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Dogmus

; Dogmus 2013
F =
=y Dear Santa Claws, # i &E‘;’%
) *JF_- j :3 ” On the first day of Dogmus oy ' -‘:"‘J'
_;‘.]JJ;L Will my true donor give to me .. '

A Vest To Meet My Service Dog Needs
2 Tons of Training Treats

3 Vet Bills Paid

4 Calling Plans

5 Golden Retrievers

& Service Dog Sponsors

7 Pails of Postage Stamps

8 Volunteers Helping

9 Shopping Carts Overflowing
10 Staff a Supporting

11 Trainers Training

12 Months of Giving

And your donation to pay for all of these.

Happy Holidays!
From
Dogs For Life, Inc.
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Promise I've been good,
Service Dog Sid
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Dogpark News

Dﬂ%ﬁ Fﬂl’ ]Jif“

December 2013

Dogs For Life Off-Leash Dog Park Nose
for News Member Newsletter

A monthly newsletter to keep you Iinformed.

December's meeting is this Sunday, the 8th, at 4:00 PM!

Breaking News: The Ground Breaking Ceremony for the Dogs For Life Training &
Administrative Center is scheduled for January 11, 2014 at 11:00 AM. We hope you can
all attend this joyous occasion, which will coincide with DFL's Annual Awards Ceremony!

Agenda:

o Update on Construction and Changes in Fence
Line

» Hedge recommendations for east side of property
and palm tree timming

« Reminders about chairs, water bowis and poop
pick-up

» Big dog water station problem

Plants around bald cypress trees available

for members if they want to remove

Cluestion and Answers

Suggestions and/or comments

Upcoming Annual Meeting and Awards

A volunteer is needed to take minutes at the meeting. If you would like to help,

please contact Eleanor Bengyak at (772) 5674257
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Brennity
Dog Show & Parade

-Ihm Var LitE®

Calling all Dogs For Life, Inc. Volunteers, Assistance Dog Teams,
Pet-Assisted Therapy Teams and Dog Park Members
to Join us at the . ..

Tuesday
Movember 12, 2013
From 10am to
12pm

O

The Brenmity
7955 16th Manor
Vero Beach 32966

Brennity at Point West Dog Show
& Parade

Vendor Fees 1o benefit the local Humane Soclety

In teu of admission, please bring a dog toy, treat ar food for
Meals on Whesls to be delivered to seniors with pets. Enjoy
bt dhosgs with gourmet toppings, chips, drinks and award=]

R Moy



WiLL Your
DoG BE BEST

IN SHOW?

Bring your dogs to The Brennity for our Dog Show and
Parade! The local humana society, low-cost vaccinations,
free pot LD. tags, as well as many other pet vendors will
be on-site. Enjoy hot dogs with gourmet toppings, chips,
drinks and awards!

In lieu of admission, please bring a dog toy, treat or jood
for Meals on Wheels to be delivered to seniors with pets.

Tuesday, November 12 at 10 a.m.
RSVP to (772) 209-7900 by November 9

@ CorTAGES | INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED Living | Memory CarE
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Muster & Music
Festival
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From: Dogs Foo Life
Date: 111072013 B:24:51 AM
Ta: uni

disclosed-recipients
Subject: DFL & Navy SEALS Muster Day

Attached are a couple of pictures of DFL's Boath at the Navy SEALs Muster Day (yesterday)
what a turn out. Rick you must be proud... And was that really you who parachuted onto the
That's what the Military Moms thought. ..

Thank you Rick for the GREAT location, things got off to a siow start, but AFTER the demaont
belive everyone who attended, walked right by our booth,

Many stopped because of our Dog Representative Daryl, pic attached. And, right at $50 v
deposited in our donation jarl!

We were able to hand out a ot of DFL"s brochures and talk about our future training center a
able to train more assistance dogs for Veterans,

| must share in conversation with one of my new friends.. A Military Mom, Lynn, while at thei
during the Alr Show a few weeks back, she told me her son was coming home "that day” on

ask her how was his homecoming., She said it was wonderful, but then went right into how d
was to "send him off again®. My heart ached for her, her son, and her family, as she told me
gets easier, no matter how many times we see him off.” But how they tried to be brave, until
boarded the plane and then they cried for an hour.

We are inspired more than ever to be proud to step up and do the very best job we can to he
whao have and are sernving our country,

Happy Veterans day and we hope to see you on Memorial Island Monday.

Sincaraly,

Shelly

Dogs For Lif
Shelly Ferger, Founder
Fresident and CED

Dogs For Life, Inc.

P00, e 650023

Vero Beach, FL 3295

(772) 367-3965
dogsforlifevbebellsouth.net
www dogsforlifevb.org

“Kindness is the langnage which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” ~Mark Twain.
Please consider including Dogs For Life, Inc. in your will, trust or other estate plans.

&)

% Member International Asseciation of Assistance Dog Partners

Mot of Conlidential Information: The information contxined in this email message, inchuding sy attachments, is confidentiz] and
my akso be privileged, imended only for its apparent purpose, and oaly Tor the individual, or entity named abave, 17 vou are not the
intended recipiend, yow are hereby notified thar any use, review, disseminarion, distribotion or copying of this document i3 strictly
peohifited. 1 you have recerved this document in error, please notify the sender and destroy the original message. Thank you.

Attachments Preview: Lipload all photos to Facahook

navy seal jpg
Ernail this philo | Ugioad phots o Facsbook
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Treasure Hunt Car Rally on
April 26, 2014 sponsored by
Kathi Schumann? Parficipanta

He on the look-out for
details about

our FL Bridge
Towrnament at
the Vero Beach
Country Clulb

on Fehrunry 18, 2014l

will start &t the DFL Off-Lensh Dog
Park and everyone can enjoy the
Finish Line party at the Heritage
Center. Partnering Sponsars are the
Viero Beach Auto Elite Clul &

Einstein Brothers Bagels. First Prize

witll e S5 000!

Flease come help os at

the Navy UDT-Seal

Musewm's 28th Anmnual
Muster & Music Festival in FL
PMieree this Saturday, November
ath! Enjov demonstmtions,
keytote speakers, live musie and
mare. Vildunteerrs are nesded
from gam to 1pan bo help at the
DFL Tent, Please contact Shelly
at dogsioclifevb@bellsouth.pet or

Tr2-567-8964]
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Howl-0O-Ween
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121H ANNUAL HOWL-0-WEEN
PAWRADE  OCT.I19 25
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Howl-O-Ween
Costume Pawrade

QCTORER 19: Dress your
dogs up in their cutest
costurmes for the 12th
annual Dogs For Life Mowl-
- Ween Costuare Pavwrade
amd Pet Expo at the off-
leash dog park

The: expo bs from 2 to 3
p.m. and the parade begine
at 4 p.m. The event draws
over 100 dogs in caostume
and is free to the public.
Activities include prizes
far all dogs in costume,
vendors, raffles amd food.

Call (772) 567-&069 for
mare Information or visit
www.dogsforlifevb.org.

