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WALK-A-THON

o mAmr R FOR
.-Ispllr::::::;'ﬁt;li-. MILITARY/VETERAN
American Bold Star Mathers su. cl b E AWA!E"ESS

of Indian River County, Inc.

Sunday, November 5, 2023
Registration Opens at 9:00am - Walk starts at 10:00am

2.2 MILE WALK & VETERANS EXPO

Join American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County
for a community walk.

Let's help END Military/Veteran Suicide!

Scan the QR Code to Register Now!

Riverside Park

Registration at the Grand Pavillion - Opens at 9:00am
$35 / person online
$40 / person - day of walk

Coffee & Donuts provided by
The Salvation Army

DJ » Raffles » 50/50

T-SHIRTS: Available at Registration starting at 9:00am (While supplies last; 400 available)
Early pick up (if you registered online) is Friday 11/3 of Marine Bank & Trust = 1450 US]

o)
For Life

Training Seroice Dogs
Fier Friwruny

Proceeds to Benefit:

) michdaleircgoldstarmoms@gmail.con

ﬁ ) @ircgoldstarmoms

MENTAL www.ircgoldstarmoms.org
HEALTH ©

ASSOCIATION O 570-885-2811

M EIVERE COUNIY

A cogne o the Gificial registraton and Financial svlceemmation may be chitared Trgm the Didakon of Consuanmer Serviias by calling toll-free ([@0)-435-7352 ) within the
piate. Registrarin daas not imply endorsamsnt, appaoal, of recommendation By the State. Regstradion FOTHIZA347TL. Amenican Gald Star Motbars of Trdian
River County, Inc. i a nor-proft tax-exempd arganication as described under Indernal Revenes Code 6010c)3. Federal [D #85-0621175,
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Chip
School Therapy Dog

For more information, contact Dogs For Life
772-567-8969 » www.dogsforlifevh.org
or email office@dogsforlifevh.org

“ Rain or Shine
“ Tented and Air-Cooled
“ Doggie Wet T-Shirt Show
“ Pick the Hot Rubber Duckie for a Prize
“ Splish and Splash in the Sun

Meet the School Therapy Dogs
on

Saturday, August 12, 2023
from

10 am - 12 noon
at the
Dogs For Life
Off-Leash Dog Park
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach

Sergeant Ron Garrison & Ellie Mae
School Resource Deputy Mark Birtel & Chip

School Resource Deputy David Partin & Gracie

Donations Accepted
Dogs on Leash Welcome Y
RSVP by August 7 to
1712-567-8969 or office@dogsforlifevh.org
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Veteran's Council of Indian River County Veterans Council
| Indian River County
And _

/ Present

- 1 2

-

BIKER'S SUPPORTING VETERANS

INFO FAIR AND CHARITY EVENT

11:00 AM UNTIL 6:00 PM
MAY 27™, 2023-MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
2500 15™ AVENUE
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32960

FAMILY FRIENDLY FELLOWSHIP FOOD MUSIC CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT KID'S ACTIVITIES AND FACE PAINTING

SUGGESTED DONATION, $S20 PER PERSON

ALL PROCEEDS TO B

ENEFIT:

Dogs

e DOGS FOR LIFE
For Fife
Training Service Dogs e NEXT GENERATION VETERANS
For Veterans

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT JERZEY BILL: (214) 763-8133
CORNHOLE $20.00 PER TEAM
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AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS, INC.
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA - PUERTO RICO

70™ ANNUAL CONVENTION
May 6, 2023

Welcome - Michelle Dale
Presentation of Colors - Sebastian Area Veterans Honor Guard
Invocation - Pastor Charlie Jones, US Army 82nd Airborne; American Legion Post 181
National Anthem - Delores Mark, Daughter - Navy Veteran; Music Director at St. Helen Church;
Family Services/Pre-Need Councilor at Cox-Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home
Pledge of Allegiance - Annette Kirk
Retire Colors
Introduction of Special Guests - Michelle Dale .
USAF (Ret) Brigadier General Randall C. (Arlo) Guthrie
SGT E5 Civil-Affairs NCO Ingrid Hernandez
Founder & CEO, Dogs For Life - Shelly Ferger
Narrative of Loved Ones 3 Minutes each (if time permits) or “Say Their Names”

11:30 a.m. Lunch -14 Bones

AGSM BUSINESS MEETING
1:00 p.m. - Call to Order- Michelle Dale
Open Bible ¢ Divine Blessing - Jeanette Nazario
Preamble to the Constitution of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. - Kim Hayes
Mission Statement - Michele Carey
Roll Call of Officers - Kim Hayes
Draping of the Charter - Gold Star Mother, Vera Nickels - Golf Coast Chapter
Department Treasurer Report - Michelle Dale for Sandy Miller
Department Reports: VAVS Report - Toni Gross; Legislative Report - Annette Kirk;
Community Service Reports - Michelle Dale for Valerie Collins
Committee Reports: Compliance - Michele Carey; Georgie Carter Krell Grant - Annette Kirk;
Standing Rules - Kim Hayes; Membership - Michelle Dale
Chapter Reports - Highlights - 5 minutes each Chapter
Unfinished Business
New Business
Nominations and Elections of Department Officers - Annette Kirk, Lorrie Fleming & Kellie Kowall
Installation of Department Officers - Annette Kirk
Announcements for the Good of the Order
Closing
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DofSY
For Life

Training Service Dogs
For Veterans

772-567-8969

1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida 32960
www.dogsforlifevb.org e office(@dogstorlitevb.org

Service/Hearing & Veteran Dog Graduation

Donor & Volunteer Awards Ceremony

Saturday, April 22, 2023
12:00 p.o.



Event Schedule for Saturday, April 22, 2023

12:00 p.m. Lunch & Social
12:30 p.m. DFL Donor & Volunteer Awards Ceremony
1:00 p.m. Service/Hearing & Veteran Dog Teams Graduation Ceremony
Quilts of Valor Presentation

2022 Award Recipients n Graduates

' Kathi G. Schumann Award.................. Linda Barberi : | Tim Barnes & Gypsy

' Military Veteran Trainer of the Year..... Don Peterson (US Army, Ret.) , Steve Defren (US Army) & Rosie

| Volunteer of the Year .........cenansanssensces Cheryl Marshall (US Air Force, Ret.) I ? Jim Hyde (US Navy) & Oris

| Phillip Tettleton | Nancy Kicherer & Stryker
Individual Philanthropist Award ......... Earl Tindol (US Army) | ;‘-’[icllluie Lai;e:c iﬁla

' Corporate Philanthropist Award.......... American Gold Star Mothers of IRC | | i o 4

| s Bttt | Barbara McCoy (US Air Force) & Mercedes

| g e | | Howard Teich (US Army) & Tucker
l ori a. 3:%1@5 og _ Al et ; Charlie Watson (US Army) & Sam
; LEB Printing & Design . Gary Wilson (US Army) & Swift

Live Oak Animal Hospital | |
 Puppy Sponsor Awards.........ccocueeueenes Linda & Edgar Duncan : ' IRCSO School Resource DﬂgS
| Judith Hansen & Pablo Gonzalez | | Mark Birtel & Chip

Kathi G. Schumann L Ron Garrison & Ellie Mae

GRADUATION

Service/Hearing ¢ Veteran Dog Team Graduation
Donor & Volunteer Awards Ceremony

You are cordially invited

Dogs For Life Training Center
“Under The Oaks” at the DFL Off-Leash Dog Park
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, Florida 32960

Please RSVP by Apmil 17, 2023
by calling: 772-567-8969 or emailing: office@dogsforlifevb.org

Quilts of Valor will be presented to Veterans
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PETS

Hi Dog Buddies!

This week I got to go to a gym cuz my
innerview-ee’s Mom an Dad are TRAY-
ners who help humans do Fitness an Box-
ing, an he - Biggie Smalls Bass - is the Of-
ficial Gym Dog.

Biggie's a 5-years-old, purebred French
Bulldog, fawn color, squishy black face,
perpetually earnest expression. He has
ears that look like sails. An No Tail. What-
soever. Zero. Nada. Just a bouncy liddle ca-
boose and very good poss-chur. All in all,
one super spruce poocheroo!

Soon as me an my assistant walked in
the gym door, he trotted right over for the
Wag-an-Sniff, wearin’ a tidy collar and
short gold chain leash.

Since he was of French origin, I decided
to employ one of the three French phrases
I knew, just in case.

“Bone-SWAW, Mush-sure Bass!"

“Well Bone-SWAW to you, too, Dude!
Welcome to our gym. This is my Mom,
Sam, an my Dad, Travis. You can call me
Biggie. An no need for French. I'm from
Sara-SODA."

“Thank Lassie!” I said, relieved. “1 ap-
preciate you takin’ time out of your busy
day for an innerview.”

“Happy to, Bonz — er, may I call you
Bonz?”

“Absolutely! You have such an intrestin’
life. I can’t wait to hear all about it, when-
ever you're ready.”

“Born ready!” Biggie said, and I
grabbed my pen. “Mom an Dad already
had a Husky, Jaxx, an, cuz they're at the
gym, like, all the time, they were lookin’
for a more portable pooch to be the Gym
Dog. An it hadda be a bulldog, but a liddle
one. They found a good breeder On The
Line with phodos of my litter — 10 of us.
We were all irresis-tubble, squishy-faced
fuzzballs but I was the irresis-tubble-est.
So the breeder brought me to Lake Placid
where Mom an Dad picked me up. I was

only 10 weeks old, an not only portable
as required, but also playful, cuddly an
mellow. Basically perfect, if 1 do say so.

“Me an Jaxx had our first meetin’
at Gramma BamBam and Grampa
Dave's cuz it’s Noo-trull Territory. Got
along right away. We'd chase each oth-
er. I'd do laps around him, of course.
I'm not good at distance cuzza havin’
Very Short Legs, but I can Sprint Like
Anything for a second.

“I was a pretty well-buh-haved
pupper except for one liddle habutt:
Chewin’ Furniture. Mostly the wood-
en end tables. When I was alone in
the house for what I felt to be Too
Long, I'd chew the legs. After a while, they
were pretty much chewed up. And thatwas
the end of the end tables. Thank Lassie, I
outgrew that. Now I only chew my tennis
balls. I love playin’ catch, an they’re just
the right size for my not-large mouth. Dad
sometimes Fake Throws, an I go roarin’
after it, then I ree-lize he didn’t ackshully
throw it. Makes me feel like a Total Doof!

“I enjoy ridin’ in our car, an our golf
cart, which we often take to work, since
we live close by. Mom an Dad took me
out on their jet skis one time, I had my
own life vest an everything, but I was Not
A Fan. I'm just not super into water, ya
know? 'Cept in my bowl. I do enjoy leash
walks, an sunbathin’ on the deck. I sorta
like the beach. It's great for diggin’, but
the ackshull water not so much. Diggin’
in the yard’s way more fun.”

