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Gunny Checks In

Dogs
Fn%

Gunnery Sergeant
“Gunny”
Assistance Dog In Training
December 2015

by First few week at DFL, I'm onfy 5 months old here. I'm with my Trainer & Foster Mother L A., and ry friend DFL
Trainer Lisa holding Shelly's Dog “Sunny” and my "Live-in® dog friend named Qarel. Darel is 3 DFL Cartified Service
D for my Fostor Mom. He said he would teach me everything he knows|

Ble agnin with my trainers and Darel, we're 2t an event in Vero Beach, FL that honored the 9711 First Responders
Frowen Mepww York City.

This is me today with my Best Bud Darel. I'm 8 months old and learning all | need to
Best Service Dog in the World.

Thank you for helping me to be all | can be. ™ Love Gunn



NOTE CARDS
Veterans’ Service Dogs

| Improving the lives for our heroes
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Perfect Christmas Gifts for Friends and Family
On Sale at Dogs For Life Training & Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32560
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‘Who rescued who?’ Vet's wife pens
‘tail’ of unique service dog

~ | James and Dawn

et Pl i, Mer
mkempen@vetdanvoicewsekly.com ‘service dog,

stand near their
home in Vero

aften unwanted extra
s e Beach.

member in many & military
— PTSD. To say it's a challenge,
both fo

veleran and those

W HIdGL iy
Fm-gcr s teﬂm mﬂkes the l:lE-
cigion based on in-home tests,

Abum a later, the Taylors

adopted Fia. such as dropping things to gauge v
“We adopwd her io kﬂgﬁrdﬂmct a dog’s reaction to loud noises.
l;umpﬂ;‘qr{;f Dawn said i tﬁ ﬂﬁ “Shelly was hesitanl, because

ghe's an unusual breed for it, bt
she said az long as we were dedi-
cated, it could work.”

enrollad Pia in basic
‘at Pet Smart and then

ndw.n-ml training, which was James began speaking at en-
mmhﬂ mﬁp f;;,-;tisehrguf Fﬁ# gagements with Pia Fia, Hﬂdﬂl‘}'
Dmmmmvemsmh e ad ik e
“We took Pia Pia to see Shelly, i

and to see if she could be trained

EI mhnt in F:,yet'tnru'ﬂle. N.C.,
asked Dawn to give a presenta-
tion to her class on Pia Pia and
James,

“Tt went really, really well,” Dawn
said, *The kids were riveted.

“My sister and [ joked about
writing a boolk, I decided to write
a journal. [ wanted to not just
write aboul our experiences, but
| also to educate people on how
important service dogs can be for
veterans.”

The journal evelved into the
|| book, which is -categorized as a
I :h:]dn'«n s book, but Dawn said
adults enjoy il just as well.

“1 had met lots of authors of chil-
dren's be who told me to put
itin g — that people would

iate it,” she said.
thought, well, I might as well
try it.”

The book, whose illustrations
Dawn also drew, began to be

i up on social media among

ds and family. It's now ong
of the chief marketing outlets for
the bock, though the publisher,
Author House, is marketing it as
well,

“My best critics were my par- ; ' ;
ents,” Stan and Ann Orvel, Photo by Brittany Lee
| Clearwater. “The book definitely mmﬂ“md“ ‘reads’ & book written by Dawn Taylor, whose husband,

passed the parent test, James, an Army combat veteran, relles on her to help him cope with PTSD.
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M ANIMALS

Eauer Research Foaundatian om-
gaipes in resaarch studies that do
mot Invahve the wse of animals but
which ¢an make a huge difference
ir imgrowing animel and hiumies
hiealth,

wiw bausrreseanch.ong

Bark Park is thi aff-leash dog
park in Sebastian with an apst
ares whees mans bast friends fiy
like tha wird. Set-psade spuacet
socormmeclate Shy 'i.l'l"lH'dI!-;E and
Larger “CusomeTs.”

v st ban b i pus o am

Dogs fer Lile inc, providas i
inig far diogs To assist people with
Frearing or mobdity issiies, as wall
an peprpars With post raumatic
SIFRER FERUER

ey dogrforlifeybang

BLALLO, No Kill Rescwe bakes i
and adomibs ouit e than |,500
grirmals annually, helping them
find a Yurever® home,

e haluresgusaflong

Thie Humane Society of Varo
fimach & Indiam River County’s
"Ooen door, Opsn Hear” shalber
accephs all animals, regardless of
age, health, behaviar or adaptabi
Iy wme Fring ong

The National Eleghast Center n
Felemene i bame to Morth Amer-
can slephantin nead of shart and
lang-1erm haahh care.

s matianalelephantoenieeorg

Vero Beach Dog Park, the off-
anh park along the indian Rives

Lagoon, has phety 4l mimning and
thasiryg space Tor our four-pawed
friends ft's a-sooal time for 1heir
CANTIETY
wwrivernbeachdogpark.omg

ARTS AND
CULTURE

The Academy Far the Performing
Arts offers vocal snd instrurnen
1ol irstruction and pesformance
appartunities for all ages.

AW ACACETTY R LD

Thie Athantic Chikdren's Chorala is
a wifacl choir that develops the irr
dividhual's potertisl o & high lavel
of vwocal Jechnique whike explanng
challenging repertore
wrraatianticchiklrenschomle o

The Atlantic Classicad Orchestra
encoursges ard ultivabes the ap-
preciatian of dassical symphanic
music by presenticsg performances
pd thes higghist artiste bevel

sy atlanticchassicalorchestracom

fall#t Vare Boach promotes
the at of dance as a universal
larguage in our commen ity
ard beyond with performances

throasghown the yoad.
weacn baletverobeacin ong

Tha Cultural Councll of Indian
Aiwer County proenates public
awamonass of the many availabla
cultural opportunities throughout
e caimenniby
wsrarculbural-< gl ang

The Gifard Youtk Dirchistra
provices scuzabion, Erahing and
on-stage stage px{wrisms i tho
peer for mireg arts through msic
"More Vicling, Less Vi kenoo, Bettes |
Tomes rerms”

WL gyDEgETong

Thee Indian Biver Symphonic |'

Aszociation ssaks 1o being the
ward’s finest orchestras and
ooy 1o Vard Beach. They ve
Sarpeeced.

Ny A T TR D O D

Robverside Childran’s Thaatre
affers affordable performing s
esperences ard aulrsach Lo ares
chikirer. Thia youthhul enthursasm '
and tabet |5 something bo s,
vy, vl reclietheatre com

Treasure Coast Chorale mombers
shdie Chieir Ipve ano enloymmerd of
choral music with four aremusl pres-
farmances &t First Baptist Church
ol Wi Biao

vavewi breasurecoasichordaong |
Thie Treasure Coast Jaxr Sackety
encourages the parormance, pro-
el ard preservation of jaee, I
Wy, o acey el iy OF D

The Vero Beach Art Club fosters
the apgiecsation of ar and artetic”
grawth through eshibitons ard |
educalicnal opportanites.
wiwrsl verabeachartslubcrg
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cmincil packs its
‘December agenda

ETAFF VWHRITER

m

Reports, tributes and
bonuses were just some of the
iteme packed inte a alzable
agenda at the Dec. 2 mesting of
the Veterans Council of Indian
River County.

This bustiing council lists more
than 20 member arganizations,
and dozens of puxiliary mem-
bers, like Dogs For Lile, Vero
Beach. All were brought up to
spesd on & wide variety of activ-
iligs,

Om Nov, 14, Velda Ford, Vero
Beach, held its annual Car Shorw
in tribuoe to vererans. General
Manager Wovne Zwick wnas there
to afthounce that more than
$4,000 was raised to help the
council help veterans.

“We had a ball,” he said, “We
had abouat 304 cars this year,
which was up from last year. ®

Teenager Austin Berwick, Vern

Beach, was given & certificate
hoaoring his more than 1,000
voluntesr hours over 3 vears for
the council,

Sgt. Joe Aballo, Indian Kiver

County Sheriffs Office, warned
council members about the pe-
rennial uniformed charity seak-
ers.

“We take this very, very serious-
Iy,” b saicl. "I youl ses someone
suspect, please call me at (772)

R ™ . . s ¢

i — .
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Staff photo by Mary Kemper

The Dac. 3 monthly meeting of the Indian River Veterans Coundil was attended by

more than 20 member organizations and at keast 3 dozen suxlliary membsers, including

Dags For Life, Wero Beadh, Shown are, from left, trainers Liss Snyoorskl, with service

W:ﬁmm and LA., a formear law enhﬂ:ament afficial, with retired service
Crarel
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COUNCIL from page 2

providing the hard-working men
some extra holiday cheer.

Curtle Paulizin of the [tal-
ian-American Veterans told ;_I'.hz
council that an anenymous do-
atrly ed him and wanted
to donate a late-model van to the
council. "Well make sure it goes
try @ needy vet,” he sand.

The councll's recent “Opera-
tion Enduring Laughter™ come-
dy ahow drew 98 veterans and
their families. 1t was designed 1o
reach oUl Lo younger velerans
as part of the council’s Vetersans
Outreach Program, which con-
fecis veterans to needed bene-
fits and local rescarces.

For the next 3 weeks, the
council’s Victory Center Military
Store, Indian River Mall, will
open on Sundays. One item to
tempt gift-glvers i a new-stvie
flag pole, which telescopes from
7 to 20 feet and has a rotating
mechanism that allows the flag

it S

978-9997,7

Mike Strickland, of Patriot Pro-
ductions, announced & Mill-
tary Expo and Gun Show Feb. 6
and T at the Indian River County
Fairgrounds. His company part-
ners with charitles like veterans'
organizations io help them roise
lunds by manning booths at the
event,

As part of the council's Upward
American Veterans program, it
was announced that o hoose,
undergalng renovation, will scon
be ready to become a home for
a needy veteran and his famiby,
and that six more are on the
waiting list. It is expected that
the re-homing project will be
campleted by June 2016,

Down the road, there ace plans
to bulld & veterans” retirement I

community for veterans and
their familles barvely scraping
a living on disability or Social
Security benefits.

A pep rally at Vero Beach High
School is planned specially to
homor veterans, to ake place
at & a.m. Dec. 17 at the high
achool campus,

A hat was passed for dona-
tkons for holiday bonuses for
the council’s 4-man driver stafl,
which takes veterans to West
Palm Beach VA Medical Center
and back. By meeting's end, a
litthe over $300 was collected,

See COUNCIL page 7

ERAN VOICE = THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE » DECEMBER 10, 2015 »

B~
not to become caught on its
lanyard.

Veteran Rob Meding, a repre-
sentative of U.5. Rep, Hill Posey
thanked the council members
*for all the great things you do
— wour ard by far one of the best
[councils] in the state.

“Give yourselves ludos.®

Indian River County Com-
missioner Joe Fleischer, who
attends every council meeting
with few exceptions, echoed tha
staterment,

“Everything you do ripples
out b the comrmunity & hon-
dred-fold,” he said. “God bless
you — you've earned a very hap
Py holiday ®

The Vergrans Council of Indi-
an River Couniy meets the first
Wednesday of each movnth af
1:30 p.m. af the Indian River
County Admimestratioe Complex,
Bullding B. For mare information

contact Catherine Coddell oot
(FF2) 226-0191.

il g
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TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS

e cannot abandon them now’
Veteran organizations are

| VEROD BEACH-INDIAN RIVER NEWSWEEKLYNAME

banding together &

to provide homes for thos?e who served

ly Fran Foster
The anmaakl:-.r

is just one example

where servicemen are

~ Despite the efforts of  deser 5 The

many, there are home-
lu:mnsinlndim

;nd :lrive af
sumﬂa our local sup-
port organizations,
o hove € phis o calt

ave a toc
home.
The Veteran House,
located on Old Dixie
.nghway in Vero Beach,

is up&rate bytbe?mtv-'

nam Veterans of Indian
River County and hous-
es four men.

Each individual has
served his country and

each has a compelling

story like so many others

in our commumt}r
Their plight is a re-

minder approaching

Veteran’s Day we have

the o ' to sup-
port th wbﬂ ve put
. harm’s

back in 3010 tharu were

thire county. i
e

“I have been all over

our country and there

are homeless vets ev-

erywhere, for various

reasons,” he says. “We
turned up 38 veterans
living i woods.”

« Diaz;: nngmthpres—
ident of the Vietnam
Veterans of IRC, Tim

tingale, decided to
provide huusm,g for all
those seeking shelter.
They knew benefits
were avmlahle and they

Tim Nightingale.

| Wednesday, Novernber 4, 2015 |

Q”

Vietnam ‘I.i"’&temns of IHG Sﬂnratary\ftc Diaz and Prﬂi&dam

waoed uesdag, | u0gesdes M T0VS

g o EI;‘ﬂ_l;'ljn oy g UFtuﬂd.ﬁﬂ'l'-lq.i

VETERANS

FHETTI Y PR b -
cﬂmmmnﬂ-m ez o O e
Jimi Spercer,

Malaok Lobianco,
frarm 1

and Every Dream Has @
Price.

[Each orgamization of-
fers its own expertise

be andy
mhﬁlhm
All money colliseriad

in Indinn River County
stoys right here.

The Veteran Hosa,
Incated at 955 Od Drixse
Hwy., Is a perfect ox-
il of how [daz and

ensure local
yeterans have a place to
call home

“¥ou should have secn

¥ pays
ﬂ&il% a Vietmm

vl who offered his skills
s a tradesman to get tha

Imnninuj:ﬁ_nlmg They

Fravs Alnar, Mas Corponter,

ber, USAF veteran Neil
Carpenter and A
vateran Cato Du Bois
Hve topether. Ench has
his own room with cable
television and shared

CAMTIITHIM Apaits.

Alber mnﬁe;s&:mthﬂ
ficer ALIEAr
fﬁ tnsulin h:ﬂ.!]!uﬂl:

nght Earﬁf:mr makes
tgh there

geauumbemmudu—

Hemgoe T

Th drugs, no
drlnﬁ?ﬁmmm

nssist them -.ny'"mr

OECoSEAT Y-
"We have helped
3] veterans under the

H'LTI'I'--‘IHLEI-I m

!-l:'il:d'l;lP
eyy but hnp-!hl]y e

, can pet more. This was

i oro Boaoh, Sol A0
Dimz anes Tim Hightingala,

isn't over yet."
'ﬂ.l’l-uflluln-.:—:_lnﬁ-
nizations try (o
nate efort te nwale sure
is hoisad, for

¢ instance the ba-

bullt infl

Place, A property

I:-l].1.1t Ind then -.:
their "-."A. b:u-:ﬁl:s nd
then jobs if
m&?rmm:tl_ mﬂﬂ
patible to live topet
and sup each other.
We in & hatd up,
ot & hand eat,” Diax em-
phasizes.

There i:tEIII:.|!|.|L;| work to
be done in this onpoing
battle w provide help to
weterans 1o need,

For Instance. the
rwmers of the Breath of
Hemvien Mintsaries oose
is .:-nul-:hrI:,; aﬂ]mt
the %
pﬂnﬁdmhwﬂ:m

arc five vetering
On & Wa Tist for the
izifford d

Some veterans have
memntal iflnesses that can
make providing assis-
tance i challenge. Othe

wanted to make surethe we cannﬂtabandonthem assistance from other
servicemen received all now.” , local organizations
they were due. Vi such as the Veteran's -

As Diaz tim:rmﬁce«i out, A big clean-up Council of Indian River
“We needed them to deﬂ The work began '
fend our country then, person by person with See VETERAN, 18

PR 0l
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VETERAN =
from 18

ers have succumbed (o
drug and skcohal abuse
and refuse akdistance,’
’ ““1#9 still suifer
T L and regmire
along-term aesistance to
et back an their feet.
Diaz descrited a par-
ticular veteran who
sufiered from PTSD

and couldn't keep a job
orfind a balance in his

life,

Through a bot of hazd
wiork over the past six
years, this vetefan has
fecerved proper medi-
a3l treatment. I8 em-
ployed full-time, rec-
onciled with his wife
and children and now

SERVICE DOGS FOR VETS

Vitaran Jim Taylar with his hearing assistonoe dog Plo Pig

lives in a three-bed-
room hisme,

“T'here {5 no reason
that we should have

homeless
living In Indian Rives

vyeferans

County,” Diaz insists.
Diaz and Nightin-
gale are not gi up
on those that need a
band up, They may be
retived, but they con-

Dogs For Liferecognizedby  muwsecoo

Veterans Administration

By Suey Frecem

Dogs For Life (DFL). is one of only four Assis-
tameDngTrm':hin_gmgmlnﬁnmﬁiﬂu#bf
Florida recognized by the Veterans Administra-
tiom to certify Service Dogs for Veterans,

As stated in the Federal Register, “Service dogs
must be certified by ADLor International Guide
Diog Federation for veterans with visual, hear
mg,md:mhlm{biﬂnm&mmmm
benefits,”

DFLs prestigious ADIL accreditation enables
mmﬂiﬂ&dﬂgﬁmﬂer‘umandmim?ﬁﬂ‘iﬂ-
ties, and our dogs' owners are eligible to receive
henefits. Dogs trained by other organizations do
not have these privileges.

Cur dogs have been turning lives around since
2001 becanse they enrich people’s fives — provid-
ing ears that hear smoke alarms, paws that tap
911 buttons for emergency and legs that provide
access o an unseen world,

The fastest growing need for service dogs is
in Florida, and it is for the brave military men
and women who served our country! More than
Eﬂi,ﬂﬂﬂfﬁﬁeramci&fghmmnﬁndh:qahm?

claim Florida as their home of record. More than
80,000 veterans will retire to Florida in the next
EWO YEars.

