e
the water, for exaesgple.”

Ferger explainmd that many dog
OUTHLS Miswse ther leaghes,
lkeeping It 1o tight

“You want o mlack leash maoe of
thie timee,” she s, “Most peapin
e b Haink keeplng the bansh
light 13 the same thing as control.
1% k.

I wo. Ssaédd $0 coarect o behan
wow, g the beaah a fug, and give
the dog the proper sosamand,
ihe asd, “He will hes df veu
stk Tl b
A n model, FIH'EE: elieduced
Daarel, & former bambs-ditectinn
diog with the Aleahinl, Tebumoos
nnd Firearma agency,

By law, former law enforcement
Hils e not allowed 1o b

the brand-new adminiration builksig lecabed ot the Diog Park on 161h &

Fhelly Fenges, CED and fournder of Dogs For Lie, Vero Boo, coaidects e ek ol a el b L OF g by S 3

Staf phors iy ey Lesger
L i

in the krag

LA wRits with Tormer bomb-detection dog Dana] until The tme Fesger wil umiize D3 10 derromstre goced sy WEn—"

service doga, but Dagel was chere,
with Him cwner, who ldentified
Ih-er:-elrm: LA, en halp ahow

“erger 8 sludents hew n progar
u*:‘:nl elog belyeres m repalar .

Treats are losy (o good training,
Ferger said After Curnl cormeot-
oy bk, w3l dan Ly down, be
received o treat alfley cach com-
.

Ther are treats, thaagh, sl
there a=e treats, Ferger cau
chomied.

"Dont give them thowe janioy,
ity commerckad ones,” she e
“There wm & mumber of goosd,
naftunad and taaty coes graiinbs.
Personaily, I'se found that dogs
really Love Ehe dried beef lung
trents | keep bern [at the trairing
center].”

Tone of voice is adso key, Perger
demansrated & cheery lone whem
errddsing Darel for a teak well
Fﬂ?ﬂ!. and & sharp o {0 correct
him.

“Comrurioation is che el
mwe s tol Yo can e, ® she
mapcd, CIf 1 oam commuanseats, |
oan bue o dog eating oot of my
hsamiel. ™

Ehadow cerainky hae Sanios
earing ot of hin hamd, If not te
atier wag around. Cleasty, the
o are "o Y

“I wmlched Fim berg hormn,”

Smntom maid. "He wae the rume of

ke liwrr, sl they oedy oo Cha
=ns all black.

“He loves people, loves kbde® he
il “He ploes with 6 ol rahi
Whi COMES BEnld siar yand, who we
unmmd “Thamper,”

“IShacdowd will go out asd chame
Thismpnr armird this one bash,
N¥e o #ix Bomen. Then thay il bodls
drefy, fnd Be arotnd together [or
A feog time,”

One Shimg Shidom Loses most
i rdding erousel with Bemboa in

i gull ol "My pa aheen e
favamriie g ™ ber il

Fan Do mand e e s i
bora thet be b re corosiel e
i o o e g, el “wery ik
pralee.® a5 resail e e
errn il b e e ey

“The doriors saud 0 sy wEk
the pam e long ss | oen st
it aan] theen ey oonduer the
Oprsubion,” b nmid
“And | figore by that tsme Sk
o will b crime] mnadl rely "

‘Man’s best friend” aids veterans in need

Staff photo by Mary Kemper

Tony Santos, an Army Vietnam veteran whi
lives in Yero Beach, gets ready 1o take off in his
golf cart with his buddy, Shadow, who will one
day help be Santos’ eyes, cars and hands ance
service-dog training is completed through Dogs
For Life,

Mary Kemper
Staff Writer

Tony Santos of Vero Beach is an Army veteran of the Korean War.

Mernte ol Cegs S L o S S
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‘o ey g s b lrwer
Fanioe m Er grEs O @fel O
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S oh Saneoy e

These srv s & bew of e i
Cogs For L tran doge ™ da In
Sapmecw’ clSE, EYTE Sarchy pire-
mmd — o o wah PTELD, they
T Ty

BTy
ey vt wySening tron

Zgn OGS page T

Facing losing a leg in the future due o health issues, he knows he’s going to he limied in his sctivities
in multiple ways. Enter Shadow, his 4-year-old black Labrador/Walker hound mix. With the help of
Daogs For Life, Shadow is being trained to help Santos ged the newspaper, make an emergency phone
call and go up and down stairs, among other tasks.

daie on &dhasbts | the feld
In September, Ferger and
trainer Pouln Wie il adhersd
the Assistonce Dogs Inberna-
tional cemimrence in Colorida,
where, in vsre posd, sl
Amous experta an Ur, Patricia
Melomnel] asd Dr. Trmpie
Orarslon have given tilka,
"The worsderful thimg is, we're
. constenily kearmang.® Fengesy
miirl. “Whas we leirn, we pasa
oh bo T Pemere, eepecially
g wrterans, We belp them, nnd
they help as®
For mone dnforriaion on oo
For Life ord 115 mission o
=i s ranx il seriog
chexs, ponnacr dogsdosliies b
s | e 15 st

o Read More Subscribe Here

Huge donation goes to veterans’ council
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2014 International Assistance
Dog Week August 3-9

For additional information, or 1o have your dog
screenad for training as an assistance thog,
contact Shelly Ferper at (772) 567-8964,

e 1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida

- August 39, 2014 @ Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Centar
il " www.dogsforlifevh.org « 567-8969




VETERAN

The Voice of Experience

0ICE

Vieteran Voice I3 a weekly newspaper for veterans,
aclive military, their famiies and their friends,
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2 = AUGLIST 28, 2014 « VETERAN VOICE = THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

Celebrating valor

Phato courtesy of retired Comenand Sgt. May, Ed Britz, U5, Army
The Victary Center Pdilitary Store hald an honaring for locad Purple Heart hamoraas

Mall, From left, Ronald Stevens, 0. hvar Svenson A, Ed Brint, Yank Yannetelll Jarmes
Cr. Wilson 5S¢, Rick Brosear, Ksbin Darling. hits Hosfod, Robert 8, Latimer, Stees Kraus
and Dandal Viotrabek with his service dog. Ariel Mot picturad Bt in attendance were
Aoy Siler and Len Zanca
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DFL Updates

Shelly Fe

Frnmm: Constant Contact <support@constantcontact.ooms

Sent: Saturday, July 26, 2014 12:56 PM

To: dogsforlifevbi@belisouthumet | .

Subject: Yaur carpaign Dogs For Life Events Schedule and Upcorming Dog Park Mainlenance

has bean sent

DFL Schedules Group Dog
Training Classes

DFL has two basic obedience
classes, one beginning
Saturday August 2, at 9 AM and
the second beginning Friday,
August 8, at 6 PM.

With the completion of the new air-conditioned
DFL training and Administrative Center, located
at the off-leash dog park, 1230 16th Avenue, we will re-start our dog
behavior/obedience classes for assistance dogs, pet-assisted therapy dogs and
dogs owned by the general public. The classes are one hour, last for six weeks
and cost $120 to the public, dog park members receives discounts and there are
no charges for assistance dog teams.

Shelly Ferger, Founder and CEQ of DFL, will be teaching the series of classes
with trainers Sgt. Jay Harris, CPDT-KA, US Army, and Paula Via, CPDT-KA,
ABCODT. "Now that the Training and Administrative Center is complete, we are
excited to be teaching again, from the very basics to the advanced levels, all
while having fun and using positive reinforcement "

Class size is limited, and resarvations are required, call DFL at (772) 567-8959
for additional information.
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Scheduled Dog Park Maintenance

Coast to Coast Landscaping has agreed to start mowing

each Friday at 9:30 AM at the narth end of the park. Members are asked to shift
to the southern off-leash areas through the greenway space to the east of the
park {dogs are required to be on-leash in this area,) as the mowing then
continuas to the south, to then shift back to the north.

The new off-leash ane just narth of the Training Center is available for use if not
being used for DFL Programs,

A second Ant Treatment will take place Tuesday, July 29 at 4 PM, and then will
require full irigation of the park. So the park will close at 4 PM next Tuesday.

Tree Trimming will occur within the next two weeks, to accommodate 7° undear
the pathways and busiest areas of the park.

The key pad is operational to the Training Area of the Park. A double gate
entranca will be installed next week. This area is also available to members
when not bemng usad for DFL Programs.

Soon you will notica the words "compact” on the parking stoppers just west of the
small dog area, please adhere fo this request so that the gravel

driveway remains passable, Two parking stoppers will be reserved for “visitors™
just north of the handicapped parking stops, and the three stops to the weas! of
the building will be reserved for "staff.”

Pleasa refrain from using your foot to activate the bottom water fountains, this is
causing the bubbs inside to break.

Recently we have replaced the temperature gage, it's hanging on the shed just
as you turn left into the gravel parking area. Please remember this time of year
we nead to be extra careful our dogs don't over heat

If you suspact your dog Is overheating, all dogs have access to the dog wash
area. Immediately, take your dog to the dog wash and and soak them to the
skin, paying special aftention to their stomachs, mouth, rectum and pads of their
pEWS,

The first-aid kit along with the bolt cufters have been mowved to the outside
restroom as we've had to use the shed for additional storage that will need 1o be
locked in the future.

Thank you for helping DFL to make our Off-Leash Dog Park the Best in Vero
Beach, we walcome your suggestions and input on increasing membearship and
| with p_arl-: improvements.



Obedience, service
training classes
coming soon

By bessiea Creagan
EragEn i o messnn sl com

'ii"EHL'l BEACH — It has hepn
L lang time coming, but g
Incal nomprofit with & misston
focused on poople and their
buarry best friends finally has a
real headguarers,

Dogs for Life Vere Beach is
cartified 10 train bearing and
mohility assistance dogs, as
'!I:EJTI s Iﬁrl.llltr::.’u Tor mili-

viferans with physical
and  paychological  needs.
Dedicated tminses also pro-
vide beginning and adwmeed
obedience  clasees for  the
|'IIth:||fL'."-"I'i!h the new adminds-
tration and tralning center,
mare. pets can be irained
year-rond, members said.
The new boilding Iz beated

off-leash dog park an  T6th
Avenue and 16t Seer in
Vero Beach, Frevinushy,
triifing of animale and their
Exmpanions would have o he
done  owdonrs  and  was
weather-dependent. or wenld
tmke place in peoples homes,
sadd Shelly Ferger, founder
and exocutive  direcior  of
Dogs for Life.

“Wow thal we are herg i
this building, we hepe mone
prople will s=e thar we gre

oul - and  dee  what  we're
itbou,” Ms. Ferger safd,

Beth Stryker iv a member of
Dogs for Life and
bringa her hoating assistancy
dog, a fﬂ!r'hpnndle named Tig:
ger 1o the groups off jeg
doy park for pl?;' tim with
oifer

Mot only will the new one
site building provide |ndesor
iilning that will be wake-
whle to many people, bur the

omn the site of the oo pralit’s

$03ll around and will check us 5o DOGS, page @

Friday, July 4, 2014

dog park during daviight houes with a
persomal arcess code and norifica-

| Hometown Mews - VERD BEAH - whanw HometownNewsOL, com

Feam page |

[mgs for Life members are also
thiilled aboot Ffnally |'Iil‘-"iI'IE an
imdoor plumbing restroom ar the
park. M= Soryker said.

“There are o ki of good things
shout the training center. T think
wihen you rain dogs In a group, the
dogs will watch what the ather dogs
are doing, and the likelthood of more
of them getting it i= higher. But 1 do
kmow all of us who come here a log are
wery excited aboud the bathroom.”
fels. Sawyloer sakd with & chuckde.

Cenerous donations made by indi-
widsals in the community made the
comsruction of the building possibla,
sven alber 3 period where il looked
il the nonprofit was golng to have
o el Ma Ferger said.

Membership 1 Dogs for Life ks
$385, parially tax-deductible, and
inchudes open access to the off-leash

F

tlons of upcoming events and classes
offersd by the nonprofil.

Right now there are abowt 104 dues
paying members and 30 qualified
members that sarned a scholarship,
Me. Parger said.

“Right now, the membership basi-
cally pays for the maintenance of the
park, that's all, We see the dog park as
our thrift shop, 8 place where we can
et funds o keep our mission of
raining service dogs golng,” Ma. Fer-
por said.

Individieals interested in  joining
Dops for Life can purchase a one-
mobth membership for 565 If they
want to dip their paws in water, she
gaid.

Drops Berought to the park must be
imoeuliated.  neutered  and  social,
according o the Dogs for Life web-
gite,

Some people bn Yero Beach enjoy
recreational activities such as boat-

Ing, pobfing or godng o thedr children's

— ————

sporting events, but athers fnd Useir
jow in recreational activities with their
dog, Ma. Ferger sabd.

“The dogs are their recreation and

.
L
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Dogs For Life will offer

|

that's why they are willlng 1o pay for |

membership to the dog park,” she
said.

Members know that dog swners are
expected 1o be gware of thelr animal
at all times, cleaning up after them
and chacking o make sure they play
appeeprianely, Ma. Ferger said.

If o pup’s ohedience and infemmotion
with orhers BT the greatest, pechaps
cnrolling in o Dogs for Life obedience
cliss could help, she said,

The basic class Includes Instruction
on teacking comnpiands such as: e,
stiay, come, heel and down, and fur-
ther Instructlon an how o have & dog
become a cerdfied Amerkean Kennel
Club *good citisen,” Ms, Perger said.

“All of the dogs we rain, mot just the
service dogs. all of the dogs we trin,
wir would like 10 ses become good cir-
fzenes.” she said.

The ebedience class schedule (s naot

b

yet avallable, but should be out within
days of the Dogs for Life center soft
openig on July 7.

With the new bullding, the Dogs for
Life board of dirsctors have also
detided to add staff for the office and
for the iraining side.

"Its exciting for me personally
hecause | have been training dogs in
‘Vera Eeach for moze than 30 vears,
bur it had taken & backseat with Dogs
far Life. Recently, it had been all abeut
campalgns, Faising money for us o
keep going,” Ms. Ferger said,

*1 am really gratefiul o the bonrd for
hiring seane help so [ can go back
what | do best, and :hntEu training
dags,” Ms, Feoger sald.

The rew maining and adiminisina
tion ceper af Dugs for Life Vero Beach
i ar [230 P6ef Ave., Vere Beack, iich
is the same qeldress az the off-leash dog
park. For more informabon abodr
Dogs for Life Vere Beach, call (772
AT -A5EG ar |
voww, dogsforlifevh.org.

FOR VETTRAM YOKE

Imv honas of International Assis-
tance Dog Werlk, Dogs For Life,
e, Vero Beach, will bodd fours
al ita new Assistance Dog Train-
ing Center, located at the DFL
Off-Leash Dog Park at 1230 1é6th
Ave and is open from 9 &.m. 106

-ET1:
F:nlernatinnah Apalatrros Dog
Week was created to recognice atl
the devoted, hardworking assis-
tance dogs helping individuals
riiitigate trekr disabalily related

Hmitmtioas.

In addition to honoring asss

tanee dogs during their special

woek, nne ol the goals i5 o CRlse
awareness aboul these very ape-
wial and highly teained animals.

Thit year International Assis-

toruce Dhog Week is Aug. 3-9.

DFL hopes everyones n the arca
can helgy celebrate the selfless

Towe amwd devotion these dogs

prowice.