“Do you have any speshull human or
pooch pals?” 1 inquired.

“Lemme see, there’s my leash walk
neighbor Casper an his human, Miss
Danielle. He's liddler than me even. Jaxx
is way bigger an probly kinda intimida-
tin’, but Casper’s not afraid of me. He says
we're Fun Size.

“My human gym buddies are Liam, he's
8inhuman, an Landon, he's 5. My Mom an
Dad offen watch ‘em, here at the gym, for
their Mom an Dad. They're Cool Kibbles

How to size up Biggie Smalls? He’s a fah Frenchie!

liddle human puppers.

“Oh, an 1 almost for-GOT, we have a
bran new Husky pupper at home, Nash,
he’s jus 5 months old. We're all three gon-
na go to Training Class together soon as he
gets the OK from our vet, after his No Pup-
pies Procedure.”

“Any favrite foodstuffs?”

“Well, I totally love buh-nanas an pea-
nut budder. Since I have a Sensitive Tum-
my, 1 hafta eat speshull food. For a treat I
get a chiggen an sweet puh-tado pot pie
snack. Majorly Yammy. An if T need to take
any medicine, Mom puts it in aliddle piece
of buh-nana.”

“Humans are clever that way,” I ob-
served, then asked, “Where do you sleep?”

“Well, Bonz, 1 am a Daddy's Boy, so -1
sleep with him. I know he totally loves me
cuz I snore Really Loud! Ackshully, I don’t
know if you noticed, but I sorta snort a
LOT. Mom says I sound like a liddle piglet.
Us French Bulldogs often have that issue
cuzza our smushy faces. I guess it's the
price we pay for Adorable-ness. :

“Anyway, I know it's gettin’ close to
bedtime when we all settle in together
an watch TV. 1 speshully enjoy ‘Pup
Academy’ on Netflix. When they bark, 1
bark back. It's the puh-lite thing to do,
doncha think?"

“Absolutely,” 1 agreed, then, “Spea-

gt
f i s l“#KL‘aﬁ::'-

ki of TV, I saw on the Nooz a
while back that, for the first time ever, a
French Bulldog (who looks just like YOU!)
won the top award, Best In Show, at last
Thanksgiving’s National Dog Show. Con-
grats to you and your breed!”

“Thanks, Bonz,” Biggie replied. “I did
see that. I just didn't wanna boast but,
since you brought it up, I thought it was
about fluffin’ time us Frenchies received
our Just Desserts! We're small but mighty.
His name is Winston, by the way. He also
won second at Westminster. His success
makes me walk a little taller,” he grinned.

Headin' home, I was thinkin' about
sturdy, bouncy, mellow Biggie Smalls,
small in stature but huge in personality
and definitely walkin' tall.

Till next time,

The Bonz %

Don’t Be Shy

We are always looking for pets
with interesting stories.
To set up an interview, email
bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.
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HL Dog Buddies!

You know an Iknow -all of us dogs just
KNOW - that we have a PUR-pose, Some-
times our humans unnerstand it, some-
times they don’t. But WE always do. Am
Tright?

Anyway, I mention it cuz this week’s
innerview-ee, Lulu Sandzen, says she
knew what her purpose was when she
was only a teensy pupper.

Lulu is a bee-ooty-ful Havanese, 8
anna haff pounds, with white an silvery
black wavy hair, kuh-waffed Just So. 1
was astonished to learn she was 10, cuzz
she was SO wiggly an energetic an totally
loves to give Slurpy Puppy Kisses, which
co-in-ci-DENTAL-ee are ane of my assis-
tant's Favrite Things.

A nice lady welcomed us an Lulu wig-
gled right up for the Wag-an-Sniff, then
wiggled over to my assistant. “I'm Luluan
this is my Mom, Pam. I know you're Mr.
Bonzo cuz my Mom an my fren Oliver's
Morm are frens an Oliver was in your coll-
um an he thought I could maybe be too,
s0 he woofmailed you an WAH-LAA! Isn’t
it SO Cool Kibbles?”

“Totally!” I agreed. “Oliver sent your
phodo, too. It's great meetin’ you in the
fur. I know you have a wonderful tail
about how you an your Forever Mom got
together, an I'm eager to hear it.”

Lulu curled up next to my assistant,
dispensed a couple more kisses, an be-
gan.

“Mom an her buh-loved hus-bun
were together for a long time, then
he hadda go to Heaven an she was
Sad. Altho the house was the same, it
seemed Empty. A fren told Mom she
needed a dog to love, so Mom started
lookin’ around and found a person in
Sebastian who hadda litter of Havane-
ses (which happened to be the one I
was in). Even tho I was bran new an
didn't know fluff about anything, 1

hadda feelin’ I had some sorta of Spe-
shull Purpose. But I was 6 weeks old
and not even 1 pound. It was kinda
weird.”

As Lulu told her tail, I smiled, be-
cause I completely understood what
she was saying.

“Well,” she continued, “Mom arrived,
an allus puppies were bouncin' an squea-
kin' and bein’ adorable, an ex-ooding
that New Puppy Smell, She was pickin’
us up one by one, an when she picked me
up (Iwas justa tiny lump in her hand), we
just stared into each other’s faces for the
longest time. I wasn't bein’ rude or any-
thin’. It had just dawned on me that She
was my Purpose. I knew it. She knew it.
The lady who owned us knew it, too. She
said to Mom, ‘Wow. That's amazin’. I nev-
er saw anything like that, before. That's
your puppy!™

“0Oh, for Lassie's Sake” I managed.
“That's a wonderful story, Lulu! So, what's
your life been like?”

“It's just us grrrls, me an Mom. It's
perfect! I love travelin’ with Mom. We
go inna car or in one of those big birds
called a plane. I'm a Free-quent Flyer.
One time I schooched outta my under-
the-seat carrier an sneaked up to the
seat in front. The man who was sittin’
there put me on his lap an patted me
for a while. Then he finally handed me
back to Mom. She didn't even know I
had wiggled away.

“I love car ridin’, too! Me an Mom have
driven to, lemme think, umm, Tennis-
SEE; TEX-us; South Cara-LINE-uh;
Lou-weezie-ANNA; West Ver-GIN-ya;
GEORGE-uh.

“Me an Mom go to the Citron Grill
for lunch. We sit outside an I am TRAY
well-buh-haved. I sit quietly an just
gaze around lookin’ adorable. Every-
one wants to pat me. No offense, but
generally speaking, I prefer humans to
pooches. When [ overhear 'em on the
phone tellin’ Mom they're comin’ over,

Bonz says time flew with Lulu, a real peo

I'rush to the door to wait.

“I do not enjoy walkin’ in
the grass or gettin’ my paws
wet so Mom has an um-
brella just in case. I'm also
not fond of baths, however,
I very, VERY much enjoy
Spa Day.”

“Do you have any oth-
er family members? Any
pooch frens?” Tinquired.

“Oh, YES! My brother
Burnett lives in Austin; an
my sister Carolyn lives in
Chattanooga. My pooch
BFF is Madison, she’s a Bichon Frise. We
met when she was just a pupper, about 3
months old.

“It was something like 6 years ago an
there was this hurry-cane and Madison
an her Mom Miss Audry didn't have any
electricidy so they stayed with me an
Mom for a liddle while. Altho she was
just a pupper, Madison was Very Well
buh-HAVED in un-fuh-MILL-yer SIR-
come-stances, an always used the P-
pad! Now we stay at each other's houses
when our Moms hafta go someplace
without us.”

“Where do you sleep? An, do you have
any favritre toys?” I inquired.

“Bedtime's my favrite time of all!” Lulu
said. “When I'm sleepy, me an Mom get
cozy an I drift off while she studies lotsa
intrestin’ stuff for her job at the museum.
She's what's called a DOE-sent.”

“Awhart?"

“It’s a human who guides other hu-
mans around a museum or art gallery
or a zoo even, an explains everything
that's there!”

“Woof! That's way Crispy Biscuits! So
they hafta to knowa lotta stuff!”

“Troo! My Mom's a-MAZE-zing! Oli-
ver's Mom's a DOE-sent, too!”

“Any favrite toys?” I wondered.

“Well," she smiled, “I do have quite
a number of toys but, to tell the truth,
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I mostly play with my fluffy dog bed,
which I don't sleep in cuz I sleep with
Mom, of course.”

With that, she ran behind a chair an
emerged dragging (an practically hid:
den behind) a fluffy dog bed about the
same size as her. She flung it about. I
landed on top of her. She landed on tog
of it. She was in it. She was half in, haff
out. She was rollin’ around in it. She
was draggin' it. It was hilarious, At last
she extricated herself from the fluffar. ~
trotted back.

Headin' home, I was thinkin’ abou
charmin’, energetic Miss Lulu, fille:
with joy and wiggles and totally com
mitted to fulfilling her Purpose as
Dog: showering her Mom with un
conditional love and unending slur
py kisses.

Till next time,

The Bonz %
Don’t Be Shy

We are always looking for pets
with interesting stories.
To set up an interview, email
bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.

“"Our VIP's Have Paws
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Ingrid Hernandez
and Shelly Ferger
with Chance.
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‘Patriots for Puppies’:. Pooches give
vets unconditional love

Written by: Stephanie LaBaff March 02 2023
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Dogs For Life supporters had a barking good time during the second annual Patriots for Puppies
fundraiser at the Pointe West Country Club to finance programs for disabled individuals and
veterans.

Before kicking off the celebration, Shelly Ferger, DFL CEO and director of training, announced that
they had raised $95,000 of their $100,000 goal through sponsorships and ticket sales.

That funding, she said, will enable them to continue to improve the quality of life for veterans and

other individuals and help them achieve self-reliance and independence by training hearing and
service dogs.

Of course, the real stars of the evening were several of the service dogs that accompanied their

human partners, providing the physical and emotional support needed along with unconditional
love.



When Ferger founded DFL in 2001, the work primarily focused on training hearing dogs. Butin 2015
they were inundated with requests from veterans returning from the Gulf War.

"“The older veterans were told to suck it up and not to admit they had PTSD,"” said Ferger.

However, after seeing so many of their comrades commit suicide, the Next Generation veterans
realized that to save themselves, they needed to talk about what they had been through.

“They found that the dogs were the thing they needed. It's the unconditional love a dog gives.

These veterans don't love themselves after having fought a war. They can talk to their dog and tell it
everything they've done, and the dog still loves them,” said Ferger.

She said that dogs help veterans integrate back into their families and society, explaining that
regardless of a person’s appearance, most people will look past the individual if they have a dog.

“They might be in a wheelchair, or they might be walking on a cane. They might barely be making it
through the grocery store, but people will look past that when they have a dog,” said Ferger.

"It's amazing how a dog can not only change your life but save your life and give you back the
security and independence that you've lost for so long.”

It takes eight months to a year to train adult dogs and two years to train the puppies. DFL currently
has three puppies in training and will celebrate the graduation of eight dogs on April 22.