Pawrade Raises 519,000

Spedsored By Pring Schuoeres; Cenferlnace Bank:
Diznadio & &gsaciaden Arcfufecls: Oodiid o Codsr
Lawascaping: Viro Iocerancis Alldnni Coantal Lass
Title Campoesry; Fromcen Graas Marsian Meagick

OCTORER 19: Over 55 dogs big and small were
in costume for the 12th annual Howd-0-Ween
Dy Costare Pawrade and Pee Expo at the
Dogs For Life Off-Leash Dog Fark, The event
includes a costume parade, prizes and vendors,
and raised S19.000 [or Dogs For Life,
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SCAIPPE TREASUAE COAST NEWSPAPERS ® Monday, Octobar 14, 20012 « SA

-Cmffﬂmf Cmi?

s, www.Culural-Council.org  TT2.770.4857

HALLOWEEN FUN & FRIGHT NIGHT WEEKENDS
B Dogs for Lifle presents its 12th Anrual Howl-0-Ween Pawrude ai Satar-
day, October 19th fram 2 to 5 pum, with the Pawrade beginning &1 4 pm-This
caine and family friendly event will be beld a1 the Dogs For Life Off-Leash
Dog Park, 1230 16th Avenue in Vero Beach. Admisilon is FREE to the Pub- |
'l lic. Vendors and exhibitors wanting to participste may call 772-367-B465. |

o L




ﬁ Of Leash Dog Park
T Y Memberships Available
es Lor Lifi?

|2TH ANNUAL HOWL-O-WEEN

PAWRADE  OCT.13 2
THANKYOUPRINZ SCHUMA®
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| = Getalong, littledoggles

Corina Tureer of Vero Beach holds her Tibetan terrier, Hekdi,
a5 both dressed as cowglels far the 13th annual Howl-0-Ween
Pawrade and Pet Expo at the Dogs for Like Off Leash Dog Park
In Vero Beach on Saturday. “| think it*s Fun for us to get all the
anlmals together to play and hang out,” said Turner, smiling,
“Heidi lowes to dress up.”
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DEIES For Lit

(772 SHT-A569
12th Street & 16th Avenue * Vero Beach, FL 32965

Service Dogs For Veterans
A Message From Kathi Schumann

Dogs For Life, Inc. is one of only four Assistance
Dog Training organizations in the state of Florida
recopnized by the Veteran's Administration to
certify Service Dogs for Veterans.

As stated in the Federal Register, “Service
Dags Must Be Certified by ADI or Tniternaiional
Guide Dog Federation for Veterans with Fisual,
Hearing, or Substanticl Mobility Impairmenis (o
Receive Benefils.

DFL’s prestigious ADI accreditation enables our
Service Dogs o enter VA and military facilities, and
our dogs" owners are eligible o receive Benefits,
Dogs trained by other organizations do not have
these privileges,

Our dogs have been tuming lives around since
20411 because they enrich people’s lives — providing
cars that hear smoke alarms, paws that tap 911
buttons for emergency. and legs that provide
aecess (o an unseen world.

The fastest growing need for Service Dogs is

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?

The sobering fact is that suicide is rampant’;

Almost pnce an hour — every 65 minutes —
a military Veteran commits suicide

Almost goce o day an active dufy soldier
commits suicide; 349 in 2012 = w record high

There are now more suicides among active
duty seldiers than combat deaths

Veterans make up 7% of the American
population, but they account for 20%
of its suicides

Qur Veterans deserve our help!

kathi Schumann gives Veleran Jim Taylor and his Haaring!
Service Dag Pia Pia a spacial trest at tha Schumann Racetrack.

in Florida, and it is for the brave military men and
women who served our country!

231,000 Veteruns of Afghanistan and Trag
already claim Florida as their home of record’.

RO000¢ Traq and Afghanistan Veterans will retire
to Flonida in the next two years’,

Extrapolating national VA numbers, the news is
grim [or our new residents:
= 5 im 10 will have a service-related disability
- 30"% will suffer from the eMects of FTSD
- 50% of thoze with PTSD will mot seck treatment
= 19% will report PTSD svmptoms classified as
“serious functional impairment™
= 1/3 of Florida's adalt homeless are Veterans, and
45% of them will suffer from mental illness'
- Florida is home to the highest number of amputees
from the Gull War-Era warsa?

DFL is commifted 1o capitalizing
on our 12 years of expericnce to §
train Service Dogs for these Florida
Yeterans In neecd.



Our Veterans Are Returning Home ... Without Homes

‘The Statistics Are Staggering

« 13% of homeless adults: Veterans

« 20% of male homeless Veterans

= 62,619 Veterans homeless on any
given night!

« 4 in 10 of these are unsheliered?

« 240,000" homeless or “at risk”
Veterans were served by the VA in
2012 (*21% vs. 2011)

« 80,558 calls made to the MNatlonal
Call Center for Homeless Veteram
in fiscal 2012 (*123% vs, 2011)

Veterans Are [isproporfiosnately

Hodmeless™:

= 20% homeless for veterans aged
|8-25 {5, 16.4% for same-aged
civilians)

= 10.4% for veterans aged 25-34
[¥5. 8.1% for same-aged chvilkans)

A beief look at the national numbers also gives us an idea of what awaits us here
in Florida:

- 26" million Veterans have servied our country since September 20017

- 307,000" members of our nrmed forces are likely to leave the military in each
af the next four years’

Current homelessness statistics do not bode well tor these brave yvoung men and
WMTIER,

PTSD, Physical Disabilities & Homelessness:

What does PFTSD hove to do with homelessness? The sad act is:
- 23 of howmeless Frag and Afghanistan veferans have PTSDE

PSTL} is even far more commion than physical wounds among troops who have
servied in lrag and Afghanistan:

- 336, MM have been diagnosed with PTSD (some studies indicate that wp to 70%
of Veterans suffer from PTSDY

- 50,409 have been wounded”

While unemplovment, poverty, lack of support networks and substandard
housing are major reasons that many Yeterans become homeless, a closer look
reveals thal disabifiies, both mieatal ond physical, precede and contrbute to

these conditions’:

- 51% of individual homeless Veterans have disabilities
- 50%e have yeriowy mrental (e

- T0%% have substance abuse problems

What's even worse:
- LA veterans are considered “at risk™ of homelesness"

Moreover, the YA sayvs the numbers conld be higher because they include only the
homeless the department 15 aware of®,

Compounding the problem is the Fact that our lrag and Afghanisian vels are
different from other Veternns, “They e vourger, much more savvy and they don )
necessarily like to ask for help ™

No one who has served our country should ever go without a safe, stable place to call home,
Those who keep us safe deserve our help now!

Dogs For Life Programs and Services

Assistance Dogs are specaally traised 1o perform tasks 10 assisl a person wilh a special peed 24 bours a day, 365 days
a year, to provide a life of self reliance and independence for their companions. Dogs For Life specializes in hearing.
mobility and psychatric support training at ae charpe (o opr Clients. [Dogs can be crossed-trained dependmg on the
needs of thear companicns.