FL will Bsve informaiion. on
hiomr servics dogs are cvaluated,
trained, snd the lows pertaining

1o service dops in public plac
e -Additienally, information will
be given on how the program
aperates in amd outside of Vero
Beach
“Finally, our Assistance Dog
Training Center is complete, and
we are raining more gerics dogs
than ever this yeer,” said Shelly
Ferger, DFL fmender, CEO and
head tralner
S0nyr Veteran Dog Traindng Pro-
preum is moving full stearm ahead,
gnd we currently heve threo dogs
in oraining for fpcal veterans,”
Ferger said. “Vero Beach haz a
gem right here In Indian River
Coumnty, and Wit WRNT oUr cofm-
mianity 1o learn il abouat ir”
Assistance dogs transform s
lives af thisir naman parners
with debilitnfing physical and
mental disabilities, sich as
PTSD, by serving a8 their devet-
ed companion, helper, aide, best
friend and close member of theif
family. Ansistancs dogs inclade
giakde dogs, service dogs, hearing
abert diogs., i alerd | fESpoTme
dags and medical alerifrEapon=e
LR

tours, classes to public

|

SdinTe;

CFL will also offer tepo basic sbedienca

Auag. 8, a1 & p.m.

oot 120,

Army, and Paula Via,

Ferger gt (772} S67-2%49

DFL will also offer two basic
obedience classes, one beginning
Saturday, Aug. 2, &t 9 am., and
the second beginning Friday,

; DFL wall pe-start jts dog behay-
or fobedience classes for assis-
tance dogs, pet-assiated therapy
dogs and dogs awned by the
general public, The classes are
ang horar, last for aix weeles, and

Ferger will teach the first series
of clagses, along with accredit-

ed traimers Sgt. Jay Harris, 1.8

“Now that the Training and Ad
ministrative Center is complete,
Wwe ore £Xciled to be teaching
again, froem the very basics to the

sdvanced levels, all while having
fun and using positive reinforce-

Casses, ane beginning Saturdsy, Aug. 2,
ot 2 a.m,, and the second begimning Fri-
day, Aug. &, ot & p.m,

For mdditiona) information, or io
hiave your dog scresned for train-
Mg ux an agsigtance dog, conbmct

ment,” Ferger said

Claas size 15 limdted, and res-
ervgtians are required. call DFL
At 772} S67-8969 for additional
Information, or ecail at dogafor-
lifevisEibellsouth. net.

(L5 webhsifa can be Weused o
wiww dogsforlifevb.org



In Memoriam

BA » Tuesday, July 15,2014 B SCRIPPS TREASURE COAST NEWSFARERS v TC

ROGER CARHART NEACH

Roger Carhart Meach, age 75, passed away
unexpectedly July 10, 2014 at his home. He was tha
nn:‘;l child of Donald "Dobber" Fredrick and Bernice
Carhart Neach. His claim to fame was that he was
born in Cooperstown, NY, on March 25, 1939, His |
family moved to Vero Beach in 1956 and opened
Dobber’s Men's Wear. Roger owned and operated
Dobber's for 44-years until its closing in 2000, He
attended Suffield Academy and graduated from Vero
Beach High School, class of 1958

He was a much beloved husband, father and frlepd
Roger easily made friends and will be missed by
many. As an avid fan of both the San Fransico Giants ‘

and New York Giants he never missed listehing to or
wabtching a game. oy
In- hig lifetime, he was a member of Vera Beach
Planning and Zoning Board, the Riverside Theater,
Jaycees, Indian River Exchange Club, Rlomar Hay |
Yacht Club and a S0-vear momber and past president
of Verg Beach Country Club. He foved %E and had a
hole-in-one at Ba2nt Pine Country Club on the 13th Haole,
Roger s survived by his wife of 53 ﬁears. Patricia
Lalima Neach; children, Jeffrey, Bethany Fretwaell,
Famela Vocelle and Zander of Vero Beach and Paige
Rhodes of Pelehatchie, MS; grandchildren, Quay,
summer and Derrick Neach, Trevor, Jacob and Tucker |
Fretwell, Hannah, Morgan and Tanner Rhodes;
reat-grandsons Jayden RAmsey and Brantley
retwell, He Is predeceased by his parents Dobber
and Bernice; granddaughters Candlea MNeach, Paxton
Rhodes and an infant grandson, :
services will be held at calvary Chapel, 941-18th ‘
streel, Vero Beach, FL, on Thursday, Jualy 17 at

- : 1:00AM. In lieu of flowers, please consider Dogs for
nygﬂ'ﬁ”éﬁi" -’Tﬁﬁr 7934 j"&’ *"?’?&- 2074 Life of Indian River County, P.0O. Box 650023, Vero
Beach, FL 32965 and 5t Judes Children's Hospital, 501

St. Jude Place Memphis, TN 38105, '

An onllne puestbook Is available at
www.strunkfuneralhome.com
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Certificate of
Occupancy

: DFL received our Certificate of Occupancy yesterday for
DOGS FOR LIFE, INC. our Assistance Dog Training & Administration Center.
_ This amazing organization is located at 1230 16th
Certificate of Occupancy Issued by Indian River County! Avenue in Vero Beach and very soon will be

e our headquarters.

DFL Off-Leash Dog Park Voted Treasure Coast Reader's We have been slowly moving office supplies and
Choice Award WINNER!!! training equipment into the Center, and expect to be

operational within the next two weeks.
s v TP e :
- W‘i R Meanwhile.. The Restrooms accessible from the dog
¥ | o

park will be open as of TODAY! This area is accessible
from the gate directly east of the Canter.

!

o,

The off-leash area just to the north of the Center will
remain closed until we are able to cover the existing
drains with custom (dog paw friendly) covers, currently
being fabricated.

The gate at the paved parking area will remain closed
while contractors finish up the "punch list” and we finish
moving in. Once we become open to the public, and
ready for business, the gate will be removed

completely.

The access from the parking lot to the training area is
not quite operational, but should be very soon.

Once the Center is open, members and the public will

Assistance Dug Training & enter at the paved parking, there will be a one-way drive,
Administrati Cent parking stops will be repositioned to accommodate
. ITIII'II'.-E'- _I'EI ive Lenter additional parking, and the exit will be on the north end
Receives Certificate of Occupancy! of the park.
Because of the generous support of our Donors, Project We hope you are as excited as we are!!

Manager Anthony Donadio, Contractors Bill Bryant &

Assacistes and the DFL Soard of Directors: We actually have our first assistance dog training

session scheduled with a local Veteran at the Center
THIS FRIDAY!!

A Grand Opening for Donors and the Public will be held
at a later date, once we have the Center fully
operational... Stay tuned.



We are currently planning a full range of programs for
our supporters and the public. From basic dog behavior
and obedience training to full public access training for
assistance dogs. We are especially proud to be in a
position to expand our relationship with the

military community, increasing the number of

dogs trained for the men and women who have and

are protecting our freedom.

DFL will increase our Pet-Assisted Therapy Program,
and the number of people and dogs in the dog park, as
well as our community out reach educational programs,
such as the 4-H Dog Masters Club and many others,

Thank you for your continued patience as we make this
transition, and give yourselves a pat on the back, and
your dog a pat an the head!

Appreciatively,
Shelly Ferger



News Articles
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" PEOPLE

* Dogs for Life opens training facility for service dogs

‘ Y AARCY SCINKRL |
N Wriaer

Its been a long joumey from kdea o
reality but Daogs for Life supporters nev-
er gave up, and this month will open the
doars io i whole world of opportunities
for veterans and others in need of ser-
vice dogs with its new Assisfance Dog
Training and Administrative Center.

shelly Ferger, DFL founder and exec-
utive director, and her dedicated team
hisve been taining service, pet-assisted
therapy and companion dogs since
JHE, In 2010 DFL became aocredived

by Asabstinice Dogs International as one
of nly four In Florida sanctoned by the
Veterans Association 1o certify service
dogs for vederins,

Al service dogs are dralned at no cost
tey their osmers, thanks to private dona-
tons, local grants and memberships in'
thie group's Off-Leash Dog Park.

“We are using the dog park as the
equivakent of a thrift shop as a source of
imcome for us,” explains Ferger.

In addition to the new Training Cen-
ter, the 4.5-acre site inchades spaces for
both sutdoor and agility ralning. sepa-
rabe arens for small and large dogs and a

memorial garden. Fuhue plans call foi
Dutdhoor park ighting in the evening
The mew budlding will house the DFL
admimistrative offices, restrocms with
oattchoor access for Dog Park members,
and et mportantly a ptace for ingoor
training. It also offers an opportundty bo
increase services open to the public,
such as dog behavior and obedience
tradning, and cutreach programs to the

I-IIJLI
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4-H Dog Mastess Club and others,
"Before, we coubd never stay on a
training schedule because everyihing
was outside. In Flarkda its never cool
enough unless you're getting out bere at
740 in the morming which people don't
want o do” says Ferger, “So now that
wave got the Indoor ralning centes,
we cin train year round and stay on &
COMTINUED Gi BAGE ¥
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schedule. Mow we'ne golng to be able to
have individual classes and we can hae
them at night, without the mosquiies.”

Designead by architect Tony Donadio
and constructed by Bill Bryant & Associ-
aite=s, the new Bacility affords a variety of
indoor training scanarios.

“In the past we could only work in
the home of the people who owned the
divg to do the task raining, becawsse we
had to have a bed and alarm cocks,
telephones, five alarma and that sort of
thing,” explains Perper. "This building
albows us to simulate the in-home en-
virgmmeend, o0 we can do the work here,
And it alse allows ws to tain doegs fom
otsiche of Vero Beach.”

DFL's Asalstasnce Do Training, which
aids owners dealing with hearing and
mobility issues, was the perfect foumda-
thom For the neser Service Dags for Ved-
orias Traindng program.

As any dog lover can attest, tensions
can be eased by just the thump of a tail
from a furry friemd, Por vederans redurn-
kg o Froam ihe hormors of war @ sar-
vlce dog can bring about an emotional
stability that i far more effective then
i, DFL can tmdn dogs in 14 aaks
beneficind o veterans suffering from
TSI (Post Traasmatic Stress Disorder),

St sabd one Frequently requested
fiak s called “wwich my back,” where

PEOPLE

the dogr is placed bahind the person.

“It's 50 they can sit comfortably in an
environment of pesple where they'e
nat 50 concerned that someona is going
o come up behind them and assault
thean or something of that sort.”

Anpther coping mechanism aid is
erowedd control, where the dog is tradned
o g oart to the end of the beash and cre-
ate a circular safety barmier,

“Not in an sggressive way: thesde dogs
are not agpressive,” siresaes Perger, noi-
ing the goal is increased personal space.
“They get overwhelmed with hyper-
vigllance, siress, fear; they're on alert all
the tirme.”

They also train dogs o wake a person
from a nightmare by jumping on the
hed and licking their face,

“nd fvom what we hear, if you're
woke-up by & dog Heking your face
vou'ng i bot less combative than when a
person s waking you up.”

Orthers include: “popping a cormar” to
look before a person enters a doorway;
searching a home before eniry; bark-
ing et 8 hand siemal; providing tactile
stimubation o disrupt emotional over-
ladd; “breaking the spell® of a combat
trauma iranes; “finding the car” whan
et need 10 exit o bullding quickly;
calling 911 or a sulcide haotline on K-9
emergency phones; camying backpacks

of supplies; providing deep pressure
for calming effects; reducing hyper-
vigllance; and serding as a security and
loneliness "combat buddy”

“Adl parr traindng i positive reinforce-
ment; they have to want o do it” she
says “When they want to do it that
bl i nbreakabia”

Although the VA will not yet reim-
burse veterans for FTSD service dogs,
mast of the DFL dogs are cross-mralrned
s0 Ferger says, "I it's a hearing or maobil-
ity dog trained for PTSD as a secondary
conditbon then they can get thelr ben-
efits from the V"

The group expects an influx of ves-
erang needing service dogs, and wants
to obtain grants to hire veterans as
trainers,

"Our first hired veteran and dog train-
er, fason Harris, & actively attending
regular vederans' group mestings and
events o engage and recnut edditional
vebarams to assist as fuhare Dogs for Life
ertiners, This effort will help the relnie-
gration of veterans inio our comomunity
and help Dosgs for Life pre-train service
dogs af the same tme"”

Unllke most service dog training fa-
cilities, which breed, pre-trakn and sell
their dogs, DFL generally aither tralns n

T, oo nasdsgs them
o Lomnspirogoy Ui

"W ame looking for foster homes; a
bot of people are not physbcally capabla
of treining their jwn doge.  Dwogs could
b dropped off during the daytime for
malning, and stay in ithe foster home
nights and weekends.”

DFL also has o Pet-Assisted Thesapy
Diog peogram, which trains and certifies |
viohangesars to take their own dogs to se-
nior centers and children's facilities, |

"We curently hawve 13 facilides we)
serve af least once & waeel; some of them
are twice a week,” siys Ferges, noting
the therapeutic value of & doghs unco
ditional love. |

“Mow that we have this building i's]
going to be all abwout veterans and ser
vice dogs. Our focus i on what we ca II
do to train more service dogs, and
Fuave o tradn more rainers.” |

Cine of thedr bigmest hurdles has bees
that the public dioes not fully realize al
thiat Dogs for Life offers.

“We have a resource in this o
nity that Is second to none. Twant pe
ple to kavow that this & ke a litha jem,
stresses Porger "Wa're so much mao
than just a dog park, bui we can't mak
it happean withouwt the money, We need
the community to get belind this; i
suppont Doge for Life so that we
suppart our veterana and others
disabilitios” =
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Fishsing Spod
W SahEstan et State Park
W Hbee Cypresy
W indfiis Riups

Golf Comrses
W Sandridge Goif Clun
‘W Baid Pine Golf Chit

Gaan R Arigee

W nthan River Pubiic
Chmbng Bange

W Indian fiver Sportamas

Ll Event
W Al binder tha Oaks
w0 Dovenioram Friday

Local Park
W Rrersde Peck, Wore Beach
W Brereiaw Park, Sebastian

Local Weslienil Gelaway
W Vo Baach Holel & 5pa

W Disney's vern Beach RBesior
B The Driftwood Resart

Arts YVenue

B Rverside Theatm
W VonBeach High Schoo
Perfurming Arts Cenber

Place for Cidld's Elrthday
W Skake Fackory
W Christ?s Fiiness

River Craises
B Scheshan River Qoeen
W Capt Hireen's River Crniise

Special Evenis Fastivals
SR
Aftraction

Towrist
l McHee hﬂﬂﬂ}ﬁ
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Travel Agency
LT
B Treagure Coast Travel
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Memorial Day

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC.

Remembers our Fallen Heroes this Memorial Day.

We also honor DFL's heroes, our donors, board of directors,
volunteers and staff who are improving the gquality of life
Jor the United States Military men and women
through training hearing and service dogs.

DFL Veteran Dog Program Update

Because of your generosity, DFL is currently training a
Service Dog for a Veteran of the Korean war, a
Service/Hearing Dog for a Veteran of the Afghanistan
War, and have just re-certified Hearing/Service dog for
Veteran who returned from the war in lrag. And, we
have service dog in training for a retired Sheriff's

Deputy.

There are two local Veterans who are in the application
stages who need our help to train dogs, and there are
sure to be many more to follow.



And, this is before our Training Center even opens!

These teams join two additional dogs in training with

their owners, one as a Hearing Dog and one as a
Service Dog.

DFL also supports 16 Dogs currently enrolled in our
Program, and over 100 dogs trained since 2002.

Because of YOU, DFL does not charge our teams one

cent for training their dogs. And, all service dog teams
revive FREE membership to our off-leash dog park.

Each team can take 6 months to 1 year to train, and our
relationships can last up to 10 years with each team,

and when their dog passes, that person goes to the top
of our list for a new placement.

DFL is honored to be a part of the Veteran Dog training
movement, We are honored to serve our military and
their families, and we hope you are too!

Qur first hired Veteran and dog trainer, Jason Harris

is actively attending regular Veteran Group meetings
and events to engage and recruit additional Veterans to
assist as future DFL Trainers.

This effort to help the reintegration of Veterans into our
community and help DFL pre-train service dogs at the
same time.