Attendees enjoyed a delicious dinner, live music, and a silent auction at the military-themed golden
oldies dance and show that featured Jerry and the Dolls, who took folks down memory lane" with the
music of the '50s and '60s.

DFL programs include Service Dog Training, Veteran Service Dog Training, Veterans Training
Veterans PAWS program, Veteran PTSD and Support Groups, Puppy Raising, Female Veterans and
First Responders Support Group, Pet-Assisted Therapy program with the Vero Beach Police
Department, the School Resource Dog program with the Indian River County Sheriff's Office, the
Foster Dog Program, and its Off-Leash Dog Park.

For more information, visit DogsForLifeVB.org.
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2" Annual =
Patriots For Puppies

Saturday, February 4, 2023 % 5:30-9PM
Pointe West Country Club -+ 7500 14" Lane, Vero Beach

Dancing % Live Music % Food % 50/50 Raffle
Military & Golden Oldies Dress is Encouraged

Sponsorship
Opportunities

AFund:ﬂiﬂ:rTuBm:ﬁtﬂngsfm[jfcI‘mgrms

: * Pet Assisted Therapy Program - VEPD  *
: % Veterans Training Veterans PAWS Program % School Resource Dog Program - IRCSO :
+ % Veteran Service Dog Training * Puppy Raising - Foster Dog Training  *
I % Veteran PTSD Recovery & Support Gronp % Off-Leash Dog Park

+ % Female Veterans & First Responders Support Group
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Wreaths Across America- Indian River County

Thank you once again for your support!!

HS ACROSS AMERICA OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Rick Lewis -

I was lucky enough today to get to attend the 75th anniversary of Vero Beach Veterans, where [ had the pleasure to meet
Kathi Schumann. For the second year in a row Kathi Schumann became the largest donor to Wreaths Across America in
Indian River County.

Thank you Mrs Schumann for all you do for Wreaths Across America, the Veterans of our county and the community as a
whole. With your help we will remember, Honor every veteran and Teach another generation of the sacrifice mabe.
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St. Helen CCW News

November 2022

November 1st Meeting

As you can tell, the star of our meeting was “Rosie!” Shelly Ferger, the founder of this wonderful
program, was our speaker and explained how hearing and service dogs can improve the quality of life
for people with disabilities. It is only one of five Florida organizations accredited to certify service dogs

for veterans.

On February 4th, 2023, Patriots for Puppies at Pointe West Country Club will benefit the Dogs for Life
programs. Dancing, live music featuring “Jerry and the Dolls.”

Dogs for Life also maintains the off-leash dog park at 1230 16th Ave. Appllcatlons are available to all
dogs that are inoculated, neutered, and social.

Eddie Boatwright, husband of CCW Sister Gail Boatwright, is president of Dogs for Life.
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— MILITARY/VETERAN
American Gold Star Mothers
of Indian River County, Inc.

SUICIDE AWARENESS
Sunday, November 6, 2022

Registration at 9:00am - Walk starts at 10:00am

2.2 MILE WALK & VETERANS EXPO

Join American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County
for a walk thru Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary

Register online at www.ircgoldstarmoms.org
$35 / person online
$40 / person - day of walk

Riverside Park
Walkers start & fi'nis',h-_ui the Grand Pavilion

Coffee & Donuts provided by
The Salvation Army

DJ ¢ Raffles » 50/50 Scan QR Code
T-5HIRTS: First 300 online registrants

will recieve a Walk T-shirt. Early pick up (on Fri. 11/4)
at Marine Bank & Trust = 1450 US1
"Day of" T-shiris: 1st come, 1st servel

Proceeds to Benefit:

wER Q) ¢
or Life B 4

Tralning Service Dogs

Fear Helferans

) michdaleircgoldstarmoms@gmail.com
€) @ircgoldstarmoms

MENTAL &) www.ircgoldstarmoms.org

HEALTH

ASSOCIATION @ 570-885-2811

A copy of ghl:- -l:lf_fll:i:nl registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free (B00-435-T352) within the
state, Hegestration does not imply endarsement, approval, or recommandation by the State. Registration #DTN3348471. American Gold Star Mothers of Indian
Rivar County, Inc, is a non-profil tax-exempt organization as described under Internal Revenue Code 501(c)3. Federal 1D #85-0621175.
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CBS News Coverage

Dogs serving as therapeutic outlet for Vero Beach
police officers

by Dylan Huberman | Thu, November 3rd 2022, £:53 PM EDT .y

VIEW ALL PHOTOS

Nonprofit organization Dogs for Life brings therapy dogs to Vero Beach police officers twice each week, Nov. 3, 2022.
(WPEC)
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ui7d EDITOR

All invited to hear
inspirational PTSD

speaker at Do

To the Editor:

This is an open invitation to all
Veterans, family, friends, sup-
porters and patriots: On Friday,
Nov. 4, at 1:30 p.m., Dogs For
Life will host Guest Speaker Chris
English, at our Training Center,
located at 1230 16th Avenue in
Vero Beach.

An Army Veteran, he served in
Bosnia, Macedonia, Kosovo, Iraq,
and Afghanistan. He retired from
military service in June of 2014.

A sufferer of PTSD, Chris was
able to heal through the help of
Veteran friends and loved ones,
but he was discouraged not to be
able to find assistance through
established health agencies.

In his biography, Chris states:

“In 2017 I started my nonprofit
Texas Hunters for Heroes West
Texas and used many of the same
techniques that helped me to
heal, and to help other Veterans
heal. We take a group of Veter-
ans hunting and fishing, and give
them the much-needed cama-
raderie and a safe place to talk
about their traumas of war.”

In 2018 he received certifica-
tion to become a PTSD instructor
and peer counselor. He then de-

gs For Life

Dogs
For Life

Training Service Dogs
For Veterans

veloped a relationship with PTSD
Foundations of America and can
provide much needed help to
Veteran who suffer from PTSD,
such as the ability to get suffering
Veterans into a private facility to
gain the much-needed help with
the struggles involved with men-
tal health and we are able to do
this while keeping the Veteran’s
dignity and self-esteem.

Thanks, and I hope to see you
all.

Sincerely,

Shelly Ferger

Founder/CEO/Director of Train-
ing Programs

Dogs For Life

it
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Indian River Community Foundation awarded grants totaling $100,000 to four
nonprofit charitable organizations serving Indian River County. The grants were
awarded from the Community Enrichment Fund, and two of the organizations
receiving funds were: $25,000 to Dogs for Life for Veteran Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder Recovery and Support Group Meetings; and 10,000 to Bike Walk Indian
River County for The Bike Rehab Project. Indian River Community Foundation was
established in 2008 with a mission of building a better community through donor-
driven philanthropy. Visit www.ircommunityfoundation.org to learn more.

Pictured above:

Dogs for Life: Larry Salustro, IRCF Board Member with Rosie; Cynthia Ryan, Executive Director
of Dogs for Life; Brooke Sauserman, IRCF Foundation Assistant with Chance; Chiaka Nwosu,
IRCF Foundation Coordinator with Swift; Toni Hamner, IRCF Board Member; and Shelley Ferger,
CEO of Dogs for Life, with Rufus.

Bike Walk Indian River County: IRCF Board Member Larry Salustro; John Crosby, Amy Banov,

Bob Auwaerter, and Paul Morris all of Bike Walk; IRCF Board Member Toni Hamner; Dave
Hunter, David Cerchie, John Sansburn, Barry Barker, and Larry Luedtke all of Bike Walk.

Visit www.ircommunityfoundation.org to learn more.




Boozefighters
Motorcycle Club
Fundraiser







Graduation &

Volunteer Appreciation
Ceremony




APRIL



16 VeroBeach 32963 / April 28, 2022

John’s Island Grant

Your Vero Beach Newsweekly

John's Island grants

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

cil has worked with them for years,”
added Price.

“It does help that it is a public-private
partnership. That’s the big part,” said
Wheeler. She added that because of past
relationships, they trusted that Price
and Hubbard would be good stewards
of the funds provided to them.

Among the other 25 agency grants
provided this year, the Arc of Indian Riv-
er County received a larger than usual
$75,000 grant to construct a pavilion at
its west campus for its day program.

“I realize it's not housing per se,
but COVID exposed all the incred-
ible weaknesses that agencies here
have been trying to tread carefully,”
said Cramb, noting that the pandem-
ic revealed that many agencies had
cramped quarters, “Now having an
outside pavilion is like a house.”

A new agency funded this year was
the Economic Opportunities Coun-
cil, which received a grant to build a
playground at its Douglas Head Start
Center in Wabasso. After the site team
visited, members were so impressed,
said Wheeler, that they wanted to give
them the full amount requested.

Dogs for Life received a grant for the

first time in a long time, to cover a gen-
erator for the building.

“These service dogs help veterans
and women first responders suffering
from PTSD. This has turned into a real
critical need,” said Cramb. “They have
weekly meetings for veterans with PTSD
and weekly meetings for the female first
responders. I had not appreciated all
the different benefits these dogs can
provide. So, we're learning a lot.”

Youth Sailing Foundation received
a first-time grant to fund catamarans
for special needs sailors, ages 16 to 60,
as well as beginner elementary sailors.

“This is certainly a very varied list;
we're trying to work on all sorts of
needs in Indian River County. We are
trying harder to make sure that people
are aware of the Johns Island Founda-
tion,” said Cramb. “We are a more qui-
et group, but that's part of who we are.
And people are very generous.”

The John's Island Foundation, which
has provided more than $14 million in
grants pertaining to capital projects
and improvements since 1999, solic-
its donations from residents through
a seasonal campaign letter. Wheeler
credits Emily Sherwood for establish-
ing a Foundation Leadership Circle,
whose members donate $5,000 or
more, and who now account for well
over half the money they raise. ®

A BUILDER FOR YOUR

i '-|l;‘

COVID-19 infections rising sharply again here,
but hospitalizations remain relatively low

1/

BYLSAZAHNER /.
Staff Writer

New COVID-19 infections here re-
ported to the Florida Department of
Health more than doubled over the
past week, going from 90 cases to 186
cases, and the countywide case posi-
tivity rate rose 61 percent in a single
week, with 7.9 percent of people being
tested now being found positive.

In the past four weeks, the average
number of new daily infections report-
ed here has more than tripled from 8.5
to 26.5 cases, thanks to the spread of the
BA.2 or “stealth Omicron” variant that's
taken hold in the Northeastern United
States and is spreading to Florida.

Statewide, Florida is still in the green
zone for low community transmission,
according to the CDC's criteria, but cas-
es rose 32 percent in a single week, from
15,623 to 20,680 as of Friday’s report. In
mid-March, the whole state reported
between 8,000 and 9,000 new cases per
week.

Increasingly popular in-home rapid

tests are the big unknown factor in tl
official case numbers, as people wi
test positive on DIY test kits typically ¢
not report these results to the Floric
Department of Health. These cases |
unrecorded unless the individuals ses
medical attention, or must report the
illness due to their job or school atte
dance.