Extrapolating national VA numbers, the news
is grim for our new residents:

m 3 in 10 will have a service-related disability

w10 percent will suffer from the effects of
PTSD :

w50 percent of those with TS0 will not seck
treatment

w19 percent will report PTSD symptoms clas-
sified as "serious functional impairment”

w One-third of Florida's adult homeless are Vel
prans, and 45 percent of them will suffer from
mental illness

m Florida is home to the highest mumber of am-
putees from the Gulf War-Era wars

DFL is committed to capitalizing on our 12
yeirs of experience to trainservice dogs for these
Florida veterans in need.

1f you know has nieed for these servicesor you
would like to support DFL's mission, please call
T72-567-6989, email dogsforlifevh@bellsouth,
net or visit DogsForLifeVB.org,
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PHILANTHROPISTS OF THE DECADE

— — T

————

DONADIO
& Associates, Architects, PA. }

Tireless is a word often used to de-
scribe Anthony Donadio, president of
local architecture firm, Donadio and As-
soCiates.

‘For over 20 years, the firm has support-
ed more than a dozen nonprofit organiza-
tions with in-kind professional services
to help facilitate the planning and design
of various structures, Iy

A self-professed dog lover, Tony gen- E
erously donated the services of Donadio
and Associates to draw up the architec-
tural plans and oversee the construction
ol 4 new tralning facility at the Dogs
for Life Off-Leash Dog Park on 16th Av-
“"Ilﬂl' e allowed the organiza-

- The new the o
tion to expand its dog training program to

meet the needs of local veterans.
In 2012, Dogs for Life nominated Dona-
dio and Associates as Outstanding Gorpo-
rate Philanthropist for ::ﬁﬂtl:]h‘iltlﬂgthﬂﬂ’
professional expertise to give mni_ﬁlxuﬂt
organizations the courage and ability to
expand services in the community.
s e SRS —




Howl-0-Ween

Coverage

. FREASURE COAST NEWSPARERS | LUNINARIES LN | Monday, November 2, 2005 | 3

STARS WERE OUT

Howl-0-Ween Dog Costume
Pawrade & Pet Expo on Oct. 24
attracted pooches and their proud
m from superheroes, hot-
du wl Haweaiian princesses, to
traditional story book characters.

Held at the off-leash Dogs For

2 =
Jomes Taylor ond his service dog Pia
Pio with Kathi Szhumonn and Sir Beorgia

the pawrade was part of the

said

| Friday, November 6, 2015 Hometown News - SEBASTIAN - www.HometownNewsOL.com

Dogs For Life held its
14th Annual Howl-o-
ween Pawrade and Pet
Expo Saturday, Oct. 24.
Dozens of dog owners |
were on hand for the
annual event. Dogs For
Life offers programs for
assistance dogs, pet
assistance therapy,
companion dogs at
their off-leash park. For
more information call |* =
(772) 567-8969.
Lilly Springer came as
Little Red Riding Hood |
and her Yorkshire
terrier Oliver, was
grandma.

Photos by Cliff Partiow
staff photographer

nonprofit's effort to raise aware-  org

]

\ .
*h' Rocky the pug, dressed as a bumblebee, gets a last minute

M costume adjustment from his owner Deb Soroka, Her son Jayse
is a member of the 4H Dog Masters,

Dogs For Life Howl-0-Ween Dog Costume Pawrade

ness in the community about the
off-eash dog park, the service dog
training center and the outreach
programs at Dogs For Life.
“This year, we've had more
sponsors than ever,” Ferger said.
“We're very grateful to all our un-
derwriters, including Henry IX
Schumann and Dyer Subaru who
have been awesome, We're alsa
E_ﬂf thankful to Dale Sorensen
helping us out today and all
our volunteers and otheér spon-
S0rs."
Learn more st DogsForLifeV B,
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Anrnidal "Doa’s For Life”
‘Pawrade’ a howi.ng success

By 1 :__.-_; + Wmrmrr MMMMMHF

Stephania Spring. Varu  ~ach, her davghter Lk and their Yorkshirg we.ac, ™eer Broske Baura, lefL and Libe o0 00 wigey technicians with Vero Beach Seterinary
dhrmiiad i A Littls ea . “ng oo tsame, with Giliver eing tha Big Bad 'J-'-:llrdreaied Hospetal, manned a boath at the annsal Howl-O-Ween Pasrade beld Oct. 29 3t Dogs
as Grandma, Far Life, viera Baach.

More than 100
people showed up
at the 14th Annual

Howl-O-Ween

Pawrade

Mary Kemper
Pl WRITER
nhemiperdvetsanyoiceaeskh.oom

Mowr in its 14* year, the annal
Dogs For Life Howl-0-Ween Paw-
rade fundraiser was & amash onces
;,gxin Chot. P4 imn Voo Beaschi.

Nearly 100 owners and their dogs
Bocked to the OF Leash Dog Park
b march in costumes ranging
from a horse and jeckey o Littde
Red Riding Hood.

Hundreds of others carme to show
surpport for Dogs For Life, and to
donate toward its mission of help-
ing those whe need it from four-
e friends.

Representatives from the Indian
River County Bherilfs Office K-9
Unit put on & dog-handling dis-
play. Other representatives bn-
cheded a contingent from the Vero

Beach Veterinary Hospital. VW

Staff photo by Mary Kemper
Roscos, a B-year-old Dachshund owned by Bath Martin, Vero Beach, came to the Oct. 24 annial Howl-D-Ween Pawrade held 2t
See PAWRADE page 9  poes For Life. Vero Beach.



PAWRADE from page 8

Post 3218 provided a Color Guard,
while “Hobo Jim" provided musical
entertainment. Muamerous raffles
were also held.

An English Labrador bresder in
northern Florida contacted the
mather of Shelly Ferger, founder
and CECQ, asking il Dogs For Life
wanted & puppy o trein for some
lucky recipienit.

*Of course, [ said yesl™ Ferger
sakd. (In the Dogs For Life “Paw
Prints™ newsletter, it was am-
acunced that “we are expecting
[the puppy] by Lab-or Day.")

Oine of Doge For Life's most im-
portant programs imvalves rain-
ing service dogs for veterans with
PTED. While other kincs of disahil-
itles — hearing, loss of aight, etc.
— are also part af dogs’ traindng, it
is veterans with PTSD whao ide
o umigue challetige in m ing
them with service dogs,

Trainers teach the doge 1o “secure
perimeters,” or investigate & room
or area befoee the veteran enters
it, and brace themsehes agninst
a weteran having & panbc attack,
among many other tashs,

Everyihing — the service dog and
its training — ia provided to the

TR ASSE COART WEW SRR WD BEAC-IHDIAN BTYEN MWW EEALY RAME

veteran for fres, thanks to gener-
ous donors and Powrade-goers.
Also in the works is a program
called Veterans Training Dogs for
Veterans, which, as its name im-
pliea, will invaolve veterans taking
on & more direct roke in helping
ather veterans with their service

In addition to assisting veterans,
Dogs For Life has a thriving num-
ber of dogs in training to assist
disabled chvilians as well, who
hearing, sight or mobility issues.

Vil taaks the dogs are traied
In inchude alerting their owners to
a dearbell or fire alarom, “herding™
them ot the door and dialing a
special 911 phone, among many
others,

Training for all the service dogs
takes place in part at Dogs For
Life's admdnlstrative facility, which
has a mock bedroom complets
with furnitare, in the own-
er's home and parthy in public
places, It is a tme-consuming and
demanding job, but the stafl has a
strong treck record of successful
“Eradustes.”

Those wishing to donate, or to
leam more aboul Dogs For Life's
progrmams, an mntact fhem of
[FI2) S67-55G3,
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a0, halds Babey, her d-vaar-old ln-;uﬁnr l:l1|huaﬂ1u= ak the annu-
gl Howl-D-Ween Fawrads hedd Oct. 24 at Dogs For Life, Wero Beach,

I ‘Wednesday, Movemher §, 208 | T

EVENTS i

‘Pawraders’ strut their
stuff at Dogs for Life park

By Fran Foster
Tho Nmwswoskly

The mceat Howl-o-
Ween Pawrsde sod Pat
Expo was another buge
succesy af the Dops For
Lif= Df-Leash Dog park
in Werd Beach. Entihnsias-
ke canlines were dressed
from head to toe in elaba-
rate costumes abong with
soene of their owners who
gat in on the fun,

Dog owners adorned
thelr beboved best friends
- big and small - in cos-

Dogs For L ife, Inc.

LY

Litsie Re [ Feding Hood, Ly, 3, wih har Yorkia, Dilvar, in his
wamgnn L1l e Shaphnds Sornger recetved lola of smiiss
fowthar saptive GosfUMan

tumes that frown
Sherlock Holmes o foot-
bakl players to 8 Hawalian
princess.
Each one received a
participation prize (rom
the 4-H Dog Masters Chab
ag wull as bots of attention,
trests and pats an the head
Sevenh-three
part io the a Pam-
rade, pasging by the VIP
bemt fe serut thelr souffand S——
ghoww off thelr creative: A
t.m;_ﬂl - e Dogs For Ués volunbser Joan Fresnan and ; oocie | sisy guard tha rafle prizes at ihe Howd-
Shelly Perges, founder o-Waan Dog Costume Fawrade and et Bz 0 |
of Dogs For Lile, emcead
the event. The paradewasopentothe public  asd iees that provide se-
The parade wes open to cessibility.
the public and anendees AN attendees could visit 1.r~f.=nF1£:r The fasiest growing
coukd visit wendor boaths Or assisionce
i pet information Mhs S'I-'Ipphl'rmg | in Florkda b5 among
or selling products, such as |nfm g.r miets &nd wonsen who have
designer doggie clothing. . served in the Unized States
“WWi had o slow start this millgary:
time around, but eventu-  their time and energy.”  for people need as- For more information
ally we had 73 doga regis-  Ferger also noted the sistance, as tﬁgh-u abott the Dogs For Life
tered for the parade apd  E-9demonstration provid- o ngw purposefn life w0 programs or w become 3 ;
plenty of people stopping  ed by Indian River Sheriff  abandoned threugh  member of the Off-Leash Cag For Lifa Foundaen'CECY Prasderd Shally Fergar caman
by to show thelr suppori,”  depoties, who vohinteered  spocializad trainleg. Dog Park, sop by st 1230 with Jim Tayler Fodding FlaPia and Katnl Sshumann halding
said Ferger, *1 am really  their time to i These traingd assla- th Ave, Vero Beach; | Sir Georpia Sunstine i the WIF tanl.
pleased with the outcome  their special talents, tance dogsenrichpeople's  wisit the website at www.
bat | want o point cut it Since 2001, Dogs For  lives - providingears that  dogsiodifevbuaeg or call
toak an army of wolun- I.j:l':.‘h,ﬂbp:nrm-ningl:lm bear smoke alagns, paws  772-567-5969,
mmmnwrptlﬂngup. around by providing inde- rbltlap'i'UMTlir.?nlﬂ t
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\ ‘PAWRADERS' STRUT THEIR STUFF AT DOGS FOR LIFE PARK

‘Warn Baaeh Veannary Hoapltal's Brocks Souza and Lsa
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I LOVE MY JOB!

(Lanist 8%
( Cave lives
Be a E}uena’

(lent to cf.artgen

Qpen a doon

Choss a stneet

Make a call

I WAS CHOSEN FOR A REASON.

Dogs
For Life

At Dogs For Life, Inc., our mission is to empower those in our community who
have physical disabilities or are living with the effects of post-traumatic stress. With
your help, they can gain independence and live with confidence.

Dogs are man and woman's best friend for a reason. Our specially trained dogs
help their owners achieve amazing things. Hearing Dogs give the gift of confidence
to their owners by alerting them to a knock on the door or when a smoke alarm
sounds. Mobility Dogs provide independence to their owners by picking up
dropped items or helping them stand. Service Dogs return freedom to their owners
by waking them from a nightmare, creating a soft barrier in a crowd or disrupting
emolional overload through tactile stimulation. DFL has trained over 100 dogs since
2002, rescuing 18 dogs from area shelters; saving their lives and changing the lives
of their disabled owners.

In 2015, the number of veteran teams we certified and supported increased 17%.
That's a considerable jump in the need to train dogs for the men and women of our
military and DFL has been recognized by the community for its commitment
o these veterans.

Assistance Dog Teams Trained and Certified for Veterans / First Responders
» Twenty-Five percent increase in the number of dogs task trained to mitigate PTSD
= Seventy-Five percent of these dogs are duel trained as either a hearing or
mobility assistance dog in addition to PTSD work
« Sixty-Five percent increase in the amount of questions we receive nation-wide
via phone and email
= Eight Indian River County veterans are on a waiting list for our program

And as you can read below, Florida has seen an enormous surge in veterans
moving to our state.

We need to make sure we, as a community, are prepared to serve them

« 80,000+ Irag & Afghanistan veterans are expected lo relocate to Florida in the
next two years; more than 231,000 already claim Florida as their home

* Roughly 30% suffer from PTSD

« Florida has the largest population of veteran amputees in the nation

They proudly stood up for us, now it's time for us to stand up for them.

Please donate to DFL today.

Kathi G. Schurmann, Vice-Presidernt

rﬁmﬁ # fBesr g yar
gzsidem

Eleanor M. Bengyak,

Dogs For Life is ONE OF SIX fully accredited service dog providers in the State of Florida.

Your donation helps Dogs For Life train dogs for

M r:}biﬂh%t
limitations

Healing

Famiflies

UEI[H.&. with PTCD

Dogs
For

Assistance Dog, Pel-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training & Of-Leash Dog Park
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960
T72.567.8969
f e dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

www.dogsforlifevb.org




ASSISTANCE DOGS
WELCOME

GUIDE DOGS
HEARING DOGS
SERVICE DOGS

Dogs
For Tife

Training Service Dogs Since 2002
T72-567-8969

TYPES OF ASSISTANCE DOGS

Guide Dogs assist their blind or visually impaired
partners to independenty and safely negotiate
the environment by GUIDING them around
obstacles, safely across streets and stopping at
curbs and steps,

Hearing Dogs assist their deaf or hard of hearing
parmers by ALERTING them to sounds such
as the smoke alarm, telephone, alarm clock, door
bells, sitens, stove, o doyer dmers.

Service Dogs assist people with mobility or
psychological impairments and can be custom
trained for the ]:m.ruculs.r needs of the individual,
A dog trained in mobility task work can help their
partner stand up, pull a wheelchair, open doors
or cabinets, carry items (proceries/ medication),
rerrieve dropped items (keys/cane) or tap a special
911 phone. Service Dogs also assist individuals
with symptoms of Post-Traumatdc Stress and can
be trained to wake someone from a nightmare,
conduct a perimeter search, find an exit or create a
‘safe zone” around their partner.

SOME PEOPLE DO NOT “LOOK.
DISABLED.” WHY DO THEY
NEED AN ASSISTANCE DOG?

When yOLL S0C N Assistunce I_'J'L;H “on dm:r," e
ussured there 15 a 121 wnd reason for it, even if the
J““T'l:l-ﬂ rh'l]"ﬂl:l' L‘i'l'.l't'ﬁ not use obvions I‘.'l;.'ItLi.l:':I']:'I.'fll.‘flLI.L
such as a wheelchair or a cane. The human
partner undoubtedly has something known as a
“hidden disability” such as chronic back pain, a
serious hearing impairment, or a neuro-setzure or
psychological disorder.

HOW DO I RECOGNIZE AN
ASSISTANCE DOG?

Most assistance dogs wear 4 tag, vest, harness, or
backpack, however, these forms of identification
are not required by law. You should never pet an
assistance dog when it is working as this could
distract the dog’s focus from its human parener.
You can talk to the person, not the dog, if they
are not busy and are able to hear vou.

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training &
OfF-Leash Dog Pork

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

dogsforlifevbiiibellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Vederal laws which protect individuals with
disabilities include the Americans with
Disabilides Act (ADA, revised 2010); the Fair
Housing Amendments Act (1988); Sect 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act (1973); and the Air Carrier
Access Act (1986).

The ADA is the federal law that governs access
rights to buildings, businesses and public
accommodations for people with service dogs.
For more information, visit wewada.gov or call
1-800-314-0301.

The ADA and Florida law both define a service
animal as any dog that is trained to do work or
perform tasks for a person with a physical or
pevchological disability; the work or task must
be directly related to the individuals disability.
The disabled person must have a diagnosed
impairment that substantially limits one or more
major life activity.

Service dogs are working animals, not pets. A
dog used only for crime deterrence, emotional
support, comfort or companionship does not
qualify as a service animal under this definition.

These laws protect the rights of individuals
with disabiliies to be accompanied by their
trained service dogs in taxis, buses, trains, storcs,
restanrants, doctors’ offices, schools, parks,
hotels and other public places.

=R RS/

Florida State Starute 413.08 defines the rights and
responsibilities of an individual with a disability, use
of aservice animal and prohibited discrimination in
employment, public accommodations and housing
aceommodations.  The law also provides for
criminal penalties in the following circumstances:

Any person, firm, or corporation, or the agent
of any person, firm or corporation, who denies
ot interferes with admittance to, or enjoyment of,
a public accommodation, or otherwise interferes
with the rights of an individual with a disability
or the mainer of a service animal while engaged
in the training of such an amimal, commits a
misdemeanor of the second degree. (55 4)

A person who knowingly and willfully
misrepresents him or herself as using and being
qualified to use a service animal or as a trainer of
a service animal commits a misdemeanor of the
second degree. (35 9)

Reasons to Deny Access

Under Federal Law, 55 36.302 (c){2) of the ADA,
access can be denied for two reasons: (1) the
animal is out of control and the animal’s handler
does not take effective action to control i or (Z)
the animal is not housebroken,

Under Florida Law, F55 413.08 {3)(f) access can
also be denied if the dog’s behavior poses a direct
threat to the health and safery of others.

Allergics and fear of dogs are not valid reasons for
denving access or refusing service o an individual
with a service dog, If a service dog is properly
excluded or removed, the public accommodation

== &= _—

Dogs
For Tife

Legal Rights for
People with
Guide Dogs,

Hearing Dogs,

and Service Dogs

Assistance dogs are
“task trained”
to mitigate the disability of the
peapie who own them.