FService Dogs for Veterans Training Progrom “task tmms” dogs 10 assist our Veterans with bearng and mobility
challenges, as well as the effects of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. This innovative program is certain to give back to our
Veterans who have given so much 10 assure our fresdom,

Per-Asststed Therapy Dogs provide wasmith and comfort o ndividuals in need of suppon and unconditicnal bove.
Certified volumeer dog teams provide pet-assisted therapy for children and seniors, Since 2002, Dogs For Life volunteer
eams have visited 33 facilities in Indian River Coumnty.

Connninity Outrénch Prograns feature 1 Dog Behavior Hothine, Dog Placement Referral Progmm, Do Behavior
Workshops and Obedience Training Classes. The Of-Leash Dog Park Camipus has served 492 members sinoe opening m
February 2002, Memberships belp 1o fursd programs and services,




Service Dogs Can Help Veterans with PTSD Jim Taylor, S8G, US Army Ret. & Service Dog Pia Pia

By Dawn Taviar. Jim ks Spouse
The Department of Veteran Affairs has long recognized the effectiveness of

; p : i Pia Pia attended many
Bervice Dogs for Veterans™, The Department is curmently sponsoring a study 1o

and bathroom. When Jim became sick downstairs, Pia

evaluate the effectiveness of Service Dogs as a treatment method for FTSD.
While the results of this study will not be available until January 2004:

Diher programs indicate’":

outings in 2012 with friends,
neighbors  and  families,
which  included  dinner
at the Olive Garden and
breakfast ar Cracker Barrel
We've been to Texas for 10

Pia came upstairs to get me from my office. She spun in
circles wntal | got up to follow hee, then she led me 1o Hm
whi was on the fleor in the kitchen, oo weak fo get up by
himself.

hany times during our trips, Fin Pia helped Jim to siny
calm so that be can be patient enowgh to hear people talking

Treatment via medication 50% effective days, visited the Spaghetti to him. She will “speak” for him, 5o that he may excuse

) 50% eff Factory, Stenk & Shake and himszlf from & stressful situatbon and she alers him when
Talk therapy ective James Taylor, 550G U5, Ay the Burleson Mall where she seamieone is at the door in o hotel, just like she does at home,
Service Dogs 84.5% effective {Riat), Irog Wor Veberan and his performed perfectly,  She She is able to pick up on his moods and distracts him with

Hearng!Service Deg Pia Pia.

Duogs For Life, Inc. (DFL) Service Dogs already help Veterans with FTSD by task-training hearing,

mohility and peychiatric service dogs, as well as dogs that can be cross-trained depending on the Veleran's
needs, Specifically, DFL Service Dogs help Yeterans with FTSI by:

Waking up the owner from nightmare

attended Jim's son's wedding reception and stayed right
by Jim's side. 'When we stayed in hotels, she took to the
elevators really well and com Forted Jam while he vwas inthe
elevator by licking his face and holding onto him. There
was 8 time when Jim wias unable 1 go into an elevator and
Pia Pia walked up five flights of stairs with him,

Pin Pin goes with us for noomal shopping at Target,

her play ful antics.

Jim & Pia Pin attended a fundraising huncheon with
LWL B fell his experience of having his dog trained as a
service dog through Dopgs For Life, Ine,  Jim explained
thit wathout his dog he would have become a recluse. Pia
Pia has given him a quality of life be would not have
had withoul & service dog, and we are grateful fos Jim's

I
2. “Creating a Barrier” around the owner to allow distance from people in a crowd ﬁirj_Fﬂﬂﬁf:EEﬁ Wal-M:l'Eﬁﬂﬂd 5]11-“1’5 Club. She sﬂﬁd ﬂﬁ']i[tt to this country and the independence he gave to
et s " - : - ] : : . o Jim’s Chiropractor and Counseling appointments an us all,
1 'l,lr,ﬂ.';h.n&. iy hack™ - dog :.T.Iis"n;f{'l'-'-nﬁ with back to owner's back to alert if anyone approaches she o right. e s s "whew e hat Ao givee: bloixd
4.  Making a penimeter search inside of the home before entry al his doctor’s appointment, She also attended a DFL
5. “Popping a cormer” - looking both ways before person enters a room or long hallway fundraising event at the Vero Beach Country Club. When
6. Barking when given a hand signal if the owner feels the need to leave a stressful situstion Jim necded to get the windows tinted on his car, Pia Pia
aiy . : 7 3 . : was with him. The employees were impressed with her
7. Providing tactile stimulation to disrupt emotional overload of the owner btrvior acd ber. ittecdenos T T, She lbe. ateaded
8. “Breaking the Spell” and/or combat sedative side effects the DFL Howl-0-Ween event in October at the DFL Off-
9, “Finding the Car™ - when owner needs to exit building quickly and get to car Leash Dog Park. _ _
a1 ioide hadli ial K0 W Las year, Pia Pia attended a blessing for caregivers
10, Calling suicide hotling on a special K-% emergency phode ot the West Palm Beach Velermn's Hospital Chapel
11, Carrving backpack with medical supplies and/or water December was a tough month for Jim. Pia Pia stayed
12.  Providing deep pressure for calming effect right by his side at all times, in the kitchen, bedroom Pia Pia taps specisl K-8 emergency phona
13,  Reduting hyper-vigilance throwgh teamwork
14,  Serving as the owner's “combat buddy™ to provide security and mitigate loneliness Splnt Saves The life of Her Owner B}’ Tﬂppll‘lg 911 Phone

Our dogs also help provide the emotional stability that Veterans suffering from PISLy meed 1o restore
peace in their everyday lives, They instill the confidence necessary 10 be able 1o Jeave the house, or 1o
enter a confined space like on elevator, This critical help enables their owners to lead a life of self-reliance

and independence.

*On Seprember 5, 2012, the Depariment of Veteran A ffairs (VA ) amended its regulations
concerming vederans in need of service dogs. Under this final rule, YA will provide to
veterans with wisusal, hearimg, oF mobility nipairments benefits to support the use of
a service dog as part of the management of such impairments, The berelils melude
assistance with veterinary care, trovel benefits associated with obtaining and fraining &
dog, and the provision, maintenancs, and replacement of hardware required for the dog
to perform the tasks necessary o assist such Yeterans,
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By Dorelyy Dividson

Two eyes are waiching me. One i= blue and the other
is brown but they both bebong to my dog, Spirit. She is
never far from my side, waiting for something she can
do for me and this was never more important than at
200 o marning when | found myself flat on a cold, tile
bathreom fioor tangled up m o walker and & wheelchair,
too sick and 00 weak fo get up. That is when [ asked
Spirit to “po tap help.” She went 1o her 911 phone,
sctivated it and two big, handsome EMS men came and
took me to the hospital.

Spirit has been picking things up for me since she
was a pup like bringing me my grandson’s dirly socks,
So when | wonted to get her certified. | turned to my
friend, Shelly Ferger, and Dogs for Lite in Vero Beach,
FL to complete her training, especially the necessary
public fraining that | was physically unable to do myself,
They trained Spirit to tap the K-9 911 phone.

