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Wreaths Across America- Indian River County

Thank you once again for your support!!

EATHS ACROSS ERICA OF INDIAN RIV UNTY
Rick Lewis -

I was lucky enough today to get to attend the 75th anniversary of Vero Beach Veterans, where I had the pleasure to meet
Kathi Schumann. For the second year in a row Kathi Schumann became the largest donor to Wreaths Across America in
Indian River County.

Thank you Mrs Schumann for all you do for Wreaths Across America, the Veterans of our county and the community as a
whole. With your help we will remember, Honor every veteran and Teach another generation of the sacrifice mabe.
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Goldstar Moms’
Walk-A-Thon
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BY RAAEY SCHEMNIL
ST e

Intermittent sprinkles could nom de-
ter the spirits of the men and women
who turned oul for the [ourth annoal
Walk-a-Thon for Milivary/Veteran Sui-
cide Awareness at Riverside Park, pre-
sented by American Gold Star Mothers
of Indian River County.

Proceeds benelited the programs
and PTSD suppon groups offered by
Dogs for Life, the Mental Health As-
sockition of Indian River County, and
Next Generation Veterans of Indian
River County which, with Gold Star
Mothers, all support veterans and the

issupes they lace, working to avoid the
heartbreak of military suicide.

“We want people to be aware that
there are 22 veterans who are dylng by
sulcide a day In the United States, One
a day Is a tragedy, 22 is unacceptable,”
said Michelle Dale, president of Gold

Srar Maothers of Indian River County.
“We can’t have that. And we are here
to let them know that in Indian River
County we have sessions at Dogs lor

Vero Beach 32963 / Decernber 1, 2027

PEOPLE

Lawwa Saputo, Malisas Funaano with Brinkey

wil Tudher Rusnana,

Fapl T il maCe

Life and the Mental Health Assoclation
wheere veterans can go free of charge,
no Social Security Number, They can
go and they can talk, and they can
share,”

Dale pointed out that printed testi-
monkils included in the Informational
bags they handed out had been written
by individuals who had attended some
of the PTSD sesshons, The [ree sessions,
ErOup oF One-on-one, aree maderated

by [acilitators who are veterans them-
selves, *In one person's story, he sakd i
actually sived his life, And that's what
this is all about, Everything that we're
doing Is to save somebody’s Hife, To le
thim know that we'ne behind ihen,”
saaied Dade,

Polnting 10 a oolorful Indian River
County Sheriff's Office vehicle, Dale
sald, “This is our PTSD truck.”

The detailling, logos [rom assisiance
organizations, was funded by Gold
Star Mothers, Next Gen and others o
bring awareness to services available
to anyone sulfering from FTSEL

“We collaborated and we came up
with this theme for the vehicle o rep-
resent our milivary and our first re-
sponders who suffer from this terrible
disorder,” sald IRCSO Community Af-
Falrs Dep. CUIT Lablbe,

Dogs For Lite, which trains service
dhogs for veterans with hearing, mohil-
ity or PTSD lssues, hosts PTSD support
groups for male and female veterans
and first responders, as well as Veteran
Meet Ups, They also have a pet therapy
program at the Vero Beach Pollce De-

Your Vero Beach Newsweekly ~

Gold Star moms’ Walk-a-Thon: Save our vulnerable veterans

partment and are putting a school re
source dog at Vern Beach Elementary
through the Sherill's deparment

*There s no charge for anything i
youTe a veteran or frst responder, and
there Is no charge [or our service dog
training for anyone with a disabilivy,
sabd DFL founder Shelly Ferger.

“What we're really doing Is saving
lives, both canine amnd human,” sabd
Eathi Schumann, DFL board treasures

Few coedadbe oy pos s e wealk:bn cenpers,
'I'I.'III"'J'[" [hLE] dpp‘l’liﬂtl’[h‘lﬂ iS5 mﬂ.'l_*-mar','.
the Mental Health Association hosts
Wednesday night meetups for veterans
overseen by a registered social worker
who is a veteran and former firefighter.

“Anybady can talk about whatever
they want. If they want to talk about
their mental health or want 1o ask for
some help, they can,” sald Amy Wag-
ner, MHA marketing director. *lf they
want o just sit there and hang out with
their peers and eat plzza, they can do
that tosn,”

For more information, visit 1RC-
GoldStarMoms.org.  DogsForLife\R.
o, MHAIRC.org or NGVIRC.ong.
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» Marine Corps Toys for Tots: Collec-

tion boxes are atall IRC fire stations.