- T,
X rE qn#
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must provide the disabled individual the option of
continuing access to the public accommodatior
without having the service dog on the premises.

Summary of Law:

Physically or psychologically disabled person:
have the legal fght to be accompanied by :
specially trained dog in business establishments
housing and accommodations where the genera
public has access and on all common carriers. Ne
extra charge can be levied because of the dog!
presence, but the dog user is liable for any damag;
the dog might cause to the premises,

Businesses

When it is not obvious what service an anima
pnwidr_':s_ only limited inr.}uirie'.-i are pc:rmi!:{r:-:l
Business owners or employees may ask rw
questions: (1) is the dog a service animal require:
because of a disability; (2) what work or task ha
the dog been trained o do.

Staff cannot ask about the person’s disabilin
require medical documentation, require a specia
identification card or training documentatio
for the dog, or ask that the dog demonstrate it
ahility to perform the work or task.

Service dogs can be any breed or size and ar
not legally required to wear special equipmen
ot tags. Certification ot registration of the do
as a service animal is not required under feder:
or Florida law It's the rraining to do work o©
perform tasks thar makes a service dog legal, nc
the 112 or ‘clothes’ they wear.

==k (e



Other studies show':

Treatment via medication  50% effective
Talk therapy S effective
Service Dops 84.5% effective

Our dogs alse help provide the emotional
stabality that veterans suffering from  post-
traumatic stress need 1o resfore peace in their
everyday  lives. They instill the confidence
mecessary to e able to leave the house or (o
e¢nter 0 conhined space like an clevator. This
critical help enables their owners o lead o life
of self=relimee and independence.

Dogs For Life Programs
and Services

Aggishance l']ugs are ek iramsed o pssed
peaple 24 howrs a day, 365 days a year
Diogs For Life specializes in training hearing,
mobality and psychiatric support dogs at
no cost b our clients, [Dops can also e
cross-irained depending on the needs of ther

COMPEEions,

Pei-Assisted Therapy Dogs provide warmih
and combort o individuals in need of support
and unconditional love. Cemified volnteer
dog teams provide pet-assasted therapy for
children and seniors. Since 2002, Dogs For
Life wolunteer teams have regularly visited 13
facilities in Indian River county.

Community Outreach Programs feature
Doegr Behavior Workshops and  Obedience
Training Classes for e public and members.
A four-acre (M¥-Leash Dog Park Campus
has served the community sinee opening in
February 22, Memberships help to fund
progrms amd services,

Dogs

For Life

Service Dogs
For

Yeterans

Dogs

For Tife

Assistence Dog, Pet-Assistod Dag,
Cowripaersion Deg Tradning
O Leash Doy Park
Email: dogsforlifevbia bellsonth.net
www.dogslarlifevh.org
Pags o Fie Dna fud - pralls, rag seanp ofpa nakas ad dewcribeed
wdir U Insarrisd Fervmme Code S0 e 3L Faohoral [0 30 - REE0AT

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

Service Dogs For Veterans

Dogs For Life, Inc.. s one of only
§iX oFganizations in the state of Florida
recognized by the Yelerans Administration
to certify service dogs for veterans, DFLs
prestigious accreditation from Assistance Dogs
International enables our service dogs to enter
VA and military facilities and our dogs” owners
ure cligible 10 receive benefits.

diman Tavior, 550G, LS, amy (Rel) Iragq War Weleran
Wi Kol Schumann, DFL Board Vice Presiderd and
hminng & sarsce dog Fia Fa

Chur dogs have been tuming lives around
gince 2001 - providing ears that hear smoke
slarms, paws and noses that tap 911 phones in
emergencies, nnd begs that provide stability.

The fastest growing need for service dogs is
in Floridy, especially for the bruve military men
and women who served our country!

31,0007 veterans of Afghanistan snd g
alrendy ¢laim Florida as iheir hame of record’

S0.ME Iraq and Afghanistan veterans will

retie to Florida in the next two years®,

Extrapelating national VA numbers, the

news is grim for our new residents:
- 3 im 10 will have a service-related dizability
- 20r%s will suffer from the effects of Post

Trawmatic Stress

- E0% of thoze with Post Traomaiic Stress

will not seek freatment

- 19% will report Poast Traumatic Stress

svmptoms classified as “serious functional
impairment™

- 13 of Florida's adult homeless are Veterans,

ond 45% of them will suffer from memal
ilIness'

- Flonda s home fo the highest number of

amputees from the Gulf War-Erz®

DFLis committing our 25 years of experience

o traun service dogs for these Flonda veterans
in meed,

Gl

rrmmsonal
Erfeytiid Wt il
L
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Service Dogs Can Help Veterans
with Post-Traumatic Stress

Our program s dedicated 1w providing
service dogs to the brave men and women
wha honorabiyv served our country, many
of whom suffer from the effects of Post
Traumatic Stress, i addition to hearing and/
or mobility loss. Dogs Faor Life, Ine. (DFL)
haz been trmming service dogs o help
veterans combat the effects of post traumatic
stress since 2010, Specifically, DFL Service
Dogs help veterans by:

I, Waking them from nightmares

2, Creating @ “safe zone” around them to
allow distance from people in a crowd

3. "Waiching my back”™ - dog sits down with
back 1o owner's back to alert if anyone
approaches

4. Making a perimeter search imside of the
home

5. Barking when given a hand signal if the
owmer feels the need 1o leave a stressiul
situation

6. Calling for help on aspecial K-9 emergency
phone

. Providing deep pressure for calming effect

8. Reducing hyper-vigilance through sk
Wik

|

O September 5, 2012, the Department of Vieteran Affuirs (VA ) amended its regulations concerning velerans
i need of service dogs. Under this final male, VA will provide to weteram sith visual, hinig, or makiliby
impairments, benefits to suppart the use of 8 service dog &8 part of the management of such impainments. The
henedits mnclude assistance with veterinary care, travel berefits nssocinhed with obtmining and taining a dog, and
the provision, maimenance, and replacement of hardwsre required for the dog 1o perform the tasks necessary

L assis such veterans,

"Horida Deparmment of Yeterans Adlairs
Phocording 1o bocal Yelterans e
"Wilier Bead Army Howpital asiimase
YO peralaon Wikl




Application Approval

| have read, signed and understand the
CfMl-Leash Dog Park application.

* | understand that all dogs can bite. [
realize | am responsible for my dog's
safety and assume all risks for myself
and my dog for injury, loss or theft.

* | have attended the Canine Behavior
Waorkshop. 1 understand there may
be situations where my dog is not
compatible with other dogs in the
dog park.

* The dog described in this
application has attended the required
temperament evaluation.

* | agree to remove my dog from the
park if, at any time, it is found to be
incompatible with a dog or person
already in the park upon my arrival.

* My dog is currently vaccinated. I will
provide current proof of vaccinations,
and I understand proof of vaccinations

are required every year,
Crwner’s Initials Date
Evaluator’s Signature Date

To be signed on Dog Park Orientation date

Off-Leash Dog Park
Information

All persons applying for use privileges at the Off-Leash
Diog Park must abide by all Park Rules and Regulations.

Cost: 3100 Orientation fee.

Tax deductible donations needed and appreciated.
Orientation fee is non-refundable. Scholarships are
available to those who qualify. In honor of DFL's
Assistance Dogs for Veterans Training Program, there
is no cost for military veterans or first responders to use
the park.

Payment Method: Cash, Check or CreditDebit Card.

Application Process: All dogs must be inoculated,
neutered and social, All applicamts must attend a dog
park orientation and canine behavior workshop.

Dog Temperament Evaluation: Each dog's
temperament is cvaluated to determine social ability with
dogs and people.

Canine Behavior Workshop: Orentation includes
a canine behavior workshop where dog behavior, body
posiures, communication and canine pack structures are
explained,

Dogs For Life Mission

A non-profit organization devoted to improving the
quality af life for people and dogs through training
Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs and
owning and operating an Off-Leash Dog Park.

Dogs For Life Programs

Assistance Dogs: DFL is accredited by Assistance Dogs
International and specializes in task training hearing and

mobility service dogs, as well as psychiatric support
dogs for veterans.

Assistance Dogs for Veterans: This program is
dedicated to providing service dogs to the brave men
and women who honorably served our country, many of
whom suffer from the effects of Post Traumatic Stress,
hearing and/or mohility loss.

Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs: Our centified voluntesr
dog teams have been providing unconditional love and
support o children and seniors in Indian River county
since 2002, DFL teams bring warmith and comfort to

people at assisted living facilities, schools and the Off-
Leash Dog Park.

Community Outreach Programs: These programs
include Dog Behavior and Obedience training for the
public and members, as well as sponsorship of the 4-H
Dog Masters Club.

Dogs
For Life

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
C ion Dog Training &
-Leash Dog Park

Email: dogsforlifevbi@ bellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Dings Por Life, Inc. ks a noa-profif, fax-exempt organieating as described
wnder the Internal Bevenue Code 501(clidL Faderal 1138 31- 130057

Safety For The Park

Rules are for everyone’s safety and promote good etiquetie.
The disregard of any rule may resull in a grievance being
filed against any person or dog. Grievances will be
reviewed by the Dogs For Life, Ing. Board ol Directors
and may result in loss of park privileges,

Rules and Regulations

1. Only pre-approved dogs may enter the park. Dogs
must wear a buckie collar when in the park (no
choker, spike or electronic collars),

P

Dogs must be leashed when entering and exiting the
park. No exceptions.

3. Dogs are not allowed 1o chase people.

4. Dog owners assume liability for any non-member
invited to the park.

5. Dogs are not allowed to dig. If dogs do dig, owners
must immediately fill holes,

6. Owners must clean up after their dogs and must
deposit waste in receptacies.

7. Dogs over § months old must be spayed‘neutered and
no puppies less than 5 months of age are allowed.

% If your dog acts aggressively, you must leash your
dog and immediately leave the park,

9. No dog can be in the park without an adult in
attendance. Wo more than 2 dogs may be brought
into the park by any individual

10. Park gates must not be left open. Waich for dogs
g0 that they do not escape from the fenced areas.
Ownets are responsible for ensuring that their dogs
do not escape from fenced areas.

11. No bicycles, skatchoards, skaters, scooters or
motorized devices, except wheelchairs, are allowed,

12. No food, dog treats, alcohol, smoking, glass
containers or sticks are allowed in the park.

13. Children under 8 wears of age are nol permitted
in the park, At no time should anyone run or chase
dops,

14, Park hours must be oheerved.

15, Dog owners musl treal each other and dogs with
respect ot all times, Threatening, rude or abusive
behavior ig not allowed or 1olersted

16, Mo toys are allowed in the park

Dogs
For Life
Off-Leash Dog Park

Open
365 days
a year!

* 4 acres - safe, clean, fenced

* Walking trails

* Restrooms, chairs and benches

* Separate areas for large and small dogs

Separate training area
Shade and watering stations

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center

1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

Application

Mame:
Address:
Clity: = Lip:
Phone:

Email:

Dog’s Name:
Dog's Breed: _

Age/Birthday: Male Female

Vet Clinic:

Preferred method of communication: O Email O U5, Mail

How did vou hear about us?
O Member O Friend O Ad O Dog Park Sign 1 Event
O Orther

I, the undersigned, in congideration of park privileges in
the Off-Leash Dog Park, hereby relesse from liability Diogs
For Life, Inc., itz Board of Directors, employees, agenls and
volunteers and waive oy right that 1 may hove in the law to
recowver medical, property or bodily injury damiages, regardless
of cost, as a resull of any injury | may sustain from my dog o
ary other dog, whille on the property of the Dogs For Life, Inc
Off-Leash Dog Park,

I further agrec and assume the risk for participating ir
programs af the Off-Leash Trog Park where there are dog:
whose temperzment may be unpredictable, [ also assume ful
responsibality for amy injury that may occur to me, to my dogls
or my property. | waive any right that [ may have to institut
lezal proceedings 1o recover costs of nmy kind,

PhoteVideo Release: [ will permit fiee use of my name
viden and pictures of myself and'or my dog for DFL brochures
newsletters or prometional material, including social medin.

1 have rend this entire application and am fully aware that thi
constitutes & waiver and release. [ hereby certify that [am ove
18 vears of age and of sound state of mind.

Croctiier s Signature Daote

Relermred by




ASSISTANCE DOGS
WELCOME

GUIDE DOGS
HEARING DOGS
SERVICE DOGS

Dogs
For Life

Training Service Dogs Since 2002
772-567-8969

TYPES OF ASSISTANCE DOGS

Guide Dogs assist their blind or visually impaired
partners to independenty and safely negotiate
the environment by GUIDING them around
obstacles, safely across sweets and stopping at
curbs and steps,

Hearing Dogs assist their deaf or hard of hearing
partners by ALERTING them to sounds such
as the smoke alarm, telephone, alarm clock, door
bells, sirens, stove, or dryer dmers.

Service Dogs assist people with mobility or
psychological impairments and can be custom
trained for the particular needs of the individual,
A dog trained in mobility task work can help their
partner stand up, pull a wheelchair, open doors
or cabinets, carry items (groceries/medication),
retrieve dropped items (keys/cane) or tap a special
911 phone. Service Dogs also assist individuals
with symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress and can
be trained to wake someone from a nighrmare,
conduct a petimeter search, find an exir or create a
‘safe zone” around their partner,

SOME PEOPLE DO NOT “LOOK
DISABLED.” WHY DO THEY
NEED AN ASSISTANCE DOG?

When you see an Assistance Dog “on duty,” be
assured there is a good reason for it, even if the
human partner does not use obvious equipment
such as a wheelchair or a cane. The human
partner undoubtedly has something known as a
“hidden disabiliry™ such as chronic back pain, a
serious hearing impairment, or 4 neuro-selzure or
psvchological disorder.

HOW DO I RECOGNIZE AN
ASSISTANCE DOG?

Most assistance dogs wear a tag, vest, harness, or
backpack, however, these forms of identification
are not required by law. You should never peran
assistance dog when it is working as this could
distract the dog’s focus from its human partner.
You can talk to the person, not the dog, if they
are not busy and are able to hear vou,

Dogs
For Life

Assistance Dog, Per-Assisted Therapy Dog,

Companion Dog Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

dogsforlifevb{bellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Dogs

For Life

Legal Rights for
People with
Guide Dogs,

Hearing Dogs,
and Service Dogs

Assistance dogs are
“task trained”
to mitigate the disability of the
peapie who own them.

( I ith disabilities
who have task trained their

i g2

Federal laws which protect individuals with
disabiliies  include the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA, revised 2010); the Fair
Housing Amendments Act (1988); Sect 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act (1973); and the Air Carrier
Access Act (1986),

The ADA is the federal law that governs access
rights to  buildings, businesses and public
accommaodations for people with service dogs.
For more information, visit wwwada gov or call
1-800-514-0301.

The ADA and Florida law both define a service
animal as any dog that is trained to do work or
perform tasks for a person with a physical or
psychological disability; the work or task must
be directly related to the individual’s disability.
The disabled person must have a diagnosed
impairment that substantally limits one or more
major life activiy.

Service dogs are working animals, not pets, A
dog used only for crime deterrence, emotional
support, comfort or companionship does not
qualify as a service animal under this definirion,

These laws protect the rights of individuals
with disabilitics to be accompanied by their
trained service dogs in taxis, buses, trains, stores,
restaurants, doctors’ offices, schools, parks,
hotels and other ]‘!ILII‘.I]:iI.'. pIHEL'!-i,
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Florida State Stamate 413.08 defines the nghts and
responsibilities of an individual with a disability, use
of a service animal and prohibited discrimination in

employment, public accommodations and housing
accommodations. The law also provides for

criminal penalties in the following circumstances:

Any person, firm, or corporation, or the agent
of any person, firm or corporation, who denies
or interferes with admittance to, or enjoyment of,
a public accommodation, or otherwise interferes
with the dghts of an individual with a disability
or the trainer of a service animal while engaged
in the tmaining of such an animal, commits a
misdemeanor of the second degree. (55 4)

A person who knowingly and willfully
misrepresents him or herself as using and being
qualified to use a service animal or as a trainer of
a service animal commits a misdemeanor of the
second degree. (55 %)

Reasons to Deny Access

Under Federal Law, 85 36.302 (c)(2) of the ADA,
access can be denied for two reasons: (1) the
animal is out of control and the animal’s handler
does not take effective action to control it; or (2)
the animal is not housebroken.

Under Florida Law, FSS 413.08 (3)(f) access can
also be denied it the dog's behavior poses a direct
threat to the health and safery of others

Allergies and fear of dogs are not valid reasons for
denying access or refusing service to an individual
with a scrvice dog If a service dog is properly
excluded or removed, the public accommodadon
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must provide the disabled individual the opton of
continuing access to the public accommodartion
without having the service dog on the premises.

Summary of Law:

Physically or psychologically disabled persons
have the legal fghr o be accompanied by a
specially trained dog in business establishments,
housing and accommodations where the general
public has access and on all common carriers. No
extra charge can be levied because of the dog's
presence, burt the dog user is liable for any damage
the dog might canse to the premises.

Businesses

When 1t is not obvious what service an animal
provides, only limited inquides are permitted.
Business owners or employees may ask two
questions: (1) is the dog a service animal required
because of a disability; (2) what work or task has
the dog been rtrained to do.

Staff cannot ask about the person’s disability,
tequire medical documentation, require a special
identificadon card or training documentation
for the dog, or ask thar the dog demonstrate its
abﬂ.it].-‘ (0] perfnrm the work or task.

Service dogs can be any breed or size and are
not legally required to wear special equipment
or tags. Certfication or registration of the dog
as a service animal is not required under federal
ot Florida law It's the training to do work or
perform tasks that makes a service dog legal, not
the ID or ‘clothes’ they wear.
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DFL Community Outreach Programs

M Leash IIuT Park usage for owners of dogs
that are Inoculated, neutered and social. Dog

behavior and park orlentations are scheduled by
appointment and an orlentation fee 18 required.
Walking trails, water, and shaded oak trees are all
a part of this safe and controlled environment.