In-home tests kits can be obtain
free of charge through a U.S. Postal Se
vice website, plus most private inst
ance carriers cover or reimburse mer
bers for the purchase of these kits.

The CDC reports four hospitaliz
tions of COVID-positive patients he
over the past week, and eight COVII
positive people were hospitalized
Cleveland Clinic Indian River Hospil
as of Monday, up from seven.

The School District of Indian Riv
County reported 13 new COVID-19 i
fections last week, all of among pub
school students. Private and chan
school case data is no longer availat
to the general public.

With the snowbird migration north

TOUR ONE OF OUR
VERO BEACH
MODEL HOMES TODAY.

BENT PINE PRESERVE
(772) 360-4991

PINE VALLEY AT INDIAN RIVER CLUB
(772) 205-3980

SINCE

BuildingALifeStyle.com



= THE SCENE

Cause & Eftect

FUNDRAISERS & CULTURAL EVENTS ADVANCE THE WORK OF LOCAL NONPROFITS

GOLD STAR WALK-A-THON

AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS OF IRC

The American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County held their third
annual Walk-A-Thon for Military Suicide Awareness at Riverside Park in
November. The 2.2-mile event, which passes through Veterans Memorial
Island Sanctuary, calls to mind the heartbreaking statistic of 22 veterans
and active service members who die by suicide each day. Proceeds from
the Walk-A-Then help fund PTSD groups at Dogs for Life and the Mental
Health Association in Indian River County and support the work of Next
Generation Veterans of Indian River County.

Roma Anderson, Tammy Thurber, Michelle Dale, Kathi Schumann,
and Diana D’Angelo

LEE ORRE

30 337

Michael Wright, a veteran facilitator at Dogs for Life and MHAIRC, The walk gets underway.
addresses the assembly.

LEE ORRE

The Wall of Valor represents local Gold Star Mothers' sons and Doug Klock, Chuck Gerrald, Amy Wagner, Angela Guzenski, Michelle
daughters who died while serving in the U.S. armed forces. Dale, Shelly Ferger, and Cynthia Ryan attend the check presentation.
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HL DoY) Buddies!

It's always fun doin’ an innerview at
the Dogs for Life dog park — kinda brings
me back to my puppyhood, you know?
Miss Maya Sussman and her Mom, Su-
san, were already hangin’ outin the Little
Dog Section when me an my assistantar-
rived.

Maya — a Malti-Poo — was busy flyin’
backan forth along the fenceline between
the Liddle Dog an the Big Dog Sections: a
puh-teet, black, 7.8-pound tornado total-
Iy keepin’ up with a pooch running along
the fence on the other side - Scout —who
was at least 4 times her size. _

As my assistant and Maya’s Mom got

" comftubble under the shady tree cano-

py, Maya, not the teeniest bit shy or aa-

pree-HEN-sive, trotted up for the Wag-
an-Sniff. She was perky an frenly, with a
confident, bouncy prance. An she wasn't
even out of breath, far as I could tell.

“Ah, youth,” I thought to myself, a lid-

dle wistfully. “Good morning, Miss Maya.
You we're sure givin’ that big pooch.arun
for his Pupperoni!” :
She laughed. “Hello, Mr. Bonzo! ILOVE
runnin’ with the Big Dogs! Keeps me on
my game. One time I squiggled through
the gate into the Big Dog section. So they
hadda make the gap smaller. Oh, an you
. can call me MyMy like Mommy does. An
I'll call you Bonz, if that’s OK.” :
“Totally,” I replied. “Absolutely! We can

sit here in the shade while you tell me

. your tail, how ‘bout?” e
Cha himnad anta her Mnm's Tan. “Per-

ZERVED), if you can buh-leeve it. I didn't
bark for the longest time. I mean, I didn’t
have anything to bark about. Everything
was grrreat. Mommy was grireat. I was
just checkin’ stuff out. I was so teeny,
Mommy fed me By Hand. I slept with her
right away, of course, an she was always
afraid she was gonna smush me or step
onme.

“] learned about Doing my Duty very
quickly. Mommy got me those PP pads.
(But sometimes at first, | used a spot that
only looked like one but wasn’t) PLUS,
I'm very fass-TIDDY-us so now, when I

hafta do No. 1, I stand on my front paws

only, so I don't get my back paws all, you
know, damp. It’s like what humans call a
handstand, Mommy says.”

I was speechless.

“Anyway, one morning, I was snuggled
under the covers still, dreamin’ dabout
bunnies or something, an there was this
Big Noise. It startled me. Then I ree-lized
it was ME. I had barked. I tried it a few
more times. I'm not barky like some of
those annoyin’ liddle pooches who yap
from dawn to dust. I only perform on re-

- quest. So, wanna hear me sing?”

“Sure,” I replied. “Whaddya sing?”

“Happy Birthday, mostly. Ready? Here
goes.” :

MyMy’s Mommy stood in front of her
like a cun-DUCK-ter and MyMy began.
It was uh-MAY-zing. All the humans in
the Dog Park turned to look. Some of the
other dogs joined in on the high notes.
MyMy had a Very Big Voice, with a truly
memorable “ahhh-RO0000!” _

“Woof. MvMy, that was Totally Crispy

Lucy an Haus at Sunshine
Fur-nuh-chur. Hey, there’s
Muffin now! HI, MUFFIN!I” |

“Hi, Maya! "Sup?”

A black-an-white Austra-
lian Shepherd ran over for |
a Wag-N-Sniff, MyMy in-
troduced us, then Muffin
zipped off to play, an MyMy i
hopped back onto her Mom- |
my’s lap.

“I did meet a cat once,’
she mused. “ME-uh. She |
buh-longs to my stepdad
Daryl. Sincemyname’s MY- |
uh, it got liddle confusing. I |
was just liddle, an ME-uh | o
was bigget than me, PLUS ;,‘;’y-_ T
she had claws. ITwas scared F’ﬁ” 14
of her. 1 guess you could
call us Fren-uh-mees.” - .

Suddenly she jumped down again, all
alert. “Ooooh. Look!” she pointed across
the field. A gold-colored poo-mix-lookin’
pooch had grabbed a hat from one of the
humans an was racin’ all over the place,
leapin’ around, shakin’ the hat, havin’ a
grreat time. The humans were mostly

]affin, even the hatless man. Finally, the

hat was retrieved, the excitement subsid-
ed, an MyMy returned to her Mommy’s
lap to continue her tail.

“Where was 12 Oh, yes, I love playin’
with my frens! Dogs AN humans. “Spe-
cially human kids. My human Besties
are Gracyn an Grady; an Callie an Parker.
Mommy’s their Nanny. An guess what?
Me an Gracyn have the Same Birthday
— Dec. 6! Isn't that SO Cool Kibbles? I

Oh ‘MyMy,’ is Bonz ever a fan of this Malti-Poo
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him and one for me one time an, I woc
you not, it was the most duh-LISHU!
thing I EVER put in my mouth. Nov
Mommy cooks for me. All in all, I hav
The Best Life! Just us grrrls. I'm a luck
poocheroo.”

The hour had zipped by. I closed m
notebook.

“Come back when you're not worki
anwe can play!” she called, flyin’ off int
the field to run with the Big Dogs.

Heading home I was thinkin' abot
MyMy, the fearless social budderfly. An
about. fil-LAY min-YON. I wonder whi
my chances would be ...

Till next time,
THAn T Anin— .!-..
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PATRIOTS'FOR PUPPIES

SWINGING SALUTE TO SERVICE DOGS
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H Dog Buddies!

Occasionally, I haff to sternly remind
myself that I'm a Totally Happy Batch-
ler. This was one of those times. This
week’s innerviewee, Maggie Firth, is a
statue-ESK, purebred café latte-colored
Standard Poo with legs up to here, 2
close-cropped haircut which shows off
her stellar con-for-MAY-shun, cocoa-
colored fluffy top-not, ears and tail-pom;
the rest, little curls of cream and cocoa.
Even though Miss Maggie'sa fancy pure-
bred, she’s no snobnose.

So, when 1 learned her Furever Home
was her fourth (an she’s not even one
anna haff), Iwas like “Wha-at?”

She trotted up with her Mom to greet
me an my assistant. Actually, it was a
graceful prance, like those white, danc-
ing horses.

“It is SUCH a PLEH-zure to make your
uh-QUAIN-tunce, Mr. Bonzo!” she said,
gazing at me with her big brown eyes.
“I've heard So Much about you. Please,
DO come in. Warm your paws. We can
sit here by the fireplace.”

My paws, as a matter of fact, felt like
they were glued to the floor. “, ummum,
errr ... | mumbled suavely, forcing my
gaze away from her long, graceful snout
and cocoa-colored nose.

I finally got my paws to move, shook
the fluff out of my head, and retrieved
my notebook, which had somehow fall-
en to the floor.

“It’s totally my pleasure. Lovely place
you have.”

“Why thank you,” she said sweetly.
“This is my Furever Mom, Kerry. Just
make yourselves comf-tubble, an let me
know when to begin.”

“Ready whenever you are, Miss Mag-
gie,” 1 said in my Serious Professional
Voice.

After daintily accepting a snack from
the depths of my assistant’s satchel,

DIVINE

she sat gracefully and began.

“Not long ago, Mom lost her
beloved 16-year-old Maltese, |
Meeka, At the time, Mom's |
daughter Sheana and her dog
Bear were living here with i
Mom, which helped fill the '
Loneliness Void. But when they
moved elsewhere, Mom began |
to think about acquiring an- b
other dog. She was pic-shuring i
a pooch that was middle size; |
not a puppy; didn't shed; an a
rescue cuz that's what she’s &8
always had. So, as Mom put :
it, she threw the idea out into
the Universe. ('m not certain,
but I think that’s a huge, big, gi-GAN-tic
space that can hold everything else in it,
like pillows an water an thots, an it's not
even crowded. It'sa human thing, so... JF

Note to Self: Google Universe. Maggie
continued.

“As a just-weaned puppy, I was pur-
chased by a lady on the other side of the
state who thought she wanted to raise
poodles but, when I was about 9 months
old, changed her mind. So she put my
pickshur an bio on a Poo Rehoming
Website.

“THEN, Mom’s Very Good Frens an
Nay-bors, Marc an Sue (who already had
two Standard Poos: Bo an Sissy), saw my
irresistible pickshur an decided to buy
me for Marc’s Mom, who'd always udd-
MY-erred Bo an Sissy.

«“jt WUDDA been Totally Swell except
for one teensy little thing: I am a puppy
with Tons of Energy an I LOVE playing
outside, speshully where there's lotsa
DIRT an, cuzza our pond an stuff, lotsa
MUD, which I'd track all over when 1
came in from playin’. Which was A LOT
TO KEEP UP WITH. So, long tail short,
1 ended up back with Marc, Sue, Bo an
Sissy.