S0, as we reflect on our fallen heroes this Memorial
Day, let's remember our Veterans who although may
have come home scared protecting our freedom. Are

mending with the use of a dog, who has been trained to
serve them, while naturally providing

unconditional love.
Mow that' something you can help DFL supportl

Thank you,
shelly Ferger



Park Update

DFL

Assistance Dog Training and Administrative Center
And Dog Park Update

The Dogs For Life Assisiance Dog Treneng and Admnistrative Candar s almost complede
Construction has stayed on schedule, the restrooms are operational, and we should hava our
Cerlilicate of Ceoupancy next week

Ve are working now io furnish tha bullding with what we will nead 0 "open the doors™ 1o the
public. The DFL Board of Direchors hawe worked hard o find sponsors o purchase
appliances, desks, chars. ielophanes and compuiers to name a fosy

Alhaugh we afa slill f campagn mode i help with the casts of these needed dems, we aro
moving fonward and hope b0 open within & manth,

Lintl the Canbar opens 1o the public, the gaie fo #he paved parking ansa will remain iocked, but
parking wik be avalable for amall dog ovesfiow parking in the paved area

Tha future plan s that e property will have 3 one-way enranca & axil. Enterng al the main
paved parang aras 1o the scuth and then exiing al the graved driveway 10 he nodth.

W ask pur memibers to consiger parking drectly n front of e buldng that will be neaded
for the public 1o drog in for information on our programs and 10 join the park. 5o wa want to
make sure fhese 15 always a space or bwo avalable o front of fie Duldng

There will also be fawo full ime employees who will eed to park across from the Buikding
Fil Tred (o use 1l bwo handasapped parking spaces if you qualify

The ey Tencesd anad just Lo e noclh of the Irsinrg cender, will be made avaiable for use
cnce the dran cowvers ane replacad wilh semething smaller that gaws will nal & through.



AS 200N &3 the C.0. & ssued from IR County the balfiroom entrance on tha north side of the
Canter will be accessable io mambers and wil remain cpen 247,

We hope you are a2 exciled as we are, to se8 his Important addition to our community

OFL is only ona of four onganizalions in the State of Flords that is qualified to cortify
Assisiance ogs under govesmiment and internaticnal trawal, 80 our assistance dog traning
program = on tha verge a 8 BIG BOOKMA.

DFL also has a state of the ant off leash dog park program that will continue o be modeled
Whmﬂﬂ- And, row that the park i slaalicnd, we sxpect imemberships o grow
-1 3

Cipening thes Cendar is sure 1o bring 8 renewsd infterest, energy and suppor for our non-proft
arganization and we look forwand (o sharing the news wigh you.

i you would like additional information on volumeerng for OFL, please refer to the
newalatier link below, copy the Volumtesr Application and formard to us either

dogslorleybifbelaouth nel. vis www dogsiorifesh org, or contact us directly al the DFL
Crffice {T72) S67-OBE0.







Volunteers

ﬁ" Your ;"..gin;_; & _I]‘Il'-i:il:illil'.:n.'
ada4d Resource Center

\ : : J Area 1';]_’1. ncy on 1I|1_r|r'||_r
Pais BeacH § Tneasune Coast, M.

Proudly Presents the 23™ Annual

PRIME TIME AWARDS
BREAKFAST

~(elebrating Senior Volunteers ~

May 22, 2014

Palm Beach Gardens hMarnott

Thank you to jj_dﬁ_{ CW"Q_L
Humana

Hospitality Sponsor

/ f; \ Your Aging & Disability
aaa Resource Center

\ E f / Area Agency on Aging
Paim BEacH / TREASURE CoAsT, INE.
Celebroies

For yvour vedudeersme and dedusdon

ter those you serve throughout your commuinity.

In witness thereol, tus certificate has been ssaed by the
Arca Agency on Aming of Palm Beach Treasure Coast, Ine., at the
Pame Tune "l.".'l.:'|!-!|\ ]lll‘l,.'.'l,Ll..h' Ol r]|i~. e 4!;-|:|.' rbl. ‘,'I.I;“' LI
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Taime Estremorn-Fitegerald, Chief Executsye Officer




Dear Shelly Ferger,

Your ematl, named Copy of Volunteers Needed for Mailing Sat & Mon, was sent on
05/05/2014 around 9:56 AM EDT,

Below is & copy of the HTML version yvour contacts received. Don't forget, you can easily
monitor the effectiveness of your email with real-time metrics and sktabs. Log in to your
Constant Contact account and visit the Reports area under the Emalls tab.

Subject: A few large dogs needed this Thurs for orientation

LB

_Ilug,s. For Life®?

Large Dog Volunteers Needed
Thursday 3:00

For Orientation at the
DFL Off-Leash Dog Park

Please check your Large Dog's
social calendar and let me know
if they are available to volunteer
this Thursday, May 8 at 3 PM to
meel a new dog park member.

New member, 1 vear old
Australian Cattle Dog.

Thank vou very much.

Shelly
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VIETNAM VETERANS CHAPTER #1038
MEETING MINLUTES May 14, 2014, 2014

Meeting of May 14, 2014 called to order at 18:00 by President Len Zanca, followed by a prayer by Butch Teske
and Pledge to Allegiance recited by all.

Al officers were present. 15 members and 2 guests were in attendance.

Minutes of April 9, 20014 were emailed to all members. A motion was made by Pete Sayles and seconded by
Rick Brower. Approved,

Treasurer’s report:Treasurer Andrew Coull read the report and a copy placed on file for audit

Membership: Pete Sayles reported 96 active members, & in arrears and 11 associates. Chapter has 50 life
members, Pete Sayles made motion to present Sandra Kane with an associate membership as she donates
miamvy hours to the store. Butch Teske seconded, motion passed.

Cid Business:

3cholarships — Butch Teske thanked Ed Britt and Mickey Warburton aon a fine job presenting scholarships,

Craig Waskow will present the |ast scholarship. A note was received from Mckenna Bachman fram Sebastian
High Schood thanking the Chapter. Ed Britt mentioned a scrapbook should be started.

Upward American Veterans — Ed Britt reported things were slow, related how a veteran had rent paid and was
sent to the outreach program for food and they hired him, now self supporting. This i a small example of how
veterans are helping veterans. Hap Allston also added that the wife of a hospitalized veteran received a
donated car,

Color Guard - Len Zanca said volunteers are needed, Mike Bodnar said the color guard was represented at the
Flfl:luhl'rian Ladies Lincoln Day and the Adr Show. Upcoming events are Earls -May 24™ and Memorial Island -
May 26",

Upcoming events:

Car Show — Craig Waskow said the car show is June 15", fiyers were mailed out, Velde Ford will be SPONSong
with other businesses donating prizes. Roy Silor, Hap Allston, Len Zanca and Mike Bodnar volunteered to help.
Meed to be there by BAM.

Memorial Day - John Matthews discussed the program at Memorial Island. Will be the 507 anniversary of
Memorial Island. Color Guard should be there at 8:158M,

Pate Sayles spoke regarding Earl's Fest on May 24"

July 8™ — Len Zanca discussed the July 4™ parade In Sebastian. 'Would ke a good showing from the Chapter,
Bring grandkids, they can ridke or walk, trying to get Mike's towing for ride.

ieas - President Len Zanca discussed ideas that are belng worked on at the present time. A discussion was
hald on many ideas inchuding a golf tournament, picnic, Salute to Veterans, etc. A sample of a tee shirt was
brought in

Bowling - Sandra Kane asked if the Chapter would like her to set up bowling as she did previously, all agreed.
Volunbeers - Pete Sayles sald the store needed more voluhleers.

Reunion - John Matthews mentioned there is a reundon for the 1 infantry division at Memoriai Island and
thowght It would be a nice gesture for members to welcome them, June 21 at SAM,

Jay Harris, who works for Dogs for Life, spoke on how they would lke to be a resource, the training center to
be opened up in the fall.

Butch Teske moved to close the meeting and Ed Britt seconded. Meeting adjourned at 19:10 hours.

Submitted,
Pat Cheary — Acting Secretary
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Treasure Hunt Car
Rally

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC.

Invites You to Attend the After Party and Bid on These
FABULOUS Auction Items at the

T'reasure Hunt Car Rally this Saturday!

Private Tours of Schumann Car Collection
Private Race Car Rides with Kathi Schumannn
DFL Dog Park Memberships
Ocean Grill Gift Certificates
Bobby's Gift Certificates
Publix Gift Certificates
Fresh Market Gift Certificates
Grander Mountain Gift Certificates
Cotton Mouth Armory Gift Certificates
Airboat Ride & Tour with Florida Cracker Airboats
LEGENDS Autographed Football
Sundial Window Tinting
Caribbean Court Resort 1 night stay
Walmart Gift Certificales
Como (il Company Gift Certificates
Several Mary Frances Designer Purses

There is Still Time to Register!
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DFL presents with Kathi Schumann
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Start Your Engines for Dogs for Life!

B Tinis Sarma-Towsa
rwre osias ipanson

AR ENTHUSIAST, FHILANTHROFIST AND
Dogs for Life booard member Eathi G.
Schumann is sponsorlng a Tressuee Hant
Car Rally from 10 a.m~4 pom, on April 26
bo beenefit Doyt For Like, Ine.

This |5 not a race aod any kind of car
is welcome in the Bally, Participants will
falloew o treasure map, Blopping al varias

(s maih ag the Environmental Learning
Center, Resort on A-I-A, Mel Fisher's Mu-
e |n Selsatban, Blverskle Thestre and MceEee

Bodanical Garden, Drivers will Gnish at the Haritage
Caonter an 14ith Avenae in downtown Vero Beach

R — SR e

awhere they will enjoy a Bnish lise parcy, prizes and

lamch catered by the Osceala Bistro,

Dwiges For Life, Inc, is devobed o improving the
quiakity of life for people and dogs through training
aesistance dogs, pet therapy dogs, and owreing and
operating an aff-Jeash dog pack. DFL spectalizes in
training Hearipg Dogs, Mobility Assistonce Dogs,
and Service Dngs for Veterans (o assist witls lear-
Ing and nsobility challenges, aa well as tho effects of
Post-Tranmatic Stress Disarder,

Veteran James Taglos says of having his beloved
service dog Pla Pia, “This bae changed my lifel [
was homebound. and we can go out now becausy
of bar. Pia Pla is trained specifically o bolp me in
certain sltuntions, and will even call 91 if that |s
what | nead ™

The starting ling will be ai the DFL Dog Train-

by Tania

P e LS —

ing Campus which is located at 1230 lith Averuein
Wero Beach.

Flret pelze is $5,000, second prize is 52,500 and
third prie= i% #1508, There will also bea S50 raffile,
a Fan silent suction and demomstrition by DFL As-
glgtance Degs and other arganizations, Other par-
ticipating agencies inclide the 15 Mavy SEALs and
tha Vitaran's Councll of Indian River County.

The entrance fes ks $250 per car fir up to Bve
people per car 2nd includes unch. For these who
only-want to jokn the lanch, the charge Is $120 for
up ba fve penple in s car

To reglater for the Treasure Hunt Car Rally to
benefit Dogs for Life, call (F72) 56785940, emil dogs-
farifevbiibellsouth.com or visit warw,dogsfor | evly,
org

Cower photos Ortega-Cowinng Dogs For Life Founder Shelly Ferges
entialdl 5L Jares Tieplor with Pl Pla, and board memnbers Linda Lizs, Pege Fransel
amd Kathi G. Schumann have seen toevery dotail ofthe April 26 Trensicre Hunt Cur
Halty to benfit Degs For Lie.



Cause for Paws

B

Vero Beach 32963 f Agril 3, 2004

Cause for Paws fundraiser
aids Vero Hlu_naue Society

i MARY SCHEMKEL
| Seaif Wirer

Animal lowvers united at the Moorings
Clubdsouse kst Monday evening, eager
b take part in the 30th annual Cause for
Pwws imdraiser to beneht the Humane
society of Vero Beach and Indian River
County, Arrbving proests wers grested by
tail-wagging shelter umbassadors, each
hoging o snill out that special some-
one willing to adopt them nto a loving
home.

“We both want Rusty" sabd Julle
summiers, cupping the sweet face of a
Hede tervier-mibx, “ves we dol™ agreed
Page Franzel.

Ruesty and the other six dogs and two
cats brought o the avenl represented
a4 miniscule fraction of the 7000 anl-
mals that make their way to the shelter
each year — surrendered, abandoned,
sbusedl, hoarded - the causes are as
endless as the variety and health of the

animals; none of which are ever turned
Ay

"l got the dog of a lifetime Last year,”
said Leslie Cameron, who with hus-
band Nick adopted one of last years
4-fonted greeters, “We adopted this dog
that has now become our best friend;
ahie moes everywhere with us. She's dar-
ling; she's the cutest thing in the whiole
wirhd.”

In addition w protecthon and adop- Right: Shelly Ferper, Marks Wikitils and Lesis el
tion, the Humane Society shelter, nosr - T
in i BLs vear, offers an on-<ite Well- i
ness Clinic, raining and educational
programs, and nomerous other ser-
vioas,

“The shelter and the stall are s0 ex-
traordkinary,” said - Windsor residen:
MariaWhittle, a Humane Society board
member with o adopted dogs.

“The amount of care they give to ev-
ery animal that comes in ks exceptional,
It's an exiraordinary place and ir's a very
happy place.

Lrfe; dareei Baises, Warsha Sherry amd Joen Uehiach

“The andmals are very well cared for."
Canse for Paws has besn known for

croute, and dedectable desserts.
A live aucton after the dinner fes.

years as the best auction in town, and
this year was no exception. During
the cockail hour, the sold-out crowd
viewed several hundred silent aucdon
items strategically placed around the
FORL,

“There were more than 100 volun-
texzrs who helped make the whole thing
happen,” said Shedla Marshall event
co-chair with Bonnbe Spitzmiller. “We
have greal volunteers; they nem out to
dovirtually everything, We're so pleased
with the whole event. The people and
the club have been terrific and the sup-
parters and donoes are so generous and
thoughithul,”

Individual BiiPal devices made mak-
ing and monktoring their favored ftems
a breeze even during dinner, a delicious
buffet featuring pasta statlons, cixrving
stations with beef et and salmon en

tured gorgeoas jewelry, fabulous trips,
a street-legal goif cart, and a dinner for
ten prepared by the Humane Society
Management, but also a call for sup.
POIL tward a spay/neuter program for
pets in Jow-ineome households who
could not otherwise afford the proce-
dure.

Commenting on the sheer volume
of animals needing w be spayed or
neutered, Marshall sald, *If we had
350,000 it would barcly make a dent,
There are so many stray cats out in the
groves; there are so many anlmals just
roaming arowmd.”

“We have & new kgo - Open Door,
Upen Heart - that we think more
closaly ldentfies with owur shelter*
sald Chalmers Morse, Humane Socieny
executive director,

COMTIMLED ON PAGE 32







Hetrwmie S ety srriraasedors lusty, seld by Tosys Martinea, ssd Beckp, beddd by Sharon Brurned, welomae Auis
Summans snd Page Fosssel in D S Parery

He spoke of twn of the greeter dogs,  mals. who greet you at the door when
e rescued from & boarder, and an-  you get home; you are thelr world.”
nther abandeoned because twe awner Generous guests clearly ook the
ni Inng:-nr whRteE L. He then asked MESsaEe o heart. Iﬂ&hl]g the Ewisit

fesis o think about your own ani-  the most successfiol ome o date. =

“HI:HMM&.LHJMLEHIT'I!HWH.--- T b T i I




Phil & Duke / Service Dog Team
Spossored by page 2 desipn

Moving t¢ Vero Besch was a blessing after | retired
due ko a brin mjury [ sostaimesd while 'I--'|::I||I'JI'.'|_|'.:.::|.33.
Deputy Sheridl in ML While looking for a clean well

soctahzed dog park [ found DFL and met Shelly & Jay.
Ditke and T have become part of the program.  DFL

haz mproved the guality of moy lite and Duke’s as well.

Duuke 3= all dog at the park socializing, exercising and
plaving. | get 1o mveel members and budld friendships.

Many call my deabilities “hidden”®, Duke s assisting
mse bv bracing for me, waking me from nightmare, and
watching my back. DFL bas given me a new parpose
JL'. il aiwd I pet to continue my serviee related capeer
FI"r n back while my dog assists me to lead a life of
-

lianee and independence agatin. Depuaty Shect
Fhillip McDade Muma {ret). Eg partner Duke (Lab]),
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lYour Newsweelkly

VERD BEACH, INDIAN RIVER I OUNTY

neighborhood there are “‘Unsung Heroes’ - volunteers

| --—-'sn~r'|..'|].- who go well beyond their expected duties.