Dog Behavior Workshops and Obedience

Training is available for the public by
appointment for a nominal fee.

4-H Dog Masters Club is available for youths
between the ages of 8 and 18, which promotes
respansible pet ownership skills, self-confidence
and leadership skills.This program is
sponsored by DFL at
no cost to the club.

All donations to our
community outreach
programs are fully
tax-deductible.

DFL Assistance Dog Training
and Administrative Center

In response to growing needs in our community
and beyond, Dogs For Life has constructed a 2,400
sq. ft. air-conditioned Assistance Dog Training
and Administrative Center at our 4 acre Off-
Leash Dog Park located at 1230 16th Avenue in
Vera Beach. This facility enhances the Dog Park
Campus and gives DFL exposure to the public.

The new building houses administrative and
training areas and the increased space and central
location allows DFL to better support the people
who need the specialized services we offer.

The center allows us to increase the scope of our
Community Qutreach Programs by training
dogs vear round. It also enabled us to expand
our Hearing Dog and Veterans Assistance Dog
programs with the addition of a simulated home
environment,

Administrative Offices, Training Center
and OfT-Leash Dog Park

Dogs
Fogt" fe

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Email: dogsforlifevbi@ bellsouth.net
www.dogsforlifevb.org

Diogs For Lifie, Ine. i a ioa-profit, e-exemps anganization as described
ander the Intermal Revenue Codi 5H0)3) - Federal 08 51-1800360

Dogs
For Tife

Improving The
Quality Of Life For

People And Dogs
AT NO COST TO OUR CLIENTS

James Taylor, 553G, U.S. Army (Ret.)
Irag War Veteran
and his Hearing/Service Dog Pia Pia

Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center

1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 567-8969

Dogs For Life Mission

\ non- profit organization devoted to improving

the quality of life for people and dogs through
training Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisted Therapy
Dogs and owning and operating an off-leash
|f4J_1.: jfcli‘k.

Assistance Dogs are trained to perform tasks to
assist a person with special needs 24 hours a day.
This critical help enables their owners to lead a
life of self-reliance and independence. Dogs For
Life specializes in training Hearing Dogs and
Service Dogs.

Hearing Dogs can be trained to alert their owners
to a knock at the door, a telephone ring, a smoke
alarm, or an alarm clock. Many other sounds
such as a baby’s ery or an oven timer can be added
to training depending on individual needs.

Service Dogs can assist with mobility challenges
and psychiatric support. They can be cross-
trained to open and close doors, turn lights on
and off, tap a specialized K-9 emergency phone
for help, carry shopping bags, and bring items to
their companions. The dogs can also be trained
to watch behind one’s back, create a safe zone
around their human partner, or reducing hyper-
vigilance through task work.

(REMTEE
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Assistance Dogs For Veterans Training
Program “task trains” dogs to assist veterans
with hearing and mobility challenges, as well as
the effects of post-traumatic stress.

Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs provide
warmth and comfort to individuals in need
of support and unconditional love. Certified
volunteer teams provide pet-assisted therapy for
children and seniors at assisted-living facilities,
schools and at the dog park.

Average Cost To Train A Service Dog

Fiviarikes to your donadions Dogs For Life is able to provide
ilogy el tralning friv af harge to our clienss

Team Evaluation Process UMIT AVG. & TOTAL
Client Application Review 50/ hr, q £200
Home Vislt; Head Trainer & .

Aggignied Trainar §75 | §75
Shedter Visits & Dog Temperament

Evaluation 450/hr fi £300
Coet 0 Adopt Dog £120 1 120
Sdministrative Pecord Kéeping £50/Te. ] 300
Tralning Equipment
[0 Card - In Training £15 1 £15
Tackat B Patches - In Training $125 1 5125
Canire 911 Emengency Phoms 264 1 5264
Training Supplies 250 i +250
Basic Behavior | Obhadience Training
Group Obedlence Classes £100 4 H4010)
BEC Canine Good Citizen Test £10 2 520
Public Access Training &75/hr. 10 5750
Administrative Record Keeping £50/hr & 5300
Task Training: 3 Tasks Minimum
2zsigned Trainer $42/hr 120 55,040
Head Trainer 75/ 36 42,700
Administrative Record Keeping £504hr. 96 44,508
[0 Card - Cortified £15 1 §15
Parsonalized Coflar & Laash;

Mew Jacket Patches £150 1 4150
Administrative Record Keeping Z50/hr. 3 3150

TOTAL Initial Training $15,782
Annual Recertification & Support
hanual Recertification £750  10wrs, §7.500
Annwal 1D Cards £15 10 yrs. 150
Replacement Jackets, Collars & Leashes 4175 4 500
Administrative Record Kesping s50/hr 10 2500
TOTAL $24,632

Additional Costs For DFL Pre-Trained Dog:

Veterinary Care

Initial Exams & Vaccinations 280 1 280

Heartwiorm, Flea Meds 340 bGmos. 240
Subtotal $520

DFL Housing Costs

Cost of Service Dog Puppy §1,000 1 §1,000

Bmlniﬁ?_ 525{0&5 & mos. 34,550

Food & Treats 10 Emos. 5600

Crate & Dog Bed £400 1 $400
Subtotal $6,550

GRAND TOTAL w/Additional Costs $31,702

¥oiur donaton R da: deductble as A chedilabie contibution for Fedend
e fan purposss wnder sedion 500(2) (3) of B ntemal Rrenue code,
Aagsrason & GHASHEE, Yow il reoswe o wiifén raceipt and reguis updaks
thieugh the Dogs For Life, lac. Paar Prints Mempd i,

We are grateful for your support. Should you have any
guestions please call our office at {772) 567-8969.
A copy of the offcial regstratien and finarcil n may be oitsned

fram T Division of Corsuer Senvioks by caling b-fres (E00 418-Ta5%
within the shala
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Perfect pet ‘Pawade’

Dogs For Life held

,-‘h its 14th Annual
Howl-o-ween
Pawrade and Pet
Expo Saturday.
Dozens of dog
OWNErs were on
hand for the
i annual event.
Lilly Springer
came as Little Red
Riding Hood and
her Yorkshire
terrier Oliver, was
grandma,
Dogs For Life
offers programs
for assistance
dogs, pet assis-
tance therapy,
companion dogs
at their off-leash
park. For more
information call
(772) 567-8969.




ShellyFergee

OGS FOR LIFE, IMC, <dogstoriifevbi@bellsouth.net>
Fuesday, October 27, 20015 422 PM
d-:;gs.f-;diiw_@t:elmmh ned

DFL"s Howl-0-Wean Photos and YouTube video

5 thanks o all of your effors and BUEDON

Dogs For Lile's Howl-0-iYean Fawrade wiks & huge s

Doy Comnine Pamesdle & Pt Expe

Thaak vou 1o gverynne who
participaied and came ol Gy our
evemi N was 3 Hasi/

Also be sure to check out the YouTube wideo donated by
OhNo! Productions

Lo s - figeiabi s Bedede i W e BIELRT NN
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Mora than T8 dogs lined the track af the Dogs For Lite dog park in Vors Beach for the 14th
iinual Hual-0-Wezn Powrade on Saturday, “This was Bst-misute,” seid Linds Watt Cleft), of
Wern Snach, who attended with ke dog Lery, granddaughber MacKengy Fosyy {rght), 5. and
har friend Chloe Wilsan, £ = dida’t glan on comemg, bot oy granddaunhter desisbed ™ Thiz wis
WAkl s=cond yoar participating In the gvenk. To see more phokos, go tn TCPalmecom.

oy
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October 2015

IN SEASON

- Pawrade

Bruni Serrano gets
Jasmine ready in her
not-so wicked witch
costume. Dogs for Life
held its 13th Annual
Howl-0-Ween
Pawrade at their off-
¥ leash park. Dozens of
- dogs dressed in the
holiday best assem-
bled for a parade
around the park.

8 Cliff Partlow
'\, staff photographer

Events

From page 36

$35. For more information visit afpin-
dianriver.afpnet.org

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 18

= Sebastian Area Historical Society,
“Flounder Fishing at Sebastian Inlet
State Park” by Ed Perry, Park Services
Specialist, Sebastian Inlet State Park
Morth Indian River County Library,
1001 Sebastian Blvd,, CR 512 at Rose-
land Road. Admission is free. Refresh-
ments provided. For more informa-
tion call (772) 581-1380 or email
sahsiE@art.net.

* Free Wildlife Tours, B-10 a.m.
every Wednesday, November through
March (except holiday weeks), Pelican
Island Mational Wildlife Refuge, You
MUST have a reservation. For reserva-
tlors call (772) 581-5557, ext, 2.

THURSDAY, NOV. 19
& SATURDAY, NOV. 21

* ‘Riverside Goes to Hollywood:' 8
p.m., Stark Stage, 3250 Riverside Park
Drive, Vero Beach. Two evening per-
formances, Thursday and Saturday,
following an already sold-out musical
reviue luncheon on Nov. 19. Enjoy
some of the most beloved and
acclaimed songs [rom Hollywood
musicals. Tickets are $45. For fickets or
more tnfarmation, call {772) 231-6990
ar visit www.riversidetheatre.com.

THURSDAY, NOV. 19
- SATURDAY, NOV. 21

* ‘That's Entertailnment! variety
concert: McAlpin Fine Arts Center,
[RSC main campus, 3203 Virginia
Ave., Fort Pierce. Join the IRSC "Com-
pany” singers and jazz ensembles in a
celebration of classic jazz, pop and
Broadway music from past to present.
Show times are 7 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday, with a 2 p.m. show
on Saturday. General admission tick-
gls are $15. For more informdation,
contact the IRSC box office at (772)
462-4750 ar visit weww.irse.edu,

See EVENTS, page 39
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s
; For Life

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dog Thaining &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Ay Forvoisad Hioml-U-Wleesn
Dog Costumne Passwrade & Pet Expo
Octobher 24, 2015
Registration - 2 pm * Pawrade - 4 pm

)

B Undamoriee
Henry IX Schumann

Dogs For Life Off-Leash Dog Park

R,

1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-567-8963
www. dogsforlifevb.org
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From: DOGS FOR LIFE, INC, <dogsfarlifevbi@belisosthomnet
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2015 418 PM

Tao: dogeforlifevbifiballsouth.net

Subject: Oct 24 Howl-O-\Ween Pawrade

Don't forget to join us for our Annual Canine Howl-O-Ween
Pawrade Saturday, October 24th at 4 PM!

|
Jé Mmmmm ¥

1230 16th Ave, Viero Beach
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Service dogs “paw it forward” to military and sw enforcement veterans

Ferger founded Dogs For Life based on her passion for helping veterans and people
with disabilities. “We recognize each person’s disability and determine how a trained dog
can help”, she states. “Dogs interrupt panic attacks, anxiety, PTSD to name just a few.

One of the things we teach is ‘lap’ where the dog makes full, comforting contact with
the veteran”, she adds. “It's like a dog hug".

Darel, a Labrador retriever, is a retired law enforcement K-9 and is now an assistance
dog. Returning soldiers and law enforcement personnel often suffer from PTSD after a traumatic
event. Founder and assistance trainer Shelley Ferger of Dogs For Life is increasing the number of
service dogs trained at their facility in Vero Beach, Florida to accommodate the growing
demand. Dogs For Life is one of only four Assistance Dog training organizations in Florida with
Assistance Dogs International accreditation and is recognized by the Veteran's Administration,

Dawn Taylor, wife of Jim Taylor, 55G US Army lrag War veteran got Jim a rescued pug
named Pia Pia after he showed signs of PTSD. The pair went through assistance training together
at Dogs For Life and the family has seen a big turnaround. “"They all say they cannot believe
how 12 lbs of love could change this man into a happy and smiling person again. fim does not
hesitate to tell anyone that Fia Pia is his angel.”

Another favorite task assistance dogs perform is “Watch my six" where
dogs alert to anyone approaching from behind. Dogs can also provide sta bility
50 the owner can stand without help from another person.
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Ferger believes that dogs are a workable alternative to medication and augment talk Irag war vet lim Taylor's assistance dog Pia Pia s trained for many of the tasks veterans
ther?p'y' to a great degree. Stfe iz backed up by the Operation Wolfhound stl.fdy- that showed and law enforcement want, such as alerting to a doorbell or knock, babies crying, tea kettles,
service dogs were 85% effective in helping with PTSD as opposed to medication and talk therapy stove timers and they can even distinguish between a cell phone and house phone. Some dogs
each at 50% effective. are also taught to dial 911 on a special phone in an emergency.

Almast once an hour a military
veteran commits suicide

Almaost once a day an active duty
soldier commits suicide

More suicides among active duty
soldlers than combot deoths

k1 in 5 veterans deployed to lrag or
Afghanistan suffer from PTSD
or major depression.

Ferger is increasing the number of dogs she trains to accommodate the growing need
and echoes the sentiments felt by many: “They deserve our help for all they have done for us”.
On October 24th, Dogs For Life holds its annual Howl ‘o"ween Pawrade at 1230 16th Ave. in
Vero Beach, Florida to raise money for their work. Judging by the chart below, they will need it.
http://www.dogsforlifevb.org/




Dogs

For Tife

1230 16th Avenue * Vero Beach, FL 32960

Service Dogs For Veterans

A Message From Kathi Selumrann

Dogs For Life, Ine. is one of only four Assistance
Dog Training organizations in the state of Florida
recogmized by the Veteran's Administration to
cerlify Service Dogs for Veterans,

As slated i the Federal Register, “Service
Dogs Must Be Certificdd by ADI or Internationa
Giide Dog Federation for Veterans with Visual
Heaving, or Substantiod Mobiling Fmpairments o
Receive Benefirs, "

DFL's prestigions ADI scereditation enables our
Service Dogs to enter VA and military facilities, and
our dogs’ owners are eligible w0 receive benefits.
Dogs trained by other organizations do not have
these privileges

Our dogs have been turning lives around since
2001 because they enrich people’s lives providing
ears that hear smoke alarms, paws that tap 911
buttons in emergencies, and legs that provide
stability.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?
The sobering fact is that suicide is rampani’;

Almost ance an hour - every 65 minutes —

a military Vetéran commits suicide

Almost grice a day an active duty soldier
commits sujcide; 349 in 2002 — a record high

There are now more suicides among active
duty soldiers than combat deaths

Veterans make up 7% of the American
population, but they aceount for 20%,
of its suicides

Our Veterans deserve our help!

Our Veterans Are Returning Home ... Without Homes

Achriel Jook o the natonal numbers also gives us an idea of what awaits us here
in Florida:

- 24" milkion VYeterans have served our country since Seplember 20017

- 3070007 members of our armed forces are hkely io leave the military meach
of the next four years®

Current homelessness statistics do aod bode well for these brave young men and
W CTL

Post Traumatic Stress, Physical Disabilities

& Homelessness:

Wt does Post Traumiziic Sines have o do with homelessiessT The sl Bt is:
- 23 af homieless Frag and Afphanisien veterans have Post Travmatic Siress”

Post Traurnatic Stress i8 even far more commen than physical wounds among
troope who have served i Img and Atghanstan:

“The Statistics Are Staggering

= 13% of homeless adalts: Veterans
« 20% of male homeless: Velerans

Cm?mhumh’ e < X36,0000 kave heen diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress (some siudies indicate
”:lﬂfﬂ i that up to 70% of Veterans suffer from Post Traumatic Stress)’
=4in10 ﬁmm:mﬂim = - 30,40% have been wounded
mmmdhxﬂ:.rmin While umemployment, poverty, lack of support networks and substandard
'ﬁi{dpﬂ.‘r%:ﬁﬁmmll} housing are major reasons that many YVeterans become homeless, a closer look
I = e to the National reveals that divmbilicies, bovk mental and plysical, precede and contribate 1o
=Sies :#-;_. AR S R these conditions"
Mﬂm"ﬁmws = 51% of individual homeless Vieterans have disabifities

- S0% have serfess aevrfal llness
- T0% have substance abuse probiems

i fiscal 2012 (up123% from 2011)

ekras A Disprapurbioately
Homeless™ What's even wiorss:
‘%mﬂmmd - 1AM veterans are constdered “at elsk™ of homelessness”
; " .. hmﬁﬁmwd Moreover, the WA says the numbers could be higher because they include only the
chyilians) . _ Isvmeless the department is swane of ¥
= WLA% for veterans aged 2534

Compounding the problem is the fact that our Ireg and Afghonistan vets are
ﬁ.ﬂ‘.ﬁm:aﬂﬂ.ﬂaﬁiﬂlﬂﬂﬁ] different from other Veternns, “They v voungen ol move sevy and they don't
recessarily fike to axk for befp™

Mo one who has served our country should ever go without a safe, stable place to call home,
Those who keep us safe deserve our help now!

Dogs For Life Programs and Services

dssintarce Digs are specially wained o perfonm tasks 10 assist & person with o special need 24 hours o day, 365 days
8 vear, to provide a life of self reliance and independence for their companions. [ogs For Life specializes in heaning,
mobility and pevehiatric support training at o charge W our Clents, Dops can be crossed-trained depending on ihe

meeds of thelr companoos.

Service Dogs for Vewerans Trawing Program “task frains” dogs o assist our Yelerans with beanng amsd mokality
challenges, s well as the effects of Post Traumatie Stress, This mnovalive program is cerain o give back io owr Veterans
who have given so much io ssse our freedom.

Pt Assivied Therapy Dogs provide warmith and comfont to individuals in need of support aned unconditional bove
Ciemified volumtesr dog teams provide pet-assisted therapy for children and sendors. Since 2002, Dogs For Life volumicer
scams have visited 33 Eacilities i Indian Fiver Courity.

i oennity (hwireach Proprams [eanme 2 Dog Bebavior Hotline, Dog Placement Referral Progmm, Dog Behovor
Wirahors and Obedienee Training Classes. The (Mf-Leash Dog Park Campus has served 492 members since opening in

Kathi Schumann _yiuu Wataran Sm Teylor and his Hearing
Service Dog Fia Pia & spacisd reat el the Schumann Racestrasce

_ Thl., fastest growing need for Service Dogs is
in Florida, and it is for the brave military men and
women who served our country!