“We got along Grrreat! However,
THREE big inner-JED-ick, playful poo-

' Bonz melts over magnificent Maggte, @ Standard Poo

atta time in it an whoosh it around.
It only tickles a liddle bit an WAAA-
LAAA, no more Muddy Paws. Here,
I'll showyou!” ,

She demonstrated. It worked! An
it totally did look like a toilet bowl
& brush.
®  ““Tell me about your pooch pals. An

what you do for fun,” I suggested.

playin’ balll An chewin' my stuffy
chipmunk an my pink rubber squeaky
pig. I have tons of pooch pals at the
Dog Park. An 1 love takin’ classes at
Elite Training. Even though it’s school,
it's WAY FUN.

“Bo, Sissy an Bear are my Besties,
but, over at Bo an Sissy’s house there’s
also Pickles an Stella. Before them, I
didn’t know there were pets who weren't
dogs. Did you? Pickles is a Cockatoo;
that's a fancy bird with feathers instead
of fur. Stella’s a big cat. First cat I ever
knew. Have you ever met a cat? They're
miss-TEERY-us. I think she likes me but
I'm not totally sure.

“At night, I snuggle in Mom’s nice big
cozy bed. Mom has a liddle corner an I
stretch out in the rest cuzzamy long legs.

T

dles was ONE TOO MANY POODLES.
Next time Mom saw Marc, Sue, Bo an
Sissy out walkin’, she realized there was
an extra poo: ME!

“Here’s the Crispy Biscuits part: Altho
I'd never seen her before, 1 was like,
“THAT'S MY FUREVER MOM!" 1 stuck
my nose out so she could pat me. An
she DID. We Totally Had A Moment. The
very next morning, Marc said to Mom,
Ummm, ] wonder whether you'd like to
adopt Maggie?’ An Mom said, “YESSS!
Muddy Paws an all’ An just like that I

hadda Furever Home.” I'm such a fortunate grrrl, Mr. Bonzo."
“What a Wonderful Tail, Miss Mag- The hour had raced by. Headin’ home,
gie!” I was thinkin’ how Muddy Paws had led

«] KNOW! Mom says it's a WinWin-
Win: She got a bew-dee-ful new com-
pan-yun (ME); Marc, Sue an my Besties
Bo an Sissy can visit any time; an 1 got
my Furever Mom. Full disclosure, 1 love
bein’ a (slightly) Spoiled Only Dog.

“An about that Muddy Paws Thing: It
still happens, of course, but Mom found
this uh-MAY-zing Muddy Dog Feet
Cleaner thingy that looks like a toilet
bowl brush inna plastic can with water
init.

«“Now, whenever I get Muddy Paws, |
go right to Mom on the PADio; she holds
the thingy an helps me stick one paw

Maggie to her Furever Mom. I guess The
Universe has a sense of Humor.
Till next time,

The BonzZ
Don’t Be Shy

\We are always looking for pets
with interesting stories.
To set up an interview, email
bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.
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Dr. Randy Divine ¢ Dr. Patty Shockency
Dr. Alexandra (Lexi) Naylor

654 21st St.

(Miracle Mile Plaza)

Our VIP's Have Paws
COMPLETE HEALTH CARE

f Advanced Ear Disease Diagnostics, Treatment & Technology
Stem Cell Therapy & Pain Management Hospital
Sound Wave Energy Therapy
Class IV Laser Therapy
Early Spay/Neuter ® Dentistry * Chemotherapy
Ultra Sound * Orthopedics * Dermatology
Ophthalmology * Acupuncture * Vaccinations
Endoscopy * Digital Radiology * Complete Lab
Telemedicine * Grooming * Science Diet
Multiple Pet Discounts

Emergency Service * We ARE Available 24/7

We Welcome New Patients

“paws Down, my fave thing’s cha-
sin’ ducks. I never catch ‘em, tho. An

\
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Patriots for Puppies

December Delights

LOCAL HONPROFITS HELP KEEP US ACTIVE, ENTERTAINED AND INFORMED
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PATRIOTS FOR PUPPIES

FEBRUARY 24
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By traiming hearing
and service dogs, Dogs
for Life iz devoted to im-
proving the quality of lfe
for weterans and other in-
dividuals with disahbili-
L=,

Part of the
tion's ftraining complex
on EZih Street kv an off-
leash dog park where ca-
nines and their membser
CcoMmpaniong can  enjoy
the mrtdoars.

Ryan comes to Dogs
fior Lifie from the Veterans
Council of Indian River
County, wlere she served
a5 development director,
Before working for non-
profit  agencles, Ryan
spent 20 years as a de-
sigmer, project manager
and collaborator for bocal
and national interior de-
sign firms.

“wWhile workdng at the
Veterans Council, | got to
gee first-hand the meeds
of weterans in this com-

. said  Ryan.
“wWhat Dogs for Life does
iz match the needs of our
welerans with a trained
service dog”

There are abowt S50
teams= of canines and
their companions that
have been through the
Dogs for Life training
progrum., About half of
those are veterans,

Fyem said,
Dogs For  Life's
traimed service dogs en-

rich people’s lives - pro-
viding ears that lwear
smoke alarms, paws
that tap a %1 button 1o

and pressure to calm
anxiety attacks.

Many af the dogs are
trained by former mili-
tary members through a
progeam called Veterans
Helping Veterans.

The six-week train-
ing clazses provide in-
struction in basic dog
obedience and behav-
{or; service and
dog tasks; public nocess
laws; dog temperament
evaluatlon; and con-

For more information
on Service Dog Traln-
ing, call TT2-56T-BR9
or send an email o of-
fice@dogeforlifevh.org.

VERO BEACH | INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Newsweekly

WEDNESDAY, DCTOBER 27, 2021
TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS » TCPALM.COM

Program matches service dogs
with veterans, disabled people

Janet Begley
Spmcial to Treasure Coast Newipapers
USA TODAY METWORN - FLORIDA

VERO BEACH - Indian River County
resident Kris Hasenauer served his
country as a Special Forces medic and
Physician’s Assistant in the U.5. Army.

When he leamed about the Dogs for
Life program that provides canine com-
panfons to veterans, he jumped at the
chance and was matched with a yellow

Labrador retriever named Jasper.

“I'm super grateful for everything
Dogs for Life has done for us,” said Ha-
senauer, in a video posted to the Dogs
for Life website. “Jasper 1s an amazing
companion and he has absolutely
changed my life.”

Jasper was about a year old when he
was matched with Hasenauver, and he
continued to train with him over the last
vear, The 2-yvear-old Labrador retriever
accompanies Hasenauer on his daily

rounds for his own business, Emerald
Health in Fort Pierce, where he serves
the medical needs of as many veterans
as possible. Dogs for Life was founded
in 2001 by Shelly Ferger, who serves as
chiefl executive officer. She is also tran-
sitioning into the position of director
of training programs with the addition
of Cynthia Ryan as the organization's
new executive director.

See DOGS, Page 6Y
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Dogs for Life
matches
service dogs
with veterans,
the disabled

daneet Begley
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VERD BEACH - Indian Riwer
County resident Krs Hasenauer
served hiz country as a Special
Porces medic amnd phyelcian's assis-
tant in the U.S. Army,

‘When he learned about the Dogs
for Life program thet provides canine
companions to veterans, he jumped
ot the chanos and was matehed with
a yellow Labrador retrlever named
Jaaper.

“I'm super grateful for everything
Dags for Life has done for v said
Hasenauer, in & video posted to the
Dags for Life webalte, “Jasper is an
amazing companion and he has ab-
solutely changed my life "

Jasper was about 8 year old when
he was matched with Hasenauer, and
he continued to traln with him ower
the last year. The 2-year-old Labra-
dor retriever accompanies Hase-
navuer on his dally rounds for his own
business, Emerald Health In Fort
Pinrce, wheres he serves the medical
Ed:ﬂfumlnrmamnﬂupuﬂ-

Dogs for Life was founded in 200
by Shelly Perger, who serves as chisf
executive officer. She is also transi-
tioning into the position of directar of
training programs with the addition
of Cynthia Ryan as the organization's
new executive director.

By training hearing and service
dogs, Dogs for Life is devoted to im-
proving the quality of life for veterans
and other individuals with dizabili-
tes.

Part of the organization's training

complex on 12th Street is an off-leash
dog park where canines and thelr
member companiong can enjoy the
outdaars, s
Eyan comes to Dogs for Life from
the Vieterans Coundcll of Indian River
Cournty, where she served as devel-
opment director. Before working for
non-profit  apencles, Ryan spent

Dogs
Cou nued from Page 14 .

20 years a3 a deabgner, project manages
and collaborator for lecal and natiomal

interior design firms.

“While working at the Vetetans
Council, 1 got to ses first-hand the needs
of veterans in this community” said
Fyan, “Wheat Doge for Life does ks match
the needs of our weterans with a trained
service dog.”

There are about 50 teams of canines
and their companions that have been

- through the Dogs for Life training pro-

that hear srnoke alarms, paws that tap a
90 button to call for emerpency asaks-
tance, legs that provide added mobility,
and presaure to calm anxbety aftacks.
of the are tralmed by for-
nﬂhiﬂhnr through a pro-
gram called Veterans Helping Veterans,
The six-week training classes pro-
vide instruetion in basic dog obedience
avd behavlor;, service and hearing dog

| tasks; public access laws; dog temper-

Dogs For Life fundraiser
What: Patriots for Puppies
When: Fels. 26, 2022

Where: Heritage Centar, 2140 14th
fosa, Vera Beach. !

This 1940°s USO-themad dance and
show will feature dancing, 12-piece Big
Band, parformance by the “Almost”
Andrews Sisters, dinner and raffles,

echaing back to Workd War il when the

Indian River County resident Kris
Hasenaser served his country as a
Special Forces madic and physiclan's
assistant in the U.5. Army. The Dogs
for Life program that provides canine
comipanions to weterans matched him
with Jasper, a yellow Labrador

retriever. PROVIDED BY DOGS FOR LFE

ament evaluation; and continuing edu-
oation in servies dog training and foster
CEEE,

Heritape Center was used by local
sarvice meambers ae the Officars’ Clubs,

For tickets and sponsorship
opportunities, contact Cynthia Hyan at
T72-567-3963 or by amall at

Far more information on Service Dog

= Trmlndng, call 772-567-8959 or send an

email to office@dogsforifevb.orp.



TCPalm Article

MARKETPLACE
zarch For & Place Claszifieds a m [ ]

News | Indian River Martin St.Lucie Sports Advertise Obits eNewspaper Legals

I'm super grateful for everything Dogs for Life has done for us, sald Hasenauer,

in a video posted to the Dogs for Life website. “Jasper is an amazing companion

and he has absolutely changed my life.”

Jasper was about a vear old when he was matched with Hasenauer, and he
continued to train with him over the last vear. The 2-year-old Labrador retriever
accompanies Hasenauer on his daily rounds for his own business, Emerald Health

in Fort Pierce, where he serves the medical needs of as many veterans as possible.