« Military Officers of America As-
sociation: Fundraising for a World War
I1 tribute on Yeterans Memorial Island
Sanctuary through Cultural-Council.

s Next Generation Veterans of Indi-
an River County: Mission-based social
club with PTSD support groups and
community activities. NGVIRC.org.-

« Veterans Council of Indian River
County: Offers numercus outreach
p ms and transportation to the
West Palm Beach VA facility. Veteran-
sCIRC.com.

« Vets Claims Plus: Assists with dis-
ability claims and appeals. VersClaim-
sPlus.org.

. Viemam Veterans of America
Chapter 1038: Assists velerans in need
and funds scholarships. VVA.0rB.

o Vietnam Veterans of Indian River
 County: Alds veterans in need, partic-
ularly the homeless, assists with ben-
efit claims, and mentors individuats in
the Veterans Treatment Court. VVIRC.

Ofg-

+ Wounded Waters: Takes veferans
and first responders fishing and div-
ing to help them with PTSD ssues.
woundedWaters.org.

« Wreaths Across America: Places
wreaths on veleran graves. Starting

10 aan. Dec. 17, ot Crestlawn, Sebas-
tian Municipal Cemetery and Veterans
semorial Island Sanctudry. Wreaths
,-1.1‘|1mm11r1:i|:n.1rn.:ﬂmw.-s.'u’.*.'%m. =
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St. Helen CCW News

November 2022

November 1st Meeting

As you can tell, the star of our meeting was “Rosie!” Shelly Ferger, the founder of this wonderful
program, was our speaker and explained how hearing and service dogs can improve the quality of life
for people with disabilities. It is only one of five Florida organizations accredited to certify service dogs

for veterans.

On February 4th, 2023, Patriots for Puppies at Pointe West Country Club will benefit the Dogs for Life
programs. Dancing, live music featuring “Jerry and the Dolls.”

Dogs for Life also maintains the off-leash dog park at 1230 16th Ave. Applications are available to all
dogs that are inoculated, neutered, and social.

Eddie Boatwright, husband of CCW Sister Gail Boatwright, is president of Dogs for Life.



4th ANNUAL 1

WALK-A-THON

b:""'ln..;‘; gggri.':l-'f"‘l';:l
ﬁ s 22 A DAY FOR
~ 15 UNACCEPTREBLE
Fremnted_ by MI LITARYNETEMH
T il RFur Goutty, frc SUICIDE AWARENESS

Sunday, November 6, 2022

Registration at 9:00am - Walk starts at 10:00am

2.2 MILE WALK & VETERANS EXPO

Join American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County
for a walk thru Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary

Register online at www.ircgoldstarmoms.org
$35 / person online
$40 / person - day of walk

Riverside Park
Walkers start & ﬁniﬁh-’jﬂi'ihﬁz Grand Pavilion

Coffee & Donuts provided by
The Salvation Army
DJ » Raffles » 50/50 B

~ T-5HIRTS: First 300 online registrants
will recieve a Walk T-shirt. Early pick up (on Fri. 11/4)
at Marine Bank & Trust = 1450 US1
"Day of" T-shiris: 1st come, 1st servel

Proceeds to Benefit:
) michdaleircgoldstarmoms@gmail.com
€) @ircgoldstarmoms

e
Dogs § %’a A s
For Fife R=mll @ MENTAL www.ircgoldstarmoms.org
e s AS ggé{ﬁﬂﬂﬂ O 570-885-2811

HOIMBIAN BIVER COUMTY

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352) within the
state. Regestration does not imply endarsement, approval, or recommendation by the State. Regestration $0THNI348471. Amerlcan Gold Star Mothers of Indian
Rnvar County, Inc. is a non-profit tax-exempt organization as described under Internal Revenue Code 501(c)3. Federal 1D #85-0621175.
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CBS News Coverage

Dogs serving as therapeutic outlet for Vero Beach
police officers

by Dylan Huberman | Thu, November 3rd 2022, €:53 PM EDT ( K

VIEW ALL PHOTOS

Nonprofit organization Dogs for Life brings therapy dogs to Vero Beach police officers twice each week, Nov. 3, 2022,
(WPELC)
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All invited to hear
inspirational PTSD

speaker at Do

To the Editor:

This is an open invitation to all
Veterans, family, friends, sup-
porters and patriots: On Friday,
Nov. 4, at 1:30 p.m., Dogs For
Life will host Guest Speaker Chris
English, at our Training Center,
located at 1230 16th Avenue in
Vero Beach.