231,000° Veierans of Afghanistan and lrag
already elaim Florida as their home of record!

S0,000° Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans will retire
to Flogida in the next two years™,

: Extrapolating national VA numbers, the news is
grimi for our new residents:
=3 in 10 will have a service-related disability
= %% will suffer from the elTects of Post
Troumatic Stress
- 5% of those with Post Traumatic Stress will
niot seek irentment
= 19% will repert Post Traumatic Stress symploms
classified ns “serloos functional impairment™
= 13 of Florida’s adult homeless are Veterans, and
453% of them will suffer from menta illness'
- Florida is home to the highest number

d ; b _CREIMNTEy,
of amputees from the Gulf War-Era® o *

DFL is committing our 23 vears E
of experience to min Service Dogs %,
for these Florida Velerans in need

Febwuary 2002, Memberships help 1o fund programs and services.

Service Dogs Can Help Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress

e Departmemt of Yeteran Affairs has long recognized the effectivencss of
Service Dags for Veterans'. The Department 5 currently sponsoring a study
to evaluate the effectivencss of Service Dogs as a reatment method for Post
Traumatic Stress

Other programs indicate'":
Treatmend via medication
Talk therapy

Service Dogs

5004 effective
S0 effective
84.5% effective

James Taylor, 586G US. Ay
(REL, Irag War Veleran and his
HearnirngSenvice Dog Pia Pa

Dogs For Life, Inc. (DFL) Service Dops afready help Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress by task-
training hearing, mobility and psychiatric service dogs, as well as dogs that can be cross-trained depending
on the Veteran's needs. Specifically, [FL Service Dogs help Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress by:

I.  Waking up the owner from nghimares

2. “Creating a Barrier™ around the owner 10 allow distance from people in a crowd

3. “Waiching my hack™ - dog sits down with back 1o owner’s back to alert if anyonc approaches
4. Making a penimeter search mside of the home before entry

5. “Popping a comer” - looking both ways before a person enters a room or long haltway

6.  Barking when given a hand signal if the owner feels the need to leave a stressful zituation
7. Providing tactile stimulation 1o disrapl emotional overload of the owner

B. “Breaking the Spell™ and/or combat sedative side effects

Y. "Finding the Car” - when owner needs to exit building quickly and get to a car

1. Calling swicide hotling on a special K-9 emergency phone

Il. Carrving backpack with medical supplies and/or water

2. Providing deep pressure for calming effect

13, Reducing hvper-vigilance through teamwork

|4, Serving as the owmer's “combat boddy™ to provide security and mitigare loneliness

Cur dogs also help provide the emotional stability that Veterans suffering from Post Trawmatic Stress
need to restore peace in their everyday lives. They inatill the confidence necessary 1o be able 1o leave the
house, or to enter a confined space like an elevator, This critical help enables their owners to lead a life of
self-reliance and mdependence.

" On September 5. 2012, the Department of Vetern A fTairs (VA) amended its regualstions
conmeening veterans in peed of seevice dogs. Under this final rule, WA will provide 1o
welerans with visual, hearing, or mobility impairments, benefits to support the wse of
A smwics dug as gt ol e nuanspenenl of such mpainnems. The benefits nchude
nssigiance with veterinory care, trovel bemefits associated with obaining snd tremmg o
iz, and the provision, maintenance, and repiacement of hardware required for the dog
0] |3l.‘|!'f1’=-c‘1'|:| the asks aeceEssary b assist such Veternns,
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Theatre in Fellsmere
Riverside Children’s Theatre part-

Clarence F. Korker Center for the Per-
forming Arts— the old school auditorium,
located on the second floor of Fellsmere

RCT On The Go will present “The
at 10 am. and 1p.m., Oct. 3.

Then at 10 am. and 1 p.m., on Nov. 14,
Who Came To Tea.”

The free tickets will distributed at the au-

BRIGHT LIGHTS & RED CARPETS

indion River County with Tania Ortega-Cowan

— .
-

Dogs for Life Howl-O-Ween
The Autumn Equinox was last week,
so we can start thinking about pumpkin
weather and all that comes withit!
From 2 to 4 p.m., on Oct. 24, Dogs for
Life will hold its 14th Annual Howl-0-

Ween Pawrade & Pet Expo. .
It's a fun gathering for people and dogs

alike, and extra festive with everyone in
'Fhemﬂsinﬂﬂagﬂaﬂmwﬂlbe
Natalie's Orchid Island Juice Com-

pmyis-:kmaﬁnghﬁcemwardthgwe.
Learn more at DogsForLifevb.org.

Iy

————
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Veterans Council
. Day

with a taps by Duke Scales, Bu-
gles Across America, and bene-
diction by Father Dave Newhart.

According to Vero Beach
Mayor Dick Winger, this is a
very disappointing moment
fior him. In January 1944 he lost
SOMEOnE Wy

“1 was of course achild. It was
my father's brother, Bob, and
he was killed in a destroyer of
Anzio and they never found his
body.” he said. “As a child, try-
ing to cope with someane that
you love and used to bring me
things from akl over the world....
He was gone and we never suw
himagain,®
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VOLUNTEERS UNITE FOR DAY OF CARING

B "'. -_I ? i
g > b R
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Dags 4 Life gats new mulch thanks to voluntaers with the United Way: Jesza Hatmaker, Huncreds luntears attendad the
Birittany Auld. Erin Raines. Jessica Hatmaker , Kristin Zimmermann , Chrissy Stephens and heading oy loations thraughout the county.
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Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted The rapy Dog,
Companion Dog Training & ——_ _
Off-Leash Dog Parle -5

LYIVE UNITER :l""'rm:

I"' 5
L]




Darel’s Birthday Party
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3rd Annual Tunnel
2 Towers BK







Cowbhoy Beer Night
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Johns Island Grant

NEWANOTEWORTHY

Dogs For Life Receives Grant

A i sand Foundanson asarded Doge For Life Ine a 512,650,650 grant, The fusding will proviele expanded Bandiapped

ST e dog park as well &S e clndoor aining arcas This generons grant will alse belp complete the drainage project
St e Dhags for Lile propermy. “We are thrilbed char all of our clicnta swho ase shiedchades walll hve toial sooess o the
ES—— ey wrens, stabes Shelly Ferger, Dogs for Life foonder and CEO. Doegs Toe LiFe B8 e oedy assistamce dog Imainmg
S e e eooreciied by Assistandce Dogs lmernatisial and they hase specilic sramidends ra maintaen acereditabion, Smoe

S SO0 S, B mmeer of local residents ond yeterans enrolledd in the Hearing and Sersice oy Tralcomg Program kas




VERO BEACH MAGAZINE'S ANNUAL GUIDE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE
REGISTRY OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR AREA.
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ra Beach and Indian River County are blessed with people who give Freely of their time, energy and money

to heldp others, Mo matter where your Interests Lie, we have a number of organizations that you can choose

fram £ 10's hard not to be generous, Make a donation or give of your time at one of oor locsl potable nos-
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Vero Beach Elementary
PTA

4 TI-IENK YOU! .

| This certificate of a pp on is presented to |

DOGS for LIFE

for

‘ | Supporting our PTA 2015-2016

9/14/15 |







4-H Dog Masters Club
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Club wants children and youths to have
doggone good time

FOR VETERAN WOICE

The tndian River 4-H Dog
Manters Club is looking for 8- to
| . Il have a meeting
fiar fllen Interested in joining that
b ol . 8, at 6:30 p.m. at the

For Life Training Center,

i 16" Avenue, Vero Beach,
Membership is open to children
und youths of 8 to 18, or still
I Members are not
to own dogs. Learn to use
mﬂurdnﬂ:lrmmmttuhawﬁm

dogn,
gnl exciting activities the club

= 3

Photo courtesy of Dogs For Life
indian River County children recently participated in a fundraiser for the 4-H Dog Masters Club at Dogs For Life, Vero Beach. Veter-
ans and civillans with childesn are encouraged to attend the club’s upcoming orlentation meeting fapt. B,

—



International
Assistance Dog Week

2015 International Assistance Dog Week

Tour The DFL Training Center

You're invited to tour the

Dogs For Life, Inc. Assistance Dog Training Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

August 2-8, 2015

www.assistancedogweek .org




2015 Iinternational Assistance Dog Week Fact Sheet

Lo 114
resmatonal Assistance Dog Week was created to recognize all the devated, hardworing

Wt do asyistance dogs do?
Agsstance Dogs transform the lives of thesr human partners with debilitating physical and
mantal desabilities by serving ad their cormnpanion, helper, aido, best friend and close member of

What are the goals of international Assistance Dog week?

The goals are Lo recognise and lama the hardworking assistance dogs; ralse awareness and
educate the public about how these specially trained anlmals are aiding so many people in ouwr
communities; honor the puppy raisers and trainers of assistance dogs; and recagnize heroic deeds
parformed by assistance dogs in aur communities.

Are all assistance dogs retrievers or are they other breeds as weil?
Assistance Dogs can be from a variaty of breeds including, but not limited to: Labrador
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, Standard Pocdles, as well as shelter dogs.

Wihare can | get mode information about Assistance Dogs?

¥ou can go to the websites for Intemational Assistance Dog Week (www.assistancedogwesk.org)
and Working Like Dogs (www workinglikedogs.com). You can also check out Assistance Dogs
internabonel [wenw. assistancedogsintemational, org) and the Intemmational Assocration of

st ance Dhog Parmers {m.iu-;lp.qrg}.

What e of activities can | take part in during International Assistance Dog Week?
Vo pour focal Azsistance Dog Tralning Center at Dogs For Life, Inc. 1230 16th Avenue, Vero
By, FL

e & spossorng International Assistance Dog Waek?

meeteesl Assstance Dog Week was established due to the efforts of Marcle Davis, a
Pemmpieg o ower 3x years and CEQ of Davis Innovations, a consulting firm based in Santa Fe,
S D o e authaor of “Working Like Dogs: The Service Dog Guidebook, "and she is the host
= T e sadlie program, "Working Like Dogs, * at www_patiiferadio.com. International

Aasssaees Dy Week s facibtated a3 a program of Soulful Presence, a nonprofit Davis established
™ e aesderarend populalions,

W o of Exstance dogs are there?
e sy people are familiar with Guide Daogs, those that assist people with vision loss, not as

—— peepis s pware of the other types of assistance dogs working today, Here is a descrigtion
o e saoR T oF aastance dogs

Gamcle Dogs - Agsist people with vision loss, leadang these individuals around
physcal obetacies and to destnations such a5 seating, Orosding Streets, entermg
o exifag doorways, elevators and stammsays

Sarews Dangs - Assest people with disabdlitees with walking, balance, dressing,




transferring from place to place, retrieving and carmying items, opening doars
and drawers, pushng buttons, mmjﬂﬂaiﬁqrﬂﬂmnﬂﬁﬂ
mmummmmmﬁmmm.ﬂm

mmn#-m'#ﬂh-huighnmunmd—nﬁ

ot wach a5 doorbels telsphones, crying babees, sinens, ancties peryon,
hﬁ'hu-m_:hlhm-ﬂmﬂ-,ﬁenﬂdukd-—

e At Saorone Srsports Dogs Akt o reient TD TS
o, Eerh  beart STIACh, Soar, Selwier, eDdeot: pae

STICh, arwty ETRRCN | POAT TrEFTAtE GIrel AN Mo
and postty umatic stress o der
Are assistance dogs allowed 1o go in to resteuramts and offer businesss sven hough

other pets can't?

¥ s, mdwlummﬂmﬂ_#’ﬂm-ﬂ
business inchuding restaurants and shops. Under state law and the Americans with
Disabilities Act [ADA), they are guaranteed equal acoess to any and all establishments
and accommodations; no extra charge can be levied bacause of the dog.



The Voice of Experience

Veleran Voice is a weekly newspaper for velerans,
active military, their families and their frends,

2 » AUGUST 28, 2014 » VETERAN VOICE = THE WOICE OF EXPERIENCE

_Celebrating valor
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Sign Language Class

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
Companion Dag Training &
Oi-Leash Dog Park

You Are Invited to Attend a Free
Sign Language Class At The DFL Training Center
With Instructor Whitney Mann
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach

Register now for this FREE 6 week Class
Starting Wednesday July 29 from 2 - 3:30 PM
772-567-8969

Learn the Sign Language Alphabet, hand shapes,
expressions and etiquette.
Basic communication and key words.

D480%
JUL 8, 15
AMOUNT

$0.98

011145307
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Korean War Ceremony
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Hammer the
Dachshund
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1st Graduation

VETERAN VOICE
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Vet, assistance
dog earn honors | | SRR
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Fake Service Animal




Vero Beach Dog Par
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QOGS FOR LIFE, IMC. <dogsfordifevbébellcauth, net
Salurday, June 27, 2005 12:26 PM
dogsforifest@bellsouth.net

Hearing & Service Dog Graduation at DFL

Assistance Dog

Graduation
Ceremony
Well Attended
And a Huge
Success!

DFL held it's first Graduation Ceremony at the
DFL Administrative & Training Center that opened in
July 2014, at 12530 16th Avenue in Vero Beach, FL.

"We are thrilled to have had so many distinguished
puests on hand to help us celebrate” said Shelly
Ferger, DFL Founder and CEQ.

Danied with his hearing dog Ariel and Norine with her
hearing & service dog Kelly, have completed all of

the requirements of DFL and Assistance Dogs
International to graduate the DFL Assistance Dog
Traiming Program with honors.

They will now be seen around town with their
assistance dogs. If you want, you may ask about their
dogs training, but please do not pet their dogs as this
distracts them from their work.

Danied and Ariel began training in April of 2014, and
have completed 69 hours of In-Home Training and 1.4
hours of Public Atcess Training. Daniel was able to
take an B weelk ald puppy and bring her to full Puhlis
Aceess Hearing Dog status.

Norine and Kelly started training in June of 2014, and

completed their & month certification in October of
2014. Norine was instrumental in belping to train her
second hearing dog with DFL. The Ceremony marked
Norine & Kelly's ist vear Re-Certification.

Hearing dogs are trained to alert their ownersto s
knock at the door, the phone nnging, an alarm clock
and the amoke alarm. Other soonds can be trained as
nesced. Service dogy are trained to assist their
owners with halancing on their feet, picking up items
(7 t:ii‘:pjng a1 K-g9 emergency |,||:|.-|_|:|,-|_-., SEMion
dogs can also be trained to help someone with the
effects of post traumatic stress, such as waking from a
nightmare, creating subtle barriers in erowds, and
allvviating oncoming panic attacks. Other tasks can
be trained to mitigate mobility and stress related
isgnes a8 needed.

For sdditional information call 772-567-8060.




VTTIONS DANIEL & NORINE Jay Harris, U.5. Army Veteran and DFL Training Coordingto
DFL Graduating Teams: Daniel with Ariel and Norine with Kelly Veteran and Guest Tony Young, President of the Veterans Council of Indisn River (

1IN

T

M John Schumann, Jr. poses with DFL President Eleanor Bengyak and
DFL Vice-President Kathi Schumann, and DFL Hearing Dog Team Joan Freeman and Daisy.

Forward this email -
e woiises Find Us, Like Us, Share Us With Your Friends f




et Assisted Therapy

DoGcs FOR LIFE

Pet Assisted Therapy
Volunteer
Program / Facility Report
Pet: Sunny - 10 Ib. Maltese _ | Volunteer: Edna Hitzel Schubert
Date | Facility Visited | PAT-Booth-stc | # of peopis| Resident's Response | Animals Assponse | Comments
&7W2015|Harbor Chase PAT agprox B |racephive, comioned calm, genfle  |Shelly brought astention
SOMmimerset !quﬁl'rurlhg that one resident held oo
Vero Beach FL  [Point of Enbry lighthy, adisted
Presentation |Group & [ Sunny showed slight
Edna, Sherry iindll.-idual On resident not !a'rgn of siress (yawnad)
SNy MO resgonsive or welcoming 'when not comfotable
o r-Emﬂ.-l;rr_rr'.i lap-adpisted
from residert - mal
BMTR015{Harbor Chase  |PAT japprox 10 [recaplse, comforted calmer meat with BoMme e
Wea Sommerset remembered Edna and  [no yawning residents - quastioning
Vieno Beach FL  |2nd wvisit ndnidusl | | Sanny or fidgeting some not “lovers of dogs’
{Edna & Sunny |rooms Dt were defighted with
Sunny was wimit  Lasi vis® wish
Py comborable “ngative” nesident was
yigH (with the car rone responsia and
ride - curious welcoming. Held
hen slepl comensation about Sunny
- ; ___|bwut no "hands on”
|
|




Johns Island Grant
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John’s Island _
Foundation
awards grant
to Dogs For Life

Mary Kemper
STRFF WRHTER
mkamperaveteranvoiceweskly.com

A huge thank you goes out to the John's Island Foundstion for their
$12,679.50 grant awarded to Dogs For Life Inc., Vero Beach. This
funding will provide expanded handicapped accessibility in the Dog
Park as well as the outdoor training areas.

This generous grant will also help complete the drainage project
throughout the DFL property.

Since 1997, DFL has been working to improve the drainage through-
out the property and now the John's Island Foundation is poing to
help us complete this project. “We are thrilled that all of our chents
who use wheelchairs will have total access to the outdoor training ar-
eas,” said Shelly Ferger, DFL founder and CED. *Thanks to the John's
Island Foundation, this 8-year-long drainage project will be finished.”