Dogs for Life was founded in 2001 by
Shelly Ferger, who servez as chief
executive officer. She is also transitioning
into the position of director of training
programs with the addition of Cynthia
Ryvan as the organization’s new executive

director.

By training hearing and service dogs,
Dogs for Life is devoted to improving the
quality of life for veterans and other

individuals with disabilities.

Part of the organization’s training
complex on 12th Street is an off-leash

dog park where canines and their

member COIMPAanIons Can enjoy thE Indian River County resident Kris Hasenauer served his
country as a Special Forces medic and physician’s
agsistant in the U.S. Army. The Dogs for Life program
that provides canine companions fo veterans matched

Bvan comes to Dogs fDI' Life frnm thE: him with Jasper, a yellow Labrador retriever. Contributed

Fram Dogs For Life
Veterans Council of Indian River County,

where she served as development

outdoors.

director. Before working for non-profit agencies, Ryan spent 20 vears as a

designer, project manager and collaborator for local and national interior design



Believe in the Mission
ala
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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

DDS4Vets to host
‘Believe in the Mission
Gala’ at Hutchinson
Island Marriott

Courtesy of Linda Kloorfain
Spacial o Treasure Coast Mewspapers
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

STUART - DDS&4Vets is working to
help local veterans get the help they
need.

The organization’s “Believe in the
Mission Gala" fundraiser will take place
6-11 p.m. Oct. 16 at the Hutchinson Is-
land Marriott lsland Marriott, 555 N.E.
Ocean Blvd.

Proceeds are earmarked to help raise
funds for service dog costs,

Retired U.5. Army Brig. Gen, Donald
Bolduc will be the keynote guest speak-
er. Boldue served eight combat tours
during his 32 years in the Armed Forces

On the cover

and received many medals including
five Bronze Stars and two Purple Hearts.

Special guests to attend will include
Coach Tom Mullins, David Webb, news
commentator, Michael Gler, director/
producer; Maureen Shea, two-time
world boxing champion; and Congress-
man Brian Mast.

Karen Vaughn, a Gold Star mom, and
Dr. Brian Moriarty, of Loving Care Chi-
ropractic, will serve as emcesas.

Vaughn is the mother of the late Aar-
on Vaughn from Seal Team V1 and foun-
der of Operation 300, an organization
that provides mentorship to children of
the fallen.

See GALA, Page 6R

Deb Doherty, CEQ of DDS4Vets, surrounded by members of DoYouGiveARuck
before their Thursday evening 3.2-mile ruck. DoYouGivesRuck is a loyal
supporter of DDS4Vets, recently raised $15,000 at a8 9/11 event. Contributed

by Linda Kloarfain.

CONTRIBUTED BY LINDA KLOORFAIN
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PTSD Recovery and
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BREVARD COUNTY
DATED EVENTS

Saturday, Sept. 11

Space Coast Honor Flight returns
to operations with 2021 Honor
Flights. Check their website at Space-
CoastHonorFlight.org for updated in-
formation. Luncheons for SCHF have
resumed at several county restaurants
(see below].

Rockledge Remembering 9/11
Ceremony, 10:30 a.m., at Rockledge
City Hub — The 20th Anniversary of
the Events on 11 September 2001,

Twentieth Anniversary Tribute
to Sacrifice, 9/11 and Aftermath,
Patriots Day and 9/11 Commemora-
tion at the VMC. Sponsored by Club
1013 Ret NYPD and the VMC. This
event marks the 20th anniversary of
the attacks on America and almost
two decades since America took the
fight to enemies in Afghanistan and
around the world. It will be a special
Patriots Day Remembrance (11 am.-
330 p.m. — 5:30-7 p.m.) and Tribute
Ceremony (4-5:30 p.m. . Food trucks,
vendors and special events in Veter-
ans Memorial Park; Ceremony in the
Center and Memorial Plaza area.

ONGOING EVENTS

Support

CALENDAR

Please visit www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com
to submit Calendar events at least 2 weeks
in advance, so that we may ensure your
events receive timely publication.

is free with paid admission to the
Warbird Air Musaum. Please RSVFP by
phone or email. The phone number is
(321) 268-1941 and the emall address
is Warbirdsavaliantaircommeand.com.

VFW Post 8191 monthly work
day, first Saturday of the month, 9
a.m.-noon. This is a reminder to post
members and an invitation to Aux-
iliary members to join us. We will do
whatever tasks the House Committes
Chairman/Canteen Manager/Com-
mander/President have in mind that
don't require extensive skills. Tasks
can include cleaning the kitchen and
deep fat fryer, replacing the electrical
cord on the binge machine, replacing
some baseboard black plastic pieces,
placing a few more signs in our stor-
age lot, etc, on an as-necessary basis,
For more info, visit viwB191.0rg.

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veter-
ans Council, second Wednesday of

guest spot, suggest a book to review,
an author to interview or for sponsor-
ship information, connect with Ralph
Nathan Oko at (954) 557-6226 or
RalphOko@hotmail.com.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of Indian River County, first
Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m. at
VVIRC Office, 696 8th Court, Vero
Beach. For more information email
VVIRC at vwircacomcast.net, or at our
website VWIRC.org. You can also call us
at (772) 794-0005.

** IMPORTANT NOTICE **+*

The USH Armed Guard/Merchant
Marine Veterans of WWIIl Museum has
temporarily closed due to COVID-19;
however, the expenses are ongoing.
We would greatly appreciate a dona-
tion from you and/or someone that
you know who might be interested
in helping to ke_ep the Museum open

month, Center Military
Store in the Vero Mall. For more
information email vwal038@yahoo.

com or www.wachapter 1038.0rg or
call 772-562-8794.

Monthly meeting, American Le-
gion Post 39, second Monday of the
month, 1535 Old Dixie Highway,
Vero Beach. E-board meeting begins
at 6 p.m., followed by general mem-
bership meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Monthly meeting, Veterans
Council of Indian River County, first
Wednesday of the month, 1 p.m.,
County Administration Complex,
Building B.

Monthly meeting, Indian River De-
tachment of Marine Corps League,
fourth Thursday of the month, 7
p.m., at the Victory Center in Indian
River Mall,

PTSD Support And Recovery meet-
ings; every Monday, 7 p.m., Dogs
For Life Administration Building,
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach.
Military licensed health professionals
are facilitators. For more information,
contact Dogs For Life Service Dog
Training Center at (772) 567-8969

or visit www.dogsforlifevb.org.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
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expanding the federal government and re-
stricting your rghts than with supporting
'. hardworking families to ensure that they
can afford a trip to the grocery store.
[ willl continue Aghting against this
reckless tax-and-spend proposal, and 1')

keep you updated on what happens nextl

weery store this Please visit mast. house. gov for more

in your tank? If information.
ve you booked
] It is an honor to serve you.
ced that your
an usual. To- Sincerely,
BRIAN MAST
.5, Representative
FL-18

Double the puppies,
double the help for

Brian Mast
Vets

whing pennies,
i, D.C. are plan-
1,000,000, To the Editor:
eleven geros.
= is just going to Dogs For I.I.[l.‘. Vero B:ach.haa Erl:l.d.-ud
=T, two tvew additions to their mission of add-

ing Veterans that need canine assistancel
"Chocolate™ and *Vanilla,” two Labrador
puppies, will scon begin training in as-

Tess are de-
r-left wish list,
impacts it will

AN VOICE

W e grgerezationg, avents and our militan Fernes,

ubliseesd weekly by ‘Yeberan Woice, LLC
v Bhad, STE D232, Stuart, FL 340994
TT2] 24740123 Office

¥IWL, St Luoie, ieston Aver & Deevorr]

ERE-0807
renli@flaleeak. com

Fhil Galsyr
Pubiirher

L B

Do
For Life

Training Assistance Dogs
For Veterans

sisting Veterans in their daily lives. This
training can involve “de-stressing” from
PTSD, to hearing-related tasks, to dialing
9-1-1 ifnﬂmm. [t is extremely finely
organized tradning, to match the needs of
Veterans.

Dogs For Life has matched many Vet-
erans with service dogs at no cost to the
Veteran. Dogs For Life 13 nationally ac-
credited, and in addition to its mission of

Veterans, also operates a regular
training facility and off-leash Dog Park at
ite premiszes at 1230 16" Avenue, Vero
Beach.

Helping to match Veterans with service
dogs does not happen for free, Dogs For
Life depends on donors to help with its
mission to make Veterans' livea better.

To learn more, please visit dogsforiife-
vh.ong, or call (T72) S67-8969,

Sincerely,

DOGS FOR LIFE
Vero Beach

Veteran Voice would like
to give a special thanks to

JOHN FAULKNER
of HOLLY HILL, FL




Meet-up for Female
Veterans and First
Responders

Female Veterans
and
First Responders

4 AUG 1730-1930

A catered event at
Dogs For Life
1230 16th Ave, Vero Beach
(772) 567-8969
Sponsored by:







22

Vero Beach 32963 / July 8, 2021

Your Vero Beach Newsweekly ™

PETS

HL Dog Buddies!

This week’s innerviewee has The
Perfect Name! Smiley Taylor is a res-
cue, purebred Staffordshire Terrier.
Her short black-an-brindle coat an
Cool Kibbles black spots on pretty
pink skin are SO On Trend. But the
coolest thing is her Huge, Frenly,
LIT-trully Ear-to-Ear Smile. The only
smile I've ever seen that was bigger
was onna Cow. If there were Smile
. Olympics, she’d grab the gold, paws
down.

Anyway, Smiley an her big sis Gab-
by (a longtime pooch pal of mine), an
their Mom Debra met me an my assis-
tant at the door. Following Wag-an-
Sniffs and greetings, we got settled
on the pool padio. Smiley explained
their PopPop Scott was at work.

“A pleasure meeting you, Miss Smi-
ley, an seeing you again, Miss Gab-
by!” I said, remembring the liddle bit
of a crush I had on Gabby back in The
Day. Sigh.

I opened my notebook. “I'm ready
to hear how you joined your Forever
Famly,” I told Smiley, who flashed her
big happy smile an began.

“First off, our Mom is a Big OI’ Softy
when it comes to pooches, 'speshully
Pooches In Need, an 'speshully Bul-
lys, which is what dogs like us are
sometimes called. So Mom was On
The Line, casually browsin’ through
pickshurs from the rescue place,
Furever Bully Love, which is in that
Mouse Town and where she found
Gabby. Well, guess what? There was
a viddy-o of ME. I'd been dumped
on a street in My-Ammy, and I was
huddled under a car, totally terrified,
an two humans from The Pound were
draggin’ me out. They were bein’
careful, but I was still scared out of
my fur. Here, look!”

I watched the viddy-o on |
Smiley’s Mom’s CELL-you-
ler. I was uh-GASSED! There _
Smiley was, being dragged
out from under this car. The
humans weren't bein’ rough
or anything, but poor liddle _
Smiley.