I could 1ell many stories about this dog like how
many times she has retricved my bird feeder or my
pv;lnahlt: pheone that fell offmy poreh then down the bank
into the woads, to how she won the hearts of oll the siaff
and patients g (_ are Pariners in Asheville, NC, the rehab
center where we 5-p|:-'|'|.| Wi
weeks afler comimg oul of the
hospital. There are no words
i tell you how grateful | am
to have Spirit and the many
people who have been so
good 1o us along the way.

Dorodhy Digvidson wilth “Spidt”,
iramed and certifiad o tap 8 911
Emergency phone by DOFL, as
lesatured on ABC, Asknille, TH.

P.0). Box 630023, Vero Beach, FL 32965 = (772) 567-8969
E-mail address: dogsforlifeviidbellsonthunet « Website: www.degsforlifevh.org




VIETYAN YETTE N E B a M|l
ERAITLY Wi

oy AT BIVLE FEEITY, FLORIRE

:-' f
1 II.'I'HH'I-‘E‘I‘:;-i

LA E TR

INETAR RIFER wum_-.

Nl—

e |




Photo Blog

|
u i

Hair of the Dog

Ly T P i . I:' M
1 oG [OA Il'r'f’i F:.-’-&:.-Er-.} ALENEAD
' |I i | L

Rond Blog  Ploer Wik bonbhoe  Restoies  Dabed  Coxiiel  Cohetl

'I' .'.-'.-\.'.i‘:_:!'_

Thamk yau far jeiming ma here &1 Tha Haioof B Deg, & bog for shaving business and markstng lips speciic
1o i gl phetography richa. In order is be seccessiul in 5 pad phelngraphy busir s, oF anyg phodegghy
businmis, E sk ba edbed A B0 Sramoss 55 & Businses | have crasisd thiv resowes o shiss ligs ard
ik Bo Farlp wou creals 3 sesinimable e, profiable] phologiaply busingas, a3 vwal 32 sham some
inmpiration mlong the way. TRa pat siche of professional phalography bas mxpioded in e gl dew yaers and
shirers g signg of skreng dovwe, Whils thare s masy Blogs dedicabed Do Jieswing and mackoing your
poimi b, e an vory few resoues dedicebed b fhe prelfossocal or sepinisg oooluesona) e
homgmone, | @m happy fo sham o meesorces et | have disesvssed sad | wonld ke to Boer fram o B
yoou wessll ks de sl @ Sasskon fo Ba foatered on P Mair of B Dog or i you would ke do shar @ goast
et phiok faat T gaatnels under the submmsanm b,

Ertmy tha Blog here!!

Frida Ewwil 281, JU)D

Session Spotlight — Emma Grace Photography

PAESS WG Tames Ame et Peregrapial D from Emama O Phesagraphy i the Ssasbon Spotighll

| dicd e smuaken mith Pl Fie (gronsunoed pey-peyl, Po P wes rimcued by il mes and ded from & rescus grous =
ammn_rLuunmmpnltmmnﬂdH‘mw;mwmmnM:hﬁhﬂhuMﬂhﬂuﬁ-MJHM
virl whe was sbb Io Save hie sight. Ta this day, Pis Pin ke no problerss sesing at il In fecl, Pia Fia is ross s Post Traumeie:
Birgss Dissndar (PTS] servics dog for har ded Bha Fas Deen ond Tor e Bs! 3 yeare. F anyons knocks on theit door o mings
tha deaibell ahe akits thesn Bhi can #von disl 811 fea! War shary wan featured 20 Fool Kows in Wesl Faim Beach, FL aswmll
&8 P Kawes in Oriande wnd G RN You cis e mess of Far Bkesls ond shat she can do for hes Sed in this vidaa, which wirs
Faiuifees e Uvald W] PO 11000 s wph comuaprney : INOE A D J-ya ryre-tog gl
[rr-php--1- 1A swnee s thepn el L - e -2lso dar | Bad @ preat Bma with Pa Pis ol our session. She raly & a spaecial
pug

Join us!

| Rafrgal
: phatsgraphy and
Barsiness
wrkshop, Fourh
Flarida - Fab. b4,
Begistration i3
OPEMI

Eimnail
Goodiss

Woued you lke o racalve
i e e from Har

. of tho Dog sirsight 1o paur
- wimai O ceurss you doll

i Himply sign up belrw. |

a1 respoect your

i privecy and youil sl

Semion Spotlighl — Emma frmee Phatography « Photogrephy Maketing snd Business Tips for Pel Pholographers — Hair of the I

T
—




AUGUST



In This Issue

Amazing dogs, incredible programs and cooperative
growth abounds in this Assistance Dogs International
member newsletter - enjoy!

International
Assistance Dog Week

Happy _
International

Assistance
Dog Week

Diwring International
Asskatance Dog Week,
wea recogniza and honos
the hardworking
aasslance dogs, faase
awarenass and eduecale
the public sbout how
these specially rained
anmals are aiding s
many people in our
carmmienilies: honor he
puUppy raisars and
frainers ol assistance
dogs; and recognize
heroic deeds parformed
by assistancs dogs o owr
CIMTIMUNiGes

S.uppl:lrt lADWY E Save
on Kurgo

Kurgd is offerng
Intemational Assislancs
Do Week (L40WY)
supportars a 30% off
coupon code (SAAARED)



TAKE ACTION:

Tell the Department of Justice the Sale of
Fake Service Dog Products Needs to Stop

Tirme fo unite and do somedhing abouwt thes lgsus, fime for sl ADI onganizetions 1o rally
iogether and send their own
the Feds to do somathing abodt this Bsue and 1o mest with ADI reps to work on 8 solution,

Good Girl Spirit!
Dogs for Life

Dogs l'or Life

Splrit, & gotdan relived mix, was lrained by Dogs Foc Lite, s bo lap & 9771 phone o her
it Dorgthy Davidson who now ives in MO, has been cradiled with saing Domlhy's e

Afiar a lale night Tall, Spird tapped the: K-8 811 armermgency phong that alerfad smergancy
parsonnial hal her cwmer Dorolhy Davedson needed help, Spidl spent the ned hwo weeks
with Daorethy @ a rehab cenler, when WLOS channed 13 in Asheville NC plcked up the sfory

Spirit is piciured above during her stay in Vero Beach with Al Tumer (DFL Vice Presidend),
Shelly Ferger (DFL Founder & Execullve Director), and Darrell Harn, DVM (DFL Board
Mamber}

Myra Fourwinds

Task fraining is the definitive work that makes a sarvice dog. Tasks are boill frem @ Series of
behaviors, or parts, The Task Bleeprint asks five guestions o idantify the parts a dog needs
to be trained to do to build & task.

Task blueprint

{. Direction | Relative to the handlar, which direction s the 406G going 1o ga? There are ondy
four possibilities:

= Staficnary (no rmowvement)
= Moving topether

= Mowing fo handler

= Mowving away from hardlar

2. Evant | What is the sound, cue, or avant that will signal the dog o stan?

Bl

. Diog part | Whai part of the dog"s body is going to do the action?