An Army Veteran, he served in
Bosnia, Macedonia, Kosovo, Iraq,
and Afghanistan. He retired from
military service in June of 2014.

A sufferer of PTSD, Chris was
able to heal through the help of
Veteran friends and loved ones,
but he was discouraged not to be
able to find assistance through
established health agencies.

In his biography, Chris states:

“In 2017 I started my nonprofit
Texas Hunters for Heroes West
Texas and used many of the same
techniques that helped me to
heal, and to help other Veterans
heal. We take a group of Veter-
ans hunting and fishing, and give
them the much-needed cama-
raderie and a safe place to talk
about their traumas of war.”

In 2018 he received certifica-
tion to become a PTSD instructor
and peer counselor. He then de-

gs For Life

Dogs
For Life

Training Service Dogs
For Veterans

veloped a relationship with PTSD
Foundations of America and can
provide much needed help to
Veteran who suffer from PTSD,
such as the ability to get suffering
Veterans into a private facility to
gain the much-needed help with
the struggles involved with men-
tal health and we are able to do
this while keeping the Veteran'’s
dignity and self-esteem.

Thanks, and | hope to see you
all.

Sincerely,

Shelly Ferger

Founder/CEO/Director of Train-
ing Programs

Dogs For Life

et
PUBLIC NOTICES

VERIFIED

VETERAN VOICE

A weekly newspaper about veterans issues,
organizations, events and our military heroes.

Veteran Voice is published weekly by Veteran Voice, LLC.
‘/ 900 SE Ocean Blvd, STE D232, Stuart, FL 34994

(772) 247-0123 Office

LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING (Martin, 5t Lucie, Indion River & Brevard)
Frankie Agosto or Tori Spoth 407-286-0807
Legal notices may be emailed to: legal@flalegals.com

Phil Galdys
Publisher

Al s B o ome
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Thankful For Our

- |

1OR | MONDAY, JULY 11,

Supporters

20232 | LUMINARIES < 1R | TR EASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Cheryl Marshall (USAF Ret.) with Swift;
Hanten and Pablo Goneslez, Roxanna Hinzman with Stryker, and Steve Defren
(US Army) with Bradley. Fecnorn i LEE o

1

Chance, Judith

Dogs For Life receives support

Shally Farger
Dsasgg T Lifir

VERO BEACH = Judith Hansen a lo-
ciil philanthroplat, who firet sponsared
Roala The Riveter, sponsored & puppy
namad Chance at o recent Dogs For Life
volunteer and donor  appreciation
avent,

Recognlsed st the event were DFL
foster and puppy ralsers for thelr dedi-
cation to the puppy mising program.
Hannon in fully behind this progmemn as

ahe has seen font-hand how these spe-
clally trained dogn are abie 1o glve Inde-
pendence and sell-reliance through legs
that balance, paws that tap buttons, and
comifor thal saves lives

DFL needs more foster homes and
PUpEy miser.

If you are interested o this program,
visit DYLs webalte, open the education-
al tab, and watch the Puppy Rakskng and
Fouter Dogt Program video

You can also make s donation st
dogafolifevb.omg
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Golf Luncheon

Vietham Veterans
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Indian River Community Foundation awarded grants totaling $100,000 to four
nonprofit charitable organizations serving Indian River County. The grants were
awarded from the Community Enrichment Fund, and two of the organizations
receiving funds were: $25,000 to Dogs for Life for Veteran Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder Recovery and Support Group Meetings; and 10,000 to Bike Walk Indian
River County for The Bike Rehab Project. Indian River Community Foundation was
established in 2008 with a mission of building a better community through donor-
driven philanthropy. Visit www.ircommunityfoundation.org to learn more.

Pictured above:

Dogs for Life: Larry Salustro, IRCF Board Member with Rosie; Cynthia Ryan, Executive Director
of Dogs for Life; Brooke Sauserman, IRCF Foundation Assistant with Chance; Chiaka Nwosu,
IRCF Foundation Coordinator with Swift; Toni Hamner, IRCF Board Member; and Shelley Ferger,
CEO of Dogs for Life, with Rufus.

Bike Walk Indian River County: IRCF Board Member Larry Salustro; John Crosby, Amy Banov,

Bob Auwaerter, and Paul Morris all of Bike Walk; IRCF Board Member Toni Hamner; Dave
Hunter, David Cerchie, John Sansburn, Barry Barker, and Larry Luedtke all of Bike Walk.

Visit www.ircommunityfoundation.org to learn more.
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John’s Island Grant

Your Vero Beach Newsweekly

John's Island grants

LR TILED PROM BWGE T

cil has worked with themn for pears,”
added Price.