Eleanor Bengyak, DFL's board p,resident added “A= the onlv Assis-
tance Dog Training Center in the area accredited by Assistance Dogs
International, we have specific standards we have to meet in order
to maintain our accreditation. It is our goal to exceed the minimum
standards and raise the bar because our clients deserve more than
the minimum.

See GRANT page 4

GRANT from page 3

“We are proud and honored that the John's Island Foundation is
confident in our organization, and we look forward to sharing with
them the results of their investment,” '

Kathi Schumann, DFL's board vice president, said, “Since the Assis-
tance Dog Traming and Administrative Center opened inJuly 2014,
the number of local residents and vetérans enrolled in the
and Service Dog Training Program has doubled, and we need to be
able to efficiently and effectively use all the space we have, indoors
and out. The John's Island Foundation is helping us do that.”

Dogs For Life, Inc. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life for people and dogs through training Assistance

For more information about DFL's Assistance Dog Training, Pet-As-
sisted Therapy Dog Training, or Off-Leash Dog Park contact Ferger at
(772) 567-8969 or visit the website at wuww. dogsforlifevb.org.




Articles

Florida veterans
population growing

veterang, New York lost ita status
as a million-vetéran state a8 cou-
le years p
pml:l'a.'l E:l.fnnty claims the largest
number af veterans in Florida,
with about 98,860, Hillsborough
comen [N with the second most
veterans in the Sunshine State,
94 500, There are 22 counties
with more (han 25,000 veterans
and 11 counties with more than
50,000, Liberty County has the

Patrick McCallister

FOR VETERAM YONCE
patrickmccallistergyahoo.com

words, veterans are in the next

ent.
Pr?eirnrmelrnn. the Florida Legis-
lature sent & measage during its
2014 pesalon — the state wants
veterans, The House and Senate

The Department of Veterans
Affairs recently released its 2014
Geographic Distribution of Expen-
ditures, The annual document
helps the Florida Department af
Veterans Affairs and others layow
where the vetérans are.

“The numbers look good for

1 Pl lawt venr, and Gov, Rick
Bonit — a Navy veteran — gigned

e emallest number ol veterans, it not long after, The Florida Gl
Florida,” Steve Murray, commil- — geg 1y iy one of only two counties  Bill was omnibus legislation that
nications director at the state with fewer than 1,000 velerans, combined numerous milltary-

veterans department, said “We're

In the Veteran Voice coverage and veterana-related bills, but

about 320 million today. In other

30 years going to drop from about
T percent of the population to 3.5

pnanimously adopted the Florida

— now callod Veleranns !
— was {ts core. |t was ltﬁbn
the Florida Department of Vister-
ans' Affadrs, but I8 acting largely
autonomously.

The state-created not-far-prafit
got $300,000 from Visit Florida
“for market research on the vet- |
eran and mili community and
to advise Vislt in the de-
velopment and implementation of
a marketing campalgn encourig-
ing veterans and service members
to make Florida their permansnt
residence.” And Visit Florida is |
directed to use 1 million annual-

only about 100,000 below Texas.
We may bump up ahead of Texas
here in a few years."

Which would put Florida in the
silver [or total veterans.

From 2013 to 2014 Florida went
from abowt 1.52 million veterans
to 1.58, gaining about 63,000,
Nationally, there was a slight
increase, from 21,882,153 o
21,894 286, about 12,000 maore,
Texas picked up about 12,700
velerans, poing from 1,667,740
1.680.418 veterans,

California has the most veter-
ans of any atate in the natlon,
about 1.8 million. Florido, Texans
and California are the only three
simtes with more than & mdllion ™

6 « JUNE 11, 2015 » VETERAN VOICE » THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

Makeover proceeds apace on Brevard Corsair

area, Brevard County has the
mosi veterans, 67 060, Heading
south, Indian River has slightly
maore than 15,200, 8t, Lucle has
slightly more than 24,100, Martin
just more than 15,000,

While there was a slight uptick
in the number of veterans from
2013 to 2014, the population is |
reducing. The population de-
creased about 17 percent from
2000 to 2014, The veterans pop-
ulation is projected to decline to
fewegr than 14 million within the
next tapee decades, At the same |
time, the American population
is growing. TheCensus Bureau
jprojects that therefl be about B
400 million by 2050, Up [rom | )

creation of Florida Is for Velerans
| — . )

Iy to do that marketing cumpalgn.

A vintage 1960s Navy Corsair jet, on loan
to the Brevard Memaorial Center as ren-
ovation efforts mave farward, is getting
closer to the goal of getting the plane

in the air once again, Crew members in-
clude, from left, front, Bill Kowalcyk, Bob
Doyl and Dann Weaver; rear, Bob Estes,
Floyd Curington, Anthany Cannini and

£ Barnes (not shown: Dave Brands
and Roger Scruggs)
g
k.
Photo courtesy
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atrovek (left), of Vero Beach, who spent four years in the Marines, was one of two
ﬁg::ts to rﬁﬁ?s;ﬁﬁrm from Duogs For Life on Eﬂlﬂdﬂ'ﬂtemm;"ﬁh_e‘s helped
me just as far as getting up off the couch and doing stuff with my life again,” said Votrovek,
who saffers from hearing loss and post-traumatic stress disorder. In addition to his dog, Ariel,
duating s s censeanial Votrovek wnd thae e aradiatiogduring |
B vasely. ervice dog :l]ur Hmnm of Vero Beach. To see more photos, visit
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mlﬂanﬁl Vatrobek, Vero Beach, and his service dog, Ariel, stand outside Dogs
or nc., Vero Beach. Viotrobek is just one of many veterans |
ed with service-dog training since it started, “ e R
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From: judecarcle@comcast.net
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2015 1:53 PM
Tac dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net
Subject: May PAT report.

Yikes. So sorry this is so late. | had NY company and "life" got in the way too so | apologize for not
getting this to you on time. Not that anything has changed. Group is getting smaller and smaller and
the staff has all changed. The original aids are gone, Mary, Amy and the rest are gone as well. The
new clients are beginning to bond with Hammar. He still has a few favorites that go and they're
explaining to the others what he does, how cute he is (how can ya not notice?????) etc. One of my
girffriends who visited me in May | brought to DFL to show her the facility. She was VERY
impressed! | was very proud to be a small part of all you've accomplished. It's dead as a door knob
in Vero now that summer is here. Actually, summer has been here ALL YEAR... Heat is just

awful. Ham goes for his yearly shots on Thursday. I'll fwd. his shot record for his file. | haven't told
him yet. Just dropping him off for his usual groom and then they'll surprise him with the needles! |
can't bare to watch so | just drop him off and pick him up when it's "all over" He ate my girlfriends
$400 pair of shoes within 20 minutes of her visit. Her wifi charger, silk underwear, a stick of butter,
dinner rolls and attempted a garganzol salad which he apparently didn't like. All because my friend
bonded with Sally Ride, the hound from hell. Here I'd been bragging on him being a highly trained
PAT dog and he blew it! He was insane with jealousy because Sally for once in her life got all the
attention. | think he needs a tune up in the attitude department. He thinks it's always all about

HIM! Little creep. Again, sorry for not getting this to you on the first. Since the shoes | doubt anyone
will visit me again for a few years so I'll be more timely in my reports from now on now that | don't
have any friends left. | did ask my friend when she'd visit us again and she asked me "how long do
Doxies live" Guess that tells me her answer. She mentioned the Rainbow Bridge. | covered
Hammars ears on that snarky comment....Love ya girl and as always, thanks for the opportunity to
serve!l xxx



RANGER POZIOMEK

n June, 2015, a large but undernourished black dog was

picked up by Animzal Control and brought to the Humane

Society shelter. Mark Poziomek had just lost a dog he had
loved for 16 years, and when he heard about the big black dog he
came to the shelter to see him.

Mark and his wife Lisa decided to add the nameless canine to
their family, which already included three cats, a stray and two
adopted from the Humane Society. Mark recalls that the new dog,
who was about a year old, was skin and bones and had bad teeth.
With good food, lovingly cooked by the Poziomeks, he developed
into the 90-pound family member with good teeth now named
Ranger.

Ranger is currently in training at Dogs for Life to become a
service dog. As a service dog he will provide needed assistance to
Mark, who has a balance impairment and depends on Ranger for
suppart,

Ranger has also learned how to swim; his first time in the water
was a challenge but now he does just great! A recent photo of
Ranger practicing his new swimming skills won first prize in Vero
Vines Best Dog Photo Contest,

Go Ranger| &

Ranger and Mark Paziomek

Editor's note: If you have adopted from the Humane Society and would like us to publish your pet’s story, please contact Joan Patota at
regpatl@msn.com.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VERO BEACH & INDIAN RIVER COUNTY =



Extahligired in 1997

Separate areas for:
Large Dogs/Small Dogs
Training/Transition
Memorial Garden & Pavilion

All dogs screened
for temperament, all dogs
inoculated, neutered & social

THANK
YOU FOR
VOTING
FOR US

FOR BEST DOG PARK

Summer Membership Special
only $50/6 MONTHS

Join the DFL Off-Leash Dog Park and enjoy
recreation with your dog while supparting
a non-profit organization that frains hearing
& service dogs for the community including
local military veterans

4 Acre property located
at 1230 16th Avenue,

Mature Oak Trees,
winding trails,
water fountains,
chairs & benches.

* Free membership for Military Veterans & Assistance Dogs
* Scholarship Memberships available
» Soon to be installed, lights for use after dark

WINNERS AND |
FAVORITES |

INDIAN RIVER
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&
5
i
%
&
i
4
i
4
&

Companion Dog Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Off-Leash Dog Park
Summer Special

$50/6 months
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Armed Forces Week
Open House

From DOGS FOR LIFE, INC, <dogsforifevb@belisouth.net> e o o
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2015 4:52 PM Be sure and visit the DFL Booth and Service Dog

To dogsforlifevb@bellsouth net Teams on Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 16th at
Subject: Armed Forces Week Celebrated at DFL the Victory Center in the Indian River Mall 11-12:30.

Dogs
For Tife

Assistmnce Dog, Pei-dsaisted Therapy Dog,

:jgi 1 L,.Eﬂa?ﬂ i Open House to Celebrate
' Armed Forces Week At DFL

Open House at DFL
In Honor of Armed Forees Week

In honor of Armed Forces Week DFL will hold an
Crpen House for anyone interested in learning more
about training for Assistance Dogs for Veterans.

Veteran Dog Teams will be on-hand throughout the
wieek lo answer questions from the public,

If vou wamlt to schedule o time to meet with a Veteran,
please call ahead to make sure we're “covered".

O just drop by for Information, a tour amd
refreshments.

Tours will be offered Monday, May 11 through Friday,
May 15, from g AM - 4 PM, at the DFL Assistance Dog
Treming & Administrative Center, located at 1230
téith Avenue in Vero Beach.

DFL Veteran Assistance Dog Teams will be on 5.'1:.1.|1|:I |.||.;':i:||:.; Arined Forees Week at the
Dogs For Life, Inc.Traming Cenbers
T'o amswer your questions concerming, DFLE Traming Frograms

For additional information call 772-567-8g6g,

Tony & Shadow, L. A, & Darel, Jim & Pia Pla, Jay Harris, DFL Assistance Dog Trainer, and
Bill with Loda

EVEN MORE TO COME



Articles

. TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS

Tuesday, May 12,2018

ew leash on life

— —_—

I

W.umhmm-mmmmﬂmmmmwmnmmw-ﬁh

; Coody (ripht} abogt her service dog, Kally, after a fire alarm drifl mosftored by trainer and Army veteran Jay Harrls (left) al Do

T ot it 18
A rees ay with as open

acllty cerhes service dogs for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder, as well 2s for those with bearing Inss. and mobiity Issues. Caj 772561
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Friday, May 15, 2015

Hometown News - SEBASTIAN — yww.HometownNewsOL.com

Right: Paula
Bright gives
Raymond a head
scratch during
Saturday’s event.

Below: Steve
Selzer and his
apple head
Chihuahua listen
as the opening |
prayer is read.

| For more than 30 years, the
| Humane Sodiety of Vero Beach and
o | Indian River County has offered a

Blessing of the Animals. Over 100

animals and famnilies took part in

this year’s event. The Rev. Christo-
pher Rodriguez and The Rev: Jason
S Murbarger gave this year's blessing.
A speaal award was given to the
Dogs for Life organization for their
work with service dogs.

Pet blessmg

| 9' M
| 1}"
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Photos by Cliff Partlow/staff photographer
The Rev. Jason Murbarger blesses Winnie, owned by Kimberly
Mudge.
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In Memory

Of the Military Working Dogs
that served this country both
in peacetime, and times of war.

These dogs were our faithfull
er loyal.

companions. Forev
They were our puddies and

we will never forget them.

@JFL 13




DFL History

History
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2001 Dogs For Life, Inc. filed for IRS 501(c)(3) Tax deductible status in August & September and the Florida
Department of State Articles of Incorporation. 2002 501{c)3) Status awarded on February.

MISSION STATEMENT: To train and certify qualifying ns assistance dogs for individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, and or and physically challenged. Provide training for pets and their owners for therapy visits
tr area nursing homes and children’s facihties. Provide pet behavior information with a telephone hotline,
Provide educational programs such as anti-dog bite, and providing dog behavior and obedience training for the
general public and groups such as 4-H Dog Master’s Club. Coordinate with local law enforcement and
Emergency Response agencies on the legal rights of assistance dogs. To enlist donors, staff and volunteers who
are interested in sharing mutual interest in assistance dogs and training in general dog welfare.

1997 The Indian River County 4-H Dog Master's Club, as a community service project, under the leadership of
Shelly Ferger owner of Shelly's Canine Community Center and began raising funds toward Indian River
County's first off-leash dog park.

1999 The Dog Park Club of Indian River, a non-profit organization, was formed to continue fundraising,
development and management of the park. Owver 380,000 in donated funds and in-Hmd donations were raised
to build the dog park on 4 % acres of leased property at the corner of 12® St & 16" Ave. Vero Beach.

2002 The Dog Park opened for membership.

Do L5 For Life;

2003 Dogs for Life, Inc. a tax-exempt non-profit organization adopted the Dog Park in July. The lease
agreement ended in 2007, Membership fees: $200 annually, second dog from the same household half price.
Qualifving dogs must be inoculated, neutered, and social.

2007 The DFL Board of Directors agree to a Capital Campaign to purchase the 4 ¥ acres of dog park property
for $275,000. Assessed value was 3450,000 and plans were made to build a DFL. Assistance Dog Training
Center with offices and restrooms.

2010 The dog park property was purchased by Dogs For Life, Inc.

2013 The goal of $350,000 was reached through a $100,000 matching grant 1o build the Assistance Dog
Training and Administrative Center.



2014

Un January 11, 2014 a groundbreaking ceremony was held at the dog park with distinguished guest speakers.

In June DFL moved into the Assistance Dog Training and Administrative Center located at 1230 16™ Avenue.,
Shelly Ferger was hired as CED and Director of Training Programs, Debbie Burion as Administrative Assistant
and katie Kowanic as Administrative & Fund Development Director, Contractors: Paula Via, Jason Harris and
Patti Schell work part time for training, office and maintenance duties.

The Center is a hub of activities. Regular basic obedience classes are open to the pubdic, assistance dogs are
trained at the center on a weekly basis, the 4-H Dog Master’s Club has re-started. The general public interast
has increased 50% since June in all of DFL’s programs.

Aum:m:.rnmusdﬂmrhﬂsdumﬂ%nfﬂwmsltuup:rﬂnmmEpl:kfurlh:n:xti}'ﬂm,lh:dngparl;
orientation fee is lowered to a 1 x $100 orientation fee, and The Eleanor Bengyak Legacy Society is established
to help offset dog park operation costs in hopes that donations will continue to suppaort the park forever,

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,
O O Leash Bog Park®
Movember 8, A New DFL Logo is unveiled. The Logo with a Purple Heart is to help signify DFL’s
commitment 1o training service and hearing dogs for our Military Veterans.
A Matching $100,000 Grant has been Awarded to DFL toward programs and operations for 2015.

Current Account Balances: $150,000
DFL’s estimated Budget far 2015: $250,000

STATISTICS
Movember 8, 2014
Assistance Dogs Trained ———— 129 2014 Budget S85,000
Assistance Dogs Currently Supported 18
Assistance Dogs In Training ———me—eeeee i
Assistance Dogs For Veterans Trained —— 11
Pet-Assisted Therapy Facilities Visited 19 2014 Budget 535,000
Pet-Assisted Therapy Facilities Active ———— 12
Pet-Assisted Therapy Volunteers 15
Dog Park Users ——— e - 116 2014 Budget $40,0800
Actual number of dopgs - - 134
Assistance dogs / no charge — — 15
Scholarship Program / no charge ————v- 18§
Community Out Reach Program 2014 Budget $60,000
General Public Support / Public Training / 4-H Dog Club
DFL Board of Dircetors — e & [ 4 Openings/Volunteers
DFL Staff - ---- e 3

DFL Dog Part-Time Contractors — 3 Total 2014 Budget 5220,000




Dogs For Life on
Facehook

r Ef&
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Find us on

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/DFLVB

Find us, Like us, Share us with your Friends

Posting on Dogs For Life’s Timeline
IT you want to share something with DFL friends, you can post it directly on the Dogs For Life's
Timeline. To do this, simply use the Publisher located on DFL's Timeline.

| § ] Dogs Fer Lo, inc

Dﬂ@ ,r"" '

For Tifel: e For Life, Inc.
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% o 7 & Ruby will be ot the park today at 3. Wha else is
a7o going? She wants to play with her friends! 'ﬁ
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Congratulations to our 2015 Nominees
Join the Junior League of Indian River in honoring these remarkable
women at a luncheon benefitting Junior League initiatives inchuding

0’772“’7 2*” Wednesda}fTE ;I:TZET; at 11:30 am
.LOF THE NXEAR & | e e e

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF INDIAN RIVER (771907 9319 vr estephens@omnitaxhelp.com) by April 22, 2015 at naon,

For more informaticn about our nomanees and the event., visit [LIR.org
KM MLADIO
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Park Improvements

Shelly FerEE.-r

From: DOGS FOR LIFE, INC. <dogsfordifevb@bellsouth, net
Sent: Friday, &pnl 24, 2005 1147 AR

Ta: dogsforlifesiEbellzouth net

Sl.ﬂ::hl;l: Improvements Corming to the Off-Leash Doty Paris

Dogs
For Tife

Assistance Dog, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dog,

Companion Dug Training &
Off-Leash Dog Park

Attention Dog Park Friends

! r
VI T I'1 N5 144771 R 0

Yom mary have noticed the beaartiful ymbrellas, tabdes and
chairs recently added to the dog pork from very genemus
contributions restricted to these items. We are very
gratefal for these improvements to the park,

More improvemenls ane coming b tee DFL Of-Leash Dog
Park beginning Wiesdnesday, April 2gth. East Cossi Tree
Company will be kn the park Apeil 2gth amd goth o i
and thin B4 trees on the four acre property. IS owr gosl
and East Coast Tree Company's to make sure sdequate
areas of the park remaln open for off-leash use during this
LI,

Please be mindful of the work and where it is being
conducted. Safety is always a priority for you and vour dog
and while we want to make sure there is A place to take
oar four legged Mmends during the work, if you see the
workers coming into an area where vou are, phease leash
vour dog and move to another section of the park

Eee hedow for mome oews

DFL T-Shirts will he
Available for Purchase

Pardon Our Mess

Do Park Drainage
As We “Shed™

Project to be completed

The John's [sland
Foundation has awarded
Diogs For Life with a grant to
complete the 8 year loong
drainape project. Lo
addition, we will be
ponnecting the shell
pathway from behind the
small dog area through the
(TRIMiTE Wren.