(.meratulatiﬂns to the 2.{] 14 ]Ef’ferﬁﬂn

WINNERS:

ay Inictieany River Cenenty Sarah Clein Paln feach Co ¥
and Alyssa Goling Martin County  Crystal Nickell 81 Lucte
i IlmlH Voss St Lucie oty

SOMINNEES:

e R e o
- : Eymn Priore Martin County \
tha Tavlor 5t Licte Canndy ] Nyla Pipes S Lecie County e

dbenick 8t Lucle County Michelle Farries Broward County Sl Meglin Ireficn River Cotarly

af Martin Coenty Victor Rivera 51 Lucie Cownty Christl Mollet Drdian River County

¥ Oleevchobes Comty Dienise Diublin 5 Lucie County Nancy Borges St Liicie Coarity

rt Paim Bedach County Leonard Smallacombe Sr Lacie Courtty Marie Horenburger Palfor Besich Cotmty
Eud:um Irdiae River Caiery, William Malone St Luct Castty Keith Begley Martin Cawunty

n Miarto ﬂhm!}' | Barbara Eakins fndian fiver County Dini Direizehnter 5t Lucie County
Iﬂhﬂﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁf Loty I Michele Gillen St Lucie Crunty Georgia Irish Indian River Cotniry

pe Indicin River Cownty | Blias Viera 52 Locie County. | Neil Lagin Indian River Cauty

- s *'I'.

ok in the April 9th edition of YourNews for profiles of the winner:




the & p.m. show. For the all inclusive package ($55) call 772-

: f.*‘hh . :Hh P ( fﬁ }“p’t [ Cﬂ'ﬁnﬂf: Z 252-0341.
g I : \‘\%“* COMNECTION ¥ The vero Beach Museum of Art presents jazz group

Dave Mundy and Soullfege on Thursday, April 24th from 5 to 7

MATTER ‘. www. Cullural - Council..org 772.770.4857 LT, ;‘:u cofit i $10 for museum members and $12 for non-
members,

¥ pianist Barbara Gomulka will be performing amblent

Dear Shelley, plano music at Vinz, 4885 Highway A-1-A in Vero Beach an

Welcome to our Monday Morning Cultural Council . _r Wednesday, April 23rd from & ta 9 p.m.
Connection. .%ﬁ @ T
e . e
THE CULTURAL CONMECTION WITH WILLI MILLER m % ey B st Sunrise Theatre this week, a concert tribule to the
A Music of Paul McCartney: McCartney Mania With Special Guest
18 D B (T s N P Artists Page & Plant Tribute will be performed |n the Black Box Donnelly Galleries

Every Monday on WAXE 1370 AM or 107.9 FM [

5 to 5:30 p.m.
Ta hear the show streaming via your computer, visit |
wWww. waxel3I70.com at 5 p.m.

| B
" 1Like us on <
Paul Gay and Artem Belogurov- Chamber concert at -, ~ %
Varo Beach Museum of Art facebook COMMUNITY EVENTS Farn Canyon by Brett

Theatre on Friday, April Z5th at 7pm. MoCarbney Mania
showcases some of Paul's greatest hits from his carser, Foar
tickets, §35, visit SunriseTheatre com,

Cynthia Callander and Jenny Lyons for World Book Might Donimelly
MEW I ® pogs for Life is sponsoring a Treasure Hunt Car Rally on
Visit us Pinterest! | Saburday, April 26th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. A driver and Flametres Gallery
ART DISTRICT MEETING & PRESENTATION OM e | navigator meeting wil be held at 9 a.m. &t the DAL Doy i
WEDNESDAY @ THEinG Corp
at 1230 16th
Avenue inVero |
All are welcome @M et -
to an Indian Participants widl .
i be given &
Neighborhiood treasure map o
. Association follow
Meeting in SHARE THIS EMAIL throughout
Vara's A WITH A FRIEND! [ndian River
District on s Lounty.tn
Wednesday, :__.:_'."I"Fnﬂ'nli-l'l:l i & Friend cormpele for
. = April 23rd at the cash awards.
S S S Y Heritage Center, Drivers will
i 7140 14th finish at the
&venue. Enjoy light refreshments at 5 p.m. with a Heritage Center for a finish line party from 11 a.m to 3 p.m.
presentation at 6 p.m, The Cultural Couwncil will present a THE CULTURAL and the public is invited to the party that includes a lunch
concept for & Cultural Arts Center at the historic Diesel Plant, CONNECTION WITH catered by Osceola Bistro, 8 S0y50 raffle, a silent auction,
With & passionate Interest in the visual, perfarming and WILLT MILLER entertainment and demonstrations by DFL Assistance Dogs
tulinary arts, the community of Vers Beach is poised to | and the 1LA.C. Sherifi's K-% Units. The entrance fee for cars
become one of the State's prized cultural destination points. | and drivers s $250 for up to four people and includes lunch,
The Council's vision is to create an exclting community-based Thank you to our Tickats for the public are $65. For more informatisn ar to
tulursl arts center where adults and children can experience sponsor: register, contact Dogs lfor Life at [772) 567-8969, via email at
wnigus opportunities in a safe, creative environment; where ’ dogsforlifevhb@bellsouth, net, or register on=line at
local artists can paint & masterpiece in afordable studio v dogsforlifevb.ong. Gallery 14
¥ world Book Night 2014 is an event to give away half a
InsideVero
Your Local Online News Magazine
Community News Reply

Dogs For Life Benefits from Masco Gift

Dogs For Life, Inc. A nonprofit organization devoted to improving the quality of life for people
by training dogs to assist with hearing and mobility challenges as well as the effects of post-
traumatic stress disorders for Veterans, is proud to announce that it has been selected to receive a
donation from Masco Corporation Foundation.

Through a competitive grant process, Dogs For Life was nominated by Masco Contractor
Services, a subsidiary of Masco Corporation and leading installer of residential insulation and
other residential building products.

This grant was made possible through Masco’s “America’s Heroes: A Million Thanks™ veteran
initiative, which is targeting more than $1 million in support to over 50 veteran-focused
organizations that provide affordable and physically accessible housing; education, job training
and employment imitiatives; and related military services.

“The mission of Dogs For Life clearly aligns with the objectives of our veteran initiatives, and
we are proud 1o support its efforts,” said Timothy Wadhams, President & CEO Masco

Corporation. “Masco values the service and sacrifice of our U.5. Veterans, military troops, and
their families, and is commuitted to supporting our nation’s heroes.”

Dogs For Life, Inc. Will be using this generous grant toward our Assistance Dog Training and
Administrative Center where we will be training Veterans to Train Hearing and Service Dogs for
their comrades.






Assistance Dog Taa;m And Trainers
Receive Tour of Training Center Construction
Site By Construction Managers

Standing: Joey Calmes. Superintendant with Bill Bryant & Associates
Anthony Donadio of Donadio and Associates, Architechts, and
Christopher Bryant Construction Manager, Bill Bryent & Associates.
kneeling: Morine with Hearing Dog Kelly, DFL Trainer Paula Via and Jay
Harris with "Team Duke” Phil and Duke DFL Service Dog Team.

Please Make Us Your Favorite Dog Park

Reader's Choice _

You Make The Choice

Veling is now open for the 2014 TC Palm Readers Choice Awards. Please click
here to wote NOW! Voling ends at 11-58 pm April 20, 2014



DOGS FOR LIFE, INC.

DFL Board Member Kathi Schumann Invites You
To Attend The Treasure Hunt & Car Rally
Fimish Line Party at the Heritage Center

Noon, Saturday, April 26, 2014

Only $65/per person

Silent Auction, 50/50, Food, Live Entertainment
K-9 Demonstration / UTD-Navy SEALS / Veterans Council

I.R. County Sheriff's Office Crime Prevention

Treasure Hunt & Car Rally Sponsor Kathi Schumann
And DFL Founder Shelly Ferger
Survey The Treasure Hunt & Car Rally Start Line
At the DFL Training Center Construction Site

rl



Rally Fundratser on Saturday, April 26th. The Start Line is &t the DFL Trainng Center
construction sta located at 1230 16th Avenuae promptly at & am wih a mandatory driver and
navigator mesting

After folowing a treasure map through Indian Rives Cowunty, Treasure Hund & Car Rally
participants will inish at the Herlage Center in dowmiown Vera Basth and ergay a firesh line

party, silernt auchon, fve mosic, S50, proces and unch calered by Dsceala Bt

Tregsure Hund & Car Rally Padicipants are eligible for First Prze $6,000, second
prize $2.500 and third prze §1,60{0 The Entrance Fee is $260, for up o four psophe pér
car, and indudes a finish line party. Consider splitfing the cost with 4 and for 36250

aach you cowlid split S5 000/

The Firesh Line Party skarts &t Moon al the Vero Beach Hertape Cerler lozabad al 2130 1410
Avenue, and the event ends al 3 pm.

i you plan to attend the Finigh Line Party for only $65/per person. PLEASE REVFP at
{772} obir-3B60, oF amad a1 dogstoritgvhITipeseoiitn rel,

Finigh Lina Party aleo includes, 3 demonsiration by IRC Sharffs K-8 Unil, exciting silent
auction ems swuch as tows of John & Kathi Schumann's private moe car collechion, car
nides with ¥athi Schumann, off-leash dog park memberships, a "Florda Crackes” airboat
nog, gift certficaies from ‘Waldo's, Bobby's Restaurard, Publix, Fresh Marked, Grandes
Mountan, Cofion Mouth Arnory, and musch more! Pafnenng Organizations ane the Mabona
Mayy LUIDT-SEAL Museem, The ndan River County ShefTs Cffice Crime Prévenion
Linit, ard the Vederan's Coundl of Indian River Counly.

T for Tressere Humt and Car contacd DFL by emall sk
dogsinrifovbiErhedsouth nal, gr wsl www dogeioridevh oro. 1o pre-register for the Treasure
Hurrt and ba aligibée: for proes download and print the megistration farm here

Ten Volunteers are needed and will ba invited for FREE to the Finlsh Line Party. Flease
call Shadly before Wednesday Apnl 23, 1o regisier &8 8 wolundaer at SET-8065
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Dogs For Life

Vi

awarded grant

Mary Kemper

yrakF WHTEE
mkgnpeumiwnmlcﬁwlr.tum

Dogs For Life, Inc,, Vere Beach,
r nonprobt organization devoled
to improving the quality of Ue for
people by traiming dogs te assist
with hearing #nd mobility chal-
lenpes as well as the effects of
posl-traumatic sifdss disorders
for veterans, 18 proud to an-
noundce that it has been selected
1o recedve a donation from hMasco
Corporation Foundation.

Through & compefitive grant pro
cesg, Dogs For Lile wag nominat-
ed by Masco Contractor Services
a subaidiary of Masco Corp. and
a lemding mstaller of residential

insulation and other residential

_ building products.

This grant was mmsde possl-

. ble through Masco's "America’s
| Hersea: A Milhon Thanks" veter-
| an initiatre, which is targetog
more than $1 millien in suppoit
tp more than 50 veteran-focusad
srganizations that provide afford
able and physically aocessible
housing: education, job training
and employment initiatives; and
related militaty services

*The miesion of Dogs For Lile
clearly allgns with the ohjoctives
al our veteran nitiatives, and we
are proud o swpport ks efforts,”
said Timothy Wadhaos, press-
dent and CED of Masco Corp.
“hasco valuss the senice and
sacrifiee aof our U5, veterans, mil
ilary troops, and their frmikies,
and iz cnemrmitted 80 suooorting

- oem N

Fhoto courtesy of Shelly Ferges
TIgger is a hearing sefvics dog trained &l
Chogs Far Life Inc,, ¥ero Beach

Dogs For Life, Inc, will wse this
geferons grant lowand our Axnis-
tance Dog Training and Adoin-
igtrative Center, wheee we will be
training veterans to train hearng
and servics dogs for their coi-
radea

For more fnfarmation on Dogs For
Life, contact Shelly Ferger, fomamif-
er-aril CEC, of (772} S6T-5MN ar
by emadl af dogsfnrifeobiabell !I










Mardi Growl 5K

Gertficate of Sppreciation

The Blue Ribbon Charitable Foundation Hereby Recognizes

Pogs For Life

for participating in the

MARPI GROWL 5K

March  Year of _ 2014




Administrative Center
Update

DOGS FOR LIFE ASSISTANCE DOG TRAINING &
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

Christopher Bryant of Bill
Bryvant & Associales takes a
ok  inside the Training
Center to inspect the rafters,
2o far, we are 2 weeks ahead
of schedule!




New Assistance Dog Team in Training: Phil & Duke

Dogs For Life would like to introduce you to
a new Team in Training, Phil & Duke. Phil is
a retired Deputy Sheriff from the great state
of Michigan, where he worked a= an
instructor in educational proprams for his
department’s youth group. We are so happy ™
to be helping such a wonderful person and "5
so far, training is going great!

Phil & Duke pose with the Indian River County Sheriff's Explorer Scouts, at the
recent Sheriff's Youth Ranches BBGQ) on March sth, while Dogs For Life Trainer,
Jay Harris, explains to the Scouts how they can volunteer and help Dogs For Life.

[t was a great evert!
Dogs For Lifc?

DOGS FOR LIFE ASSISTANCE DOG TRAINING &
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

Bob Bowman and Margie Owens,
Founding Members of Dogs For Life, g8
visit the Dog Park campus and
Training Center to see contractors
work on the new roof! We love all of
the interest and enthusiasm!

Dogs Vor Life?

[FL Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center
February 2014

Christopher D. Bryant
Bill Bryvant & Associates, Inc., General Contractors



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:

« Dogs For Life will have a booth at the upcoming Indian River County
Sheriff's Office 20th Annual Florida Sheriff's Youth Ranches BBQ on
Wednesday, March 5th, from 2 to 7 pm. The BEQ will be held at the
Sheriff's Office Complex located at 4055 415t Avenue, Pork and Chicken
dinner tickets are 35 for adults and children 5+. There will be displays,
SWAT & CERT demonstrations, and Jail /911 Center tours.

» Dogs For Life will also have a booth at the Vero Lake Estates Health Falr
cn May 15th from 9 am to 12 pm. Maore details will follow about this
evenl as it nears.

If you are able to volunteer for a 2-hour shift at either event please contact
Shelly Ferger at (772) 567-8969 or via dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net. Volunteers
will also be needed for set-up and clean-up. If you can't volunteer, we hope you
can still stop by and visit us at each event.

Dogs Vor Lif

DOGS FOR LIFE ASSISTANCE DOG TRAINING &
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

This week the walls of the Training Center have been formed. We are so thrilled to
report that construction is proceeding quick]y?!



Please continue to help Dogs For Life grow and suecceed! Once our Training
Center is complete we will need vour help to furnish and put the finishing touches
on our new facility. If you would like to help, please Click Here to donate.

To help Dogs For Life with the Training
Center or in any other way, please

contact:
I 4
Shelly Ferger, Founder & CED é
(772) 567-8969 J .‘

dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

For frequent updates about the
Training Center LIKE us on:
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Jefferson Award
Nomination

here’s what the nomination looked like. maybe pass this on to
boardmembers or whornever. ;)

also, §will be in town and can make the PAT re-cert on 3/8.