"It does help that it & a pulbdic-private
partnership, That's the big pan.” sald
Whesler, Sheadded that because of past
redafbonships, thiey musted that Price
s Hubband would be good stewands
of the funds provided 10 them.

Among . the other 25 agency grants
proviced this year, the Ancof Idlen Riv-
er County recelved a langer than ussl
575,000 grant 1o construct a pavilion al
fts st compss For Its day program.

*l realiwe i not housing per se,
bt COVID éxposed all the incned-
lble weaknesses that agencies here
have been trylng to wead carefully,”
said Cramb, noting that the panden-
kc revesled that many agencies had
cramped quarters. “Now having an
outsldes pavibion iz like o house,”

A new agency funded this vear was
the Beonomic Opparmunites Coun-
cil, which recelved o grant to build a
playground at its Dowglas Head Start
Conter in Wabasso, After the site team
yvisitedd, members were so impressed,
sl Wheeber, that they waneed o glve
them the full amount requested.

Erogs for Life recelved & grant for the

firsr tlooe Inva long thme, o cover & gien- |

|| COVID-19 infections rising sharply again here,

orator for the budlding,

“Thede sepdee dops help velternns
and women first responders suffering
from PTSLL, This has nened fivbe @ real
eritical nesd,” said Cramb, “They have
weeekly mysetings for weterns with FTS0D
and weekly meetings for the female first
responders, | kad not appreciated all
the different benefits these dogs can
provide. So, we'ne leaming a lot.”

Youth Salling Foundaton receied
a first-time grant to fund catamarans
fior special needs sailors, ages 16 o 60,
s well as beginner elementary sallors,

*This ks certainly a very varied lise,
wi're Irying to work on all sors of
necds i lndian River County, 'We are
trying harder v make sune that people
are awnre of the Johins Island Founda-
thom,” said Cramb. “We are 8 mone qui-
et gronap, bat that’s part of who e ane
And people are very generous.”

The koahin's Isband Foundaton, which
has provided more than $14 millien o
granis pertaining 1o capital projects
and improvements since 1999, solic-
its donations from reskdents through
a seasonal compaign letter, Wheeler
credits Emdly Shevvonod for establish-
ing a Foundation Leadership Circle,
whose members donate $5,000 o
moee, and whi pow account for well
over balf the money they mise. @

A BUILDER FOR YOUR

' but hospitalizations remain relatively low

/]

Mew COVID-19 Infections here re-
ported 1o the Florkda Department of
Health more than doubled over the
past wieek, golng from 90 cases to 166
casiss, and the eountywide case posi-

| Y LTSS ZAMMER

riviry rate rose 61 percent in a single

| week, with 7.9 percent of people being

geste] mow bebnp found positive

In the past four weeks, the avemapge
number of new daily infections report-
e b hus e than iripded from 8.5
for 26,5 cases, thanks to the spread of the
B2 or “stealth Omicron” variant thats
taken hold in the MNortheasrern United
Samtes and |s spreading to Florda

Stntewide, Florida is still in the green
zone for line copmununbty transmission,
aceording to the COC's critera, but cas-
&5 rose 32 pencend in & single week, froan
15,529 i 20,680 a3 of Friday's repont. In
mid-Manch. the whole state reporied

B tuseer B 000 and 9,000 et cases pey
wieek,
Increasingly popudar n-hoome rapid

[OUR ONE O

tests are the big pnknown factor in o
officid] case umbers, as peoplo wi
pest posltive on DY test kits typically «
not mepant these results o the Flord

it of Health, These coses |
umrecorded unless the ndividuals s
medical atbention, of must repon i
illness dhue 1o thedr job or school atte
dance,

In-twomar tests kite can be obtalns
free ol charpe throgh a ULS Postinl S
vice website, plus most private sy
ANCE CATiens Cover of redmburse met
bers for the purchase of these kits,

The CDC reports four hosplializ
thons of COVID-posithve pathents e
over the past week, and abght COVI
positive people wene hospitalized
Cleveland Clinic Indian River Hospl
s of Monday, up from sever.

The Schonl District of Indian Kiv
County reported 13 pesy COVID-19
fections last week, all of among puky
gevon] stupdente, Private and chart
school case duta is no konger availal
to the general public.

With the anowiied migration north
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 John’s Island Foundation brings in
record $1.1 million to fund grants

BY MARY SCHENKEL

Staff Writer

The John’s Island Founda-
tion raised a record $1.1 mil-

lion from its philanthropic

membership this year and

thus was able to not only ful-

John’s Island grants i

ing impact the pandemic continues
to have on lower-income families,
particularly the increasing scarcity
of affordable housing in Indian River
County.