4. Action | VWhat action is tha dog going o slard daing once the nfliatory svenl has
sccurred? The action 1aken by the dog comes from the parts kst of largel behaviors: go find
go to, nosa nudge, paw tap

5. Destination | Where does the aclion and?

Using a Task Blueprini is an sasy and syslemaltic way 1o identify the parts of a task. All
parte must be trained separately before pulting them logether to bulkd a task

i hviaieal letier o the Department of Justice (DOJ) to encourage

----- = 1 s T

IS AIRWAYS

Puppies Flight

US Alrsiays is now accepling applicatsons yvear round for the Puppies In Flight program. This
program allows LIS Alnways employee volunieers o bacoma trained to work with assiskance
dogs and lake them on fransports and test flights (shorl turmaraund Wfips). LS Ainvays and
iy employees are dedicated to sarving the AD| community

Il your organization would ke to participate in the program, please review e program
guidefines before submitting an application. I your mamber organization has previously been
acceged Into the Puppées In Flight program and wish to continue your parficipation, we ask

that you complete the application again to ensure wa hawve your cufmant conkad mlammation

Fleaae submit your application viz email to pupgiagnllinhlGlusalnyE s com

Dog Finds Boy
Myra Fourwinds

| 1 By age four, Harried and Robert had a diagnosis for their son, Ravi:
Autism An educator hersal!, Harmiel immediately began looking for
resouncas thal could halp her $on

One day, af the mall, Harriet saw senvice dogs being trained by Dog
Saqvices, She approached the Irainer 1o ask if they could Irain &
sarvioe dog for 2 child with autism, This was the beginning of a
relstionship that changed both of their lives

Four years later, the sama trainar, Myra Foureinds, gol a call rom Hameel. 1 am having
dinner out with my son.” An event to celebrate, this was never possible belfore they had their

senice dog, Rosie.

Eoui ron weall malmbe i nobldic with Breia al hie 2ide e il Ao T e wilhan he e ine



Service Dog Hero
Patriot PAWS

PATRIOT

Going Above and Beyond Her Training

The mission of Patriol FAWS |8 fo train and provide service dogs of the highest guality at no
cost to disabled American veterans and others with mobile disabilities in order o elp restore
their physical and emotional independence. Since Fatriof PAWS began in 2006, we have
bk=en ahble 1o place over 50 service dops which have changed the lives of disabdsd Amencan
veterans for the better.

Patriot PAWE' service doge are trained to do masay thinge to assist disabled veterane and are
even trained to perform carain potentially life-saving taske whan needed. However, cne of
our placed dogs recenthy wenl sbove and beyond hes training and ended up saving the Be of
her veteran

Richerd Haath of Rowlett, TX, served in both the Mawy and the Army and received his sarvice
dog, Wandy, a black Labradoodle, from Patriot PAWS in December 2008, In Juby 20191,
Richard had a siroke while home alone with Wendy. He was sitting at his computer one
mamani and found himeelf on the floor and unable to move the nexd. Richard is nof totally
clear about what happened over the next few minuies, but Wendy was able to drag Richard
t hig chair in the next room 2o he cowld crawl up onto it and get himess off the foor. Wendy
alzo browght him kis phone withowt being told offering i 1o his right hand as usual. When
Wendy realized that Richard’s right hand was not working, she offerad it to his lefl hand
ingtead, something she had not been frained o do. Richard manasged to call hia wife, Elains,
who was at work, and as soon 58 Elaine heard Richard's garbled spesech. she knew he was
in troubde. Richard has since mostly recovered from the effects of his stroke and credits
Wihendhy with saving his iife. The fact that Wendy relocated Richard 1o helg him gt off the
fioor, brought him his phone on her own &nd had the Intultion o see i he oowukd dial the phone
with his left hand when she ssw that he could nod with kia right 15 & pime example of how a

Prison Puppies

Freedom Service Dogs

Pets and People Gain Skills and Experience in Colorado’s Correction
Facilities.

For many souls, both dog and humsan, winding up behind bars signals the beginning of the
and. But Debi Slevens, founder of the Colorado Correctional Industries. (CCI) Prison-Trained
K-8 Companion Program, sees hope every day on the faces of her fraining teams and the
dogs they are helping: “it's a win-win-win for everybody on both sides of the fance and for the
dogs.”

Stenrene slaried the eniinely ssif-funded program in 2002 after witnessing posilive resufis from
the Prison-Pat Parinership program at tha Washington Comections Center for Woman. Thasa
days, she is constantfy on the mowve, managing ihe eight training teams—oconsisiing of 12 1o
24 offendars—currently in place in five of the state's prisons

Oiffenders must undergo a compéex screaning procass (sex offenders are not efigible, far
axampla) in order 10 bacoms pan of the program. They must be free of any infraclions for at
lezst six months, hawe thair GED or a high school diploma, and possess good reading and
writing skills. Tha trainers sre given written instructions to supplament the direclions thay get
from Stevens or ona of har slaff meambars on a waskly basis. In addition, thay must kesp a
journal of the dog's progress, make reporis, and gve a final prasantation when the dog is

ready to graduate.

The dogs thamesatwes fall into bwo groups. The fisst are pels baelonging o exssperated owners
who have reached the limits of their abilily to cope with bahavioral problems. These fouwr-
week boarders are in for training, for socisfization, and to address specific iesues, such as
jumping, barking, or other naughtiness. Stevens sgys this often represents a dog's lxsi, basi
chance to stay with his or her family and be a good pet

Tlrm f-EEh ﬁlprnm n‘:a.l;giﬂ Eﬁn! of the dogs—come from shelters and other rescue Trans
3|Iua1lm3 ese doge have been lost or abandonad and are in desperate need of both lowe

and discipling. They are taught basie commands, good manners, and somatimes a trick or
b o wp Thelr chances of being adopted, In addifion, dogs whose sie and temparamant
might make them good senvice dog candidates, are evaluated by Freedom Service Dogs
(F30) fralners for possible inclusion in its rigorous service dog-Iraining program, Freedom
Senice Dogs s the only such organization to receive dogs from the GO program

Cumenily, 140 dogs ame in training with CC1, and ower the pasl 10 yeses, more than 7 000
wiagaging 1aiks heve found their way into and out of tha prison yard with Some vary happy
residts

Etevens calls dogs "ambassadora”, helping the cxmactions officars and the ofendess relate o
each piher as heman beings, for example, giving them something 1o talk about other than the
business of incarcaration. And, more imporianthy, she says, the program busds conlidence In
affenders who may believe they have hit bottomn. "Dogs don't judge,” she says. “Dogs accept
them for who they are. And these offenders, who sometimes Teal oF are made i leel like they
are nio good to anybody, they care for and meet the nesds of the dog and leam thal they do
hawe something to offer. [t's pretty pheanomanal.”