To: gawnightstalker@hotmail.com

Subject: Submit Jefferson Award Nomination
From: no-reply@wufoo.com

Diate: Fri, 21 Feb 2014 08:16;41 -0800

Thank you for your nominatian,

Submit Jefferson Award Nomination

Raminee's Name * Shelly Ferger

Nominee's Age * 53

Nomimea's Title and for Roke President/Foundes
Nominee's Emall * dogsfolifeibel south.net

Nominee's Address *

25 51 S g
Vero Baach, FL 32962
United Stares

Momines"s Home Phione *

Nomenez"s Cell Phone *

Your Name *

a1 50T -T 05

(T7T2) 696-2304

L A Bykowsky

Your Relationship to Nominse * friengd
Your Emsil * gavnightstalkerf@hormail.com
Your Address *

T726 99th Ave
Wern Beasch, FL 12967
Unated States

¥our Home Phane * (FT21 550-9006

Youar Cell Phaae © A2 563-3391

in this zecticn phease write a brief sentence on Shelly has built a fledgling non-prafit arganization from the grownd up and

the individual you are nominating, * her impact with Doge for Life can be s2en and felt nat ondy in physical
examples sach a5 the dog park in Vero, the recent ground broaking fos the
training cernter there, but also in the people she's helped, whose et she's

tauched and changed. including everyday cilizens, sendors, children and oor

veeErans.

e Dy et Sty Dy foor i | oot Somngs Appd Ty 5 H Mok imager [ PR A PR ARE WL AT T-AF T80 haari b 11 1 1
R ——=——=—
Page 2 ol

In this section explain how your nominee stands out in the community or is unique or heroic. *

I've only known Shelly for about 3 years, having stumbled upon Dogs For Life when | wanted to do pet assisted theragy weh
my dog in the Sebastian area. Total time I've spent with Shelly is probably less than 10 hours, but even that short EXDOSUre
has convinced me that she is a force to be reckoned with and completely devoted to her work. Shelly's dedication to prowadeng
assistance dogs to those in need has resulted in many peaple taking back their lives and in some cases, probably saving lves

Shelly can be a taskmaster, she is an incredibly strong-willed woman and handles all prajects with fierce determination. But |
mean that with all due respect because how she does what she does, is how the job gets done. Whether it's training an
assistance dog, breaking in a therapy dog team or running a fund-raising event, Shelly takes control with a firm hand and
does everything she can to ensure the best outcome in every endeavor she faces. Shelly leads by example, striving for
perfection and asking of others what she demands of herself. She enriches the lives (both human and canine) of thase she
meets and | think many would echo my sentiment that we are batter people for knowing her.

shelly Ferger is an incredible asset to the Treasure Coast community and beyond, selflessly dedicating her time, money and

efforts to making life better for as many people as possible. | believe she exemplifies what the Jefferson Award stands for and
should be counted amongst the winners,

In this section, share with us the positive Impact Not only does Shelly work tirelessly to help people in need, she's rescusd
on the community that your nominee has had. * shelter dogs, giving them new lives as assistance partners and every yeas

DFL's pet-assisted therapy program provides hundreds of hours of joy and
entertainment to seniors and children in our community.



Meacdowood
Community Dog Show

Wednesday, February 26, 2014  2- 4:30 p.m.
Near the Parking Lot by the Tennis Center

W

Dogs for Life Presentation on:
Service Dogs for Vets
Assistance Dogs
Therapy Dogs

$10.00 per dog Entrance Fee
Help Build a Training Center for Dogs for Life!

At
l .

e

Your Dog Can Enter
A Costume Parade
The Dog that Most Resembles lts' Owner
Most Handsome Male
Prettiest Female
Best Trained Puppy (less than a year old)
Dog Tricks

Club Members, please invite other residents to join us.
Contact Diane Nagel 772 234-7473 or Silence Andrews 772 468-6994 to
let us know how many will be coming. Bring a chair to watch!




Bridge Tournament

VERO BEACH

32963

Vero Beach 32963 / February 13, 2014 B7
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Build a rin:‘i:ge Tournament, T a.m. at

Vero Beach Country Club to benefit Dogs:

for Life, with luncheon followed by Dupli-| '
cate and Party Bridge toumaments. $75.1

S67-8959
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Cultural Connection

TN
I'h.

MATTER

Daar Shallay,
Welcome Lo our Monday Morning Cultural Cowncil
Connaction.

THE CULTURAL CONNECTION WITH WILLI MILLER

Every Monday aon WAXE 1370 AM or 107.9 FM
5 to 5:30 p.m.

Marte McMurry, Sebastian Art Studio Tour
Robin Dunlap, Environmental Learning Center

TICKETS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
CULTURAL CONCIERGE

Author Liz Curtis-Higgs
The Girl's Still Got It!

February 15, 2014
9 am to 2:30 pm
at
First United Methodist Church
Download the Flyer

/"_\___.f/

Kristin Lee, Violin

# www.Cultural-Council.org

COMNNEC TICHN

Fr2.rr0. 4857

SHARE THIS EMAIL
WITH A FRIEND!

[~ Forward 10 @ Friend |

THE CULTURAL

CONNECTION WITH WILLT
MILLER

Tune in to WAXE 1370 AM
or 107.9 FM from 5 ta 5:30
p.m. Every Monday

Thank you to our sponsor:

RIVERSIDE
THEATRE

wrarer Brerriacle Theéalre . oom

ONGOING EXHIBITS
JANUARY 2014

Art Mundo
Memtrérs Exhibit

Laments & landscapes
Mano Mutiz

Drawing on Dreams
Terri Jogkle Bennett
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1- Dancing With Vero's Stars celebrity Tony Donadio (far right) kisses Kell, a fab mix
service dag as Shelly Ferger (kneeling), founder of Dogs for Life and Kelly's owner
Norine logk on. !



W'r 28, 2014 » VETERAN VOICE « THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

Dogs For Life definite

boon for suffering vets

Mary Kemper
STAFF WFITER

ninunpar@utﬁanmi:eweekly.mm

Dogs For Life is a “labor of love"
for founder and CEQ Shelly Ferg-
er — with almost equal emphasis
on the *labor™ as on the “love.”

“It's definitely been a challenge,
that’s for sure,” Ferger said,
sweeping an arm to enCOmpass
the sprawling Dog Park grounds

in Vero Beach.

Nearby, a construction crew

an putting up a building
that, one day, will be the main
administration and training
center for dogs and vets to get to

worked

know each other.

Many returning vets suffering
from PTSD or traumatic brain
Injury, hearing loss or blindness,
can benefit from a relationship
with a dog, Ferger said. It's her
aim to be able to help connect
every veteran with his or her own
ﬂq to help them live happier

ves

But it hasn't been easy for Ferg-

er to fulfill her dream.

“It's been ane thing after anoth-

, this was
the town Dog Park, and Dogs Faor
Life was a separate organization.,
Now, theyre merged — but it
took three years (of effort) to get

er," she said. “Originally

i that podng.*

problems included pur-
M additional land, irriga-

Hon issues, construction issues

and, of courne,

the o

“When we were really struggling,
one anonymous donor sent us
200,000 — and within a week,
another $100,000 came in,” she
said.

“We even have a lady who won
the $25 million lotio who donated
to us.”

There are four main Dogs For
Life programs and services: assis-
tarice dogs, for those with special
needs 24 hours a day; pet-as-
sisted therapy dogs; community
outreach programs, including a
dog-behavior hotline, dog place-
ment referral program, work-
shops and obedience classes:
and the service dogs for veterans
training program.

According to literature pub-
lished by Diogs For Life, there are
231,000 Florida veterans of Irag
and Afghanistan. Three in 10 will
have a service-related disability,
and 30 percent will suffer from
PTSD. Of that number, 50 per-
cent will not seek treatment,

“It's z0 important to reach these

The range of ways dogs can help
vets is astonishing. They include:

* Waking up the vet from a
nightmare;

= Creating a barrier around the
vet to allow distance from people
in a crowd;

* Sitting back-to-back with the
vel to alert of approaching people;

* Making a perimeter of the
home before entering;

*» Calling a suicide hotline on a
special K-9 emergency phone;

* Providing a soothing touch
when a vet feels emotional over-
load;

* Serving as a vet's "combat bud-
dy” to provide security and ease
loneliness.

One veteran whose life has
changed for the better is former
Army staff sergeant Jim Taylor,
whao lives in Vero Beach. His dog,
a pug named Pia Pia (pronounced

“pay-pay’), goes with him every-
See DOGS page 10

Shelly Ferger,
foreground,
stands in front of
the administra-
tive and training
center being built
at the Dog Park

. In'Verc Beach by
Dogs For Life.
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where he goes.

He has agreed to assist Ferger in speaking
at Dogs For Life fundraisers, and she said the
Tavlor-Pia Pia duo is very effective.

“You could literally see the change in him
because of the dog,” said Mary "Mim" Dunn,
of Vern Beach. She is a past president of Dogs
For Life, and remains active in the organiza-
tHon.

Dunn attended a fundraiser at her bridge
club, and Taylor was the speaker. At one
point, he broke down, and had to hand the
microphone to his wife, Dawn, to continue
where he left off.

Mary “Mim” Dunn, Vero Beach resident and
former president of Dogs For Life, on seeing
how a service dog helped veteran Jim Taylor,
who suffers frem PTSD.

“That dog came over to him, and you could
just see the change in him,” Dunn said. “His
face, his body. It was incredible.

“If anyone didn’t know just how much those
dogs help someone who's suffering, that told
you right there. It made my whole day.”

Dunn, heraelf, has hearing loss, and de-
pends on her assistance dog, Chance, a box-
er, to help her get out and about.

The Dog Park has separate enclosures for

large and small dogs to run free, as well as
one for agility and other training purposes.

There's even a Memorial Garden, where peo-
ple can either put up a memorial to a beloved
pet or scatter a pet's ashes.

There are lots of trees and other plants
throughout the grounds, as well as benches.
To help keep the grounds clean, owners are
required to dispose of their -:'I::rga' wasle as
soon as the dogs have “pone.”

While Ferger was tallﬂ.ng, several dogs and
their owners came in and turned their dogs
lonse. One, a black standard poodle, kept
racing around the entire enclosure, stopping
only to sniff the other dogs, while the owners
conversed.

“This park brings people together, not just
dogs, as you can see,” Ferger said.

Each enclosure has a water station. When
the administrative and training building is
completed, there will be offices and up-to-
date equipment.

Along the fences in the training area are
“bone boards,” which are square poster-sized
boards containing dog bone-shaped plagues
listing the names of donors. Ferger arranged
them chronologically, from the earliest plan-
ning stages to the present. "There's always
room for more,” she said.

Ferger stressed the need not only for dona-
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Staff photo by Mary Kemper
Above, Shelly Ferger is founder and CEO of Dogs For
Life, At right, this boxer assists Verc Beach resident
Mary ‘Mim’ Dunn, who has a hearing loss.

Tl T

t_h::na bul: in helping locate dogs to o
with vets, and getting vets to bﬁ:ﬁmﬁ
mvalved, ,

“If a vet becomes a trainer, for
not only helping himself but also his
vets,” Ferger said. i

“We're really trying to get the word out ﬁ!lh
for them and for dogs.”

Not every dog is suitable for training,

For Life is onc of only four organiza in
Florida accredited by Assistance Dogs In-
ternational, and Ferger and her associates
are familiar with various dog traits. Anyone
wizhing to have their dog participate should
meet with Dogs For Life stafl and learn the
puidelines ahead of time.

Looking ahead, Ferger isn't quite sure where
the funding will come from to keep operating
regularly, but, "somehow, it just com-
ing, and I'm so grateful. We really need it,"
she said.

Donations not only help with the building
and grounds, but enable Dogs For Life to offer
their services to veterans free of charge.

"Our vets are so important to us,” Ferger
said, “Let’s give them a way Lo start Hving &
happier life.”

For more information, contact Shelly Ferger at
(772} 567-8969, or by e-mail at dogsfo
bellsouth. net
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CAPFTLURING THE MOMENT WITH DEREK GORES

A Eniovabive arkist Frl:iil.h'h-'t a compliox collage for the Windszar ll'll.rll}' Paln Cup

By Ari Tieidar

76

HELPING OUT WHERE HELP IS NEEDED MOST

The lohn'’s Island Fourdation is making a difSerence in the lives of maey who are less fortunate

.']_'.' Asiw Taplos

92

WHEN THE PAST MEETS THE FUTLURE

A& couple From Fapls buys & home in Vero Beach. then transkirms it wich

thie belp of it= arigical oemer
By A Tirplor

102

IT TAKES A VILLAGE...

The Hiliscus Chiklren's "'-"i":l“-:' I= ._.'ln.'".'l.‘ll ng 51 fety and supervisiog
to ternagers whir have had l#tle experience of stk

By Anw Taplor

HOW TOSUCCEED BY REALLY TRYIMNG
Ewer since ey hought out their boss a guarter-cenkiey agao,
Gena Grove snd lan Schiciering have shown that hand work does pay of.

By Mary Both Vil

124

SCRIBBLING O8N SANDFLY LANE

& group of writers gathers each week bo oriticpiie gadty O1hi's work.

Surprisingly, they're saill feiends,
By Tinig (v lega-Cowan

132

WINMNERS IN FOCLIS

Him s Ehee ressults of the Indsan River Photo Glubs annual 2003 Jurked Priee Exhibdion,
whdch were recenaly o display at the Vira Beach Museum of Art

135

SERVICE DOMGS TO THE RESCUE
Witk mome than 000K weteraing supectad to retire to Florkda in the next two wars,
Vern Besch's e 53500,000 assistance-dog training center will be (omplened st in fime

Ky Carmie Crony

156

TRWE TAILS |

AN ALY POTMMELINM

11 my pants are tight, Every last pair. This is, af

course, the result of deaying mys=lf precisely

nothing during the holiday season. Instead ol
hauling out the free weights or rescuing the dusty Zum-
ba [T from its permanent resting place in the bottem
drawer, I just look down at the eager, furry face at my
knee, grab a leash and hit the sidewalk

The health benefits of dog ownership are still being
studied, but 30 far, the resulis are compelling. Dog own-
ers walk an averape of 2 minotes per week, compared
to 160 minutes for non-dog owners. A brisk walking pace
burns up bo 200 calorbes an hour, Just getting up from the
computer to take your dog on a bried break in the yard
chakes ot the cobwebs and fills your lungs with fresh alr,

Michelle Fournier, owner of Durty Harey's Doggie
Boutique & Dog Wash in Boston, lest welght and found
2 companion and a career, all by acquiring a lab mixed
puppy. “Harry got me up off the couch amd out walking,
We put in four to five miles a day” she says. Her hahit of
sleeping in and skipping early exercise class was official-
v over. “Do you know how much energy a long-legged,
trenaged dog hast | am in [ull stride with him by & a.m,
giving me plenty of time to make the Fi0 m. yoga class
[ had always wanted to attend.” She lost 12 pou nds in less
than a year, easily fit into her skinoy jeans. got marrked,
and started a new career. *1 own two doggie boutiques
and pen the ‘Harry's Picks' blog, amd I'm feeling great.
This dog changed my life!”

Diag cwnership has been shown to benefit the inside of
pur bodies, too, Mounting evidence of better circilatory
functioning and lower amounts of the siress haprmnane
cortical ig being recarded. Noted author and expert D
Carole Licherman of Beverly Hills notes the effect pets
can have on reducing stress “Siress canses everything
from headaches to hesrt artacks. It wreaks havoe on the
body because the distressed brain sends signals to the
hody's most sensitive areas,” Lieberman contends that
any condition a person has is exacerbated by steess, It
may causs flare-ups of diabetes in one person or arthritis

FEBRUARY 2014
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ek o srturori for 2he Wiaser Channy Pode Cape includey dermn
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Take hwp leash walks and call me in the morRiEg

WANT A PERSONAL TRAINER?
TRY A DOG!

I fwaly hrmeen fobe gl Viske man et @3 faur-tagged frl-dnislhes

in another and decreases the immune system's efficiency,
By Increasing exercise and decreasing stress, pels con-
tribute to overall human health.”

A group of stackbrokers in Mew York, arguably amang
a highly stressed subgroup of type-A persans, engaged in
a study &t the State Unbversity of Mew York at Buffalo.
[wenty-four hypertensive individuals due to begin drug
therapy for high blood pressure were separated into bwio
groaps, The first were assigned Lo adopt a dog or cat from
local shelters, and the second remained without pets.
While the medication lowered resting bloed pressure
seadings for all the stockbrokers, those who had adopt-
ed a pet showed only balf the increase in blood pressure
when subjected to stressful situstions.

Research results are in line with non-scientific
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My dog Stella wants to chase Pessing cars, bikes or skaie-
woards. She pels excited as they approack and FALTES L8
teey po by, and orce | trigped gnd fell trvivg to kald her
back, Make her £top!