Therefore, when a $100,000 grant re-
quest came in from the Coalition for At-
tainable Homes to build a 3,300-square-
foot wriplex in Gifford, on land donated
by the county, the foundation knew
it could make a difference. With two
three-bedroom/two bath units, and
one two-bedroom/one bath unit, the
triplex will house three families.

The project is being overseen by two
women who for years have tackled the
affordable housing crisis in Indian River
County: Julianne Price, president of the
Coalition for Attainable Homes, was a
founding member of Every Dream Has
a Price, which merged with the Coali-
tion; and Louise Hubbard, the longtime
executive director of the Treasure Coast
Homeless Services Council, who wrote
the grant request on behalf of the coali-
tion.

“They ok us to the plot it was go-
ing to be built on, and then drove us
around to one or two of their other
houses, and we all realized the oppor-
tunity here,” said Cramb. “We looked

at this project and we realized that the
John's Island Foundation had the op-
portunity, because we had Benerous

e

fill, but in fact double, one of

its largest grants ever.

Grant co-chairs Francie
Cramb and Margie Wheeler
posit the increase in dona-
tions by John’s Island residents
to their grasp of the devastat-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

donors and considerable funds, to
make a real impact.”

Knowing that Price and Hubbard
would have to go elsewhere to fund
contingency fees and outfit the inside,
they received board approval to in-
crease the grant to $200,000.

“That is the biggest we've ever grant-
ed. But these two women are working
so hard right now, with placing people
who have been evicted,” said Wheeler.
“The right thing was to really help them
with this project.”

Because of its uniqueness, the John's
Island Foundation board agreed that
it should be an entirely separate grant
entity.

The new McCabe Leadership Grant
is named in honor of the late visionary
philanthropist Eleonora (Ellie) McCabe,
who in 1999, seeing that no funders were
addressing agency capital expenditures,
founded the John's Island Foundation,
This new grant will be used for special
mission-based projects with a signifi-
cant impact and long-term benefits.

“The John's Island Foundation has
come up with the most support we've
ever received for development of af.
fordable housing in this county. We've
never gotten thart kind of money from
local foundations.” said Hubbard, “This
i::.:-: project that's a local commitment 1o
doing something for this community
that comes from their efforts.”

“It's a partnership, because Every
Dream and Homeless Services Coun-

CONTINUED ON paAGE 15
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

cil has worked with them for years,”
added Price.

“It does help that it is a public- private
partmership. Thats the big part,” said
Wheeler. She added that because of past
relationships, they trusted that Price
and Hubbard would be good stewards
of the funds provided to them.

Among the other 25 agency granits
provided this year, the Arc of Indian Riv-
er County received a larger than usual
$75,000 grant to construct a pavilion at
its west campus for its day program.

“I realize it's not housing per se,
but COVID exposed all the incred-
ible weaknesses that agencies here
have been trying to tread carefully,”
said Cramb, noting that the pandem-
ic revealed that many agencies had
cramped quarters. “Now having an
outside pavilion is like a house.”

A new agency funded this year was
the Fconomic Opportunities Coun-
cil, which received a grant to build a

playground at its Douglas Head Start
Center in Wabasso. After the site team
visited, members were so impressed,
said Wheeler, that they wanted to give
them the full amount requested.

Dogs for Life received a grant for the

Vero Beach 32963 / April 28, 2022

first time in a long time, to cover agen- |

erator for the building,

“These service dogs help veterans |

and women first responders suffering
from PTSD. This has turned into a real
critical need,” said Cramb. “They have
weekly meetings for veterans with PISD
and weekly meetings for the female first
responders, 1 had not appreciated all
the differenit benefits these dogs can
provide. So, we're learning a lot.”

Youth Sailing Foundation received
a first-time grant to fund catamarans
for special needs sailors, ages 16 to 60,
as well as beginner elementary sailors.

“This is certainly a very varied list;
were trying to work on all sorts of
needs in Indian River County. We are
trying harder to make sure that people
are aware of the Johns Island Founda-
tion,” said Cramb. “We are a more qui-
et group, but that’s part of who we are.
And people are very generous.”