Firsd Us. Like Us

Thonks to a very gEnerous
contribution, the old DFL
storage shed will ba “blown
down” and a new, larger,
hurricane rated shed will e
installed in the very near
fubane.

Several people hirve asked 1o
purchase DFL T-Shirts,
'[‘Iu;-:' are on order through a
local venddor and will be
available in the next weak or
two, Tf you are interested in
purchasing one, please
contiact e office al

e :,r';.-nﬂl'.il'-rq.
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Share Us With Your Fnands f
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Exchange Club ‘Champions for

Charity’ donatestoDos

By losenh Walsh
o ikl Lartiiinanr

The Exchange Chib of
the Treasure firnt

Champions for Charity
Geolf donuted $500 o Dogy
For Lide.

For Life special-

tance Dags,

This dq:n_-nt'lnu was

made pageible

the participation of all

Asgls-
Sarvice
ST e
oy
challenges, as well ag the
eff=cts of Poat-Tranmatic

the godfers and
uflh:.ﬁrﬂl.mﬂmmn-
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Exchange Club of the
| meets the

s for Life
S

Treasure f
first and third Thursdays LTS

# noon at Cullnary Ca- M

erg, 737 Xind Street in
ord Beach. For mors
TJ.'I!-E'I'II:I‘:! ui-nnh ph&tna winit
rchangeclub.org.
Mambers -|£|:|-|:|.l -
and money fo organiza-
tioms that !Iﬂﬁp t
our four ars: Fu-
vention of Child Abuse,
Americanism. Commue
mbty Service and Youth
Programs,
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¥, Things To Do

American Legion
Auxiliary quarter
auctionis April 13

By Gayla Seifert
Yeur Nmwswealksy Contributor

_ American Legion Aux-
iliary Quarter Auction is
Monday, April 13, at 6 p.m.,
:tﬁnm'icml.eginnﬁt
189, 807 Louisiana Ave,
Sebastian,

This month we are

This grou treins dogs

to improve qruality of life
for peo acing vari-
ous chﬂﬁ@eu. including

Come join us fora
of fun, raffles, 50/50.
$2 for paddle rental
quarters. Must be at least
18-years-older to attend
(no exce

ptions),
Vendor booths will fea-  salad

ture Services
rlﬂdl_mind o
A alchemy Treasurz, Avon,

;Iemty Control, Cruise

anners,Damsel in De-
fense, Dorothy Leggett,

Come join us
for a night of
fun, raffles,
50/50. Bring
$2 for paddle
rental and
quarters.

Dove Chocolates, Every-
thing Ecuadorian, Jam-
berry Nails, Mary Kay,
Our Hearts Desire, Pam-
pered Chef, Thirty One,
» Whimsical
and others,
en crew will E: selling
burgers, hot dogs, fries,

&, dessert etc. for a
nominal fee,

te Hme

Cindy lewett Sam LaF ey,
Qngs ForLife Presidam Shally
Feiier, vetoran bm Tayloe aned
his sarvice deg. Pla Fia
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Veteran Voice writer given
award from Dogs For Life
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More than a best friend

Dogs for Life recognizes

those that improve the |

lives of humans who
might need a helping paw
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*Eathl's knowledge of [ble bond that happens
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berween the service ank-
sl and the individual,
different than just having
a pet. And thal Includes
training the himan not o

itreal the animal a3 3 pet,”
she said.
DFL supporter and

(A secinmdmy, April B, 7018 VERO BEACH - INCEAN AVER NEWSWEEKLY

braimed service dog Mit-
zi would always have a
place t0 run.

Mitzi is mow being
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Dogs For Lif
Off-Leash Dog Park

for Eife

! Legal Rights of Guide
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Donors And Volunteers
Are Celebrated

March 28: Dogs For Life Inc. celebrated those who
helped ersure the ulfdiment ol thes mession o 2004 at |
the annual Denor and Volunteer Appreciation Award's
ak the Ciogs For Lise Administrative & Assstance Dog
Training Center. "'We look forward to this event each year
It gives us the opportunity to express owr gratrtude o
ow donors and volurteens,” stated Shelly Ferger, lounder

Pttt PrTonrioageis,
A . Schursaan

and CEQ:. Board president Eleanor Bengyak aoded
“The numb-er of deents we are working with to becoe

E ol 4 vy L
[Hgitar Medva, Prestom Cerick Certified Hearing Senice Dogs has doubled in the las
few months. So far, we have been able 10 keep up with 1he

demand, but only because of the donatons and voluntess
work that goes nto each client. These specially trained
dogs pertonm tazks by asssting with medecal and Ee-
coping situations for peaple right here in our commumi
including our maitamy veterars, w enforcement officers
and first responders.”

Recipients of this year"s Donor and Volunteer Aeards:
Assistance Cog Tearn: LA, Bylooasioy and K-¥ Darel
Volunteer of the Year: Eleanor M. Bengyak
tournalism Award: Mary Kempes, Veteran Yoioe
Diigital Media dward: Sharon Maorgan
Dligital Media dward: Freston Crmck
Pet-dssisted Therapy Tearm: Ana Momoya & Ced
Digitai M, Sharon Morgan Individual Fhdlanthroprst: Eathi G, Schumann
Covporate Philanthropist: Jeff and Suzy Gormeat

Coeat to Coast Landscaping

Folunresr of dhe Yedr
Feanor Remgnak

-4 Cowporetr Cfminnchropists, Suzy and Pet-Aksieted Thevoyy Tearre, Ami N Fife A el LT I irh
=T Comes Apn ey anel Uaf klijr K it



2014 Donor and Volunteer Award Recipients

Assistance Dog Team L. A. Bykowsky & K-9 Darel
Volunteer of the Year Eleanor M. Bengyak
Media Awards

Pet-Assisted Therapy Team  Ana Montoya & Oslo

Individual Philanthropist Kathi G. Schumann

Corporate Philanthropist

==

Please join us for our
2014 Donor & Volunteer
Appreciation Awards

Saturday, March 28, 2015
at 11:00 a.m.

Dogs For Life, Inc.
Assistance Dog Training & Administrative Center
1230 16th Avenue,Vero Beach, Flornida

Refreshments will be served.

Please RSVF to 567-8%6%
or dogsforlifevb@bellsouth.net

Journalism Award ~ Mary Kemper, Veleran Voice
Digital Media Award ~ Sharon Morgan
Digital Media Award - Preston Orrick

Jeff & Suzy Gomez, Coast to Coast Landscapng



MARCH 21, 2015

Dogs For Life celebrates donors and volunteers Re"

frw Mark Schumann » Community News
NEWS RELEASE

lln;_,l For liiﬂ

For LJ.I'E, Inc. will ce]ebmte IhE d.l:l-l!'H:I']'E anl:t vu]unteerﬁ who h&l]:red ensure rhe
fulfillment of the mission of the organization in 2014 at an event to be held March
28 at 11 a.m. “We look forward to this event and having the opportunity o express
our gratitude to our donors and volunteers. Dogs For Life has so much to be gratetul for, It is our donors
and volunbeers who have made it possible for us to be working with so many clients today,” stated
Shelly Ferger, Founder & CEO.

Board President, Eleanor Bengyak added “The number of clients we are working with to become
Certified Hearing/Service Dogs has doubled in the last few months. 50 far, we have been able to keep up
with the demand, but only because of the donations and volunteer work that goes into each client. Each
dog mitigates the challenges to their owner from mobility or hearing loss or post-traumatic stress.

These specially trained dogs perform tasks by assisting with medical and life coping situations for
peophe right here in our community, including our military veterans, law enforcement officers and first

responders.

Dogrs For Life is proud to announce the Recipients of this year's Donor and Volunteer Awards:
Assistance Dog Team - L A. Bykowsky & K-9 Darel

Vaolunteer of the Year - Eleanor M, Bengrvak

Journalism Award — Mary Kemper, Veteran Voice

Digital Media Award - Sharon Morgan

Digital Media Award — Preston Otrrick

Pet-Assisted Therapy Team — Ana Montova & Oslo

Individual Philanthropist - Kathi G, Schumann

Corporate Philanthropist - Jeff & Suzy Gomesz, Coast to Coast Landscaping

The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Administrative & Assistance Dog Training Center located at
1230 16" Avenue, Vero Beach.

Dogs For Life is a non-profit organization devoted to improving the quality of life for people and dogs
through training Assistance Dogs, Pet-Assisted Therapy Dogs and owning and operating an Off-Leash
Dog IMark. If you would like more information on the programs and services provided, please contact
Dogs For Lite at 772-567-8969,
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You Are Invited
to the
2014 Donor & Volunteer
Appreciation Awards

Saturday, March 28, 2015

[*ogs For Life, Inc. Past Donor / Yolunteer Appreciation Awards
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Army vet

Dream Job

realizes dream
job with Dogs
For Life in
Vero Beach

FO Wi TERA M VOICE

Part of the mission of Doga For
Life, Vero Beach, is providing
training for returning sarriors
atid their canine comMpanions to
help tackie the daily challenges
of Hie,

Now, Army veteran Jay Harris is
guing to continiue his mission aof
training and helping full-time —
up 4l mow, he has been working
on a contract basgls

Doga For Life board president
Eleanor Bengyak sald, “Since the
Asslstance Dog Training and Ad-
ministrative Center has opened,
the number of people and dogs in
training has doubled.

“Jay is a team player, dedicated
ta the DFL mission. He has been
contracting with us for fve years,
and who better to assisl in the
training of our heroes than some-
one who has ‘been there?

“Dogs For Life is proud and
honored to bring Jay from a
contraciual status to s foll-dme
empioyee, We need the additional
help with training, especially with
the increass in the number of
military veterans we are working

“For me, It's about giving
hack. I know that sounds a
little strange, coming from

another vetaran, but 1 didn®t
asrve alones. | might fnot be here
today if it weren't for so many
othars who served, This is my
chance to say thank you and
glve back to them.™

lay Haorris, tralnes

with.

“Jay, being a veteran himself,
can relate to the brave men and
women he trains. He is truly an
assel to the organization * added
DFL director of tralning programs
Shelly Ferger,

Harrig said, "For me, it's abaout
giving back. 1 know that sounds a
blittle strangs, coming from an-
other veteran, but I didn® serve
alone. T might not be here today
If it weren't for ao many others
who served. This is my chance to
say thank you and give back to
them.,*

For more information on Dogs For
Life and itz mission, pisi dogafor-
fifevbh.org
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Accredidation

We Are Accredited by Assistance Dogs International

Gold Seal Achievement

Assistance Dogs International §
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The ADI Mission

Members must be accredited every 5 years

To establish and promote standards of excellence in

all areas of assistance dog acquisition, training and
partnership. Facilitaie communication and leaming
among member organizations. Educate the public to the
henefits of assistance dogs and ADI membership.

Participating organizations undergo an official on-site
assessment conducted by highly skilled azsessors.
During the course of the visit, assessors interview
agency staff, volunteers, the Board of Directors,
assistance dog applicants and recent graduates, and
are glven access to a variety of agency documents

Compliance with AD| standards in all these operational
areas results in full ADI accreditation for a term of five
years and the award of an official plaque containing the
ADI gold madallion.

We are proud to be an Accredited ADI member program

As o Member Program of Assistance Dogs International (ADI)..

We believe that organizations and individuals involved

in the assistance dog industry have common goals and
interests which are best achieved by uniformly complying
with all local, state and federal laws as well as ethical,
maoral and legal policies, practices and procedures.

W are honored to demonstrate our commitment to
this belief through voluntary participation in the ADI
accreditation process.

Our achlevement of full AD| accreditation means that the
faciliies and operation of our assislance dog program
meeat ADI's standards of excelience.

ADI ond the Accreditation Process

ADI is an international coalition with members
representing assistance dog programs from across
the world. The purpose of ADI is to improve the areas
of selection, training, placement and utilization of
assistance dogs.

Accreditation by ADI is a peer-review process,. ltisa
uniform method by which ADI voting member agencies
can achieve compliance with the operational standards
of excellence established by ADI for organizations that
train and place assistance dogs.

and records,

The following areas are evaluated during the
accreditation survey:

Progrom Management

« Application policies and procedures
+ Canine management and training
Teaching curriculum and instruction
Program record keeping
Yolunteernng

Graduate input

Administration

= Organization

« Emergency proceduras and safety regulations
« Risk managemant

« Docurnentation

» Business practices

» Written policies and procedures

Facilities

« Building and grounds

+ Safety and maintenance
+ Kennels

Community Activities
« Behavior of assistance dogs in the community
» Community education about assistance dogs

and be recognized for maintaining ADI's standards of
excellence in all areas of our assistance dog program,

For more Information, please visit:
www.assistancedogsinternational.org
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M&FY Kemper
STHFF WHITER
maemper@seberanvolorseakly. com

It was to be a birthday party for the late Chief
Petty Officer and former Navy “SeaBee" Charlie Cox
Feb. 4, but he died just days beforehand. The Indi-
an River Veterans Council decided to turn mourn-
ing him into a Celebration of Life instesd.

In conjunction with its monthly meeting, the
council gave a tribute, attended by Cox’s widow,
Busilisa, and family and friends.

The ceremony began with a speech by Bradiey
Scott, 17, Vero Beach, s League Cadet with the [a-
vid MclCampbell Construction Battalion (SeaBees)
&f the Novy League Sea Cadets, Melbourne.

(Editor's note: Please see a feature on Sradley
Scott, and his “Change 4 Change 4 Vets™ offort fo
kelp vetorans in need, in the Jan. 22 edition of Vet-
eran Voice.)

Accompanied by his father, Mark, Bradiey had
moget in the assembly moved and impressed,

“T'd like to give thanks to the council for allowing
me to speak today about Chief Petty Officer Cox,*
Bradley said.

"We in our battalion want to be just like him, We
want o recognize a brother.”

Bredley then read “The Old Salt.” a poem by Mac
McDonald, which ends:

“As [ loak up at night, 1 envision The 01d Salt, &
bere. draped just above the eye, as he draws upon
his pipe, quietly he waits. The guardian of heaven's
gmte,”

Bradley then explained his “vision® — with the
help of the council — "to see that someday every
Soa Cadet in the nation will collect change for our
patriots.”

Couneil Vice President Curtia Paulisin then gave
opening remarks on Cox and his legacy.

“He was the oldest veteran in Indian River County,
and he was a hero,” he said. *Not only to eur coun-
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CHARLIE from page 1

volved in “many, many” veterans’
organizations, and served as Vet-
erans Memorial Island chaplain
for 12 years.

“He truly lived up to the Seabees'
mottd ‘can do.' | wiah him calm
winds and following seas.”

“He was an unbelilevable hu-
man being. In a recent con-
versation, he said to me, "Joe,
they mothball ships younger
than ms."

Indian River County
Commissionar Joe Flepchar

Stalf phota by Mary Kemper

Indian River Courty Sheri®l Deryl Loar speaks a1 a Celebration of Life céfemany for the late Chief Petty
Qfficer Charlie Cox, wha recantly died just short of his 105™ birthday, at Vere Beach Veterans inc, hesd-
quarters, Vers Beach, Feb. 4. Listening are, from Jeft, Indian River Veterans Councl Vice Prasident Clrtis
Paulisin and Cox's widow, Busilisa, and farily and friends.

“Anyone who knew him knew he was a real presence, He would command the
room, and with his voice, he never nesded a microphone.”

Curtis Paullsin, vice president,
Indian River Veterans Council

ty, but also to his country and his family.

“Anyone who knew him knew he was a
real presence,” Paulisin said. *He would
command the room, and with his voice,
he never needed a microphone.®
An invocation was given by Eric "Rip"
Weiler, of the scouncil,

Former Army Command Sgt. Maj. Edwin
Britt next paid tribute to *my friend, com-
rade and buddy,” whom he designated
"an honorary paratrooper.”

After a rendition of “Amazing Grace” by
Delores Chambers, the Colors were pre-

e P T oy g

Paulisin introduced Buasiliss Cox and
fumily and friends who accom &l boer.