Many of the dogs rescued and trained by Freedom Senice Dogs in Englewood, Colorads,
come from the Prison-Trained K-8 Comganion Program. Above, the recently graduated team
of Lonnie and Gander show off their bond. Lonnie, a veleran, says of his service dog Gander.
"iWho rescued who?*



Canine Companions for Independence Salutes
the First Family

On January 21st, Canine Companions for Independance had the privilege of marching down
Pennayhania Avenuees in the 57th Presidential Inaugural Parade

"Canine Companions was honored 1o be chosen o paricipate in the Presidentsad Inaugural
Parade, We're grateful io have shared In the historic day and o share our mission of serving
pecple with disabiities worldwide," sald Corey Hudson, CEQ

Canine Companions had nationwide participation with 130 marchers from 14 stales, atong
with 56 dops. Dressed in brght yellow [ackets, the marchers Included people with disabilifies
and their assistance dogs, puppy raisars and volunleers

‘| was so proud fo be walking with Sajen. He has been my best friend and helper for nine

ears grd will be retin n, but it was so apecial to walk with him down Pennsylve nia.l
be’ _ﬂh& C ol wﬂmm s fle e ranslat
Ave." said Canineg Companions gradueste Caroline Elgin. "He trotted along and wagged his
{2l the whole time like he knew this was something special”

One of 60 organizations chosen from over 2 B00 applications, this s the second time dogs
marched in the parade but a first for an assisiance dog organization. Close to one million

peophs attended the inauguration festivities in Washingion D.C., which wene broadcas]
worldwide,

Announcing the launch of Animal Assisted
Intervention International - AAII

Key objectives of our Association are to:

E=iablish and promaote standards of excellance in all areas of Animal Assisied Inlersenbon

« Selection, training, implementstion and work

« Faciitate communication and exchange batwean meambsrs

* Dissaminate information 1o the public sbout the benefits of Animal Assisted
intenvention

The first AAll Confersnce will be held on 5-6 November 5 & 6 2013 in Spa, Badgium (back-io
back with the ADEu Conference | 3-5 Movember 2013), where we will have the opportunity to

meat and discasss in parson. During the First General Mesting the first AAI Bodrd will be
chogan,

l'o find out more, and to join &5 8 member, plesss read the Letter of Invitation of Interim
President Me&ssa Winkle, Dogwood Therapy Services, Inc., Albuguerque MM, USA, and visit
the weabsite www.snimalassistedintervention.org.  Membership application ts open to both
Individual practitionsrs andfor organizaticns from all countries around the world
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Grzham Ford, Thidey, Germamy

Peter Gorbing, Dogs for the Disabled, LK
Sven (3 Hullman, Svenska Vardhundskolan, Sweden

Luciia Katalenis, Groatian Guide Dog and Mobility Association, Croatia
Teo Mariscal, Fundacion Bocalan, Spain
Jennder Rogears, PAALE, USA

Danny Vancoppernalle, Dyadis, Belgium
kMel=zza Winkle, Dogwood Therapy Services, LISA

Elma Burng, Assistance Dogs Intemational F Assistance Dogs Europe

Tranale

Help Inform Research for Assistance Dogs &
Their Partners

Maureen VWhile, a sophomaore, in the Engineering program at Rensselaer Polytechnic inalitute
(RPI) located In New York State, hae atways had a strong desire to be of assistance in the
world, and she B andous to start puting her skills {0 use avan bElone graduaton,

Tea bhis end, ahe s designing a Special Project whose goal is 1o créale an easy 1o uss

Automatic Feeding System for Assistance Dogs whose humans maght have challenges in
reaching, cleaning, remembering, or otherwise accassing the way they feed their beloved
COMGEnIions,

An impaortant aspect of this project is researching exactly what Assistance Dog Owners would
want in such a davice. What do they see as the neads? What dedalls would be most wsaful
to them? WWhat problems have they encouniered that they really would like 1o see solved?
COnee these are dearly identified, these budding enginesrs can go 1o work appiying their new
skills on the best design possibla. But, the concepts have o come from the people, and their
dogs. who will use this device.

Please share the short quesfionnaire her team has developed 1o halp them get feedback
from Assistance Dog owners. |t would be & great walee 1o this project if wou could help
cistribute this 1o as many Service Dog owners as possible g0 the stedent anginesrs can get a

Mac the Uerman shepherd: An aspiring therapy dog

Hi Dog Buddies!

Muc, an  18-month-okl German
shepherd who lives in Castaway Cowve
with his human moimn Tond Teresd, pe-
cently emailed me saying: “Bonzn, 1
lowe your column BUT ..

1k wh. Mothing good ever comaes af-
ter the ward but,

°l read your inderview with that
puny licle fack Kussell rerrber named
Havana a lew wesks ago. [ have to e
sirgight with voa, Bone,” Mac said, 1

don’t knmw what you were thinking
when you chose to intervdew her”

“Weil," 1 sputtersd. | knew the in-
stant Havane uitered the words “rdic-
ubkius German shephend” thad it was
gaing o be irouhde,

“Bomzy, gven though I'm a lald back
dude, | would ke 1o meet this Havana
nase to mose and see I ahe wants o
call all 1080 pounds af me rdiculoes.
Trnlike Havana [ don't chug beer be-
cause I'm in the beginning stages of
training.” Uh oh.

“Mow dont get
your tafl all neistad
in a knot, Mac. You
dont nead o slnk
divm 1o Havanpa's
leved, liberally, Why
dont vou tell me
wihiy yons're in irsin-
gt

20, Mac said. 'l as-
pire to be a therapy
dog &nd o wear
that  supsr  conl
vesl. Mom thinks |
mened fo b @ bit mome ‘mature,’ though,
Whatewar that means.”

“Pantastlc,” [ sald. "But | can undear-
stand your mom's thinking, Mac. Afer
all yors are fust a pupster.”

“Yeah, | guess” Mac said. “But don't
led my apge fool you, Bone, When 1 was
younger, my life wasn® as wonderful
4% it 1s now: My mom found me bving
undes a shed and brought me home
with her, That's why I'm really stoked
about beceming e therapy dog, | want
to pay It forward.”

“Good for you bro," [ sald, “So, since
you're in the preliminary stage of
training, what do you do with the re
of your tieneT™

“Wedl, mom and [ hnng ot together
a loi,” Mac gaid. *1 like to get her up at
6 e, and get her o take me for a long
walk an the besch, T like to chase the
sta foam. Then breakfast at Cravings
on Cheean Dirive where 1 can soclallze
with everyone.

“Mondays are my fvorite day be-
cause Barry the pool guy comes to
clean the pool,” Mac said, *1 like o
help him because [ want o make surs
ha doas g good job, When Barry lsaves,
1 give the pool a final nspection by
witlking the perimeter of the 'p-m;l-l.

“While I'm in inspection mode, |
survey the yard to make sure el is well
and ot back to the tabbe wisers Barry
hag left me & cookie for all of my ef
forts,

“By now it's lhanch fime,” Mac said,
“And mom and | head out i the Arby's
dirive through where mom buys me a
cup of roast beef. Then its off o the
off-leash dog park where T get to run
and play with all of my dog buddies.
When mom thinks 'm ready, 1 will
continue my trainlng at the dog park
o become a cartified therapy dog.