The John's Island Foundation, which
has provided more than $14 million in
grants pertaining to capital projects
and improvements since 1999, solic-
its donations from residents through
a seasonal campaign letter. Wheeler
credits Emily Sherwood for establish-
ing a Foundation Leadership Circle,
whose members donate $5,000 or
more, and who now account for well
over half the money they raise. ®




— THE SCENE

Cause & Eftect

FUNDRAISERS & CULTURAL EVENTS ADVANCE THE WORK OF LOCAL NONPROFITS

GOLD STAR WALK-A-THON

AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS OF IRC

The American Gold Star Mothers of Indian River County held their third
annual Walk-A-Thon for Military Suicide Awareness at Riverside Park in
November. The 2.2-mile event, which passes through Veterans Memorial
Island Sanctuary, calls to mind the heartbreaking statistic of 22 veterans
and active service members who die by suicide each day. Proceeds from
the Walk-A-Then help fund PTSD groups at Dogs for Life and the Mental
Health Association in Indian River County and support the work of Next
Generation Veterans of Indian River County.

Roma Anderson, Tammy Thurber, Michelle Dale, Kathi Schumann,
and Diana D’Angelo

LEE ORRE

JY80 331

Michael Wright, a veteran facilitator at Dogs for Life and MHAIRC, The walk gets underway.
addresses the assembly.

LEE ORRE

The Wall of Valor represents local Gold Star Mothers' sons and Doug Klock, Chuck Gerrald, Amy Wagner, Angela Guzenski, Michelle
daughters who died while serving in the U.S. armed forces. Dale, Shelly Ferger, and Cynthia Ryan attend the check presentation.
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PETS

HL Dog Buddies!

It's always fun doin’ an innerview at
the Dogs for Life dog park - kinda brings
me back to my puppyhood, you know?
Miss Maya Sussman and her Mom, Su-
san, were already hangin’ outin the Little
Diog Section when me an my assistant ar-
rived.

Maya — a Malti-Poo — was busy flyin’
back an forth along the fenceline between
the Liddle Dog an the Big Dog Sections: a
puh-teet, black, 7.8-pound tornado total-
Iy keepin’ up with a pooch running along
the fence on the other side - Scout - who
was at least 4 times her size.

As my assistant and Maya's Mom got
comftubble under the shady tree cano-
pv, Maya, not the teeniest bit shy or aa-
pree-HEN-sive, trotted up for the Wag-
an-Sniff, She was perky an frenly, with a
confident, bouncy prance. An she wasn’t
even out of breath, far as I could tell.

“Ah, youth,” I thought to myself, a lid-
dle wistfully. “Good morning, Miss Maya.
You we're sure givin' that big poocha run
for his Pupperoni!”

She laughed. “Hello, Mr. Bonzo! 1LOVE
runnin’ with the Big Dogs! Keeps me on
my game, One time [ squiggled through
the gate into the Big Dog section. So they
hadda make the gap smaller. Oh, an you
can call me MyMy like Mommy does. An
I'll call you Bonz, if that's OK."

“Totally,” I replied. “Absolutely! We can
sit here in the shade while you tell me
your tail, how "bourt?”

Cha hnmad ontn her Mom's lan. “Per-

ZERVED, if you can buh-leeve it. I didn't
bark for the longest time. [ mean, I didn't
have anything to bark about. Everything
was grrreat. Mommy was grrreat. [ was
just checkin' stuff out. 1 was so leeny,
Mommy fed me By Hand. I slept with her
right away, of course, an she was always
afraid she was gonna smush me or step
onme.

“I learned about Doing my Duty very
quickly. Mommy got me those PP pads,
(But sometimes at first, 1 used a spot that
only looked like one but wasn't) PLUS,
I'm very fass-TIDDY-us so now, when |
hafta do No, 1, 1 stand on my front paws
anly, so 1 don't get my back paws all, you
know, damp, It's like what humans call a
handstand, Mommy says.”

| was speechless.

“Anyway, one morning, | was snuggled
under the covers still, dreamin’ about
bunnies or something, an there was this
Big Noise. It startled me. Then | ree-lized
it was ME. I had barked. | tried it a few
more times, I'm not barky like some of
those annoyin’ liddle pooches who yap
from dawn to dust. I only perform on re-
quest. So, wanna hear me sing?”

“Sure," | replied. “Whaddya sing?”

“Happy Birthday, mostly. Ready? Here

EOEs.

MyMy’s Mommy stood in front of her
like a cun-DUCK-ter and MyMy began.
It was uh-MAY-zing. All the humans in
the Dog Park turned to look. Some of the
other dogs joined in on the high notes.
MyMy had a Very Big Voice, with a truly
memorable “ahhh-ROO000!