Fellow Seabee Bill Beverle reflected on
Cox's life and carser, and read m letter
from national commander Jerry Landcas-
tle, who wrote, “Chief Petty Officer Cox
joined a brand-new battalion in World
War II, and wgs thrust immediately into
danger,

“He had litthe military training, but skills
|ms an electrician) second to none,”

Beverle pointed out that Cox was in-

Bae AUAR IE cax= o

Beyerle said that in addition to
his many services to veterans,
Cox was also the founder of Hab-
itat for Humanity in Indian River
Lounty — at the age of B0,

Reminiscences were next given
by Joe Martorana and Tony Rus-
50, members of both the council
and the [talian-American Veter-
ans Association, of which Cox
was alse a member,

Martorana, the former natisnal
commander, recalled that among
Cox's other accomplishments, “he
established the Four Chaplains
Legion of Honor Award here in
Indian River, and he even met
one of the survivors of the (USAT)
Darchester,”

Memaorial 1sland steward John
Michael Matthews spoke in trib-
ute to Coot's “deep sense of spirit,”
and Will Collins spoke on be-
half of the Vere Beach Veterana,
which donated the use of its post
for the ceremony.

Indian River County Sheriff

Deryl Loar said "There's no way
to know how many lives he [Cosx)
has touched in our county.”

Weilesr noted “the difference in
our ages” (Weiler s in his B0s) —
*he remembered World War | —
atd when [ think of what he's ac-
complished in the 25 years since
he turned 80, I'm ashamed *

Indian River County Commis-
sioner Joe Flescher said, “He was
an unbelisvable human being,

In a recent conversation, he said
to me, ‘Joe, they mothball ships
younger than me."

“He could be anything he want-
ad.”

Former Army Col. Tony Young,
president of the council, who re-
cently returned from & two-month
leave of absence, said, “Charlie
told me, Tve been around the
world, but I'm glad to be around
you (veterans).”

“For his birthday, he aaked that
flowers be given to his wife. That
speaks volumes, Mrs, Cox, his

= mm

Fhoto courtesy of the Indian River Veterans Council
The late Chief Peaty Officer Charlie Cox, centar, is seen at a recent Indian Resier Watar-
ans Coundl functian, His wite, Busilisa, is seated behind him, and be is Corversing with
lohn Michas| Mattbews of the Veterans Coundl

success in Hie was born feom
your lowve and affection.”

Young noted that after serving in
the SeaBees, Cox went on to have
a long career in electrical engi-
neering.

Lastly, Sam Kouns of the coun-
cil proposed that & Charlie Cox
Memaorial Scholarship be estab-

lished for deserving Indian River
students,

During a luncheon foliowing the
ceremony, family friend Helene
Beck said, *They shared love
every day, He had a long, produc-
tive life, and (Mrs. Cox) was his
caregiver in the last months.

“He will be sorely missed ®



U.S. Army Veteran, Jay Harris,
Joins Dogs For Life on a Full-Time Basis as

Training Coordinator

N -

LS, Army Veteran, Jay Harris, Training Coordinator

For those of vou who have had the opportunity 1o meet or work with Jay, you
are familiar with his dedication io the people and the dogs he works with. DFL
Board President, Eleanor Bengvak stated, "Since the Assistance Dog Training &
Administrative Center has opened, the number of people and dogs in training has
doubled. Jay is a team player, dedicated to the DFL mission, He has been
contracting with us for five years and who better to assist in the training of our
Heroes than someone who has “been there?”

Jay added, "For me, it's about giving back. | know that sounds a little strange,
coming from another Veteran, but I didn't serve alone. | might not be here today if
it weren't for so many others who served. This is my chance to say thank you and
give back to them.”

"Dogs For Life is proud and honored to bring Jay from a contractual status to a
Full-Time Employee. We need the additional help with training our increase of
Military Veterans. Jay, being a Veteran himself, can relate to the brave men and
wornen he trains, He 15 truly an asset to the organization," added DFL Director of

Training Programs, Shelly Ferger.
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Meet Ariel — and her human —

who are forg

Mary Kemiper
STHF WIR

Hﬁunpﬂﬁl:tr-:mmk-ﬂﬂ:ﬂjﬁm

El_he'u smail, has beautifizl hair,
bright eves and boundless ener-
gY- She carf leap orito a tall bed in
@ single bound and save her hu-
man’s life in the event of danger.
She can walt patiently under the
table until 8 meal s done.

She can even “heprd” and beeep
track of those lesser beings not
gifted with her sense of OFganiza-
:_I'Il}f:. Is thers anything ahe can’

o

The answer: Not- much. Jyat
ask her human, Daniel Voirpbeic,
-.n'Hu:u_]EI-:-.nd-l. wha has Ariel, a
Eh:]g;_m.n Turveren {also known as
Belgian sheepdog) in training at
Dogs 4 Life to become a certified
service dog.

Vatrobel iz a Marins
veleran and recipdent af the
Purpls Heart Medal, for wounds
sustaited in thres different IED
explogions in Irag.

Enlisting in 2002, he served in
the initial invasion In 2003, ag

i

|
'-l-rl.-.:_l.“.._..:'h
= II--\.-II..”.;.[ i k

o = g5
B e il |

[ 125678969

AL ¥ T
i - - TR
oL - It LR n

well as later missicns checking
vehicles and house-to-house
combat,

He gulfered hearing loss from
perforated sardrums, among
other injuries, and the condition
dppears to be getting worse over
bmee.

"1 Rgured I'd better get Artel
trained in case it goes complete-
I¥.," he said

That's where Doga 4 Life came
in =

*My neighbor, Barbara, told
me abaut them,” Votrobek said,
“| contacted (founder and CECY)
Shelly (Ferger). “I had just gol-
ten Ariel in Tallahasses gt 2
months old., She started training
at 6 months, and she's almost 3
years gld} now,”

*To tell you the truth, [ was
a bit apprehensive about him
(Votrobek) providing his own
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dog. without our vetting it firse.”
Ferger said, “But as soon as [ met
Ariel, I could tell she has what |t
tabomg *

Coge 4 Life, which just char

its logo calor 19 purple — “1g 115:‘::-
ar our veterans,” Ferper said, as
it reflects the Purple Heart as wel|
— trains service dogs for veterans
with apecial needs related toa
wide range of Injuries, whether
fearing loss, paraplegia or PTSD,
as well aa civilians with similar
riseds

AL 4 class on Feb. 12 at Dogs 4
iile, Arel learned how to come
and get Vatrobek when she heagd
a knack at the door, how to walke
him up when a smoke alarm poes
aff and how to behave in & public
setting like a restaurane,

Ferger and trainer Jay Harria,
an Army veteran, had Votrobek
sitting at a deak, just as he

Ing a special bond

would at home, When a vohantesr
knacked at the door, Farger oc
Harris wauld release Ariel, wha
then ran and alerted Vatrobel,
Who gave her a treat both for
alerting properly and far sitting
when ghe reached the doer,

Eﬂ.:l.'l'l.ﬁg_ the srioke-alarm train-
g (which was purposely dane
gl the center, as Votrobek has
a newborn deughter, Gabrielis,
at homey, Ferger made use of o
mock bedroom, which is con-
talned in a closst, complete with
8 real fold-down bed. Ariel sue-
cessfully "soke® Vatrobek L
when the alarm went aff and l=d
him g the door, earning more
well-deserved treaty

In trme, ahell be trained to
outside Yotrobek's home and wais
by the mailbae unti the [arniby
ernerges safily.

Cruring & break in the training,
gn-et}udua:ln;..‘l.. (& former law-en-

reement officer) and I, and
Judy twhe declined to gwhm- '
last name) and Bailey, out in the
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Marine vataran and Purple Heart reciplent Danied vatrobek, right, and his dog, Arie

are uncergoang trainirg (o prepane Ariel to become a service dog at Dogs 4 Like, Ve
Beach, with the help of trainer and Army veteran Jay Harris.

DOGS from page 2

yard for a romp. Naturally, Aciel
tried to "organize” the other dogs,
who sirmply locked at her with
what could only be amuisement,
Judy and Balley, 8 “Labradoa-
dle,” are alao taking the sound
training, as Judy has hearing
izmes as well LA, visits Dogs 4
Life frequently with Daryl, 8 Labh-
rador retriever and former bomb
dog, to help the other dogs sse
how to behave properly,

Afver the sound training, the

group underwent “table” training,
which teaches dogs to lie guistly
under o table in public situations
lilee poing cut for & meal,

Then it was aoff to a real eatery in
Verg Beach, to pult the training to
4 real-world test,

Ferger showed Vatrobek how to
keep Ariel betwesn himeell and
the counter while ordering and
paying, so as o Hmit distractions
from all the stbmuli in & busy
reataurant.

The ardering accomplished, Ariel -

finally joinsd the other dogs un-

=

At the Dogs 4 Life training cemter, a modk hadroam helps simulate the homa situatians

' e im HIHHF! Hr

of serviee dog trainess for emergency situations that might take place whille the cran-
af Is agleep, such as someane knocking at the deor or 8 smake alarm gaing aff

der the tabde and, with the help of
treats and “stay” commands, she
sat at Votrabek's fest praperly
Ferger had a kot of predss for
Ariel’s progress. “She picks things
up very quickly, and she's so
intalligent,” ahe said, *These two
are Faing to ge a long wmy togeth-
er.”
Votrobek sald Arlel alresdy has
the instinct of protectiveneas,
*She helped my father-in-law ag
Christrmas,” he said. *He's diabet-
ic, and his sugar got low. He got
up and went to the door, but then

ot disoriented.

“Then he found himsell out en
the road. Ariel went to him, arnd
started pacing in circles around
him. She was very protective.

*My father-in-law said the= last
thing he remembearad was Ariel
oiHming up to him,”

Votrobek said she's squally as
protective of his wife, Jay, and
daughter, “She's pretty awe
some.*

(T bearm marve about Dogs 4 Life,
call {772] S87-8959, or visi waw
togsiortiferb,orgl



Bridge Tournament
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" HAVE A HEART
& Help Build A Bridge
Bridge Tournament
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Eleanor Bengyak and “Mitzi”
Invite You To Support

The 5th DFL “Build A Bridge”

Bridge Tournament

To Help Raise Funds
To Train Assistance Dogs in 2015

fe

Vero Beach Country Club
800 30th 5t., Vero Beach, FL 32960

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Registration - 11:00 A.M.
Luncheon - 11:30 A.M.
Bridge - 12:30 F.M.

Masterpoints and Prizes
Exciting Silent Auction Items!
50/50 Drawing i N
i
SANCTIONED DUPLICATE i —
’:ﬁ Master Points [/ First Ohverall N
: Flight A, B & C %
' OR PARTY BRIDGE =
b3
%75 Bridge/Lunch g

{$50 Tax Deductible)

~ Limited Seahng ~
Please Reply By January 26, 2015

Committee Members:
Eleanor Bengyak & “Mitz1"
Kathi GG, Schumann
Linda Liss
Betty McCalister
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Hi Dog Buddies)

This week I met a Great Pyrenees,
Opal Schlesinger, who looks like a beau-
tiful, giant snowball, She lives in Sea
Oaks with her humans, Lil and Peter,
and she’s one of those pooches who

come from a long line of . She
has papers and But, even
though her Official Name is — get this -

Gardenia Ivory Jewel, for Lassie's sake,
she's not snooty at all. Actually she was a

Hettle ol s Baes

When 1 arrived, she was on her leash
with her Mom, waiting for me in the
front vard. After a cautious wag-and-
sniff, her Mom said, "let’s go for a walk."
S0 off we went. It was really pretty on
Opal’s street, lots of handy tees and
stuff. And we ran into several of her dog
buddies and their humans.

['d never gone for a walk with my in-
terviewee before and | guess | looked a
little puzzled, because Opal said, by way
of explanation, “Mom says this is a good
way for us to get to know each other. 'm
still kinda shy and when we take a lovely
walk together it makes things easier, you
know?”

"l never thought about it before,"
I told her, "but this is nice. | think it's a
cool idea.”

“Iwalk 3 % to 4 miles every day, mom-
ing and evening,” Opal told me. ‘And 1
also like 1o run around inside and jump
over stuff. I'm great at that!"

Back in the house, I asked Opal how
she found her forever family. Tumns out,
they'd had a Great Pyrenees before, for a

long tdme, named Oze. When he went to
the Big Dog Park in the Sky, they wanted
another pooch like him.
“Actually, Oze and I are related. Our
dads had the same dad” Opal said
Then, in an excited voice, “I've gotta tell
you this story — my humans love to tell
it to their buddies. But their version is a
little different than mine,” she said.
"Can't wait to hear itl" [ was intrigued.
“Well, it was last Christmas Eve morn-
ing. Mom had to take Dad to the doc-
tor, but 1 didn't get to go. | used to have
this terrible separation amxiety. Ay-
way, Mom knows | don't like it when
they leave so she left me a special eat.
There it was, In a lovely big pot right on
the stove, With a lid and everything —
just for me. So [ very carefully got up on
my back tippypaws and gently, with my
nose, nudged and nudged and nudged.
Finally the pot slipped over the edge and
landed, as 1 had planned, upright. The
lid had bounced off nicedy.”
I'm pretty sure my eyes were as big as
water bowls, as | listened to Opal's story.
“So, then, T just stuck my nose in and
started nibbling. Man, it was fabulous,

Great Pyrenees who ate Christmas dinner

Serving mainland Indlan River County

Lots of delicious meat, and a lot of nice
juice. 1 kept pulling off little pieces and
putting them on the floor and nosing
them around and nibbling,”

“Ooooh boy” | managed.

“Anyway, | was taking a little nap
when, all of a sudden, I heard Mom
say, in her loud voice, *What did you do,
Opal???' Turns out, Mr. Bonzo, I'd eaten
the entire Christmas dinner. Mom called
it Beef Burgundy. | mean, how was [ to
know? Mom told me it was a pound and
a half of beef, with bacon and a whole
bottle of wine. I thought she was just be-
ing nice because she kmew I didn't like
to be alone. And it worked, too, because
1 was so busy eating all that delicious
food I didn't even miss Mom and Dad. 1
bet no other dog ever had such a great
Christmas dinner.”

*I think that’s a safe bet,” | said.

“I1 had to stay in the den with my Dad
for 3 ¥ hours, while Mom cleaned the
kitchen. I guess it was & pretty big mess.
Then, two days later, Mom and Dad told
me I wasn't a little girfl anymore and
[ had to graduate to my own bed. But
that's okay, as long as I can have my fa-

m?hmdumupmymmdug

buddies?” | asked,

" "We have this really cool dog park

c&ﬂedl]ﬂgsEuru&.Memh&rs{m]}nWe
hawéﬂﬂmtnmmmdmm&mﬁm
are Sammi, Charlie, another Charlie,
Polly, Lady, Benj, Clem, Winnie, Tigger,
Dugan, Inka, Gus and Boo.”

'WM}WEDtSDnEEIEﬂPCEEE
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can yap about anything,"

"1 know! But Lady's my total BEE We

“But 1 have my job, too, Mr. Borzn,

mﬁmm I don't freak out or
anything like that. I just push a chair
upmmﬂdmmnmmhlﬂ.}mﬂp“ﬂm
mmm&w}%]mmﬂmﬁﬁr
them. T jurnp off when I hear them com-
ms;:,fa;_ﬂmhm'tmnﬂnﬂmfﬁm
eat up there, but maybe, someday ...

My ancestors were Spanish guard dogs.
They worked with the sheep-herding
dogs, standing guard so no other ani-
mals could grab any sheep. 5ol carry on
the tradition. I guard my family"

I knew she was right, but | couldn’t
help but think it would be kinda hard
to be scared of anything that looked like
Frostie the Snowman. [ wisely decided
not to share that with her.

Till next time,

The Bonz 4ge
DON'T BE SHY

We are always looking for pets
with interesting stories.
For a questionnaire, email

bonzothecolumnist@gmail.com.
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Pooches Pawrade In The Dog Park

dpwvernrad by Geme dnd Mariig Schumany

OCTOBER 18: Dogs For Life held their annual Hawd-0-Wees Pawrade

with &3 canine entries and as many as 4 spectators taking a peek at

the pooches on pawrade. Attendess shopped local vendors such as the

Flarida Veterinary League, Vera Insu ance, Capital Investments, Forever
Family Pet Cremations and the Vero Beach Veterinary Hospital,

Jast over $18,000 was collected through cash donations, rafles and vendor fews.
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Dogs For LifEP
Off-Leash Dog Park

Hours: Dawn to Dusk
Memberships Available
For Information or Emergencies

S567-8969

DFL, is o fas deductibie nen profit ergasization,
Mernbership focs sapport assistance and pet assivied therapy dog programs.
Donatians accepled a1 PO, Bex h20023, Vero Beach, FL 31965 or wowrw degsfarlifie b.com

AREA UNDER 24 HOUR SURVEILLANCE




Service of Celebration

A » Thursday, lerpary 22, 20153 B SCRIPPS TREAEURE COAST NEWSPAPERS 4

~ Service of Celebration
for

Nancy H. Ireland
september 29, 1923 — January 16, 2015

January 26, 20105 — 1100 am
Community Church of Vero Beach
Vero Beach, Florida




Legacy Society

Cteanor Bengyat §gacy Svciety

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Names of Guests:

U Iam unable to attend but want to help Eleanor and Mitzi

fom. Sleanor a({_))eﬂgyd.é cotdially cnvited yow to the “Keep the Dream Alive.”
. ; Please see my enclosed gift to the Eleanor Bengyak Legacy
Bleanor Qﬁzygﬁé ogg?acy Svciety Keeption

Society in the amount of $

This event will formally kick off the

which began with gifts to Dogs For Life
in memory of Founding Member, Victor Ben £yak

This fund was started to help support the
DFL Off-Leash Dog Park
which Victor loved to visit with his Service Dog, Mitzi.

“Now [ will continue this Legacy to keep my dream alive.
We love this park and want to make sure it is here in the future.”

~ E.B,

Please join
Eleanor and Mitzi
January 13, 2015
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Dogs
For Tife

Training & Adminstration Center
1230 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Refreshmenis Served