"But For now” Mac said, "T'm cool
with just hanging out by the pool and
ontjoying life with my pawsormse mom.®

*You are Hving the Hie, Mac,” T said
“But can pou do me a Litle Bvar aned
swiny by my house the noxt tme your
mom takes you to Arby's for roast
besf?”

Tl next tine

|
|
|




Dogs For Life

PRESS RELEASE
April 30, 2013
CONTACT: Shelly Ferger, Founder/President, and CEO
TT2-567-8969
Vero Beach Veterinary Hospital

Sponsors Annual Assistance, Heanng and Service Dog Eve Exams

Eanis Stengard, DVM, CVA owner and operator of the Vero Beach Vetennary Hospital is sponsoning
pn annuil FREE eve exam for all Service Dogs on Saturday May 4.

Daops For Life, Inc. (DFL) a 501{c) (3) tax deductible, mon-profit organization dedicated to improving
the quality of life for people with disabilities by training assistance dogs for hearing and mobility dogs, as well
as veterans with the effects of PTSD will be the receipient of donations received on the day of the event.

Contact The Vero Beach Veterinary Hospital for an appointment at 772-562-0200, located at 1905 43"
Avemue, Vero Beach, FL.
For additional information en how (0 make a tax-deducituble donate 1o the trainign of service and

hearing dogs or o apply for assistance dog training, please contact Shelly Ferger at (772) 567-R969,
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Yacht Club

W

Richard Rogers, Shelly Ferger,
Vero Beach Yacht Club T Taphor it PrasPia, D Tastor

Vero Beach, Florida 32963 and Ed Burnett

Deawr Shelly,

presentation on Dogs for Life on Thuwsday, April 11,
With your enthusiosm and your teamy suppovt yow have
a "go” machine working toward: yowr goals of helping

I hope the time spent at the Club-way as rewarding for
you ay it was for our membery.

Wishing yow all the best. We'll be in towich.

Card Created by Richard &Annie Rogers April 2013 %.; /,rz :
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Canine training center in the works

® Dogs for Life hopes to open facility; looking to raise $100K for site

Wy Janet
Sl ¥ TIERn N S3El RwWLDapeTL

Dsge dor Life presi-
dent Ferger sald
AN apoEymous.  diodoer

I:l:ll'.l.rd

the training center if the
Mﬂpﬂﬂlnnnhtuﬂ-
dithoral 00,000 needed
for constructon,

frcomy wur
It alen will offser the
costs - associated 'l'l:l'j
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capital campaign. The

VERD BEACH — An Assistance Dog Training
Centes may be on the horizon for the Dogs for Life
dog park on 16th Avenwe after an anooymous donar

I!ll:l}ﬂl:]-ull.u:'r.‘rl.vr:-u:!vi.l.ln::mIr S

for Life president Shelly Ferger £ THONI-
pﬂ;lgtﬂmmtrmmtﬂdlﬂﬂlﬂ L100000 feeded for
conatruction. Dogs for Life previausly raised §100,000
for the $300,000 center and during the past two
msnths. members and benefactors have contributed
an additbonal $50,04,

said the Assistance Dag Training Center will
enable Doga for Life to train even more hearing aid
service doga for local residents, expand the “Canines

far Comibort” program and affer 4 new “Service Dugs
b Soldiers” fior loca] veterand
from war, Tt will E offset the costs nunciated

caetion B
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Golf outing at Moorings benefits SEAL causes
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Dogs Fave Their Day
At Masters Club Show
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the certified hearing and service dog

This week | got an email from Dai-
gy Mae Smith. a S-year-old beagle
apringer spaniel mix who lhes in 5e-
bastlan with her humans Lawrence
[Crpal and Hildegard {Oma) Smith

[n case you dont speak Genman,
Oma and Opa are calloguial terms for
grandma and grandpa.

The Smithe are hard of hearing. and
Dhatey Mae 5 a certified hearing dog as
well ae & service dog,

Were vou raised oo have such an im-
pariant jobi™ | asked het

“Heckno,” replied Dialsy Mas 1 was
given 1o Oima and Opa by their grand-
son, and my ‘Job’ was originally sup
posed 0 be baing a [-0-0, When 1
was a puppster, ail | vwanted 1o do was
play, play and play.

*But one day, Chma and Opa were in

thedr room hying om their bed reading,
[ heard the smoke detecion screaming
and something told me | had to alert
Cima and Opa.”

“Winw,” 1 sald Impressed “Was that
wihem vou siarbed your job?™

‘Mo Bonzo,” Dalsy said mlling her
eyes. "It’s not that easy 1o be aservice dog
wven though T did e the talent far it

A couple of weeks later, Oma and

Opa were walking through the mall.
They saw 4 woman siiting at a table
with a sign which said 'Thogs for Life’”

The lady turned out w be Shelly
Ferger. the organization’s founder
who explained 1o Oma and Ops chat
the Dogs for Life assistance Taining
program could prepane Dalsy Mae 1o
respond to and serve Oma and Opa
with their special needs, Jma and Opa

sipnied Daisy Mae up right on the spot

*1 was 20 NOT into being iold what
o do and met the training with great
resistance,” Daksy Mae recalled. °I was
what they call a ‘ot 50 easy to a0
dog,’ but then 1 realized-if | did what |
was told 1o do, T'd get & treat.

“Shedly todd Opa, Oma and me my
training woukd begin with basic obe
dience at the DFL off-leash dog park,”
Daisy Mae sakl “Then we moved into
the hearing trained tasks which in-
cluded the smoke alarm. alarm clock,
anud dooer knock.”

“I'm even certified 1o tap a K-Femer-
BENCY MEspanse phone,” Dalsy Mae
said with pride. “Everybody is always
syurprised when they find out | have my
own phone, And get this, Bormoo, Not
to brag but T even went beyond the ba-
gics, learning how o ‘get Oma’ when
Opa oommands me to do so. [ also get
{pa’ when Oma commamands e,

“These days | wake up and start
my training. Opa starts hreakfas and
when he says ‘pet Oma,’ 1 go w the
bedronm, wake her up and bring bes
o the kitchen.

"My favorite parts of the day are
when Opa, Oma and 1 go walking by
the river af the park.” Daisy Mae said,
“Bul hanging out with my humans
and krowing my job is 10 belp make
thieir lives safer and less soressful is
what makes me happy and content.”

“Daisy Mae, you forgot to mention
all of the treats you geq,” | sdd.

“well young Bonzo,” she sakd "at
first it was all about the treats. Bud
now, it's all wanting 1o please, love and
be my humans' best Iriend and pro-
teciar,”

[ seild think the treats are important

Tl meexct tEme,
The Bonz



From: Dogs For Lifs
Date: 3162013 3:50:38 AM

To: bonzothecolumnisti@aomail. com

Subject: Re: Daisy Mae Smith

Dogs For Life, certified Daisy Mae in 2006 as a hearing dog as well as a service dog that was trained to
tap a K-8 emergency response phone,

Her training began with basic obedience at the DFL off-leash dog park and then moved into the hearing
trained tasks: the smoke alarm, alarm clock, and door knock.