“Woof. MyvMy, that was Totally Crispy

Lucy an Haus at Sunshine
Fur-nuh-chur, Hey, theres
Muffin now! HI, MUFFINZ" |

“Hi, Maya! "Sup?”

A black-an-white Austra-
lian Shepherd ran over for |
a Wag-N-Sniff; MyMy in-
troduced us, then Muffin
zipped off to play, an MyMy
hopped back onto her Mom-
my's lap.

*l did meet a cat once,”
she mused. "ME-uh. She |
buh-longs to my stepdad
Daryl. Since my name’s MY-
uh, it got liddle confusing. I |
was just liddle, an ME-uh | &

was bigger than me, PLUS 1;_1___..-5-,-"
she had claws. 1 was scared '.""' i

of her. 1 guess you could
call us Fren-uh-mees.” '

Suddenly she jumped down again, a
alert. “Ooooh. Look!” she pointed across
the field. A gold-colored poo-mix-lookin’
pooch had grabbed a hat from one of the
humans an was racin’ all over the place,
leapin’ around, shakin' the hat, havin' a
grreat time, The humans were mostly
\affin’, even the hatless man. Finally, the
hat was retrieved, the excitement subsid-
ed, an MyMy returned to her Mommy's
lap to continue her tail.

“Where was I? Oh, yes, [ love playin’
with my frens! Dogs AN humans. "Spe-
cially human kids. My human Besties
are Gracyn an Grady; an Calliean Parker.
Mommy's their Nanny. An guess what?
Me an Gracyn have the Same Birthday
— Dec. & Isn't that SO Cool Kibblest 1

"» Oh ‘MyMy,” is Bonz ever a fan of this Malti-Puu

him and one for me one time an, [ woo
you not, it was the most duh-LISHLE
thing 1 EVER put in my mouth. Noy
Mommy cooks for me. All in all, [ hav
The Best Life! Just us grrrls. I'm a huck
poocheroo.”

The hour had zipped by. | closed m
notebook.

“Come back when you're not workis
an we can plav!” she called, flyin’ off int
the field to run with the Big Dogs.

Heading home 1 was thinkin' abo
MyMy, the fearless social budderfly. An
about fil-LAY min-YON. I wonder whi
my chances would be ...

Till next time,
"I_'1nﬂ-'|:-" Ala —F "'.-.'.
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PETS

Hi Dog BuddLes!

Occastonally, 1 haif o sternly remindd
mysalf that I'm a Tatally Happy Baich-
IELThhw#medlhmEIimE.ThEE
week’s innerviewes, Maggie Firth, is &
statue-ESE, purcbred cab latie-colored
mmmmmmupmm,a

hatreut which shows off
her stellar con-for-MAY-shun, cocoa-
colored fuffy top-not, sarsand tail-pom;
the rest, lirthe curls of cream nid coonm
Even though Miss Maggie's a fancy pure-
b, she's no snobnose.

S0, when 1 learned her Furiver Hinme
was her fourth {an she’s not Even ohe
s haft), | was ke “Wha-ati”

She trotted up with her Mom t greel
me @n my assistent. Actunlly, it was a
graceful prance, like those white, danc-

gt borsess.

=1t b SUICH a PLEH-zure to make your
uh-QUAIN-tunce, Mr, Bonzod™ ahie saidl,
gazing at me with het big brown eyes.
=p'ye heard So Much about you, Please,
[0} comie i, Warm your paws. We can
sit hvere by the fireplace.”

My paws, as a mtves of fact, fielt like
thizy were glued to the floor. *1, ummm.
errr .. | mumbled suavely, forclig my
gaze away from her long, graceful snout
and cocna-coinred nase,

1 finally got my paws to move, shook
thet fuff out of my head, and retrieved
my notebook, which hiied somehiow fall-
en tio the floor,

“I¥s totally my pleasare. Lovely place
you have.”

“Why thank you" she sald sweetly.
*lhis fs my Furever Mam, Kerry. Just
make yoursehes comif-rubble, an let me
Know whven o begln.”

*"Ready whemever you are, Miss Mag:
gie.” | said in my Serkous
Vobce.

After daintily accepting a snack from

the depths of oy assistant’s satchel,

she sat gracelully and began.