- Limda, Alken, 5.C,

Rotating wheels are right at your dog’s eye level and
secm to beckon hey Lo follow, so give her an alternative ac.
tavity. Try saying “This way!' and make a smaath w-turn,
Lure her with o meaty treat or favorite Loy at hier eye bevel
&5 you turn, | hope your knees are in good shape becawse '
Steila’s eye bevel is just inches off the ground, Practice firsg :"'r::_r"':é'u":::_‘:r"'-'l' snarwre of the dangrs of lunging oy
when nio cars are passing until she responds happily to
the verbal cue and turns with you, Try ta find s neighbor
ar friend with a bike to act as your hetlper, and have them go by several times while yau pat the new skill inte
practice. Your timing has to be good: give your cue and lead her at nose level with the treat befre the hike Bues
by, not as it passes. Yoo are counter-conditiening, which means you are cha nging her old kearned behavior —
that of being stimulated by turning wheele — and giving her & new learned behavior, Now when a bike OF car
goes by, conslstently give vour verbal cue, use your treat, and praise hier bor leaving that bad habit in the dust,

My two-and-a-half-year-oid dog, Miller, geis fod
every might al the same time we ext He iacickly
devolirs Iris food ard then goes from pevson to persan
whiming for some of ours. W fave mever Jed Teim
Srowr the table 2o ! am wot sure where s prErsistet
HEEEiRg {5 comnrg fram, What can we do b stoap this
beltavior so we can enjoy dimmertine T

- Jean, Vera Beach

Diogs are ever the optimists, Any reaction from Yol
is likely interpreted as a possible weakenbng of vour
Miller s bact brpging drehnigue decludes g didefid exprassion resolve. First, foeed him anly when you are through

with dinner. In the natural warld, the pack [esd-

ers would ged to eat the chaicest bits first. Consider
leashing him while you eat and teach him to lie down at your feet. If you have a tile or wood floor. place a
bathmat or similar small rug down where Fou want Miller to relax, Wait until vou sit down with your plate in
frant of you, then ask him to sit, and place a chew bone down between his beet, stepping on his keash to Beep
him from manewvering arcund the table, The bane should only be available to him at this particular time so
he values it. This keeps him feom getting his nose up to your knee level to goad Vo into action and gives him
something to do. Dogs love o good routine, so estahbligh o pastern that Miller can really sink his teeth into

To ask Amy Robinson about your dog’s behavioe, visit www.verobeachmagazine.com and click on True Tails,
or mail your question to “Agk Amy,” Vera Beach Magazine, %56 20th Street, Vero Besch, FL 33960,
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I've always been a dog lover. A joyful
greeting when I arrive home, a soulful
look and sweet nuzzle — so much
unconditional love can be hard to
resist. Even now [ feel a bit of longing
for a canine companion, though | chose
a pet-free condominium complex when
I moved to Vero Beach in 2000, for |
knew that irresponsible dog owners, not the dogs, would
drive me crazy.

50 what a delight it was to meet Shelly Ferger and to
learn about the numerous programs that Dogs For Life
provides. Shelly, along with her dedicated staff, volunteers
and donors, not only loves dogs, but is committed to
teaching responsible pet-ownership, running a safe, off-
leash dog park, providing training for pets and assistance
dogs, and building a training center that will further aid
the community, including returning war veterans. | was
especially touched by the story of [raq veteran Jim Taylor
and his wife Dawn, and to hear how a little pug had
transformed their lives. Writing this article about Dogs

Carole Crowe

-— - o a - -
With maore than SO0 veberans expecied te refive Lo Florida b the rext fwo years,
Vero Beach's new 5350000 assistance-dop frainiyy centar will be completed just in tme,

SERVICE DOGS TO THE RESCUE

BY CARCLE CROWE
PHOTOGRAFHYT BY DEWISE RITCHIE

1I:hn|rgh YWera Beach cer-
tainly has its share of
wonderful parks, some

residents may nob be aware ol one
of its fimest. With lush oaks for
caal shade, numerous benches for
rest, grassy areas for playing and
trails for walking, the park is very
similar ta others. It does have a few
special characteristics, however, A
long fence separates visitors by size,
water fountaing are very close to the
groirmd and squirrel-chasing Is quite
popular = not at all surprising fior 2
dog park.

The Off-Leash Dag Park, over for
acres an 13th Street amd 16th Ave-
nue, ks pwn and maintainsd by Dogs
For Life {DFL}, a nunprl.-l'sl GrgankEa-
tion “devoted to improving the qual
ity of life for people and dogs.” The
park hewe separate large and small
dog areas, with their vwn benches
andl wicker chalrs and numeraus
water stations for both species. L
e hias a Memorkal Garden, with
a sign that reads, “In memaosy of our
belowed pets who have gene aver
the rainbow bridge” & statue of 5t
Francis of Assisi, patron saint of ani-
mals, graces this area.

lacquie  MacWilliam  has  been
belnging her beagle to the park for
more than sight years, since Malbly
was just a puppy. She deesn't mind
paving the “reasonable” fee for dog
park usage. After all, "grass has lo
gl med and trees have fo L
trimmed,” she points cut In addi
tion Lo the off-leash securlty peo-
vided by a fence, 4 strict screening

Thix prup 10 wmiors Thun laed & @veehy face & P & o well-tnmloeed servdce aap whose dnsies
process als=o enswres salely |_'.I|_||__l;; ratngfarmed the S of an Inag mir retanin aajieriag o lacsariag fous oy MR
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Sy g st (et snesbercamerd pigeclarly vind U O-Lawai Doy Mark run by Dags For Lfe (DFL) ow {280 Streed aved Potk Avennee in View Reach
Wiy dogn =wmp, dbriwd wailIc? Jrom aacind oickeer by ek fospwedain, or curl A Jar a qeeiek s, awnerr cen redax on sheddad berachies dnd de wicker chairs., A
S ke i i ik L restered for tradeieg. Hare, Kally rocelves o fresl wx peaitiee reimfoceesnd for a job el deme.

skt e knsbecmbaded anul nentered, for
mstanee sl evalaated for teqnpers-
e erouns other dogs and people.
Yrw mwemnbwry must siend 2 Canine
Behavir Workshop, “where dog
bebavics. body postores, communi
ontiom sl camime park siruciureg

are explained,” according to the
meml:!:rshi.]:- brachuore, There iy
b other dog parks in the county, but

is wihere | want to be,” she says.
it might seem that owning amd
operating o dawn-to-dosk dog park

lacquie wouldn't even bother check-  is a sufficient commitment for a  vpaseo
ing them out, For her, the lecation is nonprofit  orFganization’s mission e
perfect, the park is beautiful, and the  of improving “the quality of life for —
other dog owners are friendly, “This  people and dogs.” bt sot when the 157

Founder and executive director (s
Shelly Ferger. And not when Daogs
For Life actoally runs this dog park
to help fund ather significant pro-
grams — Canine Companions for
Camifiort, for one

Violunteer owner-dog teams visit
many knstitutlons so that patients
and residents can enjoy the benefits
af animal companionship, The pro-
gram provides this uncenditienal
pet-therapy through weekly visis
to handreds of people in area nues-
ing homes, assisted living Eacilities,
rehabilitation  centers and  other
nanprafit organizations

ogs must go through rig-

arons training and exten

alve  certification, slong
with their wolangesr owners. OfF
oiarse, each dug miust be assessed
lor temperaments as conditions in
& nursing hoeme, say, can be very
stressful for an animal. Will a dog
rerain gentle with so many strang-
ers showing physical affection? How
will the dog react if someone acci-
dentally steps on its tall? Obwloushy,
a caning wan't be muech combact if i
growls or bites an ankle

Even when a dog has a great tem
perament, conditions can atill cause
siress, what with wheelchairs, walk
ers, claftering stainless steel, raised
voices and bustling staff. According
tir Shelly, “One of the biggest things
is teaching the owners how (0 peg-
ognize sfress in their dogs.” In addi
tian, velunteers are taught varioos
methids to help people engage with
thetr canine visiters. “It's a wonder-
ful thing the valuntesrs da,” Shelly
says, “bringing comfort to peophe
witl their dogs. [t's truly a labor ol
loye,”

Dogs For Life also trains “assis
tance dogs” a8 part of its mission,
an ombrella category that includes
assistance for different types ol

Shetty Ferper 15 e foovrder amd coscutdie dives os ol Dogs For Life. in addition to russing e dey
vk awed praming wasisbanee ogs OFL s aw dgreetienl wilhh mminy Jecal sonprafin Sciliie i
provide plalis from Canlng CossgminT o B CogBiT himid. Then i no changs for e wockdy rsis
Wit e el of dealleated volunfoers, Rafl airctars aed daners, DFL sl S350, 000 o belld o
wvck-needed Assinkance fhog Traiwing Cewier fo furiiier aid nine Cwsermnily s Floralal ooy
meferans, Greamt-bnen Lt ol Pl deiat paen ol d i L dedacd ile cosntribnilioi dee el memded
ot to Seelln To suppart DFLS Bl Frogrars and furnioh e adw ofeler



aisabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
i wery clesr that a “service dog” is never juet a pet — na
matter how much the owner might love the animal or fiegl
physically or emotionally better for having 1 "By law, a
person has to have 4 diagnosed disability,” says Shelly.
Tha dog miist be “task-trained” to mitigate the effects of
the specific disability and to enjoy public-access rights
fior the animal. Dogs For Life never charges bor training
a service dog. The nonprofic organization relies on Lax-
deduactible donations.

Shelly also helps many individuals understand their
rights under ADA guidelines - especially thase who
might otherwise fall through soclety’s cracks — and aften
guides them through the legal process of attaining these
rights. If the phone ringe at DFL, Shelly answers. If some-
one asks for information or help, she gives it whether the
calker is @ cllent or not.

Dogs For Life does not train guide dogs ke the Blind
or visually impaired. However, assistance dogs can be
trained for @ surprising number of tasks to help with
many other disabilivies, physically apparent or pol
Mobdlity assistance might inclode tapping 911 an a spe-
clal E-9 phone, opening and closing doors or helping
brace a human partner who falls down. A service dog
might be trained to circle and create a barrier around the
human partner when 2 crowd s causing a panic attack. A
dog can even wake the human partner from a bad night-
miafe: Hearing dogs are trained o help the deaf or hear
img impalred by alerting for smoke alarms, visitors at the
door, ringing telephones, even intwders: ance trained for
specific sounds, hearing dogs sometimes alert for otber
sounds they were never Lrained to natice, such as a drip-
pimg famcet under a sink.

The extensive training takes time and comemirment, fior
the dog-human team as wiell s for OFL. Two trainers go
imito the home snce 2 week and show the owner what to
dey; the owner must then spend at least 15 minutes a day
o bonger teaching the dog each task. The trainers return
esch week for mwore guided instruction. with regular
psessments defermining the team’s progress. The train-
ing #kso includes visits to public places, including restau-
ranis, grocery stores and doctors’ officss. Depending on
thet fype and number of disabilities, task-training could
take eight months to 2 year, and DFL has even worked
with & team for up o twio years.

Federal pguidelines permit individoals 1o task-train
s own animals for public-access rights, with o cer-
tication required. Unfortunately, this sometimes lesds
b0 & dog s poor behavior In public. Shelly believes o dog's
sbedience and manners shoold be “impeccable” n public

@Amnm e ,.
EMERGENCY

AND CRITICAL CARE

CT, MRI, L : ’ﬂEi'ldnsﬁt:q:ap
% Board Garﬁﬂud,ﬂuma‘nn

#Board Certified Internist

#Board Certified Cardiologist

#Board Certified Meurologist

#Board Certified Dermatologist

" Cortified Canine Rehabilitation Therapist

J|“‘H'_'.-'|:uart:m:r|c: Oxygen Therapy
Eh&muthampy

#%Cold Laser Therapy

Warning: Exceptional care may
cause your pet to smile more.

We welcome pets with complex
and chronic conditions.
CentralFloridaAnimalER.com "“
2281 W. Eau Gallie Bivd in Melbourne
o 159
321-725-5365 Egki

Sartie seriee dogs are dradead fo push @ farge dadioy wiph thair peweson a apeciaity designed phidne IRar ddnle 910 P Pla has gvee el fiur balp wed o
eiig ol ien site bl ved by maver peeded aarpescy assictance

pl,..',u_'n_'s.. and DFLs Ir.unirl.g and cer
tification strive for mothing  Jess
Among its other afliliations, [Dogs
For Life is ane of only three srgani-
zations in Florida that is accredited
by Assistance Dogs [nternational,

aving a  well-teaimed
asslstance dog can  be
lite-altering, as Irsg war

veteran fim Taylor discovered. fim
suffered from severe hearing loss
when he retired from the LL5, Army
after 2 years, bkt he thought this
was his cnly military-relaved condi-
tinn, He believes many soldiers wha

serve for amy number of years suffer
hearing loss. “Even during teaining,”
he says, “they're around guns gning
off. You're abways practicing lor war.”

It wasa't the hearing Ioss that
almost made him a recluss, however.
It was the panic attacks that began
without warning two years after he
left the military. He had the firsc
attack im & crowd ai Dhsney World
wihile he and his wabe, Dawn, were
waiting in line for a ride. The attecks
500 became so freqeent and intense
he was afmid to leave the house
Dawn says his caondition, eventually
dingnosed as Post-Traumatic Siress

Disorder (PFTSDN, became so severe
“he couldn't be around people any
more. He couldn't even handle large
family gatherings,”

Dawn and lim decided to adopt
a dop from Halo Animal Bescue in
Sehastian. The dog Pia Pia (pro
nounced Pay Fayl - was intéended o
bz oy & “comfort dog,” ne a servioe
dog, a sweel-tempered pet that might
eriabee [iem feel a litele better, and pee-
haps help him leave the howse o
walk her arcund the neighborhosd
They found an obedience trainer for
the dog, also a weteran, who knes
about vet another significant DFL



e infivigheal - Jim — rather than a
miaie Bamily or sudience. Although
e g ol pass & Lemperament test,
Slhelly il bad strong reservations.
e apreed b give Pia Pia o try bt
imstesd Bwm would have to spend a
= g waribng with the d,ps ari
B e e was willing to do what-
e o Sl A i turmed oot so was
Pia P

e pug has mastered multiple
sl b beellp i owercome hids hear-
ing Ssabsility and FTSD symptoms,
o puble gnd sl home And the
s m takes out the dog’s litthe
biles vl b lewve the house, Pia Pia
i el el oo play. Jim con -
alls o imin busy sores now, know-
gy s s =il protect: him and help
S e i e bras an attack. He still
el Bl ' “Batnling the war, every
sl i Bust nonw hils pug brings
mam salety home. “She just gently
s ower, pats mie on the face,
el calemdy wmkes me op,” he says.
Sl tnadied 1 alext himi bo a2 smoke
shers o disarbedl. IF the alarm chock
s il ol g lickes Jim's face until
e wules mp lim laughs recalling
e B omce fell and, too weak to
=y pelledd for 'ia Pia to get help.
e meaet for the dog to get Dawn,
e was im the bouse ot the time,
Ses M P reced to the emergency
g amd tapped 911 instead, The
g wman | taking any chances. This
ety bepmlle of devotion gave fim
Sl bin B and the Tavlors thelr
e Bl “She's one in 2 million,” he
L

h 50 many important
programs: and other
mutreach  endeavars,

DFL mughs ressonably accept that it
ol o B more o achieve its mis-

Petricta Scodt antendiad the Shridtmas fomchean witk ber hparing dag. Hally e apprar b b
wItc gy aHd Maleniing adleadively in provide iomedivde Sesistasor I el

Tealning Center on the Of-Leash
Dog Park campus. The new Geility
will affer numeroas benefits to lacal
residents: & doggie day-care, year-
riund ohedience iraining classes, a
canlne assesdment cenber, restroom

r— . Bew Shelly Ferger has o dream  facilities for park members, addi-
n— — e e wenen | give op until it's real- tienal oplions for park member-
- izedl. Do For Life iz mising funds - ship, more space for training assis-
E o commplete s new Assistance Dog tance dogs and a horricane shelter

for assistance-dog owners and their
diogs.