“Oh, Woof! Smiley!”

“I KNOW. I thought I was
DOOMED. But I WASN'T.
The Furever Bully Love hu-
mans rescued me from The -
Pound, an that’s how Mom
found me. So Mom and
PopPop an Gabby drove *
to Mouse Town to see me.
They wanted to be sure me an Gabby
would get along an, evenshully, we
did. It didn’t take me long to ree-lize I
was Safe an Suh-CURE.”

Gabby spoke up. “We kinda ignored
each other for a while, till I ree-lized
it was Cool Kibbles havin’ a Liddle
Sis, AN bein’ a Big Sis, which means
I'm In Charge. So then I'was, ‘Oh. OK!’
I must say, she was under my paws all
the time, sometimes still is. Like, she
always wants what [ have. Sometimes
I hafta set her straight.” Gabby gave
Smiley a sisterly nose-bump an Smi-
ley responded with a Huge Smile.

“I have The Best Life, Mr. Bonzo! I
love snugglin’ with my famly. I might
possibly be just a teeny bit needy,

but Mom says it’s cuzza my scary.

puppy days, and she loves cuddlin,’
too. When Mom takes a bath, I sit

‘right there on the mat with my paws

an chin on the side of the tub just to
be sure she’s OkeyDokey. Mom says
I don’t get the concept of Personal
Space. I'm pretty sure that’s a human
thing.-

“Then, about a year-anna-haff ago,
Mom found out she has that scary
human duh-sees she calls Big C. She
goes back an forth to a hoss-piddle

i

called Muffin or something, an sa-
yin’ goodbye so offen is Dismal Dog
Biscuits. Gabby agrees. When Mom’s
home, I wanna be right next to her.
Plus, she gives me The Best Tummy
Rubs Ever. I always go into The Zone.”

In between talkin’, Smiley had been
playin’ with a Green Ball with holes in
it. It was way too big for most pooch-
es, includin’ me, to wrap our mouths
around, but Miss Smiley had no prob-
lem whatsoever. All I could see above
the ball were her eyes.

“Is that your favrite toy?”

“Yeb! I habba lobba toiz, bud thiff id
by FABE!”

“Do you swim? Any BFFs? Whaddya
do for fun. An exercise?”

She peetooied the ball out and re-
plied. “Swim? No! I don’t like the wa-
ter. At. All. My Kong’s cool. So are my
stuffies, but they don’t last that long. I
love hangin’ with my human brother
Brad, 'specially at mealtime cuz he
drops stuff on the floor for us. Then
there’s Miss Debbie. She takes care of
Brad. She’s sorta like a sister. An Gran-
ny Janette, an our neece an neff-yew
Haley an Jarrod. We love their visits.

“We don't do the dog park cuz Mom

knows some humans are nervous .

Bonz grins and gladly bears it with Smiley around

around ‘Dogs Like Us,’ whatever
that ackshully means, but me an
Gabby do lotsa other fun stuff.
Like the beach, An goin’ to Home
Depot. An leash walks, when we
greet our neighbors.” -

“Well, you an Miss Gabby are
very stylish an FEM-uh-nun,” I re-
plied. “I couldn’t help noticin’ your
bright red toenails.”

Full disclosure: I had noticed
them when we arrived but, being
an occasionally dorky guy, I decided
not to risk a fox paw and mention it -
right then.

“Why thank you, Mr. Bonzo!” Smi-
ley smiled sweetly. An largely. “We

started getting mani-pedis last year.
We try to be Fashion Forward.”

“Where do you sleep?”

“We have beds in Mom an PopPop’s
room. But I sneak onto their bed a lot.

. Just for comfort. I'm still scared some-

times. Of sharp noises. An brooms. 1
don’t think they'd even notice me if
didn’t snore. Real Loud, Gabby says. I
just wanna be close to my Mom, you
know?” s '

Heading home, 1 was thinking
about how sweet Smiley just wants to
be near her Mom as much as possible.
I always felt the very same about my
Mom, and I'm pretty sure most of you
Fellow Poocheroos can say the same
thing about your human BFF. It's in
our DogNA. : ;

Till next time,

The Bonz
Don’t Be Shy

' We are always looking for pets
' with interesting stories. {

To set up an interview, email
' bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.

Our VIP’s Have Paws |

COMPLETE HEALTH CARE
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Mt GeemeErathom Veterans of Indian
River County mecemtly unveikd is
Wirnds Trom War Mormimental Soalp-
bane &f AFsrsile Park, e tha o
bamew B Widerans Mamorial Ekand
Sanctuarg The greusp had comeds-
slomwed artist Boas Power o creaie the
massree sculpiure nearly fGve years
a0,
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families and kocal dignimries sood
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coimenanity, all united in thide Baliel
Ehat i is ai imporisn b assisd mesn-
basre of the Asmesx] Porces once they
peiurm home as # i= o support them
whidle they are o acthe duty.
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represent the sacrifices made by the
meen and women of our miary ser
vices, & DOCTEle represeniation of the
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the monumist b mesemble o T-Wall,
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[naring & privaie Thank Yeu Recep-
thom for donors on the eve of the Sai-
ardey moming umvelling. Bruce Cady
roject lead, commentded that & had
bee & collabomarke =ffon, supporied
Ty i Cha i 250 Esliviiual donors, the
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In mdilition 10 connecting weterans
with services and ocial gatherings,
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Eodd Sar Mothers of Indlan Rheer
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L 1 Wbt s b mind s ane work-
ing b O A axlsime wealler B
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‘Lest we forget’: Poignancy permeates Memorial Day event
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Press Journal

HONORING SACRIFICE

. '} l.l. i i .
R w3 o TRk R e S et

“| sadd aach of thalr names, thanked tham and honored and remembered thelr ultimate sacrifics for this
country,” said Michelle Cale, who stopped at each cenctaph for the indian River County fallen in World
War |, after A Memarial Day ceramany on Monday at Veterans Mamorial lsland Sanctuary near Riverside

Fark In Vero Baach. Dale, a Gold Star Mother, gave the keynote address which honored and remembered
those who died in World War |. Dale's son, Spc. Dabe L. Kridla, who died in Afghanistan in 2070, has a

canctaph in the sanctuary, PHOTDS BY MOLLY BASTELS/SPECIAL TD TCRALM

-.'-.
¥

# think it's important for the active duty community to help and support the veteran community. | try to
voluntesr as much as | can. It's an honor to honor the fallen,” sald Staff Sgt. Eldon Peterson, of Vero
Baach, whao Mthmmmmwmmmmnm
Memorial Island Sanctuary near Riversids Park in Vero Beach, :
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VETERARNS @ United We Stand

FAEITAL HEAL THE T Military Svicide Awareness Walk-A-Thon
SECMSOESHE 44 Legacy Ladies Golf Association Tournament
AT 16 Programs Go on Virtual Platforms
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May Moments

ENJOY COOL EVENTS AS THE WEATHER WARMS UP

PTSD Support Group

&5 EVEMT PLAMMWERS COHTIMUE T MAKE SAFETY & PRICAITY, WE RECOMMEND THAT WOU CALL AHEAD O CHECK

WEBSITES BEFORE FINALITING ¥WIHFR PLAMS
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=¥ IMPORTANT NOTICE ==

Space Coast Honor Flight lun-
cheons are scheduled to resume in
June 2027, Everyone burys his of her
o Iunch, &nd enjoy the camarade-
rie. Al Vaterans and Veteran guesis
weloome 8t the fallowing locations:

Melbourne — First Tuesday of each
rrepmith, 11 aum., Smacky Bomes restau-
rant 1510West New Haven,

Marritt Island = First Thursday of
each month, 11 a.m., Red Lobster
restauwant, 215 East Merritt land
Causenvay,

Sabastlan — Third Tuesday of each
month, 11 am,, Capt. Hiram's restau-
rant, 1606 N. Indlan River.

Titusville — Third Thursday of sach
month, 11 &m, Dixie Crossroeds,

1475 Garden 5t
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 CALENDAR

Please visit www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com
to submit Calendar events at least 2 weeks
in advance, so that we may ensure your
events receive timely publication.

Warbird Alr Museum Fly-in Break-
fast, second Saturday of the month,
B-10:30 am., Warbdrd Alr Museum,
6600 Tico Road, Titwsville, MEW
Driee-im GUEST Costs:

Between B-10 a.m., fiy-in and dive-
in traffic can pay 512 per person (no
addithonal discaurts) st the gift shop
aind they can enjioy both the break-

Jobs available in Brovard County,
via Jobs www,careersourcebrevand.
oo — for lecal kocations, visit wws,

ernployflorida.com for job listings.

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
ONGOING EVENTS

BookWorm Podcast and Radio
Show, hosted by Ralph Mathan Oko,

work was accomplished over the sum-
mier at the USHAG & MM Museum,
Come and enjoy the camaraderie
of your old buddies ard meet some
miew 0nes, Everyone i welcome at our
fmeetings, 5o please bring a friend.
For anyvbody that needs a ride to the
rseetings, please call Korky at (772)
EM-0230,
Flease mote: Meetings are held
September throwgh May, There ane no
meeetings June through August.

Korean War Veterans Association,
Chapter 318, meets first Thursday
of the month, 11 aom.-noon, at Vera
Epach Veterans, Inc. 2500 15th Ave-
e, Yero Beach,

Monthly Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 1038,
& pum., second of the
miarth, Victory Center Military
Sbore in the Vero Mall, For rmone
infipernation email veal D3B8 vahon,
SO af wmunmhnprrr?ﬂjﬁ,wg or