Both Hildegard and Lawrence were dedicated to training a "not s easy to train - (follow my nose)
Beagle”. But with the guidance of DFL Trainer Patti Schell they were able to perform all of the required
tasks. Once Dalsy Mae knew what she was to do, she became quite a committed worker. Even going
beyond the basics and "going to get either Lawrence or Hildegard on command”.

Even through a very difficult iliness last year, Daisy Mae has recovered and never forgot her duties, and
was certified again in 2013,

DFL is very proud of this team, it takes a dedicated owner fo follow through with the 8 months to 1 year
and sometimes bayond, of “in-home” training that DFL currently provides. And to Daisy Mae (Woofl Job
Well Done!) ~ Shelly

PS Jennifer, could you possibly scan and forward the article for our scrapbook as | do not receive the
Seb. River News. Thank you.
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Dogs For Life?

Shelly Ferger, Founder
President and CEQ

Daogs For Life, Inc.

P.0). Box 650023

Vero Beach, FL 32965

(772) 567-896%
dogstorlifevbbelleputh net

www dogsforlifevb.org
“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” -Mark Twain.

“Please consider including Dogs For Life, Inc. in your will, trust or other estate plans.”
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v ™  Member Internstional Association of Assistance Dog Partners
‘otice of Confidentinl Tnformation; The information coetained in this emnil message, including any attachments, is confidential and may
also be privileged, intended oaly Tor its spparent parpose, and only for the individual, or entity named sbove. If you are marl e ngended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, review, dissemination, distributicn or copying of this document i stesctly prohibiced. If you
have received this document in error, please noaify the sender and destroy the original message. Thank you.
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PRESS RELEASE
March 1, 2013
CONTACT: Shelly Ferger, Founder/President, and CEO

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL) a 501{c) (3) tax deductible, non-profit organization dedicated to improving
the quality of lifie for people with disabilities by training assistance dogs for hearing and mobility dogs, as well
us veterans with the effects of PTSD has received sponsorship toward the DFL Vieteran Dog Training Program.

The DFL Board of Directors are gratefil to the Vero Beach Country Club for helping to sponsor training
for veterans with disabilities and who suffer from the effects of Post Traumatic Stress Syndromne.

It is estimated that over 80,000 retiring veterans from the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars will be retiring to
Florida in the next two years, DFL is committed to preparing to help meet their needs through pre-training
service dogs.

The Assistance Dog Training Center Campaign is underway and the training center will be built at the
off-leash dog park property located at 12" Street and 16™ Avenue in Vero Beach.

For additional information on how to contribute to this worthy campaign effort or apply for assistance
mmﬂmmmxﬁﬁn(m} J6T-R969,
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Vero Beach off-leash dog park membership
continues

U rmams, s

isdneadsy, Febinacy 40, 3013

VERC BEACH — Dogs For Life Inc. has recelved a donation to help keep the off-leash
diogg park open until the end of 2013,

In addition, the: donation has allowed the organization bo continue raising money 1o
build an assistance dog training canter on the dog park site at 12th Street and 16th
Aveanue.

In recent months, the board was concermed it would have to close and sell the park
because membership fees were not covesing the cost of operations. Meanwhile, the
board was raising money for its capital campaign as well as general cperational unds
far the charity portion of the organization, the Assistance and Pet Assisted Therapy
Dog programs.

The nonprofit organization traing assistance dogs as hearing and mobility doge as well
as vaterans with post-fraumatic stress disorder.

Far mare information on how to join the park or contribute to the campaign effort or
apply for assistance dog training, contact Shelly Ferger at T72-567-9968.




on improving the quality
life for people with disabili-
ties by tmining dﬁ
announced it provake, off-
leash dog park will stay
open through the end of the
year with the help of an
anonymous donation,
The Vero Beach Country
Club is also backing the
nonprofit by helping o
kickstart & campaign 1o
build a training center for
assistance dogs on the dog
park site, said Shelly Ferger,
fountler of Dogs for Life,
Within the assistance dog
program is & subsection for
dogs to be rained to work
with war vererans with post-
raumatic stress  disorders

NC
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and Vero Beach Country

Club has stepped up to the

plate as a sponsor for that
Ms. Ferger said.

An estimated B0,000 retir-
ing veterans from the
and Afghenistan wars wil
be retiring to Florida in the
next two yedrs and Dogs for
Life wanis to help meet their
neads by pre-training serv-
ice dogs, a press
sakd.

Pia Pia is one of the dogs
trained by Dogs for Life to
work with her companion,
retired U5, Army Veteran
Tim Taylor.

Panic attacks in crowded
areas are 4 common result
of post-traumatic stress dis-

order, and dogs lke Pia PIT

can be truined 1o stay close
to their companion so that
no people get to close and
trigger the panic atteck.

Other  assistance  do
trained by Dogs for I.i
leam hiow to help them cope
with hearing or seeing loss
or other limited mobility
izgues.

The dogs are tmined 1o
alert thelr companion when
a knock is heard al the door,
or when @ doorbell, tele-
phone, alarm clock or
sinoke alarm is rung. Some
dogs ean even be trained w0

townNe

. Qualifying
itoculaed, neutered und §

pperate a special phone that
dials 911 when their com-
panion is in distress,

Dogs for Life does not
recelve government funding
and relies on membership
fees and donations to get
through the vear.

An anonyrmous donation
in February has allowed the
off-leash dog park to remain
open ihr the end of
2013, but on a regular basis
membership fees are used
to maintain and operate the
4.5 acre park. :

A one-year -membership
fee for one dog is 5300, a |
second dog would add on §
§75. a third, $50.

]

dogs must be [

socigl. Prior o membership,
an orientation at the park is
scheduled with the dogs
Once the membershlp s
finalized, members have
thelr own security code to
access the park from dawm 8
to dhusk all year round. ;

The off-leash dog park is
lpcated st the intersection

of 12th Street and 16th -
Avenie in Vero Beach. Cliff Partiow/=tafi photographer
For more nfarmation Vero Beach resident Harry Taylor watches as Dixie, his

about Do Life, contact i o i I
mlﬁpﬂf’ﬁgﬁam 10-month-old Dalmatian hound mix, tries to dimb a tree

or it lﬂﬂﬂihiiqmﬂlnme[}ugsFerfeDﬂ-hashPaﬁFn-
www, dogstoriifevb.org. day afternoon.
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School Zowne

WA BRAESD

FHTENIE
Wabasso School

The days have been chilly but we are keeping warm
during our weekly visits with Oslo our new friend
and therapy dog. Oslo visits with our students and
participates with us during PE. The students have a
wonderful tinie. Oslo likes to walk with the students
and appreciates a gentle pat on the head. He puts a
smile on many faces and we all Jook forward to his
visits, Oslo is a great conversation starter for discus-
sions about being a responsible pet owner. Oslo is a
welcome addition to our campus.

-

Katie and Oslo enjoying each other's company.
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Annual Meeting