But the fadility will serve anather
purpose, the one ciosest to Shelly's
heart: it will make it pessible @ heln
more disabled war veterans, Accord
ing ta one veteran fact sheet, "Flai-
ida s home to the highest number
of amputess from the Irag war wnd
has the third largest overall veteran

program: Service Dogs bor Yeterans.
Alchough the Veterans Administra-
tion does not yet recognize the ben-
efits of a service dog for TSI, Jim's
SEVETE he;ring disability EHtBiIﬂ:.l
gqualified him lor a hearing dog. The
traimer introdoced the Taylors to
Shelly Ferger.

lients generally bring their

awn disge to DFL for assis-

tance training, but certain
breeds can have the wrong tempera-
ment for task-work, Take a pug, like
Pia Pia, for instance. The Taylors still
langh about Shellys shocked reac-
tian to first meeting their dog, *This
isa]mg;!"Yes. won, wnat's the ]m'nlrl.ern?
Well, the problem was the typical
pug-personality: always the clown,
living for getting and giving Bove,
all play and no work. Shelly didn't
kmow if & pug could ever learn tasks,
especially tasks that focused on only

Y, rtoff s mentatiasece dog rerews awfoy & Chrbeoser liscbeon 1 Eleaberh 'y Sawdm Cage, o
MeKow Bolanicel (arrdm. winie walivess fors Sallivan ookes several orders. Amomy thom o
arcerudawes [l 1o right] were Fred fanss and s m‘sr.f.!n'.:rf. Jtssp Girt: fay Harris, a war weisean
anl st alag trmdner, and Kook Selwnann, & 08 director i foucesd the fooinme

Ditwen el fim Tawdar are deeply graieful tha Fra P peomed therr foeify When ghe pop iec T wearing
heer sarvioe wail and belpdeg Jwe cope wiith s diailities, the caw browee a el T wiik siplick
dlagpie -unfiis e sdow off fuer good Ik

population” A 2012 statistic states:
“Local  Weteran Groups  estimate
aver 80,000 weterans [from Irag
and Afghanistan wars] will retire o
the state af Florida in the next two
years,” Thoussnde will retuen with
physical and emctional disahilities,
amd a4 tash-trained dog could give
many of them self-seliance and a
minre falflling life.

Wight now Dogs For Life must
truin dogs in an owmer's hoane,
which means anly local weterans can
take sdvantage of this spportunity.
With the new center, however, TFL
will finally have the room o pre-
[rain asslstance dogs lor wolnded
veterans, no matter where they live
When disabled veterans reach out for
hu|;:|. says Shelly, *We can tell them,
‘Come to Vero Besch. 'We'll have a
g bor you,™ &




- Dogs for Life will hold its 4th Have 8 Hearl & Help build a Bridge bridge toumament and lunch on Tuesday, Febwssny
"N &t the Vero Baach Country Club. There will be prizes. a S0VS0 deawing and auction

Aems to raise lunds for lraining sendce dogs. The price is 575, Visit DogsForlifeVB org |

for a reply card (RSVP by February 10) or call {T72) 557-3069.
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Bill Bryant & Associates gave

tine! Christopher Bryant, general

contractor, was on hand Feb. 13 as the

foundation for DFL's new Training Cen-

ter was poured. | drive on 12th Street

often and have enjoyed watching the

i ‘on Jan. 11, when I was

' honored with the DFL Media Award

on behalf of Luminaries! Visit wwWw.
dogsforlifevb.org.
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Newsletters

JRTH AMERICA NEWSLETTER

& Standards for the Assistance Dog Industry Since 1987

Misson Statement for Assistance Dogs International (ADI):

= Promote standards of excellence in all areas of Assistance Dog Programs
= [Facilitate communication and learning among organizations
Educaie the public to the benefits of these programs

More Than a
Friend

Increasingly, dogs are being used as
valued therapeutic companions for
aufistic childran. By €1 Poatisen

Kids and dogs. Everyone agrees they go together, but
for children with autism, dogs can be far more than
best friends. They can be therapists, comforiers,
= and conversation starters, Thay can help wandering children stay homs, help

esiceen stay focused, improve a chidd's communication and social skills, and help
e Smily relax.
mesgents, Rachel and Terry, knew their daughter, Prudence, was different, Two years ago,
she was diagnosed wath Autism Spectrum Disorder (AS D). Prudence didn't interact with
had a shorl atlention span, struggled to express harsell, was easily distracted by
smells, and movemant, often felt anxious, and found comffort in repetitious behaviors
“The autiem diagnosis scared us but # made sense,” says Rachel. "We searched for
could heldp her.”
d Blessings Unleashed, a nonprafit crganization that pairs autism senvice dogs (also
assistance dogs) with children. In early 2011, a yellow Labrador Refriever named Kaiya

- Prudence's service dog. According to the Amencans with Disabilibes Act, service
esn iraned 10 do work or perform tasks thal benefit individuals with disabiiies and musi
acoess o businesses and orgamzabions that serve the public. As soon as the two met,
y med o Kaiya and didnt want to keave her side. At the family's intial orientation af
=, Prudence said without prompting, "Kaiva makes me feel better.”
e aber, Rachel and Terry are amazed at how in lune Kalya is 1o Prudence’s needs. “|f

: or screams,” says Rachel, "Kaiya is immedialely at her side to provide comiort. Kaiya
Sruoence's bed every night and we often wake to hear Prudence talking to Kaiya, which =
for her speech development and pragmatic language skills, One day we went io a party



LETTER FROM A VETERAN
Divps For Life, Inc.. Paw Prints Newsletto

e

To the cutsider, the Veteran looks like any normal person. Sometimes they are stand oflish bl as they get 1o
know vou, their persona changes, Some of them my tend o react 1o unexpected boud sounds, walk close o
buildimges, and sit in the back of the restaurant with the wall to their back, alwayvs aware of their surroundings
constantly scanning the surroundings. What the combat Yeteran doesn’t shase about i3 the hell they may live s,
They tend to be homebodies because they have made their bomes secure, commanly refernsd 1o as 8 bunker,
They usually have an escape room that s thesr sale haven,
Mightmuores and flashbacks are the norm, they let us know we
are alive today.

When the Vetermn goes out into the public, they are hyper
vigilant and on edge. They want to know their back is
covered and long for lite without fear of unknown.

| have the sympioms mentioned and have been in PTSD
therapy for over 20yrs, [t has helped me (0 be betler equippesd
io cope with life on life’s terms. [t is easier to face life today
but | am a work in progress. | still have the lashbacks,
nightmares, surviver guill, fear of the unknown and other

medical problems, some refated (o the war or because | am
Just petting old.

MufTie, came info my life 13 years ago when | got married
[or the second time, AL ficst all | sew was a Tur ball which |
knew would be maintenance and extra cost. Meedless (o say
she trained me and secured her spot on our bed. One night
while | was having a mghtmare, | rermember a wet nose and
something licking me which woke me from my lirefight |
wis in the midst of. At first | was on guard for this intrusion inte my space but quickly felt the comfort that
only a pet can give. She continues to awake me either by towch or barking. she has found it 1s best not to pet
mear me when | am thrashing abowt In my imaginary battle. She is a God send. She also alerts me when
soamecne 15 in yard or al the door, She gets me out of my isolation 0 | can walk her while she gives love
offermgs to the neighbors

DFL Veteran™s Program presents an opportumity for Veterans (0 pet a Service Dog who can nssist them wiih
balance, picking things up they can't reach, be an extra ear, tap a specially designed phone to call 21 1 when an
ermergency arises, give comifon and support oaly a pet can give and make the Veteran aware of medical
symptoms that not obvious. This is one reward o Veterun will be apprecintive of, | know for me, Muffie has
grven mee o betier appreciation of lite around me.

I am proud to be a member of DFL Board of Directors. With your support. DFL can expand the outreach to
Widerans and seek other wavs dogs can be of assistance to our Disabled Warriors.

Ben L. Humphries, S8GT, US Army, Ret

Preswdent, YVietnam Veierans America, Chapter 1038

Indian River County

To learn more about A Accreditation visit the Members Only section to review the
Accreditation documents: www.assistancedogsinternational org

Please send all inquiries about Acereditation to
infod@assistancedogsinternational .org




MEMBER NEWS

Dogs For Life, Inc. Breaks Ground on Assistance Dog
Training & Administrative Center

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
dedicated to improving the quality of life for people and dogs
through training Assistance Dogs, kicked off its new year by
hosting a Ground Breaking Ceremony on Saturday, January
11, 2014 at its off-leash dog park located at 1230 16th
Avenue in Vero Beach. Construction of the Dogs For Life
Training Center will begin this month and will be used
primarily for the pre-training of hearing and service dogs for
disabled individuals in our community and veterans struggling
with Post Traumatic Stress Disorders. Additionally, the Center
will allow DFL to offer more basic cbedience and behavior
classes and daily and short-term use of the dog park.

Attending were Members of the DFL Board of Directors and
several DFL certified assistance dog teams. Speakers included
Penny Chandler, President, Chamer of Commerce of Vero
Beach and Indian River County; Colonel, USAF (ret.) Martin J.
Zickert, President of the Veterans Council of Indian River
County: Christopher Taylor, Pastor of Antioch Primitive Baplist
Church; Anthony Donadio, Donadio and Associates Architect;
Chris Bryant of Bill Bryant & Associates Inc.; Shelly Ferger,
Dogs For Life, Inc. Founder, President & CEQ; James Taylor,
US Aarmy (Ret.), with his service dog Pia Pia, and Beth Sexton-
Stryker, a DFL Board Member, with her hearing dog, Tlgger.
James Taylor and Beth Sexton-Stryker provided remarks
about their experiences with Dogs For Life and how their
specially trained dogs have changed their lives.
micheleholi@hotmail.com



_Hngﬁ For Life
Press Release

Dogs For Life, Inc,

Contact: Shelly Ferger, FoundenPresident & CEQ
Date: January 17, 2014

Dogs For Life, Inc. Breaks Ground on Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL), a S01{e M 3) non-profit organization dedicated to improving the
quality of life for people and dogs through training Assistance Dogs, kicked off its new vear by
hosting a Ground Breaking Ceremony on Saturday, January 11, 2014 at its off-leash dog park
located at 1230 16" Avenue in Vero Beach. Construction of the Dioges For Life Training Center
will begin this month and will be used primarily for the pre-training of hearing and service dops
for disabled individuals in our community and veterans struppling with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorders. Additionally, the Center will allow DFL to offer more basic obedience and behavior
classes and daily and short-term use of the dog park.

Anending were Members of the DFL Board of Directors and several DFL certified assistance
dog teams. Speakers included Penny Chandler, President, Chamer of Commerce of Vero Beach
and Indian River County; Colonel, USAF (re1.) Martin J. Fickert, President of the Veterans
Council of Indian River County; Christopher Tayvlor, Pastor of Antioch Primitive Baptist Church:
Anthony Donadio, Donadio and Associates Architect; Chris Bryant of Bill Bryant & Associates
Inc.; Shelly Ferger, Dogs For Life, Inc. Founder, President & CEQ; James Tavlor, US Army
(Ret.), with his service dog Pia Pia, and Beth Sexton-Strvker, a DFL Board Member, with her
hearing dog, Tigger. James Taylor and Beth Sexton-Stryker provided remarks about their
experiences with Dogs For Life and how their specially trained dogs have changed their lives.

it was a Joyous event attended by many donors, friends, and dog park members, Immediately
following the ground breaking ceremony was the Annual DFL Donor and Volunteer
Appreciation Event,

Fhoto Caption: Lefi to Right Guest Speaker and Chamber of Commerce President. Penny
Chandler; DFL Board Member and philanthropist, Kathi G. Schumann; Founder and CEO:
shelly Ferger; Project Manager and Architect, Anthony Donadio; and Contractor, Chris Bryant
of Bill Brvant & Associates, Inc,

Photo by Kailev Faith



Ray Neville, whao
Beach, & one of those
only & water-ralated

of the recreathonal
Property, bus also for 2 compro-

BrEW up In Viro

pleading for not

s

ﬁwtapu&ihd‘lﬂplﬂhm—
tially pretending the river iso't there,
And once it's done, it's done and | can
assure your it'll never gat undone,

“The notion that Vero Beach is not
dog-friendly is just silly in my opin-
ton," said Neville.

Meville adds that he does not want
the city to compete with another dog
es an annual fee of $365 to utilize s
peark just outside city limits.

Shelly Perger, founder and president
of Dogs For Life, which trains service
dogs for people with physical chail-
lenpges, said she has no objection an-
other dog park within city limits,

said the main reason
tall her they don't tike the island's pres-
ent informal park is because if's not
fenced in, “Not baving a fence,” she
said, "is lrresponsible.”

Dell Kpss, who 15 over B0 years old
and walks her dog, Riser, to the park
each day, said she'd be happy with a
smaller official dog park on the is-
land.,

“If they take this away from ws. my
life will not be the same.” she ssid.
"My deg's life will not be the same.
We want It nearby because there are
o many elderty adults that wse I
We pay so0 much money in xes and
utilities that we should be entitled o
something” =




l]'ﬂp For Lif

Assistance Dog Training and Administrative Center
Ground Breaking Ceremony
January 11, 2014

Opening Remarks & Introductions

Ciuest Speaker

Pledge of Allegiance
Benediction

Ground Breaking Ceremony

Comments of Ceremony Participants

Comments from DFL Service and
Hearing Dog Recipients
Gift Distribution

Dogs For Life, Inc, Annual
Volunteer & Donor Awards Ceremony

Shelly Ferger
DFL Founder & President

Penny Chandler
President, Chamber of Commerce
Vere Beach & Indian River County

Colonel, USAF (Ret.) Martin I. Zickert
President, Veterans Council of LR. Co,

Pastor Christopher Taylor
Antioch Primitive Baptist Church

Shelly Ferger

Penny Chandler

Kathi G. Schumann, DFL Director
Anthony Donadio, Donadio & Associates
Bill Bryant, Bill Bryant & Associates, Inc.

Anthony Donadio
Bill Bryant

Colonel Martin Zickent

James Taylor, US Army (Ret.)
Beth Sexton-Stryker, DFL Director
Linda Liss, DFL Director
Immediately Following

DFL Memorial Pavilion
All Welcame To Attend!




Dogs For Life breaks ground on $350,000 training
facility Reev

oy Mark Schumann » Vero Beach

(hitpsindianrivertoday files. word press.com/2014/01 fjan-16-dogs-for-life-1b.jpe]

(hitpyfindianrivertoday.files. word press.com/ 201407 fan-16-dogs-for-life-2h. jp)
(httpefindianrivertoday files word press.com/2014/01/dogs-for-life-logo jpgiShelly Ferger (pictured
above), CEQ and founder of [hogs For Life, Inc., spoke at the January 11 groundbreaking for a new
Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center to be built mext to the organization’s off-leash dog
park located at 127 Street and 1617 Avenue. The new facility will be used to train service, pet therapy
and hearing assistance dogs for armed forces veterans and local residents.

Funds for the $350,000 center were raised entirely from private donors, including a $100,000 anonymous
challenge grant that helped stimulate sufficient donations to move forward with the Center. Bill Bryant
& Associates is contractor for the progect and architect Tony Donadio, a long-time supporter of the
erganization, designed it and will also act as project manager.

Construction is expected to begin within the next 30 days. The organization’s off-leash park is a fenced-
in, member and user-supported facility run for years by Ferger, For more information about Dogs For
Life, visit the website, www.dogsforlifevb.org (hitp:/fwww.dogsforlifevb.ong) or call Ferger at 772-567-
Lol
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| was delighted when Shelly Ferger asked me to be here today to
speak at the ground breaking for this new Dogs For Life facility. |
was introduced to Shelly when | moved to Vero Beach in 1985 with
Curry - my Golden Retriever. Curry was a young, untrained and
spirited 1-year old that | had recently adopted. With Shally's
professional guidance, | was able to train my pup who went on to live
a very happy life with me and my husband Cliff Norris.