:E’iwé"m?;dmﬁrﬂ airs Saturday avenings at 9 p.m. EST cal??:.rﬁrﬁ.am
» breakfast meats, elo on REAL Radio 100.7 FM and Sundany Monthly meeting, American Le-
BREVARD COUNTY arder comelets, and more — and tour  Formings at &30 a.m, E5T on WAKE gion Post 19, second Monday of the
Ja et the museum. For children fages 5-12)  Radic 107.9 FM and 1370 AM, Pod- meomth, 1535 Old Dixie Highway,
IMPORTANT NOTICES not eating breakfast, $5 to enterand  casts will be available on IHeart Radie.  Vero Beach. E-board meeting bagins
fowar the museum. Wrist bands will be Intervies guests will indlede authors, 8t & p.m,, follewed by general rmem-
m{mm Flight issued to Indicate whe can participate  publishers, editors, readers, booksall-  bership meeting at 7:30 pum.
hmchaans are cancelled until further i, the breakfast, The breakfast is lso 215 and store owness, schokars and
chue 1o tha cormavins, open to the public as Musewn visitors  bibliophiles. Ralph Nathan Oko is cur-  Monthly meeting, Veterans
can also attend, Breakfast for wisiton ranthy booking interviess. To secure a Council of ndian Kiver County, first
y-May is free with paid admission to the guest spat, suggest 3 book to reviey,  Wednesday of the menth, 1 p.m.,
LTI R g A, o o Warbird Air Museum, Please REVP by @ awthar to interview or for sponsor-  © I_'“Hmmﬂm Complex,
Thamdar FL-1 horme-basad af the IRTCITRE LT TR TIVE DIVOTA e & | o s [
Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 1321) 268-1941 and the email address Hq ) Fh:ﬂl atl mq:::ﬂmﬁm Monthly mesting, Indian River De-
FI.*-' mhﬂdwm. . : : | 3 : | . fmﬂiﬂ::m: the month, ¥
Monthly meeti Vietnam Y ¥
e - iy VFW Post 8191 monthly work by o e [P, at the Vickory Certar in Indian
all 83 Brevard Public Elamantary, erans of Indian River County, first
Middle and High Schools from Feb  day. first Saturday of the month, 8 wegngsday of the month, 6 p.m.at  Aiver Mall
- May. Supparted by Milltary Officers  8Jm.-Roon. This is a reminder 10 post  yyiRC Office, 696 Bth Court, Vero
Association of Ammerica Cape Canav-  Members and an invitation to Au- Beach. For more infonmation email PTSD Support And Recovery mast-
eral, VEW and American Legion Posts,  ilary members to joinus. We will do \aRC at wwircacomacastnet, or at gur NS, every Monday, 7 pum., Dogs
this project ks open for Veterans to whatever tasks the House Committee  website VWIRC.org. You can alse call us Fer Life Administration Building.
obserse and assist, Contact VACHTFL  ChairmanCantesn Manager/Com- at {772) 794-0005. 1230 16th Aveniie, Vers Beach.
PO Mike Schulze or Donn Yeeaver mander/President have in mind that bdilitary licensed health professionals
at 321-453-1776 for more information  don't require extensive skills, Tasks *55 MPORTANT NOTICE *44 are facilitators. For more information,
if you would like to volunteer Sched-  can include cleaning the kitchen and W“ﬂ%ﬂ?hlﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁggg
ules are atleast one week  deep fat fryer, replacing the electrical — The USN Armed GuardMerchant T'“Tﬂ"-tﬂ enker at [
ahead with FIVE RTFL-1 Team beaders  cord on the bingo machine, replacing  Marine Vieterans of Wil Museum has 7Y wwwdagsforlifevb.org.
covering all geograghic aras from sarne baseboard black plastic pieces,  temporarily clesed due to COMD-1%9; '
Mirmes to Palm Bay. placing a few mare signs in our stor-  howeves, the expenses are ongoing. 5T, LUCIE COUNTY
age bot, atc. on an as-necessary basis.  We would greatly appreciate a dona-
Fricey Apell 23 Far more info, visit viw8191.0rg. tion from you and/ol someone that  ONGOING EVENTS
wuhwWhﬂnm:md
Fund-Raising "Holes for Heroes” in helping to keep the Museum open Monthly Maesting, Military Officer's
Golf Tournament, sponsored by .mm‘mm mmi and tha story of the SN AGMM Association of Port Lucke County, all
Florida Prop USAF JROTC Program w0 ooonsh 0 am., Brevand Veterans alive. Damor fiames will b= listed on officers from all branches of service

fo support their program and Veter-
ans im nead via Down The Road Thrift.
Hedd at Duran Golf Club in Viera with
shotgun start at 1 pum. Sign up and
get mone information at appuevent-
caddyoomyevenisthing-amual-he-
roes- !

Memaorial Cartar, 400 Sykes Creek
Parkway, Merritt lsland,

Evary Wednesday, second drink
free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 2
pum., 4120 M. Harbor City Blvd.,
Melbourne. for thase who wear a

the Musswm Honor Roll for all to see.
T receive a donation form, please
contact CF “Korky™ Korker, President,
phore: 772-571-0230, or E-mall:
karkykorker@gmail com

.5, Navy Armed Guard Waorld
Bifaa D aksanms  asnabbic heasbbis-e

are invited to meet fellow officers
and learn |atest military news. For
information call Col, Martin Bosen at
TI3-233-0691.

Air Force Sergaants Association,
Elmer Andrews Chapter 564, meets

rm ths Bertk Tonardss of lanasars






Republican Veterans
Club Luncheon

-
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REPUBLICAN VETERANS CLUB
Of Indian River County

Cordially Invites You to Attend
The Republican Veterans Club Meeting

Monday, April 5th, 2021
11:30am (Social/Gathering)
12:00 Noon to 1pm Lunch/Meeting

C. J. Cannon's Restaurant at Vero Beach Airport
3400 Cherokee Drive, Vero Beach 32960

IMPORTANT: Out of courtesy to C.J. Cannon's Restaurant and Staff,
please e-mail mysandybeach2015@gmail.com or call
Missy at 703-403-2308 to leave message for a luncheon reservation.

Your luncheon Menu can be chosen at the Restaurant.

Hot Plate (meat, potatoes, vegetable), or Soup & Sandwich,
or Luncheon Salad, Includes Dessert/'Water/Tea/Coffee

($20.00 - Cash or Check made to Republicans Veterans Club)

This months speaker is Vero Beach native, Shelly Ferger, Founder/CEO & Director of
Training Programs for Dogs for Life, Inc. serving veterans in our community. She
previously owned/operated a dog training center named Shelly's Canine Community
Center between 1995 and 2002. Prior to being self-employed she held positions at the
Environmental Learning Center; State Attorney's office, Vero Beach Police Department
and IRC Sheriff's Department. She founded the Off-Leash Dog Park in 1997 and Dogs
For Life, Inc. in 2002. She will be bringing Kria Hasenauer and his service dog, Jasper.

Kris is a former Special Forces A-Team Member Medical Specialist, who served in
the U.S. Army Special Forces Command for over 16 years. He is a board-certified
physician assistant and graduate of the Army's Interservice Physician Assistant
Program in 2014 and holds a teaching degree from Florida State Univesity. He had
deployments throughout the Middle East and trained various agency and Embassy

personnel of tactical combat casualty and travel safety.

Please pay your 2021 dues, if you haven't already done sol






Head, Heart & Hands
Club Grant
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Memorial Garden
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EDITOR

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dogs For Life thankful for generous donation

To the Editor:

Here's what Dogs For Life, Vero Beach,
was up to in January:

Generous Gold Star donation

Thanks to the generous support of
their sponsors, donors and participants,
the American Gold Star Mothers of Indian
River County's 2nd Annual Walk-a-Thon
for Military /Veteran Suicide Awareness
was able to donate proceeds of $37,000
to Dogs For Life “Veterans PTSD Recovery
and Support Group”™; the Mental Health
Association of IRC *Veteran's Meet Up";
and the Next Generation Veterans of
IRC to continue their programs to help
our veterans struggling with PTSD. The

Dogs
For Tife

Training Assistance Dogs
For Veterans

checks were presented at the January

Veterans Council of Indian River County
meeting.

PTSD Support

Dogs For Life continues to host
next-generation Veterans' PTSD Support
Group for Veterans each Monday at 7

p.m., at the DFL Administrative Complex
at 1230 16™ Ave., Vero Beach.

It's important for us to provide a venue
for our Veterans to meet and support one
another.

How you can help

DFL relies on corporate and other
sponsors, and donations to keep our
mission going forward to match needful
Veterans with service dogs, all training
free of charge to the Veteran. Please visit
our website at dogsforlifevb.org, call us at

(772) 567-8969, or email officef@dogsfor-
lifevhb.org.

Thank you,

DOGS FOR LIFE
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Veterans Voice
Suicide Awareness

Gold Star 2" Annual
Walk-A-Thon proceeds aid
Dogs For Life, other
initiatives combating PTSD

Michelle Dale
PRESIDENT
AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Proceeds from the American Gold Star
Mothers of Indian River County, Inc. 2nd
Annual Walk-A-Thon for Military /Veteran
Suicide Awareness have been donated to
the Dogs For Life “Veteran PTSD Recovery
and Support Group”; the Mental Health
Association's “Veteran's Meet Up”; and
the Next Generation Veterans of Indian
River County to help support these or-
ganizations with their programs for our
veterans struggling with PTSD.

The generosity of our sponsors, do-
nors and participants to our 2nd Annual
Walk-A-Thon for Military/Veteran Suicide
Awareness enabled the Gold Star Mothers
of IRC to donate the $37,000 proceeds
from the walk among these groups. We
are grateful for their support to our cause
and their love of our struggling Veterans.

Recipients’ efforts
toward mental health

The Dogs For Life *Veteran PTSD Re-
covery and Support Group” in collabora-
tion with the Next Generation Veterans
of Indian River County’'s meetings held
on Monday nights at 7 p.m. continued
virtually throughout Covid until the DFL
center was allowed to reopen.

Those who attend are opening up and
sharing with others and understanding
that they are not alone with their strug-
gles. These sessions are expected to
expand — first, to a women's only group
and then, to add an additional night of
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Photo courtesy of American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County

At the presentation of the proceeds from the 2™ Annual Walk-A-Thon of the American Gold Star Mothers of
Indian River County to recipient organizations combating the effects of PTSD and military suicide are: '
Pictured from left to right are: BOTTOM: James Mann, Next Generation Veterans of IRC, Treasurer; Amy Wagner,
Mental Health Assoclation of IRC, Events Coordinator; Angela Guzenski, Mental Health Assoclation of IRC, Chief
Operating Officer; Diana D'Angelo, American Gold Star Mothers of IRC, Secretary/Treasurer; Michelle Dale,
American Gold Star Mothers of IRC, President; Shelly Ferger, Dogs For Life, CEO & Director of Programs. TOP:
Veterans Council of Indian River County Board of Directors, Samantha Brackett; Curtis Holden, Vice Chairman;

Martin Zickert, Chairman; Carroll Oates, and Sam Kouns.

number of Veterans who are attending is
increasing. The meetings give attendees
additional support because they are facil-
itated by licensed Veteran Therapists.

The Mental Health Association of Indi-
an River County’s “Veteran's Meet Up®,
which started at the Vero Beach Drop-

In Center in September, will continue
Wednesday nights from 6-8 p.m. with a
Veteran Social Worker on staff.

The “Veteran PTSD Recovery and Sup-
port Group® and the “Veteran's Meet Up”
hope to coordinate efforts to help our Vet-
erans. MHA will also continue to provide
same-day free screenings and follow-up
treatment to Veterans in Indian River
County at their main office.

Combating military suicide

There are 22 Military /Veteran deaths
by suicide every day in the United States,
and these numbers are rising due to
Covid and the unrest in America. One
suicide a day is a TRAGEDY; 22 is UNAC-
CEPTABLE.

Our American Gold Star Mothers of
Indian River County, Inc. will continue to
do everything we can to help our strug-
gling Veterans. They gave up so much for
us. They need, no, they DESERVE our
help.

The check presentation was held at the
January Veterans Council of Indian River

Conntr mesrtine.