“Not long ago, Mom lost her §
beloved  16-year-old Maltess,
Meeka, At the time, Moms
dmugliter Sheana and her dog
fear were living here with
sam, which helped fill the
Loneliness Yoid. But when they
maoved elsewhere, Mom began
to think about scquiring an-
other dog. She was pic-shuring
a pooch that was middie size;
not a puppy; didn't shed; an a
rescue cui that's what she's ]
atways had. So, as Mom put
t, shee threw the idea out into
thi Universe. (I'm not certaln,
but 1 think that's a huge. blg, gi-GAN-Tic
space that can hold everything else in i,
like pillows an water an (hots, a0 il's mot
mmcmwdﬁd,lt‘s:humnming,m..a'

Mate to Self: Google Universe. Maggie
continued.

“As a just-weaned pappy, | was pur
chased by a lady on the other side of the
ctate who thought she wamnted to raise

b, when Twas about 8 months
old, changed her mind, So she put my
pickshur an bio oo 8 Pon Relwoiming
Wil

=THEN, Mom's Very Good Frens an
May-bors, Marc an Sue wio alrendy had
two Standard Poos: Bo an Sissy), sow Iy
irresistile pickshur an decided to by
me for Mae's Mom, who'd alwmys udd-
MY-erred Bo an Sissy.

“j1 WLIDDA been Totally Swell excepl
for one teensy lite thing: 1 am a puppy
with Tons of Energy an I LOVE playing

MUD, which T'd
cams in from playin’. Which was A LoT
¢y KEEP UP WITH. So, long tail shorl,
1 ended up back with Mare, Sue, Bo an

'\r-'T-u ot along Grrreat]  Howewer,
THREE big Inner-JED-ick, playful poa-

' Bonz melts over magnificent Maggie, @ Standard Poo

dies was ONE TOO MANY POODLES.
Next lime Mom saw Marc, Sue, Bo an
Sissy out walkin', ghe realized there was
an extra poo: ME!

*Here's (he Crispy Biscuits part: Altho
1Hmw;mh-rhﬂumiml’lh.
“THAT'S MY FUREVER MOMT | stuck
mynm:w:mﬂmumﬂpntm:. Ay
she DI, Wi Totadly Had A Moment. The
very next morning Marc said to Mom,
‘L mim, 1 wonder whether youd fike o
adopt Maggie?’ An Mom said, "YESSS
Muddy Paws an alll’ An just likee that 1
hadda Furever Home.”

“what @ Wonderful Tail, Miss Mag-

Ii

= KNOW! Mom says it's a WinWin-
Win: She got a bew-dee-ful new com-
pan-yun (MEL: Mare, Sue an my Besties
fho an Sissy can visit any time; an [ ol
my Furever Mom. Full disclosure, | kove
beln’a {slightly) Spoiled Only Dog.

=an ahout that Muddy Paws Thing: it
still happens, of course, bt Mom found
this uh-MAY-ing Muddy Dog Feet
Cleaner thingy that looks like a 1ndlet
ol hrush inna plastic can with waler
i i1,

“Now, whenever | get Mudidy Paws, 1
gnrl.ghnuhmmunlhemﬂhcm}hdda
llmmlngj'anhﬂpanuittﬂ:m W

atta time bn it an whoosh it aroand.
It anty tickles a liddle bit an WAAA-
LAAA, N Ml Faws, Here,
111 shiow you!”

She demonstrated. It worked! An
it tatally did book ke a poiler ]

brush.

“=7gll me about your pooch paks. An
what you do for fun,” | suggested.

“puws Down, my fave thing’s cha-
sin’' ducks, | never catch ‘em, tho. An
playin’ balll An chewin’ my stufy
chipmunk an my pink rubber squeaky
pig | have tans of pooch pals at the
Dog, Park. An 1 love takin® classes at
Elite Training. Even though it’s schoal.
jt's WAY FLIN.

“Rao, Sissy an Bear are my Besties;
but, over at Bo an Skssy’s house thene's
also Pickles an Stella. Before them. 1
dicin't know there were pets who weren' T
dops. Did you? Pickles Is & Cockatoa,
that’s & fancy bind with feathers instead
af fur. Stella’s a big cal. First cal | awer
knew. Have you ever met a caf? They're
ks TEERY-us. | think she likes e but
I'm riod fotilly sure.

“At night, 1 snuggle in Mom's nice big
myhed.h{umhns:mdk:nnmanl
siretch out in the rest cuzea my bong begs.
I'm such a fortunate grrel, M. Bonzo.”

The howr had raced by. Headin' hom,
1 waas thinkin' how Muddy Paws had led
Maggie to her Furever Madm. 1 guess The
Universe has a sense of Huomar,

Till pvect thme,

The BonZ
Don't Be Shy

\We are always looking for pets
with interesting stories.
Tosetup aninterview, email
hanzathecolumnist@gmail.com.
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