Through the years | have kept up to date and somewhat involved in
Shelly’s programs and was excited when Dogs For Life was started
twelve years ago. How can anyone not enjoy a success story like
rescuing dogs and training them to assist veterans and other
individuals? That part of your program has and will continue to be a
huge success.

All the Dogs For Life programs and services have great outcomes,
including this dog park. The new training and education center will be
another feather in the cap of your Dogs For Life Organization.

Your new facility will provide Dogs For Life a place for classes and a
facility for your members. It will provide your staff a great space from
which they can manage the park and all the great programs you have
to offer. And, give you the space for a doggie day care and shelter for
local service dog owners not able to evacuate in the event of a
hurricane.

My staff at the Chamber and | know how important adequate working
space can be and the difference it can make in how you feel about

going to work each day.

You have a great plan and have selected a great builder. From my
own experience and that of our own Chamber volunteers and
members, | assure you the coming months will be exciting as you
watch your dream of this facility becoming a reality.

Congratulations to every volunteer, each person on your Board and to
Shelly Ferger on this wonderful accomplishment.
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Dear Shelly Ferger,

Your email, named Dog Park is respened!, was sent on 0171772014 around 4:12 PM

EST.

Balow IS a copy of the HTML version your contacts received. Don't forget, you can easily
monitor the effectveness of your email with real-time metrics and stats. Log in to your

Constant Contact account and visit the Reports area under tive Emails tab.

Subject: Dog Park Open - Read for Important News!

i}u_g,s For Life

Mew Park Outline:
s The main (paved) parking lot ks closed untl construction s completed

tima, This gate is 1o be kept opan &t all bmes

grnall dogs OMNLY

# The LARGE DDG enfryway iz the same &s before

Mere has been & recent rain, a5 this area does hold water and
made ditch in that araa, which will be addressead in the fubure.)

Dogs For Life Off-Leash Dog Park is Open -
Fence Relocation and Important News!

the paved parking lot. The paved parkng lol s for construechion e ONLY.

January 2014

i = ] far
The naw {gravel driveway b0 the north) will be the lemporary diveway
) memibers I:gu;p.ﬁE ba carefd Only one vehicie will fit through the diveway at &

+ Do not attempt 1o park beyond the chain that saparates the gravel driveway from

» The new SMALL DOG entryway is just ssuth of the shed. This antryway is far

# THERE IS A DOG WALKWAY (O LEASH ONLY} that runs along the whale east
sile of the park This waltway allows for Goosss Bom the Treining Area 1o the
Memonal Paviion. (Do not atiempt 1o use the aras behind ihe larpe dog area if

ihere is 3 man-

* Tha Mernarial Pavilion is a new off-leash area and s to be used the same as the
Training Area (for those who agree with lange dogs andior smad dogs), The

flowars under the Cypress Trees will be removed next week. So if your dog has
madium or long hair, we suggest not using this area until these plants ara

remewad 0 prevent you dog's hair from getting tangled with burs

s The Traning Asea is avallable for use. but YU must go through the main antnywey

and then through the esstem gate(s) to access this area.

= PLEASE do not allow yaur dogs off-leash in tha eastern walicway

Thani you for your patience during this week while the park was dosed. We are lacking
forward to having constructon completed and the drivevway becoming a ane way drive
from the south to the narth. Please be carsful enlering and exiling and whils parking. |

expect this ares 10 be busy, so lat's &l lnak out for each olher and our dogs.

Reminder:

18th from 10am - 2pm. Please come visit Riverside Park and
suppart Doge For Life and your favore dog park. 'We will spe
vou thera

P

Dogs For Life will have a booth at tha Humane Society of Vero
Beach's8ark & the Parkv  lomorrow, Saturday, January BARK
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¢ Bob Summers ballfield just north
memd?m doesn’t have

gs to OVET OT
dﬁnl:frum.nr-:mhhnsghrpm-
ple 1o sit, Its jusr a place to unleash
the dogs, ranging from well-coiffed
poadles to bedraggled murts, and let
them run,

It's one of two informal dog exercise
areas in the city. The other, & hard-
scrabble piece of land on the main-
land in western Vero by the Elks Club,
is sparsely used, baut several hundred
people a week use the one on the is-
and next to the marina.

Dog lovers have mounted a well-
organized and vocal campaign on be-
half turning the site into an enhanced,
fenced-in version of what they now
unofficially have.

But boat lovers want to see the 665
acres of land, estimated to be worth
between $1 to $2 million, put to some
marine use: perhaps an expanded ma-
ina, of a Jaunching area for kayaks
and crewlng vessels,

L P yre EATITE OOy af-L
mounted their own counter-offensive.
I'm afrald {city councll members)
do net understand the ramifications
to our city if they vote in fvor of let-
ting this property 'go to the dogs,™
wrote St Christopher Lane boating
enthusiast Bill Walker In a letter sent
to the Indian River County Chamber
of Commerce as well as to Vero Beach
263

On top of that, as some arch-tax-
hawks contend, the city may need 1o
realize revenue from the land once
R e e T

ta the fund

Electric b,

“Tdon't know if the marina needs sx-
panding or not. but to have that land
only used for dogs, well, that is not
something | am in favor of. 1 weuld
fike to see the dog park moved across

the cametery on Old Dixie,” said

Mark Mucher, a member of the Indian
River County Taxpavers Association.

Dag lowers say officially securing the
park near the ballfields s about pro-
tectiig green space. Their vision of a
dog park would be for all to enjoy, not
just ankmals,

“We're concerned they're golng o try

' and develop that. Before we know it,
| somenne {s going to come in and we'ne

going 1o lose out on that green space,
This is about preserving green space
Welles, a South Beach resident who's

leading the charge o have the city
lease the park o his recently created
group for the nominal $1 fee.

His group of 2800 people who
signed a petition promises o oreate
and maintain a true fenced-in dog
park. With about $25.000 in donations,
the group wants to ereéct a fence on
three sides of the unofficial dog park;
the lagoon would be on the fourth
side.
| The park would be created in

phases with the group promising o
pay for routine malntenance such as

i
-

..._I ‘-_.'I: . :. AT T
i

I 'R -

| & -

mowing the grass. Walles is asking for
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‘ ; Award Winning Treasure Coast Animal Hnspit;I“
We're Here For Your Pets In Times of Sickness & Good Health!

The Florida Veterinary League Team of Veterinary Professionals
provide a Full Servic
Compassionate and Affordable Animal Hospital that offers Medical, Surgical, ﬂrﬂirpldem
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PET PHARMACY CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN HOUSE
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“Tigger, a 5-pound toy poodle, gave me back my life’

———

| BY PIETER VANBEMNEKDM
Staff Wrirer

Seeing-eye dogs for blind people
have become a common sight in pub-
lic places, but service dogs for deaf
people? What can they do? Even if they
bark to warn of impending dangers,
how would their owners hear it?

The general public in the U.S. isn't
yet used to service dogs for the deaf or
people with other ailments, and out-
side of the U.5., even less so.

When Beth Sexton-Stryker, grand-
daughter of Vero Beach patriarch
Waldo Sexton, tried to board an Iberia
flight in Miami for Madrid with her
first hearing dog, Bandit, a miniature
Dachshund, the station chief first told
her, "No dogli’ She quoted FAA regula
tions and showed the dog'’s certifica-
tions, but the airline wouldn’t budge.

“Yes, dog!” Sexton insisted, and fi-

nally, Iberia gave her two boarding
passes, an extra one for the dog. Once
in Madrid, Sexton, who's fQuent in
Spanish, spoke at a seminar to edu-
cate the Spanish public about hearing

dogs, but even 50, the Prado Museum
at first wouldn't let her in with her dog.
“I asked them, would you let a blind
person in with a seeing-eye dog?" Sex-
ton said. “When they said yes, then 1
told them, "Well, at least I can look at
the paintings'," and they relented.
Sexton, daughter of Waldo's young-
est son Randy, became deaf and devel-
oped balance problems when stricken
with meningitis, randomly, in 1994
while she was running a high-powered
marketing agency in Connecticut.

“I grew up across the street from my
grandfather’s house and across from
the dairy in what we called the coun-
try then,” Sexton recalls, "and when
1 left for Spain and for the big city in
MewYork, I swore 1'd never come back
to this Podunk town. But like so many
others, | have returned and I'm happy
I did. When I got ill, I lost everything:
my job, my company, my husband.

“I came home and | stayed in my fa-
ther’s rental house because | had no-
where else to go. Even though I knew |
was lucky to be alive - my doctor told
me [ would have died if | hadn't made

it to the hospi-
tal as quickly as
I did - I'll never
forget how hard
it was that first
year before I got
my first hearing
dog. 1 did not
even know what
a hearing dog
was! A friend
told me to con-
tact Shelly Fer-
ger (of the Dogs
For Life orga-
nization) and it
changed my life.
It was a miracle.”
Sexton is on
her second ser-
vice dog now
and her present
faithful com-
panion, Tigger,
is a very smart
G-year-old toy
puodle who
weighs barely 5.6

Beth Sexton-Stryker and Thgger.  PeOT0RY RS AWK HASTR

. pounds, but “size doesn't matter.”

=

ik s off in the mOrmINE,
Pepeniing on people’s needs, ser- |
wiee dogs could also be trained towarn |
i ssamers i the oven timer goes off |
o when they hear a baby crying, bt |
Sewom dkdnt need that latter type of

riming

“When 1 got Tigger, Dogs For Life
e Twens tradvers fo Ty howse 1o rain,”
Sewpn ecalls. At least two trainers
gre shwarys necessary, and often o thind
voluntess s needad.  When raining
for the door knock, one aines wis
ptioned at my side and a second
frainer was next to the dooe. But then
we alsn needod a thind individual to be
ot oo kmocker,

*k was challenging to train Tigger
and required a real commitment and
discipline on my part because 1 was
poquired 1o practice every single day
anel keep a diary, which [ had to tum
in esch week.” Sexton recalls. “Before
| eould even start Taining Tigger, he
fand 1o pass & temperament tast and 1 |

bt complete a lengthy application. |

Theen. we were nequired to attend basic
and inermediate obedience classes.
“Tigger needed additional training
o panss the international access es1 -
no eating off the floor or begging for
food.” Sexion recalls. “An entire pieza

“weas put under the wble during one

test ~ believe me, | was praying!!”

Tigger learned the “stay” command
i basic obedlence and "crate” to obe-
diently crawl into his carrying case
during the Intermediate class. Al ser-
wice dogs are required 1o be "invistble”
when in a public place, and that allows
Seypnn o engage in one of her pas-
sioass, playing bridge at the Vero Beach
Bridge Center where fellow-players
don't even notice him during a three-
b ovent.

“1 learned 1o play duplicate because
of vy hesringg loss,™ Sexton recills. “Mly
o tried 1o teach me, bast 1 had oo
muich trouhle following the bidding
wihen | couldn’t hear what penph werg
asying in a frie ganme. Pud once we
pook a cruise. ﬂl sl thve Dideding
e — im dhuplicate you can't sy your
bsbcs mmrwary — [ was hooked. As so0m
as | arrived home, 1 went to the centar
and started plaving in the Friday stu-
dent game! And T've graduated o the
ﬁlﬂmm"
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working dogs. They urpderstamd we
nesed them and they have a job to do.
They take pride in the wnrk, When the
jacket goes on, 1 can almuost s ThE-
ger's chest puff up; he hecomes mone
alert, and the way he carmes Eum_»&ril
changes. Service dogs are tuned into
pur every mood. If I'm having a bad
day, my negative energy goes Tight
dovn the beash tw Tigger. If 'm happy.
his tail wags throughout the day”

15 it all work and no play?

*oaryios dogs are dogsl” SEXton ex-
plains. “Tt's healthy 10 take a break and
play, aned they ol They like to socialize
with other dogs, 's favorite ac-
tivity 15 torgo tothe off-leash dog pa_ari:
on 12th Smmeet, He has mamy CHTImE
friends in the small dog area and gets
the exercise | can't give.him because
of mry balance isswes, But, even in ihe
dog prark, Tigger checks in with me. I
watch him run 0 the far corner with
the pack, but now and then his head
turmes 1o make sure I'm stllOR.

*If there s any MiscoMMUnICAToD,
i's usually because the human men-
ber of the team 15 nn-tbein{.;mmmem:
Sebom explaing. “Once, at my Mom s
house she wanted her friend Murilym
o come down, 1 didn't feel like go-

ing up, o [ sent Tigger. Ever simee that

day, whenever Tigget enters the house,
he immediately takes it upen himsel
1o Inok for Marilyn. Once, she w;ui.n[
thers and Tigger stayed upstairs 3 100§
tirne. Finally, he momed dipam with hes
sock in his mouth! He may not hasve
foared her, bt he found Hrl'l'uEihinﬂ!_
Sengton 1s so grateful to Dogs For Life
for having hooked her up with Ban-
dit and now Tigger that she become
a volunteer and then a director. “Tf 1
can help just one other person not T

| have to go through what | had 10 go

through, its warth it,” she sail.

bridge tournament Tuesday, Feb. 18,
at 11 awm. at the Vero Beach Country
Cluh to raise funds for Dogs For Lifie

The worst thing people can do
around a service dog s o approach
the owner-dog team from behind and
gtart to pet the dog. It inv-:uiﬂh_hr star-
thes the dogs and takes thelr minds off
thedr job while they investigate

“The relationship (betwean dog and
awner) Is symbiotic,” Sexton explains.
First amd foremost, service dogs ane

“after 1 lost my hearing, | became
a recluse and was afraid. My hearing

ve me the confidence to go ot
‘:.::ﬁ E].a'nel the worbd. 1 knew [ had o
give back and help others receive the
sarme gifi 1 had been glvemn.

“This is & very exciting time,” Sex-
ton says. “Until now, we've hesn B0
in~hoime training program. This lmits
il mumiser of degs we'ne ghle to train
W recently raised funds to bulld a
Service Dog Training & Administratie
Center at the dog park. We'll be able in
train many more dogs by pre-training
them at the center. We'll break ground
ink Just & Few weeks.”

Amaong other peophe whose lhves
were changed by a service dog is Jim. a
yeteran who came back from the Mid-
gast wars with 3 severe case of post-
fraumatic batthe s Iﬂ[—tl: nuw:
dopgs pokes his head around COImErs
:e!ﬁui:: rmaster iUs safe, creates a circle
around him when he's crowded in a
supermmarket checkout fine, and even
wakes film from nightmanes. =

" Tigger hosts “Bis own duplicate |




In Memoriam

Subject: With Sadness from DOGS FOR LIFE, INC.

Poes For LifE?

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC. DOG PARK MEMBERSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORY of AL KANTNER

It is with a very heavy heart that we share
the sad news that Al Kantner, a devoted dog
park member, passed away on Friday,

WITH HEARTFEIT ,]ﬂnuﬂr}:;:l_q_[]]l
?/..-"V.-".-"T-'" Wﬁf

,/ Al, a well-known visitor to the small dog
aren, and Gloria were mom and dad to Sassy
and Lucky. Al will be remembered for his
love of antigue cars and dogs. He rescued
many dogs from the Humane Society
throughout his lifetime.

A Memorial Service will be held this
Saturday, February 1st, at 11 AM at Cox
Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home located at
1950 20th Street, Vero Beach.

Dog Park members are invited to return to
the Dog Park training area after the Service,
where a donor bone will be displayved in Al's
honor.

PRAYERS AND WELL WISHES FOR
CAROL HARTWIG & BAXTER!
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As many of you may already know Carol
p¢ © Hartwig, small dog park member and her
= beloved pet-assisted therapy dog, Baxter,
¥ have been very ill. If any members would
> rf* like to forward a card or note to Carol and

‘i:"'?"?-- = Baxter please forward them to Dogs For Life

'h"- ' at PO Box 650023, Vero Beach FL 32965,
B and we will be happy to make sure Carol
receives them.

- fie

Please keep Carol and Baxter in your

prayers and thoughts during this difficult
time.

DOGS FOR LIFE, INC.
P.O. Box 650023
Vero Beach, Florida 32965
772-567-8965
